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T NOW difcharjge mj promife^.aftd com. 
pletc my dcfign <rf writing the Hiftery of 
the Declhie and Fall of the Roman Esapire, 
both ifx tilt WcA and the £»ft. The whole 
peridd e«ttodl froiti the age of Trajan and 
the Afitomaes,. • <o the taking of Conftanti- 
Bdple bx Mahomet the fecond ; and includes 
a rdview of the Gnifades and the ftate of 
Rottie ddtrinig! the middk age&. Since the 
jRifaCcatirar of the firil * volume, twelve years 
lunw tlppfini} iwebre years, according to my 
lv^, *^ 0f htakh, of leifure, and of perfe- 

» 

** vcranci.'*' I may now congratulate my 
dtli;verance from a long and labwious f^rvice^ 
istA my fatisfadion will be pure and per£$d)^, 
if th« ptit^ favour ihould be extended to the 
tOUickiJliOb of my woxk« 

.* : AHild^vto dl^ Qgfiitta Edition, ir^ vbich fizc tlic Work 
was originally publlihed. 

A3 It 
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It was my firft intention to have colled^ed, 
under one view, the numerous authors, of 
every age and language^ from whom I have 
derived the materials of this hiftory ; and I 
am ftill convinced that the apparent ofteata* 
tion would be more than compenfated by real 
ufe. If I have renounced this idea ; if I have 
declined an undertaking which had /obtained 
the approbation of a mafter-artift *, my ex- 
cufe may be found in the extreoM di£Bculty of 
afligning a proper meafure to fiieh t catalogue. 
A naked lifl of names and edittoiK would no^ 
be fatisfaftory either to myfdf or my readers | 
the cTiaraders of the principal Authors of the 
Roman and Byzantine Hiftory have, beea 
bccafionally conneftfed with the arrents whcc& 
they defcribe ; a more .copious ani critidl 
enquiry might indeed defervt, iut^ it wwiU 
demand, an elaborate volume, whWi* might 
fwell by degrees into a general .library of 
hiftorical writers. For the prefent I (hall cofir 
tent myfelf with renewing my fcrious pro- 
teftation, that I haVe always end:cavpured t* 
draw from the fountaid-head ; that |ii}(. curio* 

• See Dr. Robert ron's Preface to his M^iftd^^fAmdriei. 

fity, 



PREFACE. T? 

fity, as well as a fenfe of duty, has always 
urged me to ftudy the originals ; and that^ if 
they have fometimes eluded. my fearch, I havfe 
carefully mailed the fecondary evidence, otK 
whofe faith a pafTage or a fa£t were reduced 
to depend. 

> 

. I (hall foon revifit the banks of the lake of 

Laufanne, a country which I have known and 

loved from my early youth. Under a mild 

government, atnidft a beauteous landfkip, in 

a life of leifute and independence, and among 

a people of eafy and elegant maaners, I hava 

enjoyed, arid may again hope to enjoy, the 

varied pleaftires of retirement and fociety. 

But I {halt ever glory in the ninne and cba^^ 

racier of an'£ngliihman : I am proud of my 

birth in a fi^ee and enlightened ^country ; and 

the approbation of that country is-tlie beft and 

moftlionourable reward of my labburs* Were 

I ambitious of any other patron than die 

Puhlic, I wQiild infqribe this work to a Stat^ 

man, who, in a long, a ftotmy, and at length 

an nnfortunate adminiftration, had many 

political opponents, al^oft without a perfond 

enemy: who. has rettfaied^ in his fiidl fiMun 

power, 



« 

pcwtt^ tftarty faithful and didnterefted frieada j 
and who, under the preffwre of feverfe ift-» 
firmity, enjoy* the lirely vigour of bis mifid| 
at)d the felicity of his inconfipaf^bte temj^i^^ 
tiOi^D North will permit toe to cxpreCs the 

feelings of friendfhip in the language of trttth : 
but even truth and friendfhip fhould be 
filefi^, if he flitt difpenfed the favours of the 
erbwii. 

■ « 

. lis a remote fdlitude, vatiity may ftiU whi& 
per in my ear^ that my readers^^ perhaps, itiay 
enquire^ whitther, in the cjosiclufioa of.the 
prefent work^ I am now talking alu evtfrUfttn^ 
ftreWdH/ They fhall heac all that I kdow 
myfelf^ all thaft I could reveal to the moft \tt* 
timate fries^.c The motive^ of , a&ioa ^ pf 
filence aie oqir fgiifklly balaaced ; nor caa i 
prooouaet: in mf mo^ fecret thpughtSy oq 
wbkh fidetlllcf £B|jle will prepoaderatet IfiMr 
mtt diflkmblQ thafcSix a«i{^e Quartos nmQi 
filafTetriedvanidvmay banre exhaiafted,. the in^ 
d«igeili09 of the Pidtlic ; that in. the repatOK 
doQf of fiiiiilar attetipt% a> fuficoj&folt Author 
kae muck mona to Id% than lie voan hope .to 
gam; Ibttt-I.amjiipvr.dtfcendirig.idito tb^rate 

of 
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of fwn I znd ithit the njoft refpcaabte of 
my cowntryn^en, thf ni^a whom I nfpire to 
unkafiet l^ay^j refignf 4 the pen of hiftory ^l»ou| 
th« f^m^ yetted of their lives. Yet I coofiider 
that the annals of ancient and avodcm tioKS 
may afford many rich and interefting fub- 
jcfts ; that I am ftill poffeflcd of health and 
leifure ; that by the praftice of writing, fome 
&i)l and facility muft be acquired; and that^ 
in the ardent purfuit of truth and knowledgCf 
I am not confcious of decay. To an ai^tive 
mind, indolence is more painful than labour ; 
and the firft months of my liberty will be 
occupied and amufed in the excurfions of 
-curiofity and tafte. By fuch temptations, I 
have been fometimes feduced from the rigid 
duty even of a pleafmg and voluntary tafk : 
but my tim? will now be my own ; and in 
the ufe or abufe of independence, I fhall no 
longer fear my own reproach« or thofe of 
toy friends. I am fairly entitled to a year of 
jubilee : next fummer and the following vb#x«> 
ter will rapidly pafs away j and experience 
only can determine whether 1 fhall ftill prefer 
the freedom and variety of ftudy to the dc« 
fign and compofition of a regular work, which 

S animate; 
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anittiates, while it con(ine6, the daily appli* 
cation of the Author. Caprice and accident 
may influence my choice ; but the dextmty 
of felf-love will contrive to applaud cither 
aflive induftry, or philofc^hic repofe. 

Dowking-Strket, . 
May \, 1788. 
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P. S. I fhall embrace this opportunity of in- 
troducing two verbal remarks, which have not 
conveniently oflFered themfelves to my notice. 
I. As often as I isfe the definitions of beyond the 
Alps, the Rhine, the Danube, &c. I generally 
fuppofe myfelf at Rome, and afterwards at Con« 
ftantinople; without obferving whether this rela^ 
five geography may agree with the local, but 
variable, fituation of the reader, or the hiftoriatf* 
ft. In proper names of foreign, and efpectally of 
Oriental origin, it fhould be always our aim to 
exprefs in our Englifh verfion, a faithful copy of 
the original. . But tl^s rule, which is founded qn 
a juil regard to uniformity and truth, mud often 
^be relaxed ; and the ex^ptiqns will be limited or 
enlarged by the cuftom of the language and the 
tafte of the interpreter. Our alphabets may be 
often defedive : a harfh found, an uncouth fpelU 
ing, might offend the ear or the eye of our coun* 
trymen ; and feme words, notorioufly corrupt, 
are fi^ed, and, as it were, naturalized in the vulgar 
tongue, The prophet Mohammed can no longer 
be ftripped of the famous, though improper, ap- 
pellation of Mahomet : the well-known cities of 
Aleppo, Damafcus, and Cairo, would almoft be 
loft in the ftrange defcriptions of Haleb, Damajhk^ 
gnd 41 Qahira : the titles and offices of the Otto- 

man 
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man empire are fafliioned by. the praflice «£ three 

. hundred years ; and vie are pteafed to blend the 

three Chinefe moBofy l l a blao , Cm-fu-tzeey in the 

refpefUble name of Confucius, or even to adopt 

the Portuguefe comiption of Mandarin. But I 

ZoEo^fter and Zer^Jht, u 

a hwfx Greec* or P«rfia: 

v]sh India, the genuine TV- 

throoe of Tam^rljipe : oi^r 

ave retrenched the Al^ the 

iiuperfluous article, from tbe Koran ; aod ^e elc^f . 

aa . ambiguous termination, by adopQng Me/leftt 

iaflead of Mufulpian, 19 the plural number. J« 

!lhef«, and in a thoufatKl cYamples* the ' Qiadee of 

<4iftin&too are often minute ; and I can fee)> where 

I caBQpt «:Kplain, the motives of jny choice. 

(^ At i\\t end of the Hiffiory, th« reader wijl 6iid ■ General 
Index to the ivbote Work, which hu been dnwn up 
by a perfpa frequentl| einpIo;rod in worki <rf! tkte 
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CHAP. XXXIX* 

Zeno and Anajiqfius^ Emperors of the Eaji.-^ 
Bitth^ Education^ and jirji Exploits of Theo^ 
dork the Ojirogoth. — His Invafion and Conqueji 
of Italy. — The Gothic Kingdom of Italy.'-^State 
rf the Weji. — Military and Civil Government.-^ 
The Senator Boethius. — Lq/i A^s and Death of 
Theodoric. 

• 

AFTER the fell of the Roman Empire in chap 
the Weft, an interval of fifty years, till the ^^*^*' 
znemorable reign of Juftinian, is faintly marked a. a 
by the obfcure names and imperfed annals of 
Zeno, Anaftafius, and Juftin, who fuccellively a- 
fcended the throne of Conftantinople. During the 
fame ' period, Italy revived and flourifiied under 
the government of a Gothic king, who might 
. Vol. VII. B have 
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CHAP, have dcferved a ftatvte among the bed and braveft 

.^^ ^\ of theancidnt Romans. 

Birth and TheodoFiG the Oftrogoth^ the fourteenth ift li- 

©f Theo- neal defcent of the xoyal line of the Amali % was 
^T.D. born in the neighbourhood of Vienna* two; years 

455'-475' after the dqath of Attita. A recent vi9:ory had 
. reftored the independence of the Oftrogoths ; and 
the three "brothers- Walamif, Theodemir, and 
; Widimir, who ruled that warlike nation with united 
. ^ counfeli, had feparately pitched their habitations 
in the fertile though defolate province of Pannonia. 
The Huns fKU threatened their revolted fubjeds, 
but their, hafly attack was repelled by the fingU 
forces of Walzdnir, and the news of bis viftory 
reached the diftant camp of his brother in the 
fame aufpicious moment that the favourite concu- 
bine of Theodemir was delivered of a fon and heir. 
In the eighth year of his age, Theodorjc was r.e- 
kiftantly yielded by his father to the public iil- 
lerefl, as thp pledge of an alliance which I^o, 
emperor of the Eaft, had confented to'purchafe 
by an annual fubfidy of three hundred j)opnds of 
..gold. The royal hoftage was educated at Con- 
stantinople with care and tendernefs. His .lK>dy 

^ Jornandes (de Rebus GeticU) c. 13^ 14. p. 619, 630. «dit. CroC) hat 
drawn the pedigree oi Thcodoric from Gapt, one of the ^nfn or Osmt^gods^ 
w!)0 lived about the time of Domidan. CsiTiocic^ius, tlie <irfl wlio ceJebiitM 
tile royal race of the Amali (Variar* viji. 5. ix. 25. x. x. ». j.), reckons 
the grand&n of Thcodoric as the xvilth in defcent. . Peringfciuld (the Swe- 
dish commentator of Cochlaeus. • Vit* Theodoric. p.27i»'&c. . ^c^klioiai, 
1699.] labours to connect this genealogy with the legends 0r tractions of 
bis native country. 

A More corrcdiv on the bank) of the lake Mfo (Kieu^edler-ibe) ruu 
Carnnntumy almoA on the fame f]2Q( wlwre:Marcus«AntoiMiuis compqfisdiiif 
meditations (Jornandes, c. 5^. p. 659* Severn. Pannonia lliiUir^ta* p^jju 

CcUarius, Ccograph. Antiq. ttm* i. pr 350.]^ 

was. 
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^s fotmed to all the exercifes of war, his mind 
was expanded by the habits of ^liberal cpnverfai* 
tion; he frequented the fchopls of the moft fkilful 
mafters ; but he difdained pt neglected the arts o£ 
Greece, and fo ignorant did he always remjiin of 
the firfl: elements of fcience, that a rude mark was 
contrived to reprefi^nt the fignature of the illiterate 
king of Italy \ As foon as he had attained the age 
of eighteen, he was reftored to the wilbes of the 
Oftrogoths, whom the emperor afpired to gain by 
liberality and confidence* Walamir had fallen in 
battle; the youngeft of the brothers, Widimir, 
had led away into Italy and Gaul an army of Bar-, 
bariansj and the whole nation acknowledged for 
their king the father of Theodoric. His ferocious 
fubjcAs admired the ftrength and ftature of their 
young prince * ; and he foon convinced them that 
he had not degenerated frpm.the valour of his an- 
ceflors. At the head of fix thoufand Volunteers 
he fecretly left the camp in . queft of adventures, 
defcended the Danube as far ae Singidunum or 
Belgrade, and foon returned to his father with 
the fpoils of a Sarmaciau king whom he had van- 
quiihed and (lain. Such triumphs, however, were 

■' i'The four flrft letters of his r.ame {©EGA J were mfcribcd on a gold 
p1att> arfd when it was fixed on the paper, the king drew his pen through 
the intervals (Anonym. Vdleftan. 'ad Calcem Amrn^ MarcelUn. p. 722«). 
This authentic fadlj with the tcftimony of Procopius, or at Icaft of the con- 
temporary Goths (Gothic, l.'i. c- a. p. 3ii.)> far outweigfis the vague 
praifes of Enhodius (Sirmond. Opera, torn. i. p. 1596. and Thco'phanei 
(ChrOfiOgraph^ p. i i2k.)> 

4 Sutura eft qua refignct ptoccritatp regnantem (Ennodius, p. iSi^*)* 
iThe bilhopofPavia (I mean the ecclefiaftic who wiftied tobeabiihop) 
then proceeds to celebrate the comflexion^ eyei, hands^ &c* of his fo- 
tereign* 

'^ \ ' H 2 produftive 
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prbduftive only of fkme, and the invincible . 0(^ 
ttogqths 'Were reduced to extreme diftrefs by the 
Want of clpthing and fgod. They unanimodfly 
refolved to defert their Pannonian encampments^ 
and boldly to advance into the warm and wealthy 
rieighbourhood of the Byzantine court, which al- 
ready maintained in pride and luxury fo many 
bailds of confederate . Goths. After ptoving by 
fome a£ls of hoftility that they could be dangerous,* 
or at leJift * tfoublefome enemies, the Oftrogoths 
fold at a high price their reconciliation and fidelity, 
accepted a donative of lands and money, and were 
entrufted with the defence of the lower Danube, 
tinder the command of Theodoric, who fuceeeded 
after his father's death to the hereditary throne of 
the Amali ^ 
■^hc reign ^^ hero, defcended from a race of kings, muft 
*^^ a^"d ^^^^ defpifed the bafe Ifaurian who was inverted 
474—491. *ith the- Roman purple, without any endowmei;its 
Apr. 9. ®f ^^d or body, without any advantages of royal 
birth, or ftiperior tjualificaticns. After the failure 
of the Theodofian line, tht choice of Pulcheria 
dnd of the fenate might be juftified in fome mea- 
fure by the ^h traders of Martian and Leo, but 
the latter of thefe princes confirnied and difho- 
noured his reign by the perfidious murder of 
Afpar and his fons, who too rigorouily etz^td 
the det^ 6f gratitude and obedience, The in« 
heritance of Leo amd of the ]gafl was peaceably 

^ The ftate of the Oftrp^ths, and the fird years of Theodoric, are fottnd 
in Jomandcs (c. 52—56. p. 689 — 696.) Kn4 Malchus (Excerpt. i«S*(* 
p. 78— So.); who erroneottfly Hyia him the fon Of WaUmir. 

• * devolved 
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devoired on his infant gr^^ndfoHf tijc fen of hi$ 

daughter Ariadne ; and her IGaurian hufband, the 

. fortunate Trafcalifleus, e^<;hanged that barbarous 

found {or the .Grecian appellation of Zenp. After 

the deceafe pF the elder ]Leo, he approached with 

unnatiifal refpeft th.e throne of his fon, humbly 

received, a^ 21 gift, thp fe^ond rank in the /empire, 

and'foon excited the public fufpicion on the fudd^n 

and premature death of his young colleague, whole 

life could no longer promote the fuccefs'of his 

ambition. But the palace of Conflantinople was 

ruled by female influence, and agitated by female 

paffions : and Verina^ the widow of Leo, claiming 

his empire as her own, pronounced a fentence of 

depofition againft the worthlefs and ungrateful fe;-- 

yant on whom (he alone had bejflowed th^ fceptrc 

pf <h^ Ejft *. As foon as (he fovinded a revolt in 

• • • 

the ear^ of Zeno^ he fled with precipitation into 
the mountains of Jfauria, and her brother Bad- 
lifcus, already infamovs by his African expedition % 
was unanimip^lly proclaimed by the feryile fenate. 
But the reign of the ufurper was Ihort and tur- 
bulent. Bafiljifcus pr^efumed 10 a0af&nate the lover 
of his fitter; he dared to offend the lover of his 
wife, the-T^in and infolent Harmatius^ who, ia 
the ttiidft of Aiiatic luxury, affe£bed the drefs, the 
deiitfeSftour, asid the furname of Achilles % By 
the 'ebtkJfpira&y of the malecontents^ Zeno was re- 

* Throphan€8 (p. iff.) infcrti a copy other facrtd Utters to th^ provinces : 
ifi ATI ^uariXtiov n/xETfpy ($-( ... xeu oTi TT^o^n^wxixiQct /9«ciXEi» 
TpxcKa>^.ta-ouoi»f &c. ^iich female pcetenfibns would have aflpnUhed the 
flivesof thc/^y/C«fars. . • 

■7 Vol, vi. p. 201--Z04. * . . *' 

1' 9 Syict^is^ torn. t> p«^32j 333*^<ftt. Kufter. i 

B3 called 
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Of Anafta- 

A. D. 
491—518. 
Apr. iz. 
July 8. 



called from exile ; the armies^ the capital, the 

perfon of Bafilifcus, wete betrayed ; and his whblo 

family was condemned to the long agony of cold 

?ind hunger by the- inhuman . conqueror, whd 

wanted courage to encounter or to forgive his 

enemies. The haughty fpirit of Verina was ftill 

incapable of fubmiffion or repofe. She provoked 

the enmity* of a favourite general, embraced his 

caufe as foon as he was difgraced, created a neyr 

emperor in Syria and Egypt, raifed an army of fe- 

venty thoufand men, and perfifted to the laft mo* 

ment of her life in a fruitlefs rebellion, which, 

according to the fafliion of the age, had been pre- 

difted by Chriftian hermits and Pagan magicians. 

While the Eaft was afflifted by the paffions of Yct 

rina, her daughter Ariadne was diftinguiflied by 

the female virtues of mildnefs and fidelity; fhe 

followed her hufband in his exile, and after his re- 

ftoration fhe implored his clemency in favour of 

her mother. On the deceafe of Zeno, Ariadne, 

the daughter, the mother, and the widow of an 

emperor, gaye her hand and the Imperial title to 

Anaftafius, an aged domeftic of the palace, who 

furvived his elevation above twenty-feven years, 

and whofe charafter is attefted by the acclamation 

of the people, " Reign as you have liyed ^\" 



9 The contemporary fiidorifs of Malchus and Candidus are -loft ; but 
fome extradls or fragments have been faved by PhOtius (Ixxviii, Ixxix. 
p. 100-7-102.), Conilantine Porphyrof^enitus (Expcrpt. Leg. p* 7S-— '97 ), 
and in various articles of the Lexiconof Suidas. The Chronicle of Marcrl- 
iinus (Imago MiAoriae) are original* for the reigns of Zeno and Anaftafius^ 
and I mud acknowledge, 4lmofl for Xht laft time, my obligations to the 
large and accurate colledlions of Tillemont (Hid. des £mp. torn. vi. p.. 47a 

8 Whatever 
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. Whatever • fear or affeftion could beftow, was chap. 
profufely laviflied by Zeno on the king of the _^ J^ 
Oftrogoths ; • the rank of patrician and conful, the s.rv»ccari4 
command of the Palatine troops, an equeftrian xhcodoric, 
ftatue, a treafure in gold and filver of many thou- 47^^48^. 
fand pounds, the name of fon, and the promife of 
a rich and honourable Wife. As long, as Theo- 
doric condefcended to ferve, he fupported with 
• courage and fidelity the caufe of his benefaftor : 
his rapid march contributed to the refloration of 
Zeno ; and in the fecond revolt, the Walamirs^ a& 
. they were called,, purfued and prefled the Afiatic 
rebels, till they left an eafy vidory to the Imperial 
troops '^ But the faithful fervant was fuddenly 
converted into a formidable enemy, who fpread 
the flames of war from Conftantinoplc to the 
Adriatic ; many flourifliing cities were reduced to 
alhes^ and the agriculture of Thrace was almoH: 
extirpated by the wanton cruelty of the Goths, 
who deprived their captive peafants of the right , 
haad that guided the plough ". Oa fuch occa- 
fions, Tbeodoric fuftained the loud and fpecious 
reproad^ of difloplty, of ingratitude, and of in- 
fatiate avarice, which could be only excufed by 
the hard neceffity of hi« fituation. He reigned, 

t<5 In ipfis congrcffionis tu*e foribus ccflit invafor, cum prpfugo per te 
fcepcra redderentur dc falutae dubiuoti. Eiinodlus then proceeds (p. 15969 
J597. tpin.i. Sirraood.) to tranfport his hero (on a flying xiragcni?) into 
Ethiopia, beyond the tropic of Cancer. The evidence cf theValcfian 
fragment (p. yi?)* Libcratui (Rrev. Eutych. c 25. p. 118.), and The o. 
phanes (p. i-i^Oa is more fober and latioral. ^ 

«i This cruel pradice is fpecially imputed to the Triarlan Goths kfs 
barbarous^ as ii'fhould feem, than the pypi/amirs : but the fon of Tlieodemir 
h charged with (iie ruin pf many Roman cities (Malchus Excerpt, i^g. 

P- 95-)? ' . .,s . . 

» • 

B 4 not 
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CHAP, not as the monarch, but as the mihifter of a fe- 
rocious people, whofe fpirit was unbroken by fla- 
very, and impatient of real or imaginary irifults. 
Their poverty was incurable: fince the moft li- 
beral donatives were Toon dfflipated in wafteful 
luxury, and the mod fertile eftates became barren 
ill their hands; they defpifed, but they envied, 
the laborious provincials ; and when their fub- 
fiftence had failed, the Oftrogotbs embraced the * 
familiar refources of war and rapine. It had beeil 
the wifli of Theodoric (fuch at leaft was his de- 
claration), to lead a peaceful, obfcure, obedient 
life, on the confines of Scythia, till the Byzantine 
court, by fplendid and fallacious promifes^ fe- 
duced him to attack a confederate tribe of Goths^ 
who had been engaged in the party of Bafilifcus« 
He marched from his ftation in Masiia, on the 
folemn alTurance that before he reached Adria- 
^lople, he (hould meet a plentiful convoy of pro- 
vifions, and a reinforcement of eight thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot, while the legions 
of Alia were encamped at Heraclea to fecond his 
operations. Thefe meafures were difappointed by 
mutual jealoufy. As he advanced into Thrace, 
the fon of Theodemir found an inhofpitable foli. 
tude, and his Gothic followers, with an heavy 
' train of horfes, of mules, and of waggons, were 
betrayed by their guides among the rocks and pre- 
cipices of Mount Sondis, where he was ailaulted 
by the arms and inve£lives of Theodoric the fon 
of Triarius. From a neighbouring height, his 
artful rival harangued the camp of the Walamrsj . 
and branded their leader with the opprobrious 

names 
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names* of child, of madman, of perjured traitor, c^" a p. 
the enemy of his blood and nation. ^' Are you \..,.^v'^ 
ignorant," exclaimed the fon of Trlarius, " that 
it is the conftant policy of the Romans to deftroy 
^* 'the Goths by eacTi other's fwords ? Are you in- 
^^ fenfible that the vi£tor in this unnatural conteft 
" will be expoied, and juftly cxpofed, to their 
implacable revenge : Where are thofe warriors, 
my kinfmen and thy own, whofe widows now 
** lament that their lives were facrificed to thy ra(h 
" ambition ? Where is the wealth which thy foldiers 
poflefled when they were firft allured from their 
native homes to inlift under thy ftandard ? Each 
" of them was then mafter of three or four horfes ; 
^^ they now follow thee on foot like ilaves, through 
** the e defarts « of Thrace ; thofe men who were 
^* tempted' by the hope of meafuring gold with a 
'^ bufliel, thofe brave men who are as free and as 
** noble as thyfelf." A language fo well fuited to 
the temper of the Goths, excited clamour and dif- 
content ; and the fon of Theodemir, appreheniive 
of being left alone, was compelled to embrace his 
brethren, and to imitate the example of Roman* 
perfidy ". 

In every ftate of his fortune, the prudence and "^""j^j^^" 
firmnefs of Theodoric were equally confpicaous j conqutft pf 

A. D. 4^9* 
" Joriiandes (c* 56, 57. p. 696.) difplays the fervices of TheodoriCy 
confeiTes his rewards, but di^embles his revolt, of which fuch curious 
details have been prefcrved by Malchus (Excerpt. Legat. p. 78— 97.)* 
MarceilinuS) adomeflicof Juftiniani tinder whofe ivth confulihip (A. D. 
5^4.) he compofed his Chronicle (Scaiiger, Thcfaurus Temporum, P. ii. 
p. 34-^57 )y betrays his prejudice and pailSon : in Grsciam debacchan- 
tern . . . Zenoni; munificcntia pene pacatus • • . ben«ficiis nunquam (atLitus, 
&c. . , 

whether 
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CHAP, whether he threatened Conftantinople at the head 

XXXIX. 

of the confederate Goths, or retreated with a faith- 
ful band to the mountains and fea-coaft of Epirus. 
At length the accidental death of the fon of Tria- 
rius'^ deftfoyed the balance which the Romans 
had been fo anxious to prefer ve, the whole nation 
acknowledged the fupremacy of the Amali, and 
the Byzantine court fubfcribed an ignominious and 
oppreffive treaty "*. The fenate had already de- 
clared, that it was neceifary to chufe a party among 
the Goths, (ince the public was unequal to the 
fupport of their united forces ; a fubfidy of two 
thoufand pounds of gold, with the ample pay of 
thirteen thoufand men, were required for the leaft: 
confiderable of their armies*^; and the IfaurianSj 
who guarded not the empire but the emperor, 
enjoyed, befides the privilege of rapine, an annual 
penfk)n of five thoufand pounds. The fagacious 
mind of Tbeodoric foon perceived that he was 
odious to the Romans, and fufpeded by the Bar- 
barians ; he underilood the popular murmur, that 
his.fubjefts were expofed in their frozen huts to 
^intolerable hardiliips, while their king was dif- 
folved in the luxury of Greece, and he prevented 
the painful alternative of encountering the Goths, 
as the champion, or of leading them to. the field as 
the enemy, of Zeno. Embracing an enterprife 
worthy of his courage and ambition, Theodoric 

XI As he was riding in hl^ own campy an unruly bcrfe threw him 
againtl the point of a fp:ar wliicli hong before a tcnt^ or was fixed oo a 
waggon (Marcel!:n« in Chron. EvagriuS^ 1. iii. c* 25*)* 

14 See Malchus (p. 91.) and Evagrius (L iii. c. 35«)* 

15 Malchus, p. 85. in a fingle a£iion, which wa$ decided by the (kill 
and difcipline of Sabinjani Theodoric could lofe 50CO m^n*. 

addreiil^ 
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addrefled the emperor in the foHowins: words : chap. 
^' Although your fervant is mamtsiined in afflu- ^ — ^^^ 
** ence by your liberality, gracioufly liftea to the 
*• wiihes of my heart ! -Italy, the inheritance of 
** your predeceffors, and Rome itfelf the head and 
** miftrefs of the world, now fluftuate under the 
** violence and oppreffion of Odoacer the merce- 
nary. Direfl: me, with my national troops, to 
march againft the tyrant. If I fall, you will be 
" relieved from an expenfive and troublefomc 
** friend : if, with the Divine permiflion, I fuc- 
*' ceed, I fliall govern in your name, and to your 
" glory, the Roman fei^ite, and the part of the 
^* republic delivered from flavery by my vido- 
♦' rious arms." The propofal of Theodoric was 
accepted, and perhaps had been fuggeded, by the 
Byzantine court. But the forms of the coir.mrffion 
or grant, appear to have been exprefled with a 
prudent ambiguity, which might be explained by 
the event ; and it was left doubtful, whether the 
conqueror of Italy ihould reign as the lieutenant, 
the vaflal, or the ally of the emperor of the 
Eaft "^. 

The reputation both of the leader and of thfe hu march, 
war diffhfed an univerfal ardour ; the Walanurs 
were multiplied by the Gothfc fwarms already 
engaged in the fervice, or feated in the provinces, 
of the« empire ; and each bold Barbarian, who had 
heard of .the wealth and beauty of Italy, was im- 

ifi Jornandes (c. 57. p. 696, 697.) has abridged the great hiftory of 
Cafliodorius. See, co.i.pare, and reconcile, Procopius (Gothic 1. i- c i.^ 
the^Valefiaii Fragment (p*7i80> Thcophanes (p. ii3.)> ^^^ M^rccUinus . 
(inChron.). 

' . /' ^ patient 
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CHAP, patient to feek, through the moft perilous adven^ 

tures, the poffellion of fuch encha^nting objedts. 

The m»rch of Theodoric muft . be cbufidered as 

the ertiigration of an entire people;, the wives and 

children of the Goths, their aged parents, and moft 

precious effcdls, were carefully traufportcd ; and 

fome idea may be formed of the heavy baggage 

that now followed the carap, by the lofs of two 

thoufand waggons, which had beeri fudained in 

a fingle adlion in the war of Epirus. por their 

fubfiftence, the Goths depended on the magazine^ 

of corn which was ground in portable mills by the 

hands of their women ; on the milk and flt^lh of 

their flocks and • herds ; on the cafual produce of 

the chace, and upon the contributions which they 

might impofe on all who fliould prefume to dit 

pute the pjiflage, or to rcfufe their friendly affift- 

ance. Notwithftanding ihefe precautions, they 

were expofed to the danger, and almofl: to the 

diftrefs of famine, in a march of feven hundred 

miles, which had been undertaken in the depth. of 

a rigorous v^inter. Since the iall of the Roman 

power, Dacia and Pannonia no longer exhibited 

the rich profpeft of populous cities,- ».well^ulri* 

vated fields, and convenient highways : "thif reign 

of barbarifniand deflation was refloredy-and the 

tribes of Bulgarians, Gepidae, and Sarmatians, 

who had occupied the vacant province, were 

prompted by their native ifierceneft, or the folicit- 

ations of Odoacer, to refid the progrefs of his 

enemy* In many obfcure though bloody battles, 

Theodoric fpught and vanquiflied ; till at length, 

fu'iffrounting every obflacle by Ikiltur condu6l and 

I • perfcvtring 
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perfevering courage, he defcended from the Julian chap- 

Alps, and difplayed his invincible banners on the ,^^1 ^ 
confines of Italy *'• 

Odoacer, a rival not unworthy of his arms, had Vl^ *'"*? 

' ^ ■' ^ T* defeats of 

already occupied the advantageous and well-known odoacet, 
poft of the river Sontius near the ruins of Aquileia j Aug. al ^' 
at the head of a powerful hoft, whofe independent a^d. 490*, 
kings '* or leaders difdained the duties of fubordina- Auguit. 
tion and the prudence of delays. No fooner had 
Theodoric granted a (hort repofe and refrethment 
to his wearied cavalry, than he boldly attacked the 
fortifications of the enemy ; the Oftrogoths (hewed 
more ardour to acquire, than the mercenaries to 
defend, the lands of Italy ; and the reward of the 
firft vi£lory was the pofleffion of the Venetian pro- 
vince as far as the walls 6f Verona. In the neigh- 
bourhood of that city, on the fteep banks, of the 
rapid Adige, he was oppofed by a new army rein- 
forced in its numbers, and not impaired in its 
courage : the conteft was more obftinate, but the 
event was dill more decifive; Odoacer fled to 
Ravenna, Theodoric advanced to Milan, and the 
vanquifhcd troops faluted their conqueror with loud 
acclamations of refpedl and fidelity. But their 
want either of conftancy or of faith, foon expofe4 
him to the moft imminent- danger j his vanguard, 
with feveral Gothic counts which had been ralhly 

17 Theodoric'* march is fupplled and illuftrated by Eonodiui (p. 1598— 
1602), when the bombaft of the oration is tranflated into the languigc of 
common fenfe. 

i»Totregcs, «cc. (Ennodlus, p. i6o».)« We muft recolle«liow much 
the royal title was multiplied and degraded, and that ihe mercenaries of 
luly were the fragments of many tribes tnd nations* 

entrufted 
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CHAP, entfufted to a deferter^ was betr?iyed and deftfoyei 
near Faenza by his double treachery; Odoacer 
again appeared mafter of the field, and the invader, 
ftrongly entrenched in his camp of Pavia, was 
reduced tofoHcit the aid of a kindred nation, the 
Vifigoths of Gaul. In the courfe of this htftory,. 
the mod votacioifs appetite for war will be abund- 
antly fatiated ; nor can I much lament • that our 
dark and imperfeft materials do not afford a mofe 
ample narrative of the :difl:refs of Italy, and of the 
fierce conflift, which was. finally decided by the 
abihties, experience, and valour of the Gothic 
king. Immediately before the batde of Verona> 
he vifited the tent of his mother *^ and fifter, and 

• requefted, that on a day, the moft illuftrious fefti* 
val of his life, they would adorn him with the rich 
garments which they had worked with their own 
hands. " Our glory,'' faid he^ " is nautual and 
** infeparable. You are known to the world as 
.*' the mother of Theodoric ^ and it becomes me to 
*' prove that I am the genuine offspring of thofc 

^"heroes from whom I claim my defccnt.'* The 
wife or concubine of Theodemir was infpired with 
the fpirit of the German matrons, who efteemed 
^heir.fon/s honour far aboye their fafety ; and it is 
reported, that in a defperate adiori, when Thep- 

, doric himfelf was hurried along by the torrent of a 
flying crowd, (he boldly met them- at the entrance 

« " ' ■ » 

Y9 See Innodiusy p. 1603, 1604. Since the orator, H the Idng*$ pre- 
fence, could mention and praife . his moth^r^ we may conclucle that the 
magnaninnity of Theodoric was not hurt by the vulgar reproaches of concu- 
bine and badard*- 

of 
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of die camp, and, by ^er generous reproaches, chap. 
drove them back on the fwords of the enemy ^« ^■.-^.■^» 
From, the Alps to the extremity of Calabria^ His apim- 
Theodoric reigned by the right of oonqueft : the ^X"^ 
Vandal ambafladcu's furrendered the ifland of Sicily^ MaS'h*'^ 
as a lawful ^pendage of his kingdoQi ; and he was 
accepted as the delirerer of Rome by the fenate and 
people, wiio had (hut their gates againfl: the flying 
iftTuiper "• Ravenna alon,e, fecure in the fortifica- 
tions of art and nature, ftill fuftained a fiege of 
acfanoft three years ; and the daring fallies of Odo*> 
acer carried flaughter and difmay into the Gothic 
camp. At length, deftitute of provifions and 
hopeleis t)f relief, that unfiDrtunate monarch yielded 
to the groans of lus fubjeds and the clamours of 
his^ Jbldiers. A treaty of peace was negdciated by 
th^ biftidp of Ravenna ; the Ohrogoths were ad- 
matted into the city, and the hoftile kings con* 
feated, lender the fanftion of an oath, to rule with 
isqual and undividfed authority the ' provinces of 
Italy. The event of fuch aii agreement may be 
^afily foreieen. After fome days had been de- 
voted- to the femblance of joy and friendfliip, 
Odoacer, in the midft of a folemn banquet, was 

ftabbed by the hand, or at lead by the command, 
of hb rival. Secret and effectual orders had 

ao This anecdote is rcUted on the modem but re fprflable authority of 
Sigonius (op torn. i. p. 580. De Occident. Imp. 1. xv.) : his wo^ds arc 
curious**-*' Would you return ?'* &c. She prefenced, and almoft diiplayedy 
the original recefs. 

*t Hift. Mifceli. 1.XV. a Roman hidory from Janus to th« X9th century, 
an Epitome of £utropius, Paulus Diaconus, and Theophanes, which Mura> 
tori has pubUflied from a MS. in the Ambroiian library (Script. Rerun* 
Italicaruniytom. L p.'xo», 

been 
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c H A p« been previoufly difpatcfaed ; the fiuchlefs and tapa« 

v.^,^.^ cious mercenaries, at the fame moment^ and with* 

out refiftance, were univerfally maflacred ; and 

the royahy of Theodoric was proclaimed by the 

Goths, with the tardy, relu£lant, ambiguous con- 

fent of the emperor of the Eaft. The defign of a 

confpiracy was imputed^ according to the ufual 

forms, to the proftrate tyrant ; but his innpcenice^ 

and the guilt of his conqueror**, are fiifficiently 

proved by the advantageous treaty which force 

would not fmcerely have granted, nor weakneft 

have raflily infringed. The jcaloufy of power, and 

the mifchiefs of difcord, may fugged a more decent 

apology, and a fentence lefs rigorous may be. pro* 

flounced againft a crime which was neceifary to 

introduce into Italy a generation of public felicity; 

Reign of The living author of this felicity, was audacioufly 

^n^°or'!' P^^^ifed in his dwn prefence by facred and profane 

Italy 5 orators *' j but hiftory (in his time Ihe was mute 

March^.— ^nd inglorious) has not left any juft reprefentation 

Au^3o!^' of the events which difplayed, or of the d^feftf 

which clouded, the virtues of Theodoric **• One 

record 

»* Pfocepius (Gothic. I. i. c. i.) approves himftlf an iiti|$lirtial fceptic : 
^CKJ"* . • . JoXffaj TgoTTw fxTiwe, Caifiodorius (in Chron.) «nd Ennodms 
(p. 1604.) are loyal and credulous, and the tedlmony of the Valefian 
Fragment (p. 7 iS.) may juftify their belief. Marcellinas fpits the venoiQ 
of a Creek fQbjt£t— ^perjuriis ille^us, interfeAuf<}ue eft (in Chron.)* 

%} The fonorous and fervile oration of Ennodius was pronounced at 
Milan or Ravenna in the years 507 or 508 (Sirmond, torn. i. p. ]6i5.]f. 
Two or three years afterwards, the orator wat rewarded with the biihopnck 
of Pavia^ which he held till his death in the year 511.' (Dupin. Biblioc. 
£cclef. torn* v. p. xx— 14.. See Saxii Onotnafticon, torn. ii. p. is.}* 

^4 Our bed materials are occaflonal hints from Prooopius and the 
Valefian Fragoient, which was difcovered by Sirmond^ and is pub- 

Uihed 
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record of his &me, the volume of public eiuftte$ c k a pw 
compofed by Cafliodorius in tbe royal name, is ftill wi^v-w 
extant, and has obtained more implicit credit than 
it feems .to deferve*'. They exhibit the forms, 
j-ather th^i^ the fubftance, of his government ; and 
we Ihopld vainly fearch for the pure and fponta* 
neous fentiments of the Barbarian amidft the de- 
clamation ^d learning of ^. fophifl:, the wifhes of 
a Roman fenator, the precedents of office, and the 
vague profeffions, which, in every court and oii 
every ocqafion, compofe the language of difcreet 
minifters. The reputation of Thcodoric may re- 
pofe with more confidence on the vifible peace an4 
profperity of a reign of thirty-three years; the 
unanimous efteem of his own times, and the me* 
mory of his wifidom and courage, his juftice and 
humanity, which was deeply imprelTed on the minds 
of tbe Goths and Italians. 

The partition of the lands of Italy, of which Partitioa 
Theddoric affigned the third part to his foldiers, 
is honourably arraigned as the fole injuftice of hLs 
life. And even this a£l may be fairly juftified by 
the example of Odoacer, the rights of conqueft, 
the true Interefl of the Italians, and the facred duty 

iiflied at the eixl of Ammianus MarccIIiniM. Tlie author's name is unknowiiy 
«ik1 his ftyle is barbarous ; but in his various fafts be exhibits the know- 
ledge, without the pallions, of a contemporary. The prefident Montefquir u 
had formed the plan of an hiftory of Theodoric, which at a diftance might 
appear a rich and interefting fubje^* 

ay The beft edition of the yarianm Libri xii. is that of Joh. Carrctius 
(Rotomagi, 1679, '" *^P' Cafliodor. 2 vol. in fol.)} but they deferved and 
required fuch an editor as the Marquis Scipio M^ffei, who tho*ight of pub • 
lifting them at Verona. The Barbara E/egarmt (as it is ingeniouily named 
by Tirabofchl) is oeverfimplei and feldoni perfpicuous. 

Vol. VII. C of 
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of fubfiftmg a whole people, who, on the faith of his 
promifes, had tranfported themfelves into a diilant 
land *^ Under the reign of Theodbric, and in 
the happy climate of Italy, the Goths foon multi- 
plied to a formidable hoft of two hundred thou- 
fand men*', and the whole amount of their families 
may be computed by the ordinary addition of wo- 
men and children* Their invafion of property, 
' a part of which muft have been already vacant, 
. was difguifed by the generous but improper nam6 
oi hofpitality ; thefe unwelcome guefts were irre- 
gularly difperfed over the face of Italy, and the lot 
of each /Barbarian was adequate to his birth and 
office, the number of his followers, and the ruftic. 
wealth which he poffefled in flaves and cattle. The 
diftinSions of .noble and plebeian were acknow- 
ledged *^ ; but the lands of every freeman were 
OKempt from taxes, and he enjoyed the ineftimable 
j^rivil'ege of being fubjeft only to the laws of his 
country *^ Fa(hion, and even convenience, foon 
perXuaded the conquerors to affume the more ele- 
gant drefs of the .natives, but they ftill perfifted in 
the .ufe of their mother-tongue; and their con- 
tempt for the Latin fchools was applauded by The- 

»6 Procopius, Gochic. 1. i. c. r. Variarum, ii. Matfci '( Verona Illuflratai 
ji \. p 228.)<cxaogera:es the injulHce of the Goths, wiiom he hated as an 
It^iian noble. The pitbeian Muratori croucht& under their opj^eflion. 

V* Procopius, Gotli. 1. iii. Ci4. ai« £nnodiusde£cribe6(p. i^ia» 1613.) 

the militaiy arcs and increafing numbers of die Gottis. 

• 2.8 Wheiv Thcodorig gave his fiilcr to the kibg of the VandaU, (he failed 

.lor Africa with a guard of 1000 noble Goths, ea^h of whom was attended 

by five armed followers (Procop. Vandal. 1. i. c S.)« The Gothic nobiUty 

mQl^ hi(ve been as numerous as brave. 

£9 See the ucknowkci^mcnt of Gothic liberty, Var. v. 50* 

. . odoric 
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odldrlc hiittfelf, who' gratified their prejudices, or c .h a p. 
his own, by (teclaring, thac the child who had ^r.-^I,- 
trembled zf ^ rod, would never dare to bok upon, 
a fword ^''. Diftrefs might fometinies provoke the 
indigent Roman to aflume the ferocious manners 
which were infenfibljr relinquiflied by the rich and 
luxurious Barbarian '': but thefe mutual conver- 
(ions were not encouraged by the policy of a mo- 
narch who perpetuated the feparation of the Ita* Separation 
lians and Goths; referving the former for the arts abditaiiant. 
of peace, and the latter /or the fervice of war. To 
accomplifh this defign, he ftudied to protect hi$ 
induftrious fubjeds, and to moderate the violence 
without enervating the valour of his foldiers, wha 
were maintained for the public defence. They 
held their lands and benefices as a military ftipend 
at the found of the trumpet, they were prepared 
to march under the conduct of their provincial of* 
ficers; and the whole extent of Italy was diflii* 
buted into the feveral quarters of a well-regulated 
camp. The fervice of the palace and of the 
frontiers was performed by choice or by rotation j 
and each extraordinary fatigue was recompenfed 
by an increafe of pay and occafional donatives. 
Theodoric had convinced his brave companions^ 
that empire mud be acquired and defended by the 

30 Procopius, Goth. 1. j. c. «. The Roman boya learnt the language 
( Var. vUi. 21.) of the Goths. Their general ignorance is not defiroyed b/ 
the exceptions of Amalafuntluiy a fenuile, who might ftudy wittiout iham«, 
or of TheodatYis, whofe learning provoked the iodigoation and coniemptvOf 
hs countrymen. 

3> A faying of Theodoric was founded on experience i *' Romanus m'lfte 
*' imit^ltur Gothusn; et utilis (dives J Gothu» imitaiur Roaiaiium.** (Set 
the Fragment and Notes of Valefius, p. 7^9.} 

C a fame 
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CHAR fame arts. After his ekample, thij ftrote to txctl 
^.^--v^' iti the ufe; tiot only of the lance and fword, the 
inftruments of their vidories, but of the miifile. 
weapons, which they were too much inclined to 
neglefl; and the lively image of war was difplayed 
in the daily exercife and annual reviews of the 
Gothic cavalry, A firm though gentle difcipUne 
impofed the habits of modefty, obedience^ and 
temperance } and the Goths were inftruded to fpare 
the people, to reverence* the laws, to underitand 
the duties of civil fociety, and to difclaim the bar- 
barous licence of judicial combat and private re- 
venge ^\ 
Foreign po- Amoug the Barbarians of the Weft, the vidory of 
odoric * Theodoric had fpread a general alarm. Butasfoon 
as it appeared that he was fatisfied with ccHiqueft and 
defirous of peace, terror was changed into re^£t, 
and they fubmitted to a powerful mediation, which, 
was uniformly employed for the beft purpofes 
of reconciling their quarrels and civilizing their 
manna's". The ambaffadors who reforted to 
Ravenna from the moft diftant countries of £u<» 
tope, admired his wifdom, magnificeiice '% and 

courtefy ; 

3^ The view of the military eltablKhraent of the Gotlis in Italy, is coU 
lifted from the Epiilles of CalRodorius (Var. u ^4* 40* iii. 3. 24. 4S. iv^ 13* 
14. V. 26y %7» vUi. 394. 45. }• They are illuftrated by the learned Mafcou 
(Hiil. of the Germans, 1. xi. 40—44. Annotation xiv.). 

91 Seethe cleamcfi and visottrof his Degocbtionsm£hnodius (p. i6o7>)> 
«nd Cafliodorius (Var. iii. 1, 1, 3, 4. lY. t$, v. 43, 44.), who gives th^ 
different ilylcs of friendihip, counfel, expoAulation, &c. 

24 Even of his table (Var. vi^9.) tnd palace (vii. 5.^. The admira- 
-Cion of firanseri is reprcfented at the moft ratioaal motive to juftify the/e 

vaiii 
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icoartdy ; and If be foipetirnes accepted pithor c h a i^. 
flaves or arms, white horfes or ftrange animalSs 
the gift of a fun^dialy a water-clock, or a mufl- 
cian, admoniihed even the princes of Oaul, of the 
fuperior art and induftry of bis Italian AibjefU* 
His domeftic alliances ", a wife, two daught<^rs, a 
fifter, and a niece, united the family of Theodoric 
with the kings of the Franks, the Burgundians, 
the Vifigoths, the Vandals, and the Thuringians ; 
and contributed to mamtain the harmony, or at leaCt 
the balance, of the great republic of the Weft ^^ 
It is difficult in the dark forefts of Germany and 
Poland to purfue the emigrations of the Heruli, a 
fierce people who difdained the ufe of armour, and 
who condemned their widows and aged parents not 
.to furvive the lofs of their hufbands, or the decay 
of their - ftjength ''. The king of tbefe favage 
warriors folicited the friesdflup of Theodoric, and 
was elevated to the rank of his fon, according to 
the barbaric rites of a military adoption ''• From 

vain expences, and to ftimulate the diligence of the officers to whom thofe 
provinces were entrufted. 

35 See the public and private alliances of the Gothic monarcli, with tlic 
Burgundians (Var.i. 45, 46.), with the Franks (il 40. \ with the Thurin- 
gians (iv. i.), and with the Vandals (v.i.)- Each of thefe epiftlcs affords 
fome curious knowledge of the policy and manners of the Barbarians. 

}6 His political fyftcm may be obfervcd in Caflrodorius ( Vsr. iv. 1 . ix. i.}f 
Jorwandes (c, 58. p. 698, 699.), and the Vaicfian Fragment (p. 7*0, 7a>0- 
Peace, honourable peace, was the conflant aim of Thecdoric, 

J7 The curious reader may conicmplate the Heruli ofProcopius (Goth. 
I. ii. c. i4.)» and the patient reader may plungtf into the dark and minote 
rcfearclies of M. de Buat (Hift. dcs Peuples Anciens/ tom.ix. p. 548— 

396- )• 
j8 Variarum, iv. a. The fpirit and forms of this martial inftitution are 

noticed by Cafliodorius ; but he (cems to have only trandated the fcnti- 

meats of the Gothic king into the language of Roman eloquence. 

C 3 .the 
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G H A ?• the ihores of the Baltic, the :£ftians or Livonius 
laid their offerings of native amber '^^ at the feet of 
. a prince, whofe ifame had excited them to under- 
take an unknown and dangerous journey of fifteen 
hundred miles. With the countpy ^ from whence 
the Gothic nation derived their origin, he. main- 
tained a frequent and friendly correfpohdence ; the 
.Italians were clothed in the rich fables** of Sw^* 
' den ; and one of its fovereigns, after a voluntary 
or reluftant abdication, found an hofpitable retreat 
in the palace of Ravenna. He had reigned over 
one of the thirteen populous tribes who cultivated 
a fmall portion of the great ifland or periihfula of 
Scandinavia, to which the vague appellation of 
Thule ha5 been fometimes applied. That northern 
region was^ peopled, or had been explored, as high 
as the fixty*eighth degree of latitude, where the 
natives of the polar circle enjoy and lofe tbe 
prefence of the fun at each fummer and winter fol« 

19 Caffiodoriiis, who quotes Tacitus to the i^^ftians, the unlettered fa* 
vagesof the Baltic (Var. v. x.), dcfcribes the amber for which their (hores 
^ave ever been famous, as the gum of a tree, hardened by the fun, and pu* 
rified and wafted by the waves. When that lingular fubilance i's analyfed 
|>y th£ cltemiiU, it yields a vegetable oil and a mineral acid. 

i^ Scan zia, or Thule, ia defcribed by Jornandes (c 3. p. 610— 613.) a»4 
Proccpius (Goth. 1. ii. c 15.). Neither the Goth nor the Greek had viOte^ 
the country : both had converfed with the natives i|i tlie.r exile at Ravenpa 
or Constantinople. 

4-1 Hapberinfts pdhs. In the time of Jornandes, they inhabited Suetlatfs^ 
the proper Swtdcn ; but that beautiful race of animals lias gradually been 
driven into th- eaAern parts of Siberia. See Buffon (Hi/^. Nat; torn. Xiii. 

t309— 3 » 3- quarto edition)} Pennant (Syflem o^ Quadrupeds, vol. i. p. i%% 
318.); Gmelin (HiA. Gen. des Voyages, tom. xviii. p, 157, 258.}; an<| 
LevcfQue (Hift de Ruflic, torn. V. p. 165, 166.514, 515.) 

ftice 
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iice' during an eqtai^r period of forty days 
^ loQg night offbis absence or death was the mQum- 
• ful feafba, ofdiftrefs gn^ anxiety, till the meflen- 
ger&,who bad been fent to the mountain tops, de- 
fcried th<5;firft rays of returning light, and pro- 
claimed to the plain below the fedival of his re« 
furredbn*'. 

-Tbc iifeof Theodoric reprefents the rare and H^d^frn- 
|:Beritorious example of a Barbarian, who fbeathed 
. his fword in the pride of vi£tory and the vigour 
of J^is. age. A reign of three and thirty years was 
confecrated to, the duties of civil government, and 
the hoftilities in which he was fometimes involved, 
were fpeedily terminated by the conduft of his 
lieutenants, the difcipline of his troops, the arms 
pf hi§ allies, and even by the terror of his name. 
He reduced, under a ftrong and regular govern- 
ment, the unprofitable countries of Rhsetia, No- 
ricum, DaUnatia, and Pannonia, from the fource of 
the Danube and the territory of the Bavarians *^> 

to 

♦» In thefyftem or romance of M. Bailly (Lettres fur les f^ciences etfur 
TAtlantide, torn. i. p» 249— 256. torn. li. p. 2 14-^139, ), the phosnix of tb^ 
£^da, and the annual death and revival of Adonis and 01iris> are the all^ 
gorical fymbols of the abfence and return of the fun in the Arftic regions. 
This ingenious writer is a worthy difcipie of the great Btifibn : nor is it eaff 
fat the coldcil reafon to withdand the magic of their philofopiiy. 

43 'AuTtj Tg Ot/XiTftK i ju.ey*r*J tot soprwy ir^, feys Frocoplut. At pre^ 
fent a rude Manicheifm (.generous enough) prevails among the Sainoyedes 
in Greenland and in Lapland (Hifl. des Voyages, torn, xviii. p. 50^, 509. 
torn. xix. p, 105, X06. 547, 528.); yet, acfording to Grotius, Samojutae 
ccelum atque aftra adorant, numina haud aliis iniquiora (de Rebus Belgicis, 
I. iv. p. 338. foHo edition) : a fcntence which Tacitus wouki not have^dif- 
owned. 

44 See the Hift. des Peup|es Anciens, ice. tpm. ix. p. 255^-173. 396—* 
50 X. The Count de Bi^at was French minifter ^t Che court of Bavaria : ji 

4 liberal 
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CHAP, to the petty kbgdom ere£ied by the Oq>idae oq 
%i.t0m^mmif the ruins of Sirmium. His pnid^ifce could not 
fafely entruft the bulwirk of Italy to fuch feeble 
and turbulent neighbours ; and his juftice might 
chini the lands which they opprefled, either as a 
part of his kingdom, or as the inheritance of hid 
father. The greatnefs of a fervant, who was naified 
perfidious bccaufe he was fuccefsful, awakened the 
jealoufy of the emperor Anaftafius ; and a war was 
kindled on the Dacian frontier, by the prbteflion 
which the Gothic king, in the viciflitude of humaA 
affairs, had granted to one of the defcendant^ of 
Attila. Sabinian, a general illuftriou^ by his own 
and Other's merit, advanced at the head of ten 
thoufand Romans ; and the proviHons and a^rms, 
which filled a long train of waggons, were diftri- 
buted to the fierceft of the Bulgarian tribes. But, 
in the fields of Margus, the eaftern powers were 
defeated by the inferior forces of the Goths and 
Huns ; the flower and even the hope of the Ro« 
hian armies was irretrievably deftroyed ; and fuch 
was the temperance with which Theodoric had 
infpired his viftorious troops, that as their leader 
had not given the figtial of pillage, the rich fpoils 
His naval of the enemy lay untouched at their feet ^^ Ex- 
aTpI^^V afperatcd by this difgrace, the Byzantbe court 
difpatched two hundred fhip^ and eight tidoufand 

£bcral curiofity prompted his inquiries into the antiquities o([ the country, 
and that curiofity was the germ of twelve refpe^able volumes. 

45 See the Gothic tranfa£lions on the Danube and in lUyrjcum, in Jor- 
* nandes (c. 5S. p. 699.)» Ennodius (p. 1607— i6io.)9 Marcellinus (in 

Chron. p. 44. 47>4S.]y and Caiiiodorius (inChron. and Var. fii. 23. 50. 
iv. 13. vii, 4« %^ Ttii. 9, io> 11 1 2rt ix. 8, 9.) 

men 
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men to plunder the fea^oaft of Cakbrta and Aptt« crap. 
lia; they aiTaulted the ancient city of Tarentom^ 
interrupted the trade and agriculture of an happy 
country^ and failed back to the Hellefpont, proud 
of their piratical vidory over a people whom they 
ftill prefumed to confider as their Roman bre- , 
^hren"**. Their retreat was poffibly haftened by 
the aftivity of Theodoric ; Italy waS covered by 
a fleet of a thoufand light veiTels^^ which be con* 
ilru£ted with incredible difpacch ; and his iirni 
aaoderation was foon rewarded by a folid and 
honourable peace. He maintained with a powerful 
hand the balance of the Weft, till it was at length 
overthrown by the ambition of Clovis; and 
although unable to ailift his raih and unfortunate 
kinfman the king of the Vifigoths, he faved the 
remains of his family and people, and checked 
the Franks in the midft of their vidorious career. 
I am not defirous to prolong or repeat^ thi»nar«^ 
rative ol* military events, the lead interefting of 
the reign of Theodoric ; and fliall be content to 
add, that the Alemanni were protected ^% that an 

46 I cannot forbear tranfcrlbing the liberal and claiTic ftyle of Count 
Marcellhius: Romanus comes domefticorum, et Rufttcus comes fjholari- 
orum cum centum armatis navibus, totidcmquc dromonibus, oAo millia 
Riilitum armatorum fecum fercntibus, ad devadanda 1 talis iittora procefle- 
rtint, ec ufque ad Tarentum antiquilfimam civitatem aggrefii funt ; remen« 
foque mari inhoneftam vi^oriam quam piraticd aufu Roman! ex Romania 
rapuerunty Anailafio Qvfari rcpottaiunt (in Chron. p. 4S-)* See Variar. 
i. ]6 ii. 3S. 

47 See the royal orders and inilrudloni (Var. iv. 15. y, 16—20.). Tiiefc 
armed boats Ihould be fhli fmaller tlian tlie thoufand veflels of Agamtmiion 
at the fiegc of Troy, 

4? Vol. vi. p. 330 — 337. , 

49 Ennodius (p, 1610.) and Cafliodorius, in the royal name (Var. ii. 41. )> 
iVcord.bU fidutapy protection ol'tlic Alemanni. 

inroad 
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^yoixixi ^^^^* ^^ ^^^ Bargufidians was feverely chaftifcd, 
^...-.v-^ and .that the conqueft of Aries and Marfeilles 
opened a free communication with the Vifigothsj 
who revered him both as their national proteftor, 
and 33 the guardian of his grandchild, the infant 
fon of Alaric^ -Under this refpedable charafter, 
the king of Italy reftored the praetorian praefe^ 
tpre of the Gauls, reformed fome abufes in the 
civil government of Spain, and accepted the 
annual tribute ^nd apparent fubmiflion of its mili* 
tary governor, who wifely rrfufed to truft his 
perfon in the palace of Ravenna ^°, The Gothic 
fover^gnty was eftabliflied from Sicily to the 
Panube, from Sirmium or Belgrade to the Atlantic 
Ocean ; and the Greeks themfelves have acknow- 
ledged th^t Theodoric reigned over the faireft 
portion of the weftern empire *'. 
dvjigo- The union of the Goths and Romans might 
of Italy ac. havdi fiKcd for ages the tranfient happmela of 
S Roman Italy; and the firft of nations, a new people of 
^'^' free fubjeSs and enlightened foldiers, might have 
gradually arifen frpm the mutual emulation of 
their refpeftive virtues. But the fublime merit 
of guiding or feconding fuch a revolution, was 
not referved for the reign of Theodoric ; he 
wanted either the genius or the opportunities of 

50* The Gothic tranfaf^iotis in Gaul and Spain are rc^jrefcnted with fome 
perplexity in Caffi jdorius ( Var. Hi. jz. 38/41.43)44.. v. 79.), Jornandes 
(c. 581 p. 698, 699 ), and Procopius (Goth. 1. T. c. iz.). I will neither 
h.ar nor reconcile the long'and conrradiflory arguments of the Abbe Dubos 
and the Count de Buat, about the wars of Burgundy. 

51 Thtophanes, p. 113. . 

^ ' a le- 
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^ a legiflator**; and while he indulged the Goth* ^ " ^/* 

in the enjoyment of rude liberty, he fcrvilely 
copied the inftiiudons, and even the abufes, of the 
political fyftem "which had been framed by Co»- 
ftantine and bis focceffors. From a tender regasd 
to the expiring prejudices of Rome, the Bax^ 
barian declined' the name, the purple, and the 
diadem of the emperors ; but he aflumed, under 
the hereditary title of king, the whole . fubftance 
and plenitude of imperial prerogative ". His ad- 
dreffes to the eaftern throne were refpedful and 
ambiguous ; he celebrated in pompous ilyte the 
harmony of the two republics, applauded Ug 
own government as the perfeft iimilitude of a 
fole and undivided empire, and claimed above the 
kings of the Arth the fame pre-eminence whiich 
he modeftly allowed to the perfon or ramk of 
Anaftafius. The alliance of the Eaft and Weft 
was annually declared by the unanimous choice of 
two confuls; but it ihould feem that the Italian 
candidate who was named by Theodoric, accepted 
a formal confirmation from the fovereign of Con* 
|lantinopIe **. The Gothic palace of Ravenna re* 

5^ PrpcQpius affirms that no laws whatfoever were promulgated by Theo« 
4oric «nd the fuccetding kings of Italy (Goth. J.ii. c. 6.). He mi|ft mean 
io the Gothic language. A l^atin cdiffl of Theodoric is ftiJl ext^nt^ in pne 
liiindred apd ftfty-four articles. 

51 The AiOagC of Tbeod9r]€ is engnivpd on his eoins : hlsmoded fucceflbfa 
were Satisfied witii adding their own name to the head of the reigning 
- emperor (Muratpri Amiquitfit. Italis Medil ^vi^ torn* ii. diflert. atxvli. 
p. 577-*-S79> ..Oiannpne Iftoria Civile di Napoli, torn* 1. p- i66.). 

54 The alliance of the emperor and the King of Italy are reprefented by 
Caffiodorius ( Vaf. i. r. \u i> Zy 3. vi. i.) and P|ocopiui (Gotii. I. ii. c. 6. 
). ill. c. ;ii*)f ^ho celebrate the friendihip of Anaftafius and Theodoric: 
bpt the ^guratlve ftyie of compliment was Uiterprcte^ Jin a very different 
fenfe at Coaiiantinople adid Ravcmui, 

fleded 
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c H A t. flcftcd the linage of the court oi Theodofius' of 
Valentinian. The praetorian prasfed:^ the pra^fe^ 
of Rome, the quifkovy the. mafter of th^ offices, 
with the public and patritntfnial tr^Cuf 6rs, vhoff^ 
fandbns are painted in gaudy cplouts l^y the rhe- 
-toric of Caiitodorias, ilill continued to a£l a$ the 
niinifters of ftate. And the f^bordkiate care of 
juftice and the revenue waa delegated to feven 
confulars, three corredors, and five prefidents^ 
who governed the fifteen regions of Italy, ao- 
cording to the principles and even< the forms of 
Roman jurifprudence ". The violence of the 
conquerors was abated or eluded by the flow 
artifice of judicial proceedings ; the civil adminif 
ilration, ^^ith its honours and emoluments, was 
confined to the Italians ; and the people dill pre- 
ferved their drefs and language,, their laws and 
' cuitoms, their perfopal freedom, ^nd two-thirds 
of their landed property* it had been the obje£): 
of Auguftus to conceal the introduction of 
monarchy ; it was the policy of Theodoric to dif* 
guifc the reign of a l^rbarian *^ If his fubjeds 

5f To the xvii provinces of the Notitla, Paul Warnefrid the deacon (be 
Keb. Longobard. 1. ii. c. 14'— 22.) has fubjoined an xvitith, the Appenliic 
(Muratori Script. Rcrum itaiicarum, torn. i. p« 431 —-433.). Butofthefe 
Sardinia and Corfica were poflefTed by the Vandals, and the two Rtiaetias, 
as well as the Cottian Alps, feem to have been abandoned to a military 
government. The ilate of the four provinces that now form the kingdoin 
of Naples, is laboured by Giannone (torn. 1. p« i7«. 178.) with patriotic 
diligence. 

S^ See the Gothic hiilory of Procopitrs (1. i. c« i* 1. ii« c. 6.), the Bpiftles 
of Cafliodorius (paiHm, bat efpecially the vth and vich bteks, 'which ^qt^ 
Xzmtht fovinuitty or patents of offices), and the Civil Hiftory of Gtannone 
(torn. 1. 1 ii. ill.). The Gothic counts, wLicb he places in every lialian 
city, are annihilated, however, hy Maffel (Verona lUuilrata, p« L 1. viii* 
p. 227.) ; for thofe of Syracufe and Naples (Van \u 92, 23O were fpectal 
and temporary commiflions. * • 

14 were 
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were fometibio Awakened from this pleafing ^xxxtx*** 
vifioa of a Roman government^ they derived more ^.--^v-w 
fubftanciai comfort from the character of a Gothic 
prince, who had penetration to difcem, and firm- 
nefs to purfue, his own and the public iotereft. 
Theodoric loved the virtues which he poiTelfed, 
and the talents of which he was deftitute. Libe* 
rius was promoted to the office of praetorian 
prsefef): for his unfhaken fidelity to the unfortu- 
nate caufe of Odoacer. The minifters of Theo* 
doric, Caffiodorius " and Bpethius, have reflected 
on his reign the luftre of their genius and learning. 
More prudent or more fortunate -than his col- 
league, Cafliodorius preferved his own efteem 
without forfeitii^ the royal favour ; and after pair- 
ing, thirty years in the honours of the world, he 
^was biefled with an equal term of repoie in the 
devout and ftudtous folitude of Squillace* 

As the patron of the republic, it was the in- Prorperiry 
tereft and duty of the Gothic king to cultivate the 
affections of the fenate ^^ and people. The nobles 
of Rome were flattered by fonorous epithets and 
formal profef&ons of refped, which had been more 
juftly applied to the merit and authority of their 

17 T^oW&stns d the ntme of Caifiodorm, eke farher (Var. I. z^ 40.) 
and the fon (ix. 24, %$*), were fucceifively employed in the adipiniftradon 
•f Theodoric* The ton was born In the year 479 ; his various epifttes as 
quaftor, mailer of thf offices, and {}r«torian prx{e€t, extend from 509 po 
539» ^Hid he livctd as a monk about thirty years (Tirabofchi Storia della 
Xeoef^titra Italians, torn. iii. p. 7'-«a4. • FabHcius, Bibiiot* Lat Med. ^vi, 
torn, l.^ 357» 3 S ^* ^^^* ^anfi ) . 

5S Sechia s^8i4 for the ieDate in Cochloaus (Vit. Thfod. viii.p. 72— 

So.}* 
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anceftors. The people enjoyed, tmhout fear 'or 
danger, the three bleflings of a capital, order, 
plenty, and public amufements, A vifible dimi- 
nution of their n u tnbers may be found even in the^ 
incafure of liberality ^' ; yet Apulia, Calabria, and' 
Sicily, poured their tribute of corn into the gra* 
naries of Rome ; an allowance of bread and meat 
was diftributed to the indigent citizens ; and every 
office was deemed honourable which was confe- 
crated to the care of their health and happinefs; 
The public games, fuch as a Greek ambafl&dor 
might . politely applaud, exhibited a faint and 
feeble copy of the magnificence of the Caefars : 
yec the mufical, the gymnaftic, and the panto- 
mime arts, had riot totally funk in oblivion ; the 
wild beafts of Africa flill exercifed in the amphi-^ 
theatre the courage and dexterity of the hunters ; 
and the indulgent Goth either patiently tolerated 
or gently reftrained the blue and green fadions,, 
whofe contefts fo often filled the circus with cla- 
mour, and even with blood ^°. In the feveuth 
year of his peaceful reign, Theodoric vifited the 
old capital of the world ; the fenate and people 
advanced in folemn procelTion to falpte a fecond 
Trajan, a new Valentinian ; and he nobly fup- 
ported that charader by the aiTurance of a jufl 



• J9 No more than izo.ooo moJit, or four thoufand quarters {Anonynn 
Valcfiati. p 7a 1. and Var. i. 35. vi. iS. xi 5. 39.)* 

60 See his, regard and indulgence for the fpe^cles of the circtis> the 
amphitheatre, and the theatre, in the Chronicle and Epiftles of Caffiodoriui 
(Var* i. 20. 27. 30, 31, 31. iii. 51. Iv. 51. illaftrated by the acKtb Anno- 
tation of M^^icou^s Hi (lory), who has contrived to fprinkle the fubje^ with 
QftentaUous> though agreeable learning. 

and 
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and legal government ^% in a difcourfe which be chap. 
was not afraid to pronounce in public, and to 
infcribe on a tablet of brafs. Rome, in this auguft 
ceremony, (hot a laft ray of declining glory ; and . 
a faint, the fpeftator of this pompous fcene, could i 
only hope in his pious fancy, that it was excelled 
by the celeftial fplendour of the New Jerufalem **. 
During a relidence of (ix months, the fame, the 
perfon, and the courteous demeanour of the Go* 
thic king, excited the admiration of the Romans^ 
and he contemplated, with equal curiofity and 
furprife, the monuments that remained of their 
ancient greatnefs. He imprinted the footfteps of 
a conqueror on the Capitoline hill, and frankly 
confeffed that each day he viewed with frefli 
wonder the forum of Trajan and his lofty co* 
lumn. The theatre of Pompey appeared, even 
in its decay, as a huge mountain artificially hol- 
lowed and poliflied, and adorned by human 
induftry ; and he vaguely computed, that a river of 
gold muft have been drained to ere6l the coloiTal 
amphitheatre of Tiius'^^ From the mouths of 
fourteen aqueducls, a pure and copious ilream 
was diffufed into every part of the city ; among 

<5i Anonym, Valcf. p. 7*1. JVJarius Avcnticenfis inChroir. In the fcale 
of public an«i perfenai mtnt^ the Gothic conquerur is ac lead as much aUvs 
Valtntinian, as he may feem infenor to Trajan. 

Ci Vit. Fulgentii in Baron. Annal. EccleC. A D. 500, N^ 10. 

65 CalTiodorius dtfcribes in liia ponipous ftyle the forum of Trajan (Var. 
vii. 6.)y the theatre of Marceiius (iv. 51,), ard thr amphitheatre of Titus 
(v. 4x.)> ^"^^ ^^^ defcriptions arc not unworthy of the reader's pcrufal. 
According to the modim prices, the Abbe barrhelcmy compuc;.s that the 
brick- work and mafonry of the Colifcum would now toft twenty millions of 
French livres (Mem. de TAcademie des lnicri;jtlons, toni. xxviii. p. 5^5, 
5)S6.). Hovv fmail a part of that Aupenduu:> fabric } 

thefe 
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CHAP, tbefe the Claudian water, which arofe at the dif- 

XXXIX 

tance of thirty.eight miles in the Sabine moun- 
tains, was convfeyed along a gentle though conftant 
declivity of folid arches, tilt it defcended on the 
fummit of the Aventine hill. The long and fpa- 
cious vaults which had been conftrufted for the 
pyrpofe of common fewers, fubfilled, after twelve 
centuries, in their priftine ftrength ; and the fubr 
terraneous channels have been preferred to all the 
vifible wonders of Rome^*. The Gothic kings, 
{o injurioufly accufed of the ruin of antiquity, 
were anxious to-preferve the inonuments of the 
nation whom they had fubdued ^\ The royal 
cdifts were framed to prevent the abufes, the ne- 
gleft, or the depredations of the citizens them-^ 
M^et ; and a profeffed architeft, the annual fum 
of two hundred pounds of gold, twenty-five thou- 
fattd tiles, and the receipt of cuftoms from the 
Lticrine port, were afligned for the ordinary 
repairs of the walls and public edifices* A fimilar 
care was extended to the ftatues of metal or marble 
of men or animals. The fpirit of the horfes, 
which have given a modern name to the Quiriual, 
was applauded by the Barbarians ^^ ; the brazep 

elephants 



64 For the aquedu«Sts and cloaca, fee Sfrabo (1. v. p. 3^0.), Pliny (Hift, 
Nat. xxxvi. 14. )> Cafiiodorius (Var. iii. 30, 31. vi. 6.), Procopius (Goth. 
1. i. c. T9 ), and Nardini (Roma Antica, p. 514. — 522]. How fuch works 
could be executed by a king of Iloa.e, is yd a problem. 

^S For tKe Gothic care of the buildings and (latues, fee CalTiodorius (Van 
i. 2t' 25. ii« 34. iv« 30* vii. 6. Z3* ]5.)> and the Valciiaii Fragment 
(p. 7»r). 

66 Var. vii. 15. Thcfe horfes of Monte-Cavallo had be^tn^sasiTported 
from ^Alexandria to th« baths of Conftantine (Nai^liniy p. i88/). Their 
Iculpture is difdained by the Abbe Dubo& (Reflexions fur, a Foefie ec 

fur 
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elephants of the Viafdcra were diligently reftored'^; ^ "jcijT" 
the famous heifer of Myron deceived the cattle, as «^i«i-v«w 
they were driven through the forum of Peace ^^ ; 
and an officer was created to protect thofe works 
of art, which Thebdoric confidered as the nobleft 
ornament of his kingdom. 

After the example of the lad . emperors, Theo- FiouriOiirg 
done preferred the refidence of Ravenna, where i^'^ 
he cultivated an orchard with his own hands ^^ 
As often as the peace of his kingdom was threat- 
ened (for it was never invaded) by the Barbarians, 
he removed his court to Verona '"^ on the northern 
frontier, and the image of his palace, ftiU extant, 
on a coin, reprefents the oldeft and mod authentic 
model of Gothic architedure. Thefe two capitals, 
as well as Pavia, Spoleto, Naples, and the reft of 
the Italian cities, acquired under his reign the 
ufeful or fplendid decorations of churches, aque- 
du&s, baths, porticoes, and palaces^'. But the 

ftir la PeintarCy torn. I* UCtion 3^), an4 admired by Winkelnum (Hlft. de 
TArt, torn. ii. p. 1590- 

67 Var. X. 10. They were probably a fragment of fome triumphal car 
(Cuper de Elephantis, ii. io.)* 

68 Procopius (Goth. 1. tv. c.21.] relates a fooliAi (lory of Myron*s cow» 
which is celebrated by the falfe wit of thirty. fix Greek epigrams (An- 
tfaolog. 1 iv. p* 301— 306. editi Hen. Steph. Aufon. Epigram* Ivili— 
lxviii.j. 

^ See an Epigram of Bnnodlus (ii. 3* p* 1S939 1S94.) on this garden 
and the royal gardener. 

7» his affe^lion for that city is proved by the epithet of " Verona tua," 
and the legend of the hero \ under the barbarous name of Dietrich of &>ern 
(Peiingfciold ad Cochloeumy p. 240.}, Malfei traces him with knowledgt 1 

and pleafure in his native country (1. ix. p. 230—136.)* 

7> See Matfeiy Verona lUuftrata, Part i. p. 131, 232. 308, £c. He im- 
putes Gothic archite^ure, like the corruption of language, i)vriting, &c. not 
to the Barbarians, but ' to the Italians themfelves. Compare his fentimeut* 
with tbnfe of Tirabofchi (torn. iii. p« 6 1 . )• 

VojL^ VII. D happinefs 
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CHAP, happinefs of the fubjeft wzs more truly cchfpJ- 
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cuous in the bufy fcene of labour and luxury, in 
the rapid increafe and bold enjoyment of national 
wealth. From the fliades of Tibur and Prasneft©^ 
the Roman fenators ftill retired in the winter- feafort 
to the warm fun, and falubrions fprings of Baise ; 
and their villas, which advanced on foiid moles 
into the bay of Naples, commanded the various 
profped of the (ky, the earth, and the water* 
On the eaftern fide of the Hadriatic, a new Cam* 
pania was formed in tbe fair and fruitful province 
of Iftria, which communicated with the palace of 
JRavenna by an cafy navigation of one huadred 
miles. The rich pioduftions of Lucania and the 
adjacent prorincea were exchanged at the Marci- 
tian fountain, in a populous fair annually dedi-' 
cated to trade, intemperance^ and fuperlUtion. In 
the folitude of Comum, which had once been 
animated by the mild genius of Pliny, a tranf* 
parent bafon above fixty miles in length ftill re- 
flected the rural feats which encompa&d the 
margin of the Larian lake ; and the gradual afcent 
of the hills was covered by a triple plantation of 
olives, of vines, and of chefnnt trees ^\ Agricul- 
.ture revived under the (h^dow of peace, ami the 
number of huibandmen was multiplied by the re-* 
dem-ption of captives ". The iron mines "of Dal- 

7^ The villas, cUmatCy and hpdikiji of Baix ( Var. ix. 6. See Cluvtuw 
Julia Anuq. Uiv. c.%. p. 11199 &c.), Iflria (Var. xu* ift.ft6.)» and C*. 
mum (Var. xi. 14. comp^ire wjth Fliny*5 two vilhuy ix. 7.}, are agreeably 
painted in the Epiflles ot CaiHodorius. 

. 7S in Ligoria numerofa agricolarum progenies (Ennodhis, p. x67ft» 
1679, 1680.). St. Egiphanius of Pavia redeemed by prayer or ranfom 6co» 
captives from the Burgyndians of Lyons and Savoy. Soch i/tedi are tlie beft 
of miracles. ^ 

.matia. 
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i»atia, a gold mine in Bruttium, were careftilly chap, 
explored, and the Pomptine marflies, as well as ^^*^^- 
Ibofe of Spoleto, were drained and cultivated by 
fMirate imdertakers, whofe diftant reward muft 
^depend <m the continuance of the public pro- 
ipcrity *♦. Whenever the feafons were lefs propi- 
tious, the doubtful precautions of forming maga- 
^nes of com, fixing the price, and prohibiting 
the exportation, attefted at leaft the benevolence 
tf the ftate ; but fuch was the extraordinary plenty 
Jwhich an induftrious people produced from a 
grateful foil, that a gallon of wine was fometimes 
fold in' Italy for lefs than three farthmgs, and a 
quarter of wheat at about 'five (hiHrngs and iix- 
pence ^*. A country poflefled of fo many va- 
luable objefls of exchange, foon attracted the 
tnerehants of the world, whofe beneficial traffic was 
encouraged and proteSed by the liberal fpirit of 
Theodoric. The free intercourfe of the pro- 
vinces by land and Water was reftored and ex- 
fended ; the city gates were never (hut either by 
t]ay or by night ; and the, common faying, that a 
purle of gold might be fafely left in the fields, 

74 The political economy of Theodoric (fee Anonym. Valef. p. 721. 
and-CjiAodoriuSy m Cbron.) may be diftindiy tcaced under the folbwing 
heads: iron mine (Var. iii. 9$.)} gold mine (ix. %%); Pomptine marflies 
(ii. 32^ 33.); Spoleto (ii. ii*y; com (i* 34* >• %y, 28*. xi. jx» ia.)$ trade 
^▼i- 7*9»23*)> ^*^r of LeuGotboe or St. Cyprian in Lucania (viil. 33.); 
plenty (xii. 4.) ; tbt curfut, or public poft (i. 29* it 31. iv» 47. v« 5. vl. (. 
vti. 33*) > ^^^ Flaminlan way (xii. iS.). 

75 LX modii tritici in foUdam ipfios tempore foerant, et.Vinum xxx 
amphoras in folidum (Fragment. Valef.)* Com was diftribiited from the 
Canaries at xv or xxv modli for a piece cf gold, and the price was dill mo- 
derate* 

D 2» was 
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was expreiTive of the confcious fecurity of the ish 
habitants '^ 

A difference of religion k always pernicious and 
often fatal to the harmony of the prince and peo^ 
pie ; the Gothic conqueror had been educated ia 
the profeffion of Arianiffin, and Italy was de^ 
voutly attached to the Nicene faith. But the 
perfuafion of Theodoric was not iafeded by zeal^ 
and he pioufly adhered to the herefy of his h*- 
thers, without condescending to balance the fubtfie 
arguments of theological metaphylics. Satisfied 
with the private toleration of hi& Arian ^ fftsAarieSw 
he juflly conceived himfelf to be the. guardian ojF 
the public wor(hip, and bis external reverence for 
a fuperflition which he defpifed, cns^y have nou^ 
tiflied in his mind the falutary indifference of a 
ftatefman or philofopher. The Catholics of his 
dominions acknowledged, perhaps with reluctance, 
the peace of the church i their clergy, according 
to the degrees of rank or merit, were honourably 
totertained in the palace of Theodoric ; he efteemed 
the living fan&ity of Caefarius^^ and £pipha« 
niijs '% the orthodox bi(hops of Aries and Pavia ; 
and prefented a decent offering on the tomb of 



7* Sec the life of St. Caferim in Baronius (A. D. 508, N« it, rj, 14. >. 
The king prefented him with 300 gokl foiidi^ and a dilcM of filver of th« 
weight ol fixty pounds. 

77 Ennodius in vid* St. Epiphanii, in Sirmond Opu torn. i. p. 1672— 
9690. Theodoric heftowred feme important favours on this biihopy whom 
he uTcd as acounfellor in peace and war. 

7> D<.votiiriacuilrac ii CathoUcus (Anooym. Vakf. p»72o.} j yet hUof- 
lenng was no more than two iilvcr candiefticks (ctrojirate) of the wtiglK 
ot feventy pounds, far inferior to the goki and gems o^ Conilantinopk «ul 
France (Anailalius U Vit. I'ont. in HorniIfda,p. 34. edit. Paris). 

14 . 5u 
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St. Peter, without any fcrupulous inquiry into ^ h a p. 
the creed of the apoftle '^ His favourite Goths, 
and even his mother, were permitted to retain or 
embrace the Athanafian faith, and his Idng reign 
•could not afford the example of ail Italian Ca« 
tholic, who, either from choice or compuUion, 
had deviated into the religion of the conqueror ^\ 
The people, and the Barbarians themfelves, were 
^ified by the pomp and order of religious ^or<- 
ihip ; the magiftrates were inftru£led to defend 
the jufl: immunities of ecclefiaftical perfons and 
poiTeflions; the bilhops held their fynods, the 
metropolitans exercifed their jurifdidion, and the 
privileges of fanftuary were maintained or mo- 
derated according to the fpirit of the Romaa 
jurifprudence. With the proteftion, Theodoric 
aflfumed the legal fupremaiy; of the church ; and 
his firm adminiftration reftored or extended fome 
«ifeful prerogatives which had befen neglected by 
the feeble emperors of the Weft. He was not 
Ignorant of the dignity and importance, of the 
Roman pontiff, to whom the venerable name of 
PoPc was now appropriated. The peace or the 
revolt of Italy might depend on the character of 
a wealthy and popular bifliop, who claimed fuch 

79 The tolcriting fyftcmof his reifn (Emiodius, p. 1611. Anon^rm. Valef. 
p. 719. Procop. Goth. I i. c. 1. 1. ii. c. 6.) may be ftudicd in the Epiftict 
of Cafliodorius, under the following heads: ^i/^/i (Var. i. g. vUi* I5*S4. 
-xi. a3.)5 immunities (i. 26. ii. 29^ 30.); church Unds (iv. ly.ao.y^fanaMrfta 
(ii. 11. iii. 47.); church fiate [%\l ao.): difcipPne (iv. 44.)} which prove at the 
lame time that he was the head of the church ^s well as of the ftate. 

to We may rejcdt a foolifli tale of his beheading a Catholic deacon virho 
turned Arian (Theodor. Leftor. No 17.). Why is Theodoric r«nMnied 
jfferT Ffom Vaferf (Valef. ad loc.) A light conjcaure, , 

D 3 ample 
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CHAF. sMoapIe dommion both in heaven and earth ; v?ho 
A««.v^ had been declared in a numerous fynod to be pure 
from all (in, and exempt frcmx all judgment '^ 
When the chair of St. Peter was difputed by 
Symmachus and liaurence^ they appeared at hk 
fommons before the tribunal of an Arian mo^ 
narch^ and he confirmed the ele^ion of the moft 
worthy or the moft obfequious candidate^ At the 
end of his life, in a moment of jealoufy and re* 
fentoleRt, he prevented the choice of the Ro» 
teans, by nominating a pope in the palace of 
Ravenna* The danger and furious contefts of a 
iichifm were mildly reftrained, and the laft decree 
€f the fenate was ena^ed ro extinguifli'^ if it 
were poffiblC) the fcandalou& venality of the paf>al 
elections •% 
Vices of his I have defcanted with pleafure on the fortunate 
ncnL* conditbn of Italy ; but our fancy muft not haftily 
conceive that the golden age of the poets, a race 
cf men without vice or mifery, was reaUfed under 
the Gothic conqueft* The fair profped was 
fometimes overcaft with clouds; the wifdom (^ 
Theodoric might be deceived, his power m%ht 
be refifted, and the deciming age of the monarch 
tvas fullied with popular hatred and patrician blood. 
* In the fir ft infolence of vidory, he had been 
tempted to deprive the whole party of Odoacer. 

Si Ennodiuf, p. i6it» i6ift. iS^6» 163S. His iiheU was approved an4 
fcgiftercd (rynodaliter) by a Roman council (Baronioi, A* D. 503, N* 6, 
• Francifcu& Pagi in Breviar* Pont. Rom. torn, i* p. 24a.) 

• ^S«e CalTiodorius (Var. viit. 15. ix* 1$^ 16 )y Anaftafius (in Symmacbo^ 
p. 51. )» and Um xviith Annotation of Mafcou. Baromus, Pagi, and niQjft p( 
the Catholic do€ton, oonfeff « witli an angry grow]» tills Gothic ofuipatiom 

of 
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«f tfie dvil and even the natural rights of fo- c h a p. 
.ciety •' J atax unfeafonably impofed after the ca- ^^^'^• 
lamities of war, would have crufhed the rifing 
agriculture <rf Liguria; a rigid pre-emption of 
cotn^ which was intended for the public relief, 
muft have aggravated the diftrefs of Campania. 
Thefe dangerous projeSs were defeated by the 
virtue and eloquence of Epiphamus and Boethiua, 
who, in the prefence of Theodoric himfelf, fuc- 
cdsfuUy pleaded the caufe of the pepple ** : but if 
ihe royal car was open to the voice of truth, a 
iaint and a philofopher are not always to be found 
at the ear ef kings. The privileges of rank, or 
office, or fiivour, were too frequently abufed by 
Italian fraud and Gothic violence, and the avarice 
of the king's nephew was publicly expofed, at 
firft iiy the ufurpation, and afterwards by the re- 
ftitution of the eftates whidi he had unjuftly ex* 
tor ted from his Tufcan neighbours. Tvro hun- 
dred thoufand Barbarians, formidabie evea to their 
mafter^ were (bated in the heart of Italy ; they in* 
dignantly fupported^ the reftraints of peace and ditl 
cf pline ; the dif<Mrders of their march were always 
felt and fom^imes compenfated ; and where it was 
dangerous to puniih, it might be prudent to di(^ 

o 

H He (fi&hted tbcm<»-a Iicentia teftafidS ; and all Italy mourned— lamenN 
abili juilitiQ. I wifh to beiieve, that xheCc peoaUks were enaSed againft the 
rebels, who had violated their oatli of allegiance ; but the teftimony of £n- 
nodious (p. 1675 — 167S.) ia the mow weighty, as he lived and died-undet 
the reign of Theodoric. 

H isModlan, 40 Vit. Epiphan. p. t6%^ 1^90. Boethiii} de Confolattone 
PhiloiJK^iiSy I. i. prof, iv. p. 45, 4^, 47- RcfpefJ^ bot weijh the paflion* 
of the (uiAt 4nd th^ fenator ^ and /ortify or alleviate their complaints by the 
wIdus hinta of Cafliodorius (ii. 8. iv. 36. viit. 5.).^ 
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femble, the falUcs of their native fiercenefs. When 
the indulgence of Theodoric had remitted two- 
thirds of the Ligurian tribute, he condefcended to 
explain the difficulties of his fituatipn, and to la- 
ment the heavy though inevitable burdens which 
he impofed on his fubjedts for their own defence *'. 
Thefc ungrateful fubjefts could never be corfially 
reconciled to the origin, the religion, or even the 
yirtue$ of the Gothic conqueror; pad calamities 
were ^rgotten, and the fenfe or fufpicion of in- 
juries was rendered flill more exquifiice by the pre- 
ient felicity of the times. 

Even the religious toleration which Theodoric 
had the glory of introducing into the Chriftian 
>vorld, was painfal and offeniive to the orthodox 
zeal of the Italians. They refpedied the armed 
herefy of the Goths; but their pious rag^ wa9 
fafely pointed againft the rich and defencelefs 
Jews, who had formed their eftablifliments at 
Naples, Rome, Ravenna, Milan, and Genoa, for 
the benefit of trade, and under thefanfiiion of the 
laws *\ Their perfons were infulted, their effe^s 
yvcve pillaged^ and their fynagogues were burnt by 
the mad populace of Eayenna and Rome, in- 
flamed, ;^s it fiiould feem, by the mod frivolous 
or extravagant pretences. The government which 
could negledt, would have deferyed, fuch an out- 
rage. A legal inquiry was inftantly diredted ; and 
as the authors of the ti^nmlt had efcaped in the 

85 Immanium expenfarum pcndut • . • pro ipforom falutCj ftc; yet 
the fe are no more than words. * 

86 The' Jews were fettled at Naples (Procopius, Goth, 1. 1. c. S.)? ^% 
Genoa (Var. ii. 18. iv. 33.), Milan (v. 37.), Rome (iv. 43.). Sec likewli<fr 
bafnage, Hift. 'dcs Juifs, torn, viii, c. t. p. a 54. 

crowd. 
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crowd, the whole community was condemned to c h a r. 
repair the damage ; and the obftinate bigots who 
refufed their contributions, were whipped through 
the ftreets by the hand of the executioner. This 
(imple aft of juftice exafperated the difcontent of 
the Catholics, who applauded the merit and 
patience of thefe holy confeffors; three hundred 
•pulpits deplored the perfecution of the church, and 
if the chapel of St. Stephen at Verona was 
demolifhed by the command of Theodoric, it is 
^probable that fome miracle hoftile to his name and 
dignity had been performed on that facred theatre. 
At the clofe of a glorious life, the king of Italy 
difcovered that he had excited the hatred of a people 
whofe happinefs he had fo afliduoufly laboured 
to promote ; and his mind was foured by indigna- 
tion, jealoufy, and the bittemefs of unrequited 
love. The Gothic conqueror condefcended to 
difarm the unwarlike natives of Italy, interdifting 
all weapons of offence, and excepting only a fmall 
knife for dpmeftic ufe. The deliverer of Rome 
was accufed of conrpiring with the vileft 
informers againfl: the lives of fenatofs whom he 
fufpefted of a fecret and treafonable correfpondencc 
with the Byzantine court '\ After the death of 
Anaftafiiis, the diadem had been placed on the 
head of a feeble old man ; but the powers of 
government were aflUmed by his nephew Juftinian, 
who already meditated the extirpation of herefy, 

^7 Kex ^vidus cooimunls exltiiy Sec* (Boethlus, 1. i. p. 59.) : r«K 
<Ioluni Romanis tendebat (Anonym. Valef. p. 723,). Thefe are hard 
viroids i they fpcak the paiiions of the Italians, and tbofe (1 fear) of Tbeo- 
4oric himfelf* 

and 
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and the concjueft of Italy and Africa. A rigorotss 
Jaw which was publtflied at Conftantinople, to 
reduce the Arians by the dread of pumihment 
within the pale of the church, awakened the juft 
refentment of Theodoric, who claimed for his 
diftrefled brethren of the Eail, the fame indulgence 
which he had fo long granted to tbe Catholics of 
his dominions. At his ftern command, the Ro- 
man pontiff, with four illufirious fenators, em- 
barked on an embafTy, of which he muft have 
alike dreaded the failure or the fuccefs. Tbe (in^ 
gular veneration (hewn to the iir(t pope- who bad 
vifited Conibntinopie was puniihed as a crime by 
his jealous monarch ; the artful or peremptory re- 
fufal of the Byzantine court might excufe an equal, 
and would provoke a larger, meafure of retaliation ; 
amd a mandate was prepared in Italy, to prohibit, 
after a flated day, the exercife of the Catholic 
worihip. By the bigotry of his fubjefts and ene- 
mies, the mod tolerant of princes was driven to 
the brink of perfecution ; and the life of Theodoric 
was too long, (ince he lived to condemn the virtue 
of Boethius and Symmachus "• 

The fenator Boethius ^^ is the laft of the Ro- 
mans whom Cato or Tully could have acknow- 
ledged 



W I have laboured to extra£( a ratioral narrative fiom the dark, conciCey 
and various hints of the Valefiafi Fragment ,p. 722, 7*31 7»4')> Thep- 
phancs (p. i45.)> Anaftafius (in Johannc, p. 35. )> wd ttie Hift. Mifcelia 
(p. I03, edit. Muratori). A gentle preffure and paraphfafe of their wordg 
is no violence. Confult likewife Muratori (Annali dUtatia, torn. iv. p; 471 ' 
— •4780* w««h the AnnaU and Breviary (tonrK i. »59— »63.) of • tl^ two 
Pagi*s, the uncle and the nephew. 

89 Le Clerc has compofed a critical and philofopbical life of Aniclus 

Manlius Sevennus Boethius (Bibliot. Choifie, torn. xvi. p. l63— 275.) j 

and 
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kftgqd for theit c^utttfymaa. As % wealthy orphan, ^^^^^^ 
bo kiberit^ the patriflaony and hoxK)urs of the 
4M^^P. i^^mh/j 4 name ambitiouily aflfumed by the 
fciogf 2*4 Wlj^roi:» of the age ; and the appeHa** 
tioB. of Man4it|6 affertied his genuine or fabulous 
dc&ent kom ^ race of conftUd and dictators, who 
bad repulC^d the Gau)3 from the Capitol, and hf 
crificjed their iona to the difcipline of the republic* 
{n th^ youth of Soethius, the fludies of Rome 
were not totally abaaidoncd ; a Virgil •' is now 
c^ant, corrected by the hand of a conful; and 
the profeflbrs of grammar,, rhetoric, and jurif^ 
prv^dence, were mattKained in their privileges and 
.penf^ons, by the Kberality of the Gotb& But the 
i^r^dition pf the Latin language was infufficient 
tq fauate his ardent quriofity ; and Bobbins is faid 
tQ bs^ve ^mpby^d eighteen laborious years in the 
fchopls of Athens '*, ^hich were fupported by* the 
^e^, the leamiAg^ and th^ diligence of 'Produs 
aM^d his difcip!e$. The reafon and piety of their 
Ron^ P^pil ^^^ fortunately faved. from the cpn- 
tagioa of ;pyftery and magic, which polluted the 
groves of the academy ; but he imbibed the fpirit^ 

and both Tira^fi^hi (tom»m.) and. Fabriciot OiUioe. X«atroO. mi/ b» 
ufefully conCuited. Th? date of hif birth may be f^laced %ko^^ the y$M 
470, and bis death in -524, in a premature old age (Confol. Phil. Metrica, i. 

p. 5O. 

9° For the age and valve of this MS. now in the Medieean library 

at Florence, fee the Ctnotaphia Pifana (p. 4.30 — 447.) of Cardinal 

Norls. 

. 9^ 'The Athenian ihidies of Boetbivs are doubtful (BaronitUy A. D. 510, 

Ko. 3> from a f|>unou5 tra^,' Do Difciplina Scholarum), and the term of 

cighcctn years i» doubtleft too long: but the Ample fa£t of a viflt to Athens 

Is )ui|ified by mucli. internal evidenee (Rrucker, Hift Crit. Philofoph. 

torn. iii. p> 5 24—- 527-) > M^^y An expreiQon ((hqttgh vague and ambiguous) 

•fills friend Cafllodorius (Var. i. 45. ), << longe pofitas Athcnas introifti.** 

I and 
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c I) A p. aiid imitated the method of his dead and livinj; 
mafterS) who attempted to reconcile the ftrong and 
fubtle fenfe of Arlftotle with the devout •contempla- 
tion and fublime hncy of Plato. After his return 
to Rome, and his marriage with the daughter of 
his friend, the patrician Symmachus, Boethius ftill. 
continued, in a palace of ivory and marble, to pro- 
fecute the fame ftudies '*. The church was edi- 
fied by his profound defence of the orthodox 
creed againfl: the Arian, the Eutychian, and the 
Neftorian heredes ; and the Catholic unity was 
explained or expofed in a formal treatife by the 
indifference of three diftin£t though confubftantial 
perfons. For the benefit of his Latin readers, his 
genius fubmitted to teach the firfl elements of the 
arts and fciences of Greece* The geometry of 
Euclid, the mufic of Pythagoras, the arithmetic 
of Nicomachus, the mechanics of Archimedes, 
the aflronomy of Ptolemy, the theology of Plato, 
and the logic of Ariflotle, with the commentary 
of Porphyry, were tranflated and illuflrated by the 
indefatigable pen of the Roman fenator. And he 
alone was efteemed capable of defcribing the won* 
ders of art, a fun-dial, a water-clock, or a fphere 
which reprefented the motions of the planets. 
From thefe abftrufe fpeculations, Boethius flooped, 
or to fpeak more truly, he rofe to the focial duties 

9^ Bibliothecae comptos chore ac vitro parlctes, Bec; (Coofol. Phil. U u 
proCv. p. .740' The Epiftles of Ennodius (vi. 6. vu. 13* viii. f. 3»> 37* 
40.) and CafTiodorms (Var.i. 39. iv. i. ix. 21.) afford many proofs of the 
high reputation which he enjoyed in his own times* It is true, that the 
bifhop of Pavia wanted to purchafe of him an old houfe at Milan> and praife 
zniglitJbe tendered and accepted in part of paymenu 

of 
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of public and private life : the indigent were 9 " a^^* 
relieved by his liberality ; and his eloquence, which 
flattery might compare to the voice of Demoft- 
henes or Cicero, was uniformly exerted in the caufe 
of innocence and humanity. Such confpicuous 
merit was felt and rewarded by a difcerning prince; 
the dignity of Boethius was adorned with the titles 
of conful and patrician, and his talents were ufe- 
fully employed in the important ftation of mailer 
of the offices. Notwithftanding the equal claims 
of the £a|l and Weft, bis two Tons were created, in 
their tender youth, the confuk of the fame year •'. 
On the memorable day of their inauguration, they 
proceeded in fblemn pomp from their palace to 
.the forum, amidft the applaufe of the fenate and 
people ; and their joyful father, the true conful of 
Rome, after pronouncing an oration in the praife 
of his royal benefactor, diftributed a triumphal 
largefe in the games of the circus. Profperous in 
ikk fame and fortunes, in his public honours ^nd 
private alliances, in the cultivation of fcience and 
the confcioufnefs of virtue, Boethius might have 
been ftyled happy, if that precarious epithet could 
be fafely applied before the lad term of the life of 
man; 

a 

A philofopher, liberal of his wealth and parfi- his patriot- 
monious of his time, might be infenfible to the 
common allurements of ambition, the third of 



ilhi* 



9) Pagiy Muratoriy &c. arr agreed that Boethius himfelf was eonful in 
the year 51 o» his two fonsin 522, and in 4S7, perhaps, his father. A 
depre of afcribing the laft of thefe confulihips to the philofopher, had per- 
{)lexed the chronology of his life. In his honours, alliances, children, he 
celebrates h^ own feUcit/^hiS'pi^ felicity (p. 109, no.), 

gold 
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gold and employment.' And fome cre^t riiay Ik 
due to the aiTeveratibn of fioethiu^^ that he liad. 
i-duftatttly obeyed the dltine R«6, \rhb fettjotnis 
every vfftuous citizeli to refcuc the ftate ftiotn the 
tifurpaiion . of vice afld ignot^iKre* For the inte- 
grity of his public conduO he appeals to the me* 
mof y of his country. His authtmty teid teftraineA 
ihe ^4de and oppreflion of the royal ^)^ers, and 
bis* eloquence hid deiitErsd Pauiianus from . thfe 
^g8 of the palace. . He had always pitied, and 
often relieved, the diftrefs df the pr<^v!nGiate, whofe 
fortunes were exhaiifted by 'public iaioid private 
lupine ; stnd Boethms done hbd courage to' oppof^ 
the tyranny of the Biarbariansi, elatdd by otMiqnet!^ 
excited by avarice, and^ as he complains^ enctHS 
raged by impunhy. In thele hotrourabte cohtefts* 
hts fpiric fo^red above the coniideration of diatigets 
and perhaps of prud^tK^e ; and we hiay learn Iroift 
the example of Cato, that a character of ^pure aftA 
^flexible virtue is the mdfl apt to be miflsd bjr 
prejudice, to be heated by enthufiafm, and to conr 
found private entities with public juftise. Tht 
difciple of Plato might exaggtet^te the infirmities of 
nature, and the imperfedions of fociety-; ind tfat 
mildeft form of a Gothic kingdom, even tlw 
weight of allegiance* and gratitude, ftiutl tM in&p- 
portable to the free fpirit of .^l, Rdma& |>atriotk 
But the favour and fidelity of Boethtus declined in 
juft proportion with the public happinefs ; and an 
unworthy colleague was impofed, to divide and 
control the power of the mafter of the office^, 
in the lad gloomy feafon of Theodoric, he indig«» 
naptly felt that he was a flave '; but as fais metier 

had 
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had only power over his life, he ftood witbo\it irms ^^xtJ** 

and without fear againft the face of an angry Bar^ v^i**^,-^ 

barian, who had been provoked to believe that 

the fafety of the fenate was incompatible with his 

own. The fenator Albinos was accufed and "^Jj*^" 

already convifted on the prefumption of hoping^ as trcafon. 

It was faid, the liberty of Rome. " If Albinu^ 

" be criminal," exclaimed the orator, " the fenate 

" and myfelf are all guilty of the fame crime.' 

'• If we ^re innocent, Albinus Is equally entitled 

** to the ^proteAion of the laws/* Thefe laws 

might not have puniihed the fimple and barren 

wi(h of an unattainable blefllng ; but they would 

have fliewn Icfs indulgence to the raih confeffion 

of Boethius, that, had he known of a confjnracyi 

the tyrant never (hould'\ The advocate of 

Albinus was foon involved in the danger and perhaps 

fhe guilt of his client ; their fignature (which they 

denied as a forgery) was affixed to the original 

jiddrefs, inviting the emperor to deliver Italy from 

the Goths ; and three witneffes of honourable rank^ 

perhaps of infamous reputation, attefted the trea- 

jbnable defigns of the Roman patrician*'. Yet 

his innocence muft be prefumed, fince he was 

deprived by Theodoric of the means of juftification, 

and rigoroufly confined in the tower of Pavia, 

while the fenate, at the diftance of five hundred 



94 Si ego fclffem tu nffclflbs. 0octhltrs adopts this anfwer (). i. prof. 4. 
p. 53.)-of JulhJl Cantts, whoO philofophic death is dtfcribed b/ Seneca (De 
Tratiq^iUitate Animi, c. 14.). 

95 The charaders of his c^vo delators, Baftiius (X^ar. li. xoy tt. iv. %%.) 
aind Opilio (v. 41. vlli. i6.)» are illuftrated, not much t6 their honour, in 
the Epiflles of CalTiodorius, which iikewife mention Decoratus ^Y- 3l.;» the 
warthlert colleague of Boetlilus (1. iii. prof. 4* p. 293 -j* 

miles, 
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miles, pronounced a fentence of connfcation and 
death againd the mod illuflrious of its members; 
At the command of the Barbariatis, the occult 
fcience of a philofopher was ftigmatized with the 
names of facrilege and magic '^ A devout and 
dutiful attachment to the fenate was condemned as 
criminal by the trembling voices of the fenators 
themfelves ; and their ingratitude deferved the wi(h 
or predidion of Boethius, that, after him, none 
ihould be found guilty of the fame offence ^^ 

While Boethius, oppreffed with fetters, expefied 
each moment the fentence or the (Iroke of death, 
he compofed in the tower of Pavia the Confolation 
of Philofopby; a golden volume not unworthy of 
the leifure i5f Plato or TuUy, but which claims 
incomparable merit from the barbarifm of the times 
and the fituation of the authon The celeftial guide 
whom he had fo long invoked at Rome and Athens, 
now condefcended to illumine his dungeon, to 
revive his courage, and to pour into his wounds 
her falutary balm. She taught him to compare his 
longprofperity and his recent diftrefs, and to con- 
ceive new hopes from the inconftancy of fortune. 
Reafon had informed hini of the precarious condi- 

9^ A fevere inquiry was iDftitutfcl into the crime of magic (Var. iv. ^^^ 
^. is. 18.}: and it was believed that many necromancers bad efcaped by 
malting their gaolers mad; tor mad^ \ (hould read drunh. 

97 Boethius had compofed his own Apology (p. 53.), perhaps more 
interefting than his Confolation. We mul^ be content with the general view 
cf his honours, principles^ perfecutionf &c. (1. i* pix>f. iv. p. 4a—- 62.]» 
which may be compared with che (hort and weighty words of the Valefiai) 
Fragment (p. 723.). An anonymous writer (Sinner, CataloG:< MSS. Bibliot. 
Bern. torn. i. p. 287.} charges him home with honourable and patriotic 
tieafjn, 

tion 
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ribn of her rifts : * experience had fatisfied him of c m a p, 
their real value ; he had enjoyed them without 
gliilt ; he might refign themi without a figh, and 
calmly difdain the impot^t malice of his enemies, 
who had left him happtnefs^ fince they had left 
him virtue. From the earth, Boethius afcended to 
heaven in fearch of the supreme good ; explored 
the metaphyfical labyrinth of chance and deftiny^ 
of prefcience and ftee^will, of time and eternity ; 
and generoufly attempted to reconcile theperfed 
attributes of the Deity, with the apparent difor- 
ders of his moral and phyfical government. Such 
topics of confolation, fo obvious, fo vague, or fo 
abftruie, are meffedual to fubdue the feelings of 
human nature. Tet the fenfe of misfortune may 
be diverted by the labour of thought ; and the fage 
who could artfuHy combine in the fame work,- 
the various riches of philofophy, poetry, and elo* 
quence, thuft sllready have poflfefTed the intrepid 
ealmnefs, which he a1Fe£led to feek. Sufpenfe, 
ihe word of evils, was at length determined by the 
minifters of death, who executed, and perhaps 
exceeded, the inhuman mandate of Theodoric. A 
ftrong cord was fattened round the head of Boethius, 
and forcibly tightened, till his eyes almoft darted 
from th^ir fockets ; and fomie mercy may be diC* 
covered in the milder torture of beating him with 
clubs till he expired *•. But his genius furvived to 

9' He was txecuud in Agro CalventUno (Calvenzano, between Marjg- 
oano and Pavla), Anonym. Valtf. p. 713. by order of Eufebius count of 
Ticiouin or Pa via* The phce of hU confinement is ftyled the tajniflery^ 
4n edifice and name peculiar to cathedrali. It is claimtd by the perpetual 
tradition of the church of Pavia. The tower of BoethiOs fubfiAcd till the; 
year I5S4> and the draught is yet preferved (Tirai6orchi^ torn. iii. p*'47t 4^0- 

' Vox.. VII. E difFufe 
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c H A p« diiTufe a ray of kitowledge over the darkefl ag9#^ 
w--v^-w of the JL^tin world ; the writings of the pl^lofi>^ 
pher were tranflated by the moft ^orious of chef 
Englifh kings ^% and the third empetot of the oaim 
of Otho recnofed to | mote hg^outdble totnb tbv 
bones of a CathoKc ftipit^ wbo^ fromllis Artan per<» 
fecutorsi had acquired the hoAours of iDartyrdoiSy 
and the. fame of [piracies *''% In the laft hours of 
J3oethius^. h^ derived fome camfort from. the fafety 
of his two foQS) of Iks wife^ and of his fa.ther-in« 
. law, the venerable Symmachos. But the grief of 
Symniachus was indifcreet, and perhaps difrerp^^k-^ 
f^l :. he had prefumed to lainent, he might dare to 
Death of revenge^ tjbe. death of an iii^tired frj^nd* He waa 
chusT^' dragged m. diains from Rpcne to the palape of Ra«« 
A. D. 5*5* y^cj^^ . and the fufpicipns pf Thepdprif could only 
be appeafed by the blood pf an innocent and aged 
fenajtor ""'. 
Remorfc Huoiamty will be difppfed to encourage any . 

TiitT^Lc! X^9on which leftifie^ the jtirifdic^ian of confcieiice 

A.D. 51&. 

Augufl 30, * '• * • ' 

99 Seetlie Blof^Faphica Biit^nou;^} . AkrvREd, torn. 1. p, So« %d edition^ 
The work is ftill more honourabie if performed ihider the learned eye of 
Aitred by his foreip^ »nd domeAic dochdr</. For the Teputatimi of Boethiii* 
if) the midikicase?, eonfult Brvqkcr. (liitl^ Cht. Phi)ofoph. lorn. Ui. p^S^Sf 
566.). 

100 The infcrlption on his new tomb was compoTed by the preceptor of 
Otho the third, the iearned Pbpr SFIvefter U. w!h), like Bovthitb himfeHV- 
was ftylei^a magtcjaii by .tlieHg^o^a^ce ^ftlm timef* The CotlidliP mmif 
hid carried his head in his haQ4s a conftderabh way (6aronitis» A. D. 5S6, 
K^ 17, 18.) 9 y^t, on a nmilartaUy' a tidy of my acqiDuntance once obferv^j^ 
«* La di(^ance n'y faU rien ; il n*y a qiat I< premier pM qui coiite,** 

lot Boethlns applauds tiie virtues of his fi&ther-ih-law (1. 1. praf. 4, p. 59^. 
iii. prof. 4. p. ii8.)- Prpcopitos {Oofh. 1 i. t.'i.y> the Valefianr Fra^menv 
fp. 7t4.)f and the Hifloria Mifcelta (I. xv p**io5.)> agree in praSfingthe 
Aiperior Innocence or fandlity of Symmachus ; and in the eftiBBKition of the 
legend, the guilt of his murder is equal to the imprifonment of a pope 

and 



iSct the temCfffe : of kinga ; and philofophy is liot ^^j^^^^^* 
ignorant that the moft horrid fpeflfes a^e fome* 
times created |>y the powers of a dUbrdered fancy^ 
ftnd the w^nefs of a diftempered body. After a 
lifb of virtue and glory, Theodoriti was now de- 
fcending with ihame and guilt into the grave t hif 
mind was humbled by the contiraft of the paft, and 
juftly ^larmed by the inviflble tertors of futurity^ 
Oae evening, as it is related, when the head of a 
large fifli was ferved on the royal table '"^9 he fud^ 
denly exclaimed^ that he beheld the angty coun« 
tenance of Symmachus, his eyes glaring fury 
imd revenge, and his mouth armed with long 
iharp teetbf whii^h threatened to devour him. The 
monarch infttntly retired to his chamber, and, as 
he lay^ trembling with aguifli cold, under a weight 
pf bed-clothes, he exprefled in broken murmurs 
to his phyfician Elpidius^ his deep repentance for 
the murders of Boethius and Symmachus ***^ His 
foalady tncreafed, and after a dyfentery which con« 
linued three days, he expired in the palace of Ra** 
wcjm^9 in the thirty-third^ or, if we compute from 
the invafion of Italy, in the thirty-feventh year of his 
reign* Confcious of his approaching end, he divided 
his treafures and provinces between his two grand- 
fons, and fixed the Rhone as their common bound- 

>o^ In the fanciful eloquence 'of Ca^odoriU99 the variety of fca and river 
fi Hi are an evidence of extenfive dominion ; and thofe o£ the Rhine, of Sicily^ 
and of the Danube, were ferved on the table of Theodoric ( Var. xii. 14.)^ 
The mondrous turbot of Domitian (Juvenal Satir. iii. 39.) had been caught 
mn the ihore^ of the Adriatic* 

Ic3 Procopiu8» Gdth. l.i. c. i* But he might have informed us, whe- 
ther he had received tiiis curious anecdote from^ common report, or from thf 
flKKith^f the rejral phyfician. 

E 2 * ary. 
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CHAP, ary *'*. Amalaric ' was reftored to the throne 6f 

3f 5f X T5r • 

Spain. Italy, with all the conquefts of the Oftro- 
goths, was bequeathed to Athalaric ; whofe age did 
not exceed ten yeats, but who was cheriibed as thd 
laft male offspring of the line of Amali, by the 
(hort-Hved marriage of his mother Amalafuntha 
with a royal fugitive of the fame blood *^\ III 
the prefence of the dying monarch, the Gothic 
chiefs and Italian magiftrates mutually engaged 
their faith and loyalty to the young prince, and 
to his guardian mother J and received in the famd 
awftil moment, his laft falutary advice, to maiil-^ 
tain the laws, to love the fenate and people of 
Rome, and to cultivate with decent reverence the 
friendfhipof the emperor '^^ The motiument of 
Theodoric vvaJ erefled by his daughter Amalafun- 
tha, in a cbnfpicuouK fituation, which commanded 
the city of Ravenna, the harbour, and the adji- 
cent coaft; A chapel of a circular form, thirty 
feet in diameter, is crowned by a dom6 of one 
entire piece of granite: from the centre 6f tb4 
dome, four columns arofe, which ^fupported, in -ft 

' T04 Procopius,.. Goth. I.i. c.r, z, iz, 13. This partition bad bctn di- 
recited by Thcodoric, though it was not executed till after his dffath, Ilegpi 
hircdStatem fujierfles refiquit (Ifidor. Chron. p. 711. edit. Grot.). ^ 

J05 Deriraund, the third in defcent from i^Kimanric, king of the Oftro- 
gcths, had retired into Spain, where he lived and died in obfcurity (Jor- 
nandes, c. 33. p» icz. edit. Nlurator.). See the difcovery, nuptials, and 
death, of his grandfon Eutharlc (c. 53: p. 220.). His Roman games might 
render him popular XCafliodor. in Chron.), but Eutharic was afpcr in reli. 
gione (Anonym. Valef. p. ydz, 713. )• 

»c6 See the counfeis of Theodoric, and the prcfehion's of his fucceflbr, ill 
Procopius (Goth. 1. i. c. i, a. J, Jornandes (c. 59. p. 220, 221.), and Cafi 
fiodorius (Var. viii. i— 7.)- Thcfc epiftles art the triumph of his minirfcrial 
Eloquence * * • 

.11 

vafe 
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Tafe of porphyry, the remains of the Gothic king, chap. 
furrounded by the brazen ftatues of the twelve *^^'^- 
apoftles '^^ His fpirit, after fome previous expia* 
tion, might have been permitted to mingle with 
the benefaflors of mankind, if an Italian hermit had 
not been witnefs in a vifion to the damnation of 
Thcodoric*'*, whofe foul was plunged, by the 
minifters of divine vengeance, into the vulcano of 
Lipari, one of the flaming mouths of the infernal 
world "^ 

'07 AiHMiym. Valef. p. 714. Agnellus de Vitis Pont. Raven, m Muratori 
Spript. Rerum lut torn. li. P. i. p. 67. Alberti Dcfcrittione d'ltaliay 
p. 311. 

108 This legend is rvlated by Gregory I. (Dialog. W. 36 ), and approved 
by Baronius (A. D. 5s6» NoaS.); and both fbe Pope and Cardinal are 
grave dodorSy fufficient to e(labii(b uprobaUe opinion. 

'99 Theodoric himfelf, or rather CafTiodorius, had deforihed in tfa^r.le ftrains 
the vulcanot ofLiparl (Cluver* Sicilta, p. 406-^4x0.) and Vrfuvius (iv. 
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CHAP. XL, 

Elevation ^f Jujiin the Elder.— Reign of JuJlU 
nian: — I. The Empr^fs Theodora. — IL Fa£lion^ 
tfthe Circus y and Sedition of Conflantinofk. — » 
III. Trade and Manufadure of SilL-^lV. fir 
lances and Taxes. — V. Edifices of yufiinian. 
Church of St. Sophia* — ^^^Fort^c^tions and 

Frontiers of the Eafiern Epipire. -jflbolitim 

of the Schools of Jthens^ and tpfi Confuljhip of 
fiome. 

CHAP. npHE emperor Juftinian w?^8 born ' near the 
i_,-^^^ ruins ofSardica (the modern Sophia), of ai^^ 

Birthofthc obfcurc race * pf Barbarians^ the inhabitants of s^ 

juiiinun, wlld ai^d d^fokte country, to which the narne^ 

May 5^2' of Dardania, of Dacia, and of Bulgaris^, have beei^ 

483^'May fucceffiyely applied, His elevation was prepare4 

^«* by the adventurous fpirit of his uncle Juftin, who, 
M^ith two other peafants of the fsM^e village, d^erted^, 

t Thti^e li fome difficulty in the date of bis bifth (Ludeiyig in Vit. Juf* 
flnj^ni, p, ii5.)i nooe in the place—the diftriA Bederiitpa— (lie village 
Taurefiumy winch he afterwards decorated with bis name and (plendour 
(D*Anvilley Hi(>. de TAcad. Sec, torn. x^xL p. zZj^rriS*')' 

A The nannes of tbefe Dardanian peafants are Gothic, and aln^oft EngUfli : ^ 
y.ufi[»lan is a tranQation of uprauda (upright) \ his father ^^tffiKf (in Gneco* 
^rbarous \9ici%u^%e ftipei) was Itiied in his village JJtock f Stock) $ his mothep 
BSgleniza was (jpftened into Vigilaiitia. 

l<Ludewig (p. 127—1350 attempts to juftify the Anician name of 
Juftinian and Theodora, and to coone«ft them with a family from which 
the houfe of Auftria has been derived* 
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Yof the profeffiba of arms^ the more iife&I c h a i^ 
employment o£ huflbandmen or (bepherds \ - Oil 
foot, whh a fcanty proviiton of bifcuit in their 
knapfacks, the three youths followed the high-road 
of Conftantinople, and were foon enrolled, for 
their ftrength and ftatnre, among the guards of the 
^emperor Leo. Under the two fucceeding reigns^ the 
fortunate peaiant emerged to wealth and honours $ 
and his efcape from fome dangers tirhich threa&> 
4sned hb life, was afterwards afcribed to the guar- 
dian angel who watches over the fate of kinga^ 
His long and laudable fervice in the Ifaurian and 
Perfian wars, would not have preferved from oUi^ 
^ion the name of Juftin ; yet they might warrant 
-the military promotion, which in the courfe of 
iifty years he gradually obtained ; the rank of trir 
bune, of count, and of general, tb,e dignity of 
lenator, and the command of the guards, who 
obeyed him as their chief, at the important cri& 
ivhen the emperor Anaftafms was removed froih 
the wotid. The powerful kinfmen whom he had 
Taifed and enriched, were excluded from the 
throne ; and the eunuch Amantius, who reigned 
in the palace, had fecretly refolved to fix the dia^ 
l^em on the head of the moft obfequious of his 
creatures. A liberal donative, to conciliate the 
fuffrage of the guards, was entrufted for that pur- 
'pc^e in the hands of their commander. But theie 

' -4 Sep>tfac.i«)fcc|o^s of Pvocopius (c. €,) with the notes of N. Alemannus. 
The iatiriA would not have funk, in the vague and decent appellation of 
ytvfy^f the j3»xo^®' and ov^op^^ of Zonaras. Yet why are thofe names 
dllgracefvl ?— and what German baron wonld not be proud to defcend f^oia 
the Eumseu^ tif the Od5(lcy ? 

-* ^ E4 weighty 
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CHAP, weighty ai^uments were trea^heraufly eroployai 
■4.,^,^.mmm/ by Juftin 1X1 his own favour $ and as no competitor 

•nd'Jd^ of P^^^^n^^^ ^o appear, the Dacian peafant was in- 

his ancle ivefted With the purple^ by the umoimous confeol 

A.D?5x8, '^f the fbldiera who knew him to be brave and 

A-^a^iU, g^^J^> of ^he clergy and people who believed him 

Aprii i^ t^ \^ orthodox, and of the provincials who yielded 

"""*• " a bKnd and implicit febmiffion to the wiU of thfe 

capital. The elder Juftin, as he is diftinguiflied 

•from another emperor of the fame family and 

•name, afcended 'the Byzantine throne at the age 

of fixty-eight years ; and, had he been left to his 

-own ^guidance, every moment of a nine years 

mgn muft have expofed to his fubjefls .the im^ 

propriety of their trhoice. His ignorance was. fimK 

•br to xhat of Theodoric ; and it is remarkable^ 

that in an age not deftituie of learningt two cooi- 

temporary monarchs had never been inflrufied in 

^he knowledge of the alphabet. But. the genius of 

Juftin was &r inferior to that of the Gothic kingji: 

the experience of a foldier had not qualified hio^ 

for the government of an empire ; and, though perr 

fonally brave, the confcioufnefs of his own weak- 

nefs was naturally attended with doubt» diftruft^ 

and political apprehenfion. But the official buii« 

nds of the ftate was diliga^tly and faithfully tranf- 

a&ed by the qu^ftor Proclus ' ; and, the aged ^rw 

^peror adopted the talents and ambitbn of bis ne*' 

phew Juftinian, an afpiring youth, whom his vrncTt 

' had drawn from the ruftic folitude ofDacia, and 

• 

• ..•••■ 

S His virtues are praifrd by Procoptus (Perfic. I i. c ix«)* Tbeqairftiir 
Proclus was the friend of JuAioijuij aiid the enetny of every other adoption* 

• ./ educated 
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•difcated at Confiantinople^ as the hdt of .hia private ^ ^^ '* 
fortune, and at: length of the Eaftem empire. . ^^-^^-w 

Since the eunuch Amantius had been defrauded ^Ia^ 
of his mcmey, it became neceilary.to deprive hiq^ V^-^ 
of his Ufe« The tafk was eafily acopmpliibed by a. d. 
the charge of a real ^or fictitious, confpiracy ; and ^*^"^*'* 
the judges were mformed, as an accumulation of 
giiilty that he was fecretly addided to the Manv- 
ehsoan her^ fy ^ Amantius loft his head j three 
of his compamons, the firft domeftics of jche palacCp 
were puni/hed either with death or exile j and their 
unfortunate caivdidate for the purple was caft into 
a deep dungeon, overwhelmed with ftones^ aa^ 
ignomlnioufly thrown, without burial, into the fea* 
3!hc ruin xs£ Vkalian. was a work of more 4i$culty 
amd danger. That Grothic chief had rendered hiow 
fdf. popular by the civil war which he boldly wag^ 
agamft wAnaftafius for the defence of the ortbodosit 
iakh, and after the conclufion of an advantageous 
ti^eaty, he ftill remained in the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople at the head of a formidable and 
^iSorious army of Barbarians. By the frail 
fecurity of oaths, he was tempted to relinquiih this 
advantageous fituation, and to truft his perfon within 
*the walls of a city, whofe inhabitants, partial- 
larly the Hue fadion, were artfully incenfed agatnft 
^him by the rmeni^rance even of his pious.hoftiU« 

* Manichiean figniiles Eutycnian. Heitr the furious acclamations af 
ConAaotuiopk and Tyre, the former no more than fix days after the decealb 
of Anadafiu^ Thej produced, the latter applauded, the eunuch*s death 
(Barouiyst A D. 518. P. ii. No. 15. Fleury, Hift. Ecclef. tom. vii. p. 200. 
3105. from the CpuncUs^ torn. v. p. 1S2. zcy.). 

.ties« 
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^^4 P* tfes. The emperor and hh ttepliew emlAaced hicft 
as the "faithful and worthy champion of the church 
aiid ftate ; and gratefully adorned ihar favourite 
with the titles of conful atid general ; but in the 
leventh month of his <tonful(hip, Vitaliaa was ilab^ 
bed with feventeen wounds at the royal banqu^ '} 
tind JufHnian, wha inhmted the ^il^ was accufcd 
9S the aflaffin of a fpiriiual brother, to whoia hf 
tiad recently pledged his faith iu the participatioii 
of the Chriftian myfteries*. After the fell of 
liis rival, he was promoted, without any claim of 
tnHitary fervice, to the office of isafter-geiieral oi 
the Eaftern armies, whom it was his duty to lead 
into the field againft the public enomy. But, in 
the purluit of feme, JtKlinian might We loft his 
prefent dominion over the age and weakne& of*bk 
tinde } and inftead of acquiring by Scythian or 
I^riian trophies the applaufe of his ooimtrymett% 
the prudent warrior folicited their fevour in Aii 
churches, the circus, and thd f(^Qate, of ConftaOi* 
tino{rfe. The Catholics weve attached to thi| 
nephew of Juftin^ who, between tlie Neftorian an4 

7 'His5>Qwer9 cbv^tr, md intentions, are perfectly explained by ch^ 
Count de Buat (|^om. ix. p. 54— Si.)« He was great-grandfi>n of AfpaTji 
ficre<Htai7 prince in tlie Le^er Scytihiay add ^oQiitoC>th|^Co(hic/#tf«'ylf ff 
flira^e. The Befli, lyhom lie could inQuepce> are the fli^nipr Goths •£ 
Joroandes (c* 51*). 

' S jtifthiiani putrlcU faHione dicitvr 4n|eif«aaa.f4Mffe (ViaKor T«nu« 
nenfis, Chron* in Thefaur. Temp. Sca|iger, P. li. p« 7.)* Procoptus 
(Anccdot. C.7.} ftyles him a tyrant, bu% acknowledges the (^eX^tyT^tf^l^ 
whicli is well explained by Alemannus. 

9 in his earlieft youth (plane adolefcens) he bad pafled fome time as an 
hoftage with Theodoric. For this curious fa£l, Alemannus (ad Procop*. 
Anecdbt. c. 9. p. 34. of the firft edition) quotes a MS\ hiilory of Jullinian, 
by his preceptor Theophilus. Ludewig (p* 143) wllhes to make him ^ 

Eutychiaa 
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Eutychian lierefies^ trod the tifltrrow {>ath of inflex- c n a p# 
iWe and intolerant orthodoxy ^. In the firft days ^^ *^* 
of the new reign, he prompted and gratified thtf 
popular enthufiafm againft the memory of the de-' 
ceafed emperor. After a fehirm of thirty^four 
years, he reconciled the proud and angry ifririt of 
the Roman pontiff, and fpread among the Latins 
fi favourable report of bis pious tefpeft for the 
apoftoUc fee. The thrones of the Eaft were filled 
mrith Catholic bifliops devoted to his intereft, the 
clergy and the monks were gained by his liberaKty^ 
and the people were taught to pray for their future 
fbverdgn, the hope and pillar of the true religion. 
The magnificence of Juftinitn was difpbyed in the 
fuperior pomp of his pubKc fpedades, an objeA 
iiot lefs facred and important in the eyes of the 
inultitude, than the creed of Nice or Chalce<i 
4on : the expence of his confulfliip was efteemed at 
two hmidred and eighty-eight thoufand pieces of 
gold ; twenty lions, and thhty leopards, were pro* 
iMed at the fame time in the amphitheatre, and a 
aunverous train of hovfes, wkh tbetr r ith trappings^ 
isras beftowed as an ektraordlnaty gift on the vido^ 
rious charioteers of the circus. While he indulged 
the people of Conftantinople, and recettred the ad* 
drefles of foreign kings, the nepTiew of Juftin affiJ 
<hioufly cultivated the fHendftiip of the fenate. That 
twierable name feemed to qualify its members to 
declare the fenfe of the natbn, ^nd to regulate the 

>o llie ecdeiiaAical hiftory of Jaftinttn will be (hewa hereafter. See 
paroniuSy A.D.5XS— 52I9 and the copious article Juftimanus intheindev 
^thevUth volumeof bhAnoalt. - 

iucceiEon 
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C.H A, ?. fuceeSon of the Imperial throne: the feeble Aast* 
ftafius had pern^ictQd the vigour of government to 
degenerate in&o the form or fubflance of an arHlo-* 
cc^cy y and the;military officers who had obtained 
the fenatorial rank, were followed by their domeftic 
guards, a band of veterans, whofe arms or accla* 
mations might fix in a tumultuous moment the 
diadem of the Eaft. The treafures of the ftate 
were laviihed to procure the voices of the fenators, 
and their unanimous wi(h, that he would bepleafed 
to adopt Juf^inian for his colleague, was commu- 
liicated to the emperor. But this requeft, which 
too clearly admonifhed him of his approaching 
end, was unwelcome xo the jealous temper of an 
aged ny>narch, defirous to retain the power which 
he was incapable of exercifing ; and Juftin, hold* 
ing his purple with both his hands, advifed them 
to prefer, fince an eledion was fo profitable, fome 
older candidate. Notwitbftanding this reproach, 
the ^fena^e proceeded to decorate Juftinian with the 
royal epithet oi nobilifftmus \ and their decree was 
ratified by the affection or the fears of his uncle* 
After fome time the languor of mind and body, 
to which he was reduced by an incurable wound in 
bis thigh, indifpenfably required the aid of a guar* 
dian. He fummoned the patriarch and fenatorsf 
and in their prefence folemnly placed .the diadeoi 
on the head of his nephew, who was conduced from 
the palace to the circus, and faluted by the loud 
and joyful applaufe of the people. The life of 
Juftin was prolonged about four months, but from 
the inftant of this ceremony, he was confidered as. 

dead 
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it2id to the empire, which acknowledg^ed Juftinian; c h a Pi 
in the forty-fifth year of his age, 4w the lawful y^^^^^m^^ 
ibvereign of the Eaft ". » 

. From his elevation to his deaths Juftinian gw '^ f^}tn 
vemed the Roman empire thirty»eigbt years, feven a. p. 527, 
months, and thirteen days. The events of Jiis a^^d.^'^^, 
feign, which excite our curious attention by theif ^^^* '^ 
number, variety, and importance, are diVgently 
related by the fecretary of Beliiarius, a rhetorician 
whom eloquence had promoted to the rank of. fei 
nator and pra^fedt of Conftantinpple. According 
to the viciilitudes of courage or feivitude, of favour 
or difgrace, Procoplus '^ fucceflively com()QGsd the charader 
bijiory^ the pan'egyricj and the fatire of his owri ries of Pr». 
times* The eight books of the Perfian, Vaadalic,- '^p*'"** 
and Gothic wars '% which are continued in the fiya 
book^ of Agathias, deferve our efteem as a \za 
borious and fuccefsful imitation of the Attic, or 



If The reign of the elder Juftin may be found in the three Chronicles of 
Marcellinusy Vidlor, and John Malah (torn. li. p. 130— 150.), the la(i of 
whom (in fpitecf Hody, Prolegom- Ko 14. 3^. edit. Oxon.) lived fooD after 
Jufiioian (Jortin^s Remarks, &c* vol. iv, p. 383.) : in/he Ecclefiaftical Hif.* 
lory of Evagrjus (1. iv. c. i, 2, 3. 9,)^ and thie Excprpta of Theodorut 
(Le£^or. NO 37. )» and In Cedreims (p. 362^366.) and Zonaras (1. xiv. 
jx 58— 6i>)t who may pals for an originaL , 

1% See the cbacaders of Procopius aiid Agathias in hSi Mothe \t Vayct 
(torn. viii. p. 144-— (74.)y VolTius (de Hiftoricis Grscis, U ii* c.^^.), an4 
Fabricius (Bibjrot. Grzc. 1. v. c. 5. tom. vi. p. •4S--278.)* Their religion^ 
an honourable problem* betrays occafional conformity^ with a fecret attach^ 
fnent tp Paganifm and Phiiafophy. 

<S in the feven firil books, two Perfic, two Vandalic, and three Gothic^ 
|*rocopiu» has borrowed from Appian the divifion of provinces and wart t 
the viiith book, though it bears the name of Gothic, is a nnfcellaneous an4 
general fupplcment down to the fpring of the year 5^3, firom whence it is 
continued by Agathias till 559 (PagI, Critica, A. D. 579, No 5.). 

*i I at 
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c ff A p; at Ifiilb of tb^ Afiatic tvriters of ancient Gr^e€^ 
^ Ifis £i£b are collefted from the perfonal experi^ 

ence and free converfation of a foldier, a ftate& 
n^n^azid a traTeller; his ftyle continually afpires^ 
and often attains, to the merit of ftrength and 
flc^nce; bis reflexions, more efpecially in tbd 
fpeeches, which he too frequently inferts, contain 
%ricbfund of political knowledge; and the hifto* 
fian, excited by the generous ambition of pleafing 
nd inftruding {x>fterity, appears to difdain the 
prqttdicBi of the people, and the flattery of courts* 
The writings of Procopius '* were read and ap. 
plaudtd by his contemporaries'^; but, although 
he refpedfulty laid them at the foot of the throne* 
the pride of Juftinian muft have been wounded 
by the praife of an hero, who perpetually eclipiea 
the glory >of his inad:ive fovereign* The conicious 

U The literary fate of Procopius has been fomewhat unlucky. i.His 
books de BcUo Gothico were itolcii by Leonard Aretin, and publilhed (Fal- 
giniif T4^o. Venet. i<^i« apud janfon. Mattaire> Annal* Typography 
tom.l. edit* pofttrlor, p. 290. 304 279. 299.)' in his own name (See Vof* 
IKis de Hif^. Lat. I. iii. c. 5. and the feeble defence of the Venice Giomajt 
de Letterati, torn. xix. p. 207.). a. Hit works were matilated by the firft 
Latin tranilators, Ctiriftophet Perfona (Giornale, torn. six. p. 340— 34S.) 
And Raphael de Volaterra (Huet, de Clarif. Interpretibus, p. 166. who di<l 
not even confult the MS. of the Vatican library> of which they were prsfe^a 
(Akmaii. in Pr«fat. Anecdot.). 3- The Greek text wis not printed till 
l6o7> by HoeiblielMis of Augfburgh (Didlionaire de BayJe, torn. ii. p 782.). 
4. The PaHs edition was imperfeflJy executed by Claude Maltret, a Jefuit 
of Thouloyfe (in ii63)> far diOattt from the Lou?re prefs and the Vatican 
MS from which, however, he obtained ibme fupplements. His promifed 
ibommeotaries, doc have never appeared. The Agathias of Leyden (1594) 
liaa been wifely feprinted by the Parts editor, with the Latin vtrfion of 
Sonaveotura Vulcanius, a learned interpreter (Huet, p. 176.). 
. «5 Agathiis in Prspfat.. p. 7, •. 1. ir. p. 137, Evagri*^ I. iv. c. t«» 
See ijkcv ifn Photius,.^ od. Ixiii. p. 65. 
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d^ity of iniepmdmce was fubdiifd by the bopef c h- a f^^ 
9li4 fears of a ilave i aud the fecrttary of BelUkrius ^' 
laboured for pwdon atul rcyrard ia the fix boolw. 
of the Imperial edifices. He had dexctoufly cha«: 
fen a fubje£b of apparent fplendour) in which he 
could loudly celebrate the genius, the magmfi'*; 
ceape, and the piety of a prince,' who,; both aa a: 
conqueror smd l(%iOator» had furpnifed the puerile 
virtues of TheHuftocles and Cyrus '% Difap^tnt^ 
ment might urg^ the fisitter^ to fecret revenge } 
and the firft gl^ce of favour might again tempt 
him to fufpend and fupprefs a libel '^ in which 
the Roman Cyrus is degraded into an odious and 
C<mtemptible tyrant, in which both the emperor 
aod his conCbrt Theodora are ferioufly reptefentedC 
as two demons, who bad aflumed an human fornv 
^T the deftrudipn of mainikind'V .Such faaib 
inconlUlency muftdoubtlefs fully the reputation, aad 
^trad from the credit, of Procopiud^: yet, z&et 



4,'^./ . • . ♦ 



,i< Kufn vcuitux. (fayt be, Frefat. M i. id« Bdifldi^r^ icfw/wttid 
U no more than Kup« •rai^is— a pun 1 In thefe five books, l^rocop«ii9 
alftfts a Chriftian, as well as a courtly (\yU, 

17 Procopius dtfcbfcs'hlmftlf (Prtsfati a4 Anecdot. c. f , ». 5.), and tke 
aMcA>t€S arc reckoned as the ixth book b^ Suidas (toip.«i{« p. iS6^ edit. . H.^ ^ 

Ktifler). The filencc of Evagrius is a poor objection. Bar^iqs (A» 0^ • . . < 
54S» K^ft^.) rt^tts the tod of this fecret hiftoiy; it was shin' in thb '» 

Vatican library 9 in bis own cuftody, and was ^rH pubiifhed fixtom y^affr 
after his death » with the learned, but panial, notes of Nicholas Alemanau^- 
(tittgd.T^«3.)« 

tf> Jtf Aifiian an afs—the perfect likenefs of Domitian-«(Anecdot. c. S.]-« 
^heodora^s lovers driven from hef bed by rtval d«mons— h*r marriage fore- 
tM with a great dxmon— a monk faw the prince of the dsemons^ Inftead 
tf Joftinianj oathe throne^^the fervants who watched, beheld a face with- 
out ieatur«K» a body walking without an head, &c. tec, Procopius decjarei 
KU irpm andhii friends* belief in thefe diabolical ftcne;i (c. la.}* 
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the venoiti of his malignity has been fuflfered ed' 
dxhale, the refidue of the ahecdotefj even the. 
moil difgraceful fkds, fome of which had beeil 
tenderly hinted in h!s public hiftory, are efta** 
bliihed by their internal evidence, or the authentic 
monuments of the times '^ From thefe various 
diatttrials^ I fhall now proceed to defcribe the- 
reign of Juftbian, which will deferve and occupy 
an a«n|4e fpace. The- prefent chapter will explain 
the elevation land charader of Theodora, the fac- 
tions of the circus, and the peacehil adminiftration 
of the foverieign of the £aft. In the three fuc«-. 
Ceediag chapters, I (hall relate the wars of Jufti-*** 
nian which atchieved the conqueft of Africa and 
ftaly ; and^ I fliall follow the vi^oiies of Belifafiur 
and Naries, without difguinng the vanity of 
rikeif triumphs, or the hoftile virtue of thePet^ 
fiais andi Gothic heroes* The feries of this and th«; 
fi>liowing[volume will embrace the jurifprudence and 
theology of the emperor ; the controverfies and fefts 
iwhich ftiU divide the Oriental church ; the reform- 
«ion of the Roman Uw, tvhich is obeyed or rer. 
fpeded by the nations of modern Europe. 

L In the exercife of fupreme power, the firft- 
.a£t of Juftinian, was to divide it with the woman, 
whom he loved, the famous Theodora ***, Hvhofe 
Urange elevation cannot be applauded as the tri* 

'9 Montefqui«u (Confiderations fur la Grandeur et Ja Decadence dft^ 
tlomains, c. xx.) gives credit to thefe anecdotes* as ccnnc^ed^ I. witli 
Che weaknefs of the empiie, and^ z» with eh.e init|biUty of Juftinian*4 
laws. 

>o For the life and manners of the empref^ Theodorai.fee the AnQcdotetf 
more efpecblly c. 1—5. 9, ig-*.i5, 16, 17. with the learned notes of AJe- 
fiMftius— a reference wl)ich is always imphed. 

umph 
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umph of female virtue. Under the reien of Ana- chap.- 
ftaiius, the care of the Wild beafts maintained by ' 

the green fa&ion of Conftantinople^ was entrufted 
to Acacius, a native of the ifle of Cyprus, who^ 
from his employment, was furnamed the mafter 
of the bears. This hbnourable office was giveil 
after his death to another candidate, notwithftand- 
mg the diligence of his widow, who had already 
provided a huiband and a fucceiTor. Acacius had 
left three daughters, Comito *', Theodora, and 
Anaftafia, the eldefl: of whom did not then exceed 
the age of feven years. On a folemn feftival, thefe 
helplefs orphans were fent by their diftrefled and 
indignant mother, in the garb of fuppliants, into 
the midft of the theatre : the green faftion received 
t^em with contempt, the blues with compaffion ; 
and this difference, which funk deep into the mind 
of Theodora, was felt long afterwards in the ad* 
miniftration of the empire. As they improved in 
age and beauty, the three fitters were fucceffively 
devoted to the publick and private pleafures of the 
Byzantine people ; and Theodora, after following 
Comito on the ftage, in the drefs of a flave, with 
aftool on her head, was at length permitted t6 
exerdife her independent talents. She neither 
danced, nor fung, nor played on the flute; her 
ikill was confined to the pantomime arts ; Ihe ex- 
celled in buffoon charafters, and as often as the 
comedian fwelled her cheeks, and complained with 
a ridiculous tone and gefture of the blows that were 

*« Comito was afterwards married to Sittas duke of Armenia, the father 
perhaps, at leaft ihe might be ihe mother, of the emprefs Sophia. Two 
nephews of Theo^iora may be the fons of Anaftafia (Aleman. p. 30, 31.)* 

' Vol. VII. F iiifliaed. 
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CHAP, lagtftild, |he whole theatre of Co&ftantmople re* 
founded with laughter and applaufe. The beauty 
of Theodora ** wa^ the fubjed of more flattering 
praife, and the fource of more exquifite delight. 
Her features were delicate and reguUr ; her com* 
plexion, though fomewhat pate, was tinged wt& 
a natural colour ; every fenfation was inftantly ex« 
preffed by the vivacity of her eyes ; her eafy n»o- 
tions difplayed the graces of a fmall but elegant 
figure ; and either love or adulation might pro- 
' claim, that painting and poetry were incapable of 
delineating the matchlefs excellence of her form* 
But this form was degraded, by the facility with 
«irhich it was expofed to the public eye, and pro- 
ftituted to licentious defire. Her venal charms 
were abandoned to a promtfcuous crowd of citizens 
and llrangers, of every rank, and of every profefr 
iion ; the fortunate lover who had been promifed a 
night of enjoyment, was often driven from her bed 
by a ftronger or more wfsalthy favourite j and when 
ihe paffed through the ftreets, her prefence was 
avoided by all who wiihed 'to efcape either the 
fcandal or the temptation. The fatirical hiftorian 
has not bluihed ^^ to defcribe the naked fcenes 

a* Her ftatue was raifed at Conftantinopk, on a porphyry column. See 
Procopius (de Edif. l.i. c. xi.)> who gives her portrait in the Anecdotes 
- (c. lo.)- Aleman. (p. 47.) produces, one from a'Mo&Ic at Ravtnna* loaded 
with pearls and jewels^ and yet iiandfome.' 

2; A fragment of the Anecdotes (c. 9.) fomewhat too naked, was fiip- 
preiTed by Aiemannns, chough exunt In the Vatican MS.; nor has the de£»A 
been fuppUed in the Paris or Venice editions, La Mocbe Je Vayer (toai> 
viii. p. 155.) gave the firft hint of thi^ curious and genuine paflagc (Jortin*8 
Reftiarks, voLiv. p. 3 ^.)| which he bad received from Rome, and it has 
been fince puhlilfaed in the Menagiana (.tom.iii. P'^Si^'^S9^)» ^^<^ ^ 
Latin verfioo. 

which 
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Vhtch Theodora was aoc aibatned to exhibit ia c k a p. 
tbiB theatre *♦• After exhaufting the arts of fcnfual ^^' 
pleafure ""S flie laoft ungratefully murmured againlt 
the parftmoay of Nature^'': but her murmurs, 
her pkafureSy and her arts, mult be veiled in the 
(Dhfcurity of a learned language. After reigtung for 
feme time, the delight and contempt of the capital, 
Ae condefceaded to accompany Ecebolus, a nadve 
of Tyre, who had obtained the government of the 
African Pentapplis. But thi$ union was frail and 
tranfient : Ecebolus foon reje£^ed a9 expenfive or 
faithlds concubine ; (he was reduced at Alexan- 
dra to extreme diftrefs \ and in her laborious re^^ 

■ 

turn to Gonftantinople, every city of the Eaft ad- 
mured and enjoyed the iair Cyprian,, whofe merit 
appeared to juftify her defcent from the peculiar 
ifland of Venus* The vague commerce of Theo- 
dora, and the . mod deteftable precautions, pre- 
ferved her from the danger which flie feared } yet 



U After the mention of a narrow girdle (as none couM appear ftark- 
naked in tiic theatre), Procopius thus proceeds : avaTcrroxt/w ts «y tw 
fioA^l vrr»9& fxsiTD. Sure; if rm^ . • • . xpi0«^ eivn^ vXtfl^9 rtft 

fo^jocatv H^svis Kara, fjt,ia,f o&ysXo/AEyot EtcrQuy. f have heard that a learned 
preiate» now dcceafed, was fond of quoting this paflage in converlktton. 

M Theodora furpaifed the CrifpA of AuCoDiiis (Epigram Ixxl}^ who 
imitated the capital^ luxiis of the females of Noia. See QuintiUan InAitue. 
viii. 6. and Torrentius ad Horat. Sermon* L i. fat« a. v, iot. At a me- 
morable fupper, thirty ilaves w^ted rouod the uble j ten ycnng men leaded 
Itrith Theodora. Her charity was iMrw^/'jSr/. 

£t laflfata viri^, necdum iatlata, recelTit. 

on h f£n 1CPU rilrtii otvTn ct/puTEpay vi^vvy ua% rfWFwif ^«c ivwrvi tn 
xou sKwif fpyo^E^^. She wi(htd for a f»urth alur« on which ihfi might 
jpour libiitiQns to the god of love* 
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d H A p. once, and once only, (he became a modier. Hie 
^^ Ai_. infant was faved and educated in Arabia, by his 
father, who imparted to him on his death-bed, that 
he was the fon of an emprefs. Filled with amlM-* 
tious hopes, the unfufpeding youth imme<£ately . 
haftened to the palace of Conftantinople, and was 
admitted to the prefence of his mother. As he 
was never more feen, even after the deceafe of 
Theodora, ihe deferves the foul imputation of 
extinguifhing with his life a fecret fo offe^five to 
her Imperial virtue. 
Her mar- In the moft dbjed ftate of her fortune and repu- 
juftiniln!^ tation, fome vifion, either of fleep or of fancy, blad 
whifpered to Theodora the pleafing aflurance that 
ihe was deftihed to become the fpoufe of a potexu 
monarch. Confcious of her approaching great* 
nefe, (he returned from Paphlagonia to Conftan- 
tinople ; aflfumed, like a ikilful a^lrefs^ a more 
decent charafter j relieved her poverty by the 
laudable Induftry of fpinning wool ; and affeded a 
life of chaftity and folitude in a fmall houfe, which 
'Ihe afterwards changed into a magnificent temple *'. 
Her beauty, affifted by art or accident, foon at- 
tracted, captivated, and fixed, the patrician Juf- 
tinian, who already reigned with abfolute fway 
under the name of his uncle. Perhaps (he con* 
trived to enhance the value of a gift which (he had 
fo often lavilhed on the meaneft of mankind: 
perhaps ihe inflamed, at firll by modeft delays, 

*7 Anonym, de Atitiqtiitat. C P. 1. iii. 131. m Banduri Impcrium Orient. 
• torn, i, p. 48. Ludewig (p. 15^.) argues fcnflbly that Theodora would 
not have immortalifed a brothel : but I apply this fa£t to her fecond aod 
ch;iAer refidence at Conftantlnople. 

^' ^ ^ ' 8 - and 
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and at laft by fenfual allurements, the defires of a c h a k. 
lover, who from nature or devotion was addifted ^^.^JL^ 
to long vigils and abftemious diet. When his firft 
tranfports had fublided, ffae ftill maintained the 
fame afcendant over his mmd, by the more folid 
merit of temper and underftanding. Juftinian de- 
lighted to ennoble and enrich the objed of his * 
affeftion j the treafures of the Eaft were poured at 
her feet, and the nephew of Juftin was determined, 
perhaps by religious fcruples, to beftow on his 
concubine the facred and legal charader of a wife. 
But the laws of Rome exprefsly prohibited the 
marriage of a fenatbr with any female who ' had 
been dilhonoured by a fervile origin or theatrical 
profeflion : the emprefs Lupi^ina, or Euphemia, a 
Barbarian of tuftic manners, but of irreproachable 
virtue, refufed to accept a proftitute for her niece ; 
and even Vigilantia, the fuperftttious mother of 
Juftinian, though (he acknowledged the wit and 
beauty of Theodpra, was ferioufly apprehenfivej 
left the levity and arrogance of that artful, para- 
mour might corrupt the piety and happinefs of her 
fon. Thefe obftacles were removed by the infle^t- 
ible conftancy of Juftinian. He patiently expeded 
the death of the emprefs ; he defpifed the tears of 
his mother, who foon funk under the weight of her " 
affliftion; ai\d a law was promulgated in the name 
of the emperor Juftin, which abolifhed the rigid , 
jurifprudence of antiquity. A glorious repentance 
(the words of the edid) was .left open for the un- ' 
happy females who had proftituted their perfons on 
^e theatre, and they were permitted to >contrad: a 
legal union with the moft illuftrious of the Ro- 
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mans**. This indulgence was fpcedUy followed 
by the folemn nuptials of Juftinian and Theodora J 
her dignity was gradually exalted with that of her 
lover.; and, as foon as Juftin had invefted hii 
nephew with the purple, the patriarch of Con. 
flantinople placed the diadem on the heads of the 
emperor and emprefs of the Eaft. But the nfual 
honours which the feverity of Roman manners had 
allowed to the wives of princes, could not fatisfjl^ 
either the ambition of Theodora or the fondnefs of 
Juftinian. He feated her on the throne as an equal 
and independent colleague in the fovereignty of 
the empire, and an oath of allegiance was impofed 
on the governors of the provinces in the joint names 
of Juftinian and Theodora *^ The Eaftern world 
fell proftrate before the genius and fortune of th^ 
daughter of Acacius. The proftitute who, m the pre* 
fence of innumerable fpectators, had polluted the 
theatre of Conftantinople, was adored as a queen in 
the fame city, by grave magiftrates, orthodox biflipps, 
viftorious generals, and captive ijionarcbs '^ 

>' Sep the old law in Ju<|inian> Code (1. v. tit. v, leg. 7. tit. xitvii. 
leg I.) under the years 336 and 454. The new edi^ (abo^t the year 5x1 
jftr 542. Alcman. p. 38. 96.) verj' awkwardly repeals no more than the 
claure of mulieres/cMir<r, libertlnae, tabemari«« See the novels 89 and fty. 
and a Greek refcript from Juftinian to the bifliops (Alen^an. p. 41.). 

»9 I fwear by the leather. Sec. by the Virgin Mary, i>y the four GofyfiU, 
quae in fnanibus teneo, and by the holy Archangels Michael and Gabriel^ 
puram conrcientiam gcrmanumque fervitipm me fervaturum, facraiiffimi* 
PDNN. JaftfnianO et Theodoras conjugi ejus (NovtlJ. viil. tit. 3.). Would 
tl>e oath have been bipding in favour bf the widow ? Communes tituE e^ 
trjumphi, &:. (Alcman. p. 47,48.). 

30 « Let grwtnefs own her, and ihe*i mean no more," Sec 
"VVithout Warburton's critical tdcfcope, X (hould never have feen, in the 
general pitlare of irii^mphant vice, any perfonal allufion tp Theodora. 

' - Thofe 
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Thofe Vfho believe that the female mind is to- c h a p. 

XL* 

tally depraved by the lofs of chaftity, will eagerly 
liften to ail the inveftives of private envy or po- 
pular refentment, which have diSembled the vir* 
tues of Theodora, exaggerated her vices, and 
condemned with rigour the venal or voluntary fins 
of the youthful harlot. From i motive of fliame 
or contempt, ihe often declmed the fervile ho- 
mage of the multitude, efcaped from the odious 
light of the capital, and pafled the greateft part of 
the year in the palaces and gardens which were 
pleafantly feated on the fea-coafl of the Propontis 
and th6 Bofphorus. Her private hours were de« 
voted to the prudent as well as grateful care of 
iier beauty, the luxury of the bath and table, and 
the long flumber of the evening and the morn- 
ing. Her fecret apartments were occupied by the 
favourite women and eunuchs, whofe interefts and 
paffions (he indulged at the expcnce of juftice; 
the mod illuftrious perfonages of the ftate were 
crowded into a dark and fultry antichamber, and 
when at laft, after tedious attendance, they were 
admitted to kifs the feet of Theodora, they expe- 
rienced, as her humour might fuggeft, the filent 
arrogance of an emprefs, or the capricious levity 
of a comedian, |ier rapacious avarice to accu- 
mulate an immenfe treafure, may be excufed by 
the apprehenfion of her hufband's death, which 
could leave no alternative between ruin and the 
throne j and fear as well as ambition might ex- 
afperate Theodora againft two generals, who du- 
ring a malady of the emperor, had raflily declared 
that they were not difpofed to accjuiefce in the 

F 4 choice 




f« THE DECLINE iTND FALL 

cboieeof the capital. But the reproach of ^cruelty, 
fo repugnant even to her fofter vices, has left an 
indelible (lain on the memory of Theodora; Her 
numerous fpies obferved, ' and zealoufly reported, 
every aftion, or ^^^ord, or look, injurious to their 
royal miftrefs* . Whomfoever they accufed were 
caft into her peculiar prifons ^\ inacceffible to the 
inquiries of juftice ; and it was rumoured, that the 
torture of the rack, or fcourge, had been inflifted 
In the prefence of a female tyrant, infenfible to the 
voice of prayer or of pity '*. Some of thefe un- 
happy victims perifhed in deep unwholefome dun* 
geons, while others were permitted, after the lofs 
of their limbs, their reafon, or their fortune, to 
appear-in the wprld the living monuments of her 
vengeance^ which was commonly extended to .the 
children of thpfe whom (he had fufpef^ed or in* 
jured. The fenator, or bilhop, whofe death or exile 
Theodora had pronounced, was delivered to a 
trufty nicflenger, and his diligence was quickened 
by a menace from her own mouth. " If you fail 
** in the execution of my commands, I fwear by 
*^ him who liveth for ever, that your (kin (hall 
♦^ be flayed from your body ".*' 
H€r¥irtnc$, . If the creed of Theodora bad notbeen tainted with 
herefy, her exemplary devotion might have atoned, 

- JT Her prjftlisj ^ labyrinph, a Tartarus (Anecdot. c. 4.), were piider. the 
palace. Darknefs is propitious to cruelty, but it is likewife favourable to 
cal^umny and -fifiion. • 

5» A more jocular whipping was in^dcd on Saturnjnus, fpr prefuming 
to fay that his wife, a favourite of the cmprefs, had not becR found arpnTOj 
(Anecdot. c. 17.). , . 

2) Per viventem in fecula pxcor^ri tc £iciara. AnafUfluide Vitis Pont. 
IUma% jn Vigilio, p. ao. 

♦ 
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in the opinion of her contemporaries^ for pride, ava« chap. 



rice, and cruelty. But, if (he employed her in- 
fluence to afluage the intolerant fury of the em^ 
peror, the prefent age vjHI allow fome merit to her 
religion, and much indulgence to her fpeculative 
errors ^\ The name of Theodora was introduced, 
with equal honour, in all^ the pious and charitable 
foundations of Juftinian ; and the mod benevolent 
ixillicution of his reign may be afcribed to the 
fympatby of the emprefs for her lefs fortunate 
iiilers, who had been feduced or compelled to em- 
brace the trade of proilitution. A palace, on the 
Afiatic fide of the Bofphorus, was converted into 
a {lately and fpacious monaflery, and a liberal 
maintenance was afligntd to five hundred women, 
who had been colle^ed from the ftreets and bro- 
thels of Conftantinople. In this fafe and holy 
retreat, they were devoted to perpetual confinement; 
and the defpair of fome, who threw tl^emfelves 
headlong into the fea, was loft in the gratitude of 
the penitents, who had been delivered from fin and 
mifery by their generous benefaftrefs ". The pru- 
dpnce of Theodora is celebrated by Judinian him- 
felf I and his laws are attributed to the fage coun- 
fels of his mod reverend wife, whom ha had 
received as the gift of the Deity '*. Her courage 

r 

34 Ludewig, p. i6x-«i66. I give him credit for the charitable attempt, 
although be hath not much charity in his temper. 

35 Compare the Anecdotes (c. 17.) with tlie Edifices (1. i. c.g.jr-how 
differently may the fame fadjb be ftated! John Malala (tom.ii. p. 174, 
^7S») obferve^> that on this, or a fimilar occafion, (he releafed an<i clothed 
the girls whom (he had purchafed from the (lews at five aurei a-piece, 

36 Novel, viii. x. An allufion to Th^odofj. Her enemies read the name* 
Pacmonodpra (Aleman. p. 6^.). 
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^ x^ ^' ^^^ difplayed amidft the tumult of the people and 
the terrors of the court. Her chaftity, from the 
jnoment of her union with Juftinian, is founded 
on the filence of her implacable enemies ; and, 
although the daughtcfr of Acacius might be fatiated 
with love, yet fome applaufe is due to the firmnefe 
of a mind vhich could facrifice pleafure and habit 
to the ftronger fenfe either of duty or intereft. The 
m^ifiies and prayers of Theodora could never obtain 
the biefling of a lawful fon, and (he buried an infant 
daughter, the fele offspring of her marriage ^'. 
Notwithftanding this difappointment, her dominion 
was permanent and abfolute ; (he preferved, by art 
or merit, the affedlions of Juftinian \ and then- feem- 
ing difienfions were always fatal to the^ courtiers 
who believed them to be fmcere^ Perhaps her 
health had been impaired by the licentioufnefs of 
ker youth ; but it was always delicate, and flie wa$ 
direfted by her phyfidans to ufe the Pythian warm 
baths. In this journey, the emprefs was followed 
by the piaetorian prajfeft, the great treafurer, 
fevcral counts and patricians, and a fplendid trairi 
ci four thoufand attendants ; the highways were 
repaired at her approach ; a palace was erefttsd for 
her reception ; and as ihe pafied through Bithynia^ 
file diftributed liberal alms, to the churches, the 
monafteri^s, and the hofpitals, that they might 
Implore heaven for the reftoratioa of her health ^% 

77 St. Saba? refidld to pray for a fon of Theodora, left he ihould provt 

. «» heretic worfe than Anaflalius himfelf (Cyril in Vit. St. Satne, apud Ale« 

pan. p. 70. J09.). ^ • . 

?8 See John Ma^ala, torn. ii. p* 174. Theoplwftier, p. 15$. Procopius dc 

' li At 
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At ledgth, in the twenty-fourth year of her mar- c ha k 
riage, and the twenty-fecond of her reigii, flie was ^...i^i-v-w 
confumed by a cancer '^ ; and the irreparable Ipfs *J^^f^ 
wfts deplored by her huiband, who, in the room J«ie n. 
of 3 theatrical proftitute, might have felefted the 
pureft and moft noble virgin of the £aft *'. 

II. A material difference^ may be obferved lA TheCw. 
the games of antiquity : thd moft eminent of the drcm, 
Greeks were adors, the Romans were merely ' 
fpeftators. The Olympic ftadium was open to 
wealth, merit, and ambition ; and if the candidates 
could depend on their perfonal ikill and a£Hvity, 
they might purfue the footfteps of Diomede and 
Menelaus, and condud their own horfes in the 
rapid career *\ Ten, twenty, forty, chariots, were 
allowed to ftart at the fame inftant ; a crown of 
Idves was the reward of the vi£lor : and his fame, 
vith that of his family and country, was chaunted 
in lyric ftrains more durable than monuments 
of brafs and marble. But a fenator, or even a 



39 Theodora Cbalcedonenfis fynodi inimica cancerls plaga totd corpore 
perfufa vitam prodigiofe finivit (Vifior Tunanenfis inChron.). On fucil 
pccafiopB, an orthodox mind is ftceled againft pity. Aleixunnus (p% ti, 
13.) undeHlands the fva-tPu? iKoiftriQn of Theophanes as civil language, 
which does not implj either piety or repentance $ yet two years after 
her deatby 3t. Theodora is celebrated by Paul Silentiafius (in Proem, v, 5S 
r— 6a.). 

40 As Ihe perfecuted the popes, and rejected a council, Baronius exhaufts 
the names of £ve» Daii|a, Herodias, &c. : after which he lias reconrfe to his 
infernal di^ionary : civis inferni— «alumna daemonum— fiitatiico ag^itat^ 
ipiriti^«v-e(lro pertita diabolico, &c. &c. (A. D. 548, N^ 24.) 

41 Read and feet the xxiiid book of the Iliad, a living pi^ure of manners^ 
paflionsy and the whole form and fpirit of the chariot race. WeA*s Diifert- 
ation on the Olympic Game$ (fipft. xih-^xvli.} afibrds much curious and 
av^hentil: information. 
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.citizen, confciqus of hi3 idtgnity, would have bluihed 
.<G expofe his perfbn or his horfes in. the circus of 
;R<jme. The. garner were exhibited at the expence 
of the ri^pvibUcj'the^magiftrates, or^he emperors: 
Jbutthe reins were abd,ndc>n.^,d to ferv!ile. hands r and 
if the profits of a favourite charioteer fonietimes 
,ex<jeeded thofe of an advocate, tbey muft be confi- 
dcred as the.efFefts of popular extravagance, and 
the high wages gf a ' difgraqef ul profeffion. The 
^ace, in its firft inftitt^tioh^ was a.fimple conteft of 
two chariots, whofe drivers wete diflinguifhed by 
white and red liveries ; two additioilal colours, a 
light green J and a ceerule^n W^/f, were afterwards 
introduced j and as the races were repeated twenty- 
five timeSj one hundred chariots contributed in the 
fame, day to the pomp of the .circus. The four 
faSlionr foon acquired a legal eftablifhtncnt, and a 
myfteriou^ origin, and ttheir fanciful colours were 
derived from . the various appearances of nature in' 
the four feaf^ns of thevyeary the red dog-ftar of 
fummer, the fnows of winter, the deep (hades of 
autumn, and the cheerful verdure of the fpring **. 
Another interpretation preferred the elements to 
the feafonSj and the ftruggle of the green and blue 
was fuppofed to reprefent the conflift of the earth 
and fea. Their refpeflive viftories announced 
^ither a plentiful harveft or a profperous naviga- 

42 The four colouris, albati^ ruffati, frafiui^ veneti, reprefent the four 
feafons, according to Cadi ^dorius (Var. iii. 5i.)> ^^o laviflics much wit 
ajfld eloquence on this theatrical niyAery* Of thefe colours, the three firft 
niay be fairly tranflated white^ red, and grten. Venetus is explained by 
farukus, a word various and vague : it is properly the iky refle^^ed in the 
fea ; but cuftom and convenience may allow blue as an equivalent (Robert. 
Stcphao. fub voce. Spence's Polymetis^ p. 2a 8.)* 

tion. 
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tion, and thb hpftility of the hufbandmen and 6 h a ?. 
mariners was fomewhat lefs abfurd than the blind ^^^^^.^ 
ardour of the Roman people, who devoted their 
lives and fortunes to the colour which they had 
efpoufed. Such folly was difdained and indulged 
by the wifeft princes ; but the names of Caligula^ 
Nero, Vitellius, Verus, Commodus, Caracalla^ 
and Elagabalus, were enrolled in the blue or green 
fadions of the circus : they frequented their ftables, *t Ro«^- 
ap{)lauded their favourites, chaftifed their anta* 
gonifts, and deferved the efteem of the populace, 
by the natural or affected imitation of their man- 
ners. The bloody and tumultuous conteft conti* 
nued to difturb the public feftivity, till the laft age 
of the fpedacles of Rome; and Theodoric, from. , 

a motive of juftice or affedion, interpofed his 
authority to proteft the greens againft the violence 
of a conful and a patrician, who were paflionately 
addicted to the blue faftion of the circus *^ 

Conftantinople adopted the follies, though not Theydif- 
the virtues, of ancient 'Rome ; and the fame fac* ftamino^e 
tions which had agitated the circus, raged. with J"!'*** 
redoubled fury in the hippodrome. Under the reign 
of Anaftafius, this popular frenzy was inflamed 
by. religious zeal ; and the greens, who had trea- 
cheroufly concealed ftones and daggers under bafkets 
of fruit, maffagred, at a folemri feftival, three thou- 
fand of their blue adverfaries "^^ From the ca- 

^ pital, 

43 See Onuphrlus Panvinius de J«udis Clrcenfibus, 1 1. c. xo, z x. ; the 
xviitii Annotation on MftTcou^s Hiftory of the Germans^ and Aleman. 
ad c. viu 

44 Marcellin. in Chron. p. 47. I&ilead of the vulgar word 'oeneta, lie 
nfes the mor^ exqulfite terms of carulea and c^rfa/is, Baronius ( A. D* 50 1 » 

• N04, 
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H A P. p\^^^y this peftileace was 4iffufed into the pravinc€d 

v^pi-^-i^- and cities of the Eaft, and the fportive di(tindi(H| 

ef two colours produced two ftrong and irrecon* 

cileable fadion89 which fliook the foimdations of a 

feeble government ^^ The popular difl'^niions, 

founded on the moft ferious intereft^ or holy pre- 

tence, have fcarcely equalled the oblUnacy of this 

wanton difcord, which invaded the peace of fami*- 

lies, divided friends and brothers, and tempted 

the female fex, though feldom feen in the circus^ 

to efpoufe the inclinations of their lovers, or to 

contradi£l the wi(hes of their bufbands. Every 

law, either human or divine, was trsimpled under 

foot, and as long as the party was fuccefsful, its 

^ * \4eluded followers appeared carelefs of private di£- 

trefs or public calamity. The licenfe, without 

the freedom, of democracy, was revived at Anti* 

och and Conftantinople, and the fupport of a fac« 

tion became neceflary to every candidate for givil 

or ecclefiaftical honours. A fecret attachment to 

the family or fe£i; of Aniftafius was imputed to 

the greens; the blues were zealoufly devoted to 

juftinian ^ the caufe of orthodoxy and Juftinian ^9 and their 

whcs!.^*^^* grateful patron protefted, above five years, the 

diforders of a fadion, whofe feafonable tumults 

Mo 4, 5, 6.) is fatisfied that the blues were orthodox $ but Tilleraont is 
angry at the fuppofitioDy and will not allow any martyrs in a playhoufe 
(Hift. desEmp. torn. vi. p. 554.). 

45 See Procopius, Perfic. I. i. c. 24* In defcrlbing the vices of the 
factions and of the govemmcnt» the pubRcy is not more favourable than the 
Jecrety hiftorian. Aleman. (p. 26.) has quoted a fine f2^%t from Gregory 
Nazianzen, which proves the inveteracy of the evil. 

4^ The partiality of Juftinian for the blues ( Anecdot. c. 7. } is atteftcd 
by Evagrius (Hifl« Eccief. \, iv. c. 32.) 9 John Malala (torn. ii. p. i%ti i39«}> 
efpt;cia)iy for Ahtioch 3 and Theophaaies <p* 14a.)*. 

overawed 
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oterawed the palace, the fenate, ant) the capitals c h a f. 
of the Eaft. Infblent witli royal favour, the blues ^^ 
affeded to ftrike terror by a peculiar and Barbaric 
drefsy the long hair of the Huns, their clofe 
fleeves and ample garments, a lofty flep, and a 
fonorous voice. In the day they concealed their 
two-edged poynards, but in the night they boldly 
aOembled in arms, and in numerous band^, pre- 
pared for every ad of violence and rapine. Their 
adverfaries ofthe green faftion, or even inoffenfive 
citizens, were ftripped and pften murdered by th^^fe 
noidiirnal robbers, and it became dangerous to 
wear any gold buttons or girdles, or to appear at 
a late hour in the ftreets of a peaceful capitaL A 
during fpirit^ riilng with impunity, proceeded to 
vioiata the fafeguard of private houfes ^ and fire 
was employed to facilitate the attack, or to conceal 
the crimes of thefe fadious rioters. No place 
was ffib or facred from their depredations ; to gra^ 
tify either avarice or revenge, they profufely fpilt 
the blood of the innocent; churches and altars 
were polluted by atrocious murders ; and it was 
the boaft of the affailins, that their dexterity could 
always infli£t a mortal wound with a fingle ftroke 
pf their dagger. The diffolute youth of Conftan- 
tinople adopted the blue livery of diforder ; the 
laws were filent, and the bonds of fociety were 
relaxed : creditors were compelled to refign their 
obligations j judges to* reverfe their fentence ; 
mailers to enfranchife their flaves ; fathers to 
fupply the extravagance of their children ; noble 
matrons were proftituted to the luft of their fer- 
vants ; beautiful boys were torn from the arms of 

their 




So. THE DECLINE AND FALL. 

their parent^ ; and wives, unlefs they preferred % 
voluntary death, were raviflicd in the prefence of 
their hufbands *^. The defpair of the greens, who 
were perfecuted by their enemies, and deferted by 
the magiftrate, aflfumed the privilege of defence, 
perhaps of retaliation : but thofe who furvived the 
combat, were dragged to execution, and the un« 
happy fugitives efcaping to woods and caverns', 
preyed without mercy on the fociety from whence 
they were expelled. Thofe minifftrs of juftice 
who had courage to punifh the crimes, and to 
brave the refentment of the blues, * became the 
vidims of their indifcreet zeal ; a praefeft of Con- 
ftantlpople fled for refuge to' the holy fepulchre, a 
count of the Eaft was ignominioufly whipped, and 
a governor of Cilicis^ was hanged, by the order of 
Theodora, on the tomb of two affaf&ns whom he 
had condemned for the murder of his groom, and 
a daring attack upon his own life ^\ An afpiring 
candidate may be tempted to build his greatnefs 
on the public confufion, but it is the intereft as 
well as duty of a fovereign to maintain the autho- 
rity of the laws. The firft edift of Juftinian, 
which was often repeated, and fometimes exe- 
cuted, announced his firm refolution to fupport 
the innocent, and to chaftife the guilty of every 

4-7 A wife (fays Procopi us), who was felzed and almoft ravKb^d by a 
blue coat, threw herfelf into the Bofphorus. The bi/hops of the fe'cond 
Syria (Aleman. p. 26.) deplore a fimilar fulcide, the guilt or glory of female 
chaftity, and name the heroine. 

4^ The doubtfal credit of Procopius (Anecdot. c. xy.) is fupporitd by the 
lefs partial Evagrius, who con6rms the fa£t, and fpeclfies Uie names. The 
tragic fate of the praefeA of Conftantiniopie is related by John Malala 
(tom.ii« p« Z390« •,. ^ 

deno- 
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denomination and colour. Yet the balance of chap* 

XL* 

juftice was ftill inclined in favour of the blue \..^^^^mm^ 
faftionj^ by. the fecret affedioh, the habits^ and 
the fears of the emperor ; his equity, after an ap^ 
parent flruggle, fubmitted, without reludance^ to 
the implacable paffions of Theodora^ and the em^ 
prefs neveir forgot, or forgave, the injuries of the 
comedian. At the acceflion of the younger Juftin^ 
the proclamation of equal and rigbrous juftice in« 
diredly condemned the partiality of the former 
reigni " Ye blues^ Juftinian is no more ! ye greensj 
« heisftillalive^^r 

A fedition, which almoft laid Conftantinople in sedition of 
aflies, was excited by the mutual hatred and mo«- nopiefcm- 
inentary reconciliation of the two fadlionsi In '^'j^ 
the fifth year of his reign, Juftinian celebrated the a. d. 53a. 
feftival of the ides of January.: the games were 
inceffantly difturbed by the clamorous difcontent 
of the greens J till ^e twenty-fecond race, the em- 
peror maintained his fdent gravity; at length, 
yielding to his impatience, he condefcended to 
hold, in abrupt fentences, and by the voice of a 
cryer, the moft fmgular dialogue *^ that ever paflcd 
between a prince and his fubjedts. Their firft com* 
plaints were refpedful and modeft ; they accufed 
the fubordinate minifters of oppreiEon, and pro* 

49 Sec John Malala (torn. ii. p. 147.)} Y^t he owns that Juftinian wis 
afctacbed to tnc biues. The fecining ditcoid of ti;c emperor and 'Iheodora, 
Ss perhaps viewed with too much jealoufy and reiiQemenc by irocopiuA 
(Anccdoc. c» 10.). SceAloman. Piafat. p. 6. 

JO This dialogue, which Theophanes has prcferved^ exhibits the popular 
language^ as wdl as the manntrs> of Conftantinopie m the viti) c entury. 
Their Greek is mmglcd with many ftrange and baib.rous words, fji which 
Pucange cannot always find a rataning or etymology. 

VoL.'Vn. G claimed 
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CHAP, claimed their wi(hes for the long life and viftory 
of the emperor. ^* Be patient and attentive, ye 
♦* infolent railers !" exclaimed Juftinian y " be 
•' mute, ye Jews, Samaritans, and Manichaeans !'* 
The greens ftili attempted to awaken his com« 
paffion. " We are poor, we are innocent, ^s^ are 
injured, we dare not pafs through the ftreets : 
a general perfecution is exercifed againfl: otir 
*' name and colour. Let us die, O emperor ! but 
** let us die by your command, and for your fer* 
•* vice !" But the repetition of partial and paf- 
fionate inveftives degraded, in their eyes, the ma- 
jefty of the purple ; they renounced allegiance to 
the prince who refufed juflice to his people; Iz^ 
mented chat the father of Juftinian had been born; 
and branded his fon with the opprobrious names 
of an homicide, an afs, and a perjured tyrant* 
** Do you defpife your lives ?'* cried the indignant 
monarch : the blues tofewith fury from their feats } 
their hoftile clamours thundered in the hippo* 
drome; and their adverfaries, deferting the un- 
equal conteft, fpread terror and defpair through 
the ftreets of Conftantinople. At this dangerous 
moment, feven notorious aflaflins of both fac- 
tions, v;^ho had been condemned by the prasfeft, 
were carried round the city, and afterwards tranf. 
ported to the place of execution in the fuburb 
of Pera. Four were immediately beheaded; a 
fifth was hanged : but when the fame punifliment 
was inflided on the remaining two, the rope 
broke, they fell alive to the ground, the populace 
applauded their efcape, and the monks of St. Co- 
^ ^ . non. 
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Hon, ifluing from the neighbouring convent, con- c h a p- 
yeyed them in ' a boat to the fanftuary of the 
church '*. As one of thefe criminals was of the 
blue, and the other of the green livery, the two 
faftions were equally provoked by the cruelty of 
their oppreflbr, or the ingratitude of their patron; 
and a (hort truce was concluded till they had de- 
Kvered their prifoners, and fatisfied their revenge. 
The palace of the praefeft, who withftood the 
feditious torrent, was inftantly burnt, his oflicers 
aud guards were maffacred, the prifons were 
forced open, and freedom was reftored to thofc 
who could only ufe it for the public deftruftion. 
A military force, which had been difpatched to 
the aid of the civil magiftrate, was fiercely encoun- 
tered by an armed multitude, whofe numbers and 
boldnefs continually increafed ; and the Heruli, 
the wildeft Barbarians in the fervice of the empire, 
overturned the priefts and their relics, which, 
from a pious motive, had been rafhly interpofed 
to feparate the bloody conflift. The tumult 
was exafperated by this facrilege, the people 
fought with enthufiafm in the caufe of God ; the 
women, from the roofs and windows, (howered 
ftones on the heads of the foldiers ; who darted 
firebrands againft the houfes ; and the various 
flames, whip h had been kindled by the hands of 
citizens and Arrangers, fpread without conrro! 
over the face of the city. The conflagration in- 
volved the cathedral of St. Sophia, the baths of 
Zeuxippus,^ a part of the palace, from the firft eiir 

5< See thii church and inon%ilery in Pocansffy C. P. Chrilli^na? !• '^^ 

G 2 trance 



H THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c HA ?• ttance to the altar of Mars, and the long portica 
y,— -v-^ from the palace to the forum of Conftantine j 
a large hofpital, with the fick patients, was con- 
fumed ; many churches and (lately edifices were 
deftroyed, and an immenfe treafure of gold and 
filver was either melted or lofti From fuch fcenes 
of horror and diftrefs, the wife and wealthy citizens 
cfcaped over . the Bofphorus to the Afiatic fide j 
and during five days Conftantinople was aban- 
doned to the factions, whofe watch- word, Nika, 
vanquijh! has given a name to this memorable 
fedition '*. 
The di.irefi As long as the faftions were divided, the iri- 
ju mian. y^pjj^jjj fclues, and defponding greens, appeared 

to behold with the fame indifference the diforders 
of the ftate. They agreed to cenfure the corrupt 
management of juflice and the finance ; and the 
two refponfible minifters, the artful Tribonian, 
and the rapacious John of Cappadocia, were loudly 
arraigned as the authors of the public mifery# 
The peaceful murmurs of the people would have 
been difregarded : they were heard with refpeft 
when the city was in flames j the quaeftor, and the 
pradFeS, were inftantly removed, and their offices 
were filled by two fenators of blamelefs integrity* 
After this popular conceiSon, Juftinian proceeded 
to the hippodrome to confefs his own errors, and 
to accept the repentance of his grateful fubjefts j 
but they diftrufted his aflfurances, though folemnly ^ 

5» The hiftory of the .Nika fcditidn is extrafted from Mafcellinus {hk 
Cbron.), Procopius (Perfic. 1. L c. 26.) 9 John MalaU (torn. ii. p. 213^-* 
iiS^yChron. Pafchal. (p. 336— '340.), Theophancs (Chronograph, p. 154 , 
<**'i5S.)) and Zonans (Uxivt p. 6i-^63*}» ^ 
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• pronounced in the prefence of the holy gofpels ; ^ " jj ^• 
-and the emperor, alarmed by their diftruft, re- 
. treated with precipitation to the ftfong fortrefs of 
the palace. The obftinacy of the tumult was now 
imputed to a fecret and ambitious confpiracy, and 
a fufpicion was entertained, that the inrurgehts, 
more efpecially the green faction, had been fup- 
, plied with arms and money by Hypatius and Pom<^ 
pey, two patricians, who could neither forget with 
honour, nor remember with fafety, that they were 
the nephews of the emperor Anaftafius. Capri- 
qioufly trufted, difgraced, and pardoned, by the 
jealous levity of the * monarch, they had appeared 
as loyal fervants before th^ throne ; and, during 
live days of the tumult, they were detained as im- 
portant hoftages ; till at length, the fears of Jufti- 
nian prevailing over his prudence, he viewed the 
two brothers in the light of fpies, perhaps of af- 
faffins, and fternly commanded them tq depart 
from the palace. After a fruitlefs reprefentation, 
that obedience ruight lead to involuntary treafon, 
they retired to their houfes, and in the morning of 
the fixth day Hypatius was furrounded and feized 
,by the people, .who, regardlefs of his virtuous rc- 
fiftance, and the tears of his wife, tranfported their 
favourite to the forum of Conllantine, and inilead 
of a diadem^ placed a rich collar on his head. If 
the ufurper, who afterwards pleaded the merit of 
his delay, had complied with the advice of his fe- 
nate, and urged the fury of the multitude, their 
firft irrefiftible eflFort might have opprefled or ex- 
pelled his trembling competitor. The Byzantine 
palace epjoyed a free communication with the fea ; 

G 3 vcflcls 




9fi THE DECLINE AND FALL 

veffels lay ready at the garden ft airs ; and a fccrct 
refolution was already formed, to convey the em- 
peror with his family and treafures to a fafe retreat, 
at fome diftance from the capital, 
Firmncftof Juftinian was loft, if the proftitute whom he 
odora- raifed from the theatre had not renounced the 
timidity, as well as the virtues, of her fex. In the 
midft of a council, where Belifarius was prefeht, 
Theodora alone difplayed the fpirit of an hero;, 
^nd flie alone, without apprehending his future 
hatred, could fave the emperor from the immi- 
nent danger, and his unworthy fears. ** If flight,** 
faid the.confortof Jflftinian, ** were the ofily means 
of fafety, yet I fliould difdain to fly. Death is 
the condition of our birth ; but they who have 
reigned fliould never furvive the lofs of dignity 
and dominion. 1 implore heaven, that Isaay 
never be feen, not a day, without my diadem 
and purple ; that I may no longer behold the 
light, when I ceafe to be faluted with the name 
of queen. If you refolve, O Casfar ! to fly, yoi^ 
have treafures ; behold the fea, you have fliips ; 
but tremble left the defire of life fliould expofe 
your to wretched exile and ignominious death. 
^' For my own part, I adhere to the maxim of an« 
*' tiquity, that the throne is a glorious fepulchre.** 
The firmnefs of a woman reftored the courage to 
deliberate and aft, and courage foon difcovers the 
•refources of the moft defperate fituation. It was 
^n eafy and a decisive meafure to revive the ani- 
-mofity of the faftions ; the blue were aftoniftied 
*t iherr own guilt and folly, that a trifling 4njury 
^ould provoke them to confpire with their impl^ 
« -* ' *' cable 
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cable enemies a^inft a gracious and liberal bene* chap, 
faftor ; they again proclaimed the majefty of Jufti- ,^^^ 
nian, and the greens, with their upftart emperor. The fedi. 
were left alone in the hippodrome. The fidelity of prcflw.^*** 
the guards was doubtful ; but the military force of 
Juftinian confided in three thoufand veterans, who 
had been trained to valour and difcipline in the 
Perfian and lUyrian wars. Under the command of 
Belifarius and Mundus, they filently marched in two 
^ivifions from the palac^, forced their obfcure way 
through narrow paffages, expiring flames, and 
falling edifices, and burft open at the fame mo* 
ment the two oppofite gates of the hippodrome, 
in this narrow fpace, the diforderly and alBFrighted 
crowd was incapable of refifting' on either fide a 
firm and regular attack ; the blues fignalized the 
fuiry of their repentance j apd it is computed, that 
above thirty thoufand perfons were flain in the 
tnercilefs and promifcuous carnage of the day. 
Hypatius was dragged from his thrcme, and con? 
du6ted with his brother Pompey to the feet of 
the emperor: they implored his clemency j but - 
their crime was manifeft, their innocence, uncer- 
t^in, and Juftinlan had been too much terrified to 
forgive. The next morning the two nephews of 
Anaftafius, with eighteen illu/iriout accomplices, 
of patrician or confular rank, were privately exe« 
cuted by the foldiers ; their bodies were thrown 
into the fea, their palaces razed, and their fortunes. 
confifcated. The hippodrome itfelf was condemned, 
during feveral years, to a mournful filence : 
with the reftosation of the games, the fame dif- 
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CHAP, orders revived ; and the blue and green fa^lbtiiS 
N-^,>.^> continued to afflid: the reign of Judinian, and tQ 

difturb the tranquillity of the Eaftern empire '^. 
Agriculture III. That empire, after Rome was barbarous, 
?Ii*tuTeTof ftill embraced the nations whom ihe had conquered 
cm Ic^"'' beyond the Hadriatic, and as far as the frontiers 
of -/Ethiopia and Perfia. Juftinian reigned over 
fixty-four provinces, and nine hundred and thirtyt 
I five cities *t ; his dominions were bleffed, by nature} 
with the advantages of foil, fituation, and climate ; 
and the improvements of human art had been per-^ 
petually diffufed along the coaft of the Mediterra- 
nean and the banks of the Nile, from anient Troy 
to the Egyptian Thebes* Abraham '^ had beeq 
relieved by the well-kno\^n plenty of Egypt ; the; 
£ime country, a fmall and populous tra£l, was (liU 
capable of exporting, each yes^r^ two hundred an4 
fixty thoufand quarters of wheat for the ufe of Con« 
ftantinople'f; and the capital of Juftinij^i iij^as iup-j 
plied v^ith the manufadures of Sidon^^ (iftefn cen-* 

Si Marcelllnus fays in general terms, InQumeris populis In clrco trucida- 
tis. Procoplus numbers 30,000 viflims! and the 35,066 ofTlieophaneft; 
are fwelied to 40,000 by ihe more recent Zon^ras. Such is the ^^ual pro* 
gre/s of exaggeration. 

54 Hierogles, a contemporary of Jnftinian, compofed his TvvotXf^^ 
(Ttinerana,'p. 631,), or review of the eaftern provinott and cities, before 
the year 535 ( WelSclUvg in Praefat. and Not. ad p. 6x3, ^c)* 

55 Seethe book of Genefis (xii. io.)> and the adminiftration of Jofeph*' 
The annals of the Greeks and Hebrews agree in (he early lirts and plefity'of 
^gypt: Imt (his an^quity' fupp6fe$ along feries of improvements: an^ 
Warburton, who Is almoft ftifled by the Hebrew, calls aloud for the Samari- 
tan chronology (Divine Legation, voMii. p. 29, &r.). 

56 Eight millions of Roman nlo<iii> beOdes a cbntributton of So,OQO aur^i 
for ihe expences of water-carriage, from which the fubjtdl was gracioufly 
excufcd. Seethe xiiith £dl£^ of Juftinian: the numbers are checked and 
Verified by the agreement of the j^reck and Latin texts. . 
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flif les after they had been celebrated in the poems chap. 
of Homer ". The annual powers of vegetation, 
iuftead of being exhaufted by two thoulimd harvefts, 
were renewed, and invigorated by fkilful hufbandry, 
yich manure, and feafonable repofe. The breed of 
domeftic animals was infinitely multiplied. Plant« 
sktions, buildings, and the inftruments of labour 
and luxury, which are more durable than the term 
of human life, were accumulated by the care of 
fucceJfGve generations. Tradition prefer ved, and 
experience fimplified, the humble pra£lice of the 
arts : fociety was enriched by the divifion of labour 
and the f^tcility of exchange ; and every Koman 
ivas lodged, clothed, and fubfifted, by the induf- 
try of a thpufand hands. The invention of the 
loom and d^^^ff bas been pioufly afcribed to the 
gods# In every age, a variety of animal and 
vegetable produdions, hair, ikins, wool, flax, cotton, 
jjnd at length T^/zt, have been IkilfuUy manufaftured 
to hide pr adorn the human body ; they were ftained 
with an infufion of permanent colours; and the 
pencil was fqccefsfully employed to improve the 
labours of the looip. Jn the choice, of thofe 
!<;Qlours *' which imitate the beauties of nature, the 
freedom of t^fte and fafhion was indulged ; but the 



57 Homer's Iliad, vi. 189. Thefe veils, -TrsffXo* ra/xroiwXot, "were ttie 
work of the Sidonian women. But this paiTage Is more honourable to the 
snanufa£tures> than to the navig^ation of Phoenicia, from, whence they had 
Jjcen imported to Troy in Phrygian bottoms. 

58 See in Ovid (de Arte Amandi, iil. 269^ ^c.) a poetical lift of twelve 
colours borrowed from flowers, the elements, &c. But it is almoft impof- 
nble to dlfcrimina^e by words all the nice and various Hiadcs both of art and 
nature. 

deep 
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CHAP, (feep purple^* whkh the ]?hochician« extrz&ei 
-vj-,-^u_- i^oin a ftelUfifli, was reftrained to thie facred pet- 
fon and paiace of the emperor ; and the penalties 
of treafon were denounced againft the ambitious 
fubje€ts, who dared to ufurp the prerogative of the 
throne '^^a 
The life of I need not explain that filk *' is originally fpun 

6ik by the -^ o y r 

Honians. from the bowcls of a caterpillar, and that it cora- 
pofes the golden tomb from whence a worrti 
emerges in the form of a butterfly. Till the reign 
of Juftinian, the filk-worms who feed on the kaves 
of the white mulberry-tree, were confined to China; 
thofe df the pine, the oak, and the alh, were com- 
mon in the foreds both of Alia and Europe ; but 
as their. education is more difficult, and their pro- 
duce more tmcertain, they were generally ne- 
glefled, except in the little ifland of Ceos, near the 

59 By the d'tkovery of cochineal, Sec. we iar fuq^afs the colowrs^f anti- 
quity. Their royal purple liad a (Irong fmcU, and a dark caft as deep m 
bull's blood — obfcuritas rubens (fays Caffiodorius, Var. i, 2.) nigrerlo 
fengninea. The pre0dent Goguet (Onigine des Loix ft des Art?, ^rt 2u 
1. i). c. 2. p. 1X4 — 215.) \vill amufe and f:»tisfy the readtn I<}oitbt wliciher 
his book, efpecialiy in England, is as well known as it defei ves to be. 

^ Hincrical proofs of this jealoufy have been occafionally introduced, 
and many naore might have been added : but the arbitrary t£ts of def))OtiliA 
were justified by the fobcrand general declarations of law (Codex Tbeofkv 
fian. 1. X. tit. 21. leg. 3. Codex JuAinian. 1. xi. tit. 8. leg. 5.). An in* 
glorious permiffion, and necefTiry reAri^tion, was applied to the mima, the 
female damcers (Cqd. Theodof. 1. xv. tit. 7. leg. 11.). 

61 In the hiflory of infedts (far more wonderful than Ovid's Metatinor* 
phofes) the filk-worm holds a confpicuous place. The bombyx of the ifle 
cf Ceos> as defcribed by Pliny (HiA. Natur. xi. 7,6, 27. with the notes of 
the two learned JefuUs, Hardouin and Brntier), may be iiluilrated by a 
6miiar fpccics in China (Mcmoires fur les Cbinois, torn. ii. pw 575—598*) i 
pvt cnr filk'oWorm, as well ais the white mulberry -tree, were unknown t^ 
TheoplirAftus and PUny. 
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coalt of Attica. A thin gauze vms procured from c h a »» 
their webs» and this Cean inanu&dture, the inrea* 
tion of a woman, for female ufe, was long admired 
both in the Eafl; and at Rome. Whatever fufpi- 
cions may be raifed by the garments of the Medes 
and AfTyrians, Virgil is the mod ancient writer^ 
who exprefsly mentions the foft wpol which wa3 
combed from the trees of the Seres or Chinefe ** ; 
and this natural error, lefs marvellous than the. 
truth, was flowly correSed by the knowledge of a 
valuable infeft, the fird artificer of the luxury of 
nations. That rare and elegant luxury was cen« 
fured, m the reign of Tiberius, by the graved of 
the Romans ; and Pliny, in affe£):ed though for** 
cible language, has condemned the third of gain^ 
which explored the lad confines of the earth, for 
the pernicious purpofe of expofing to the public 
eye naked draperies and tranfparent matrons *'. A 
drefs which (hewed the turn of the limbs, and colour 
of the Ikin, might gratify vanity, or provoke 
defire j the filks which had been clofely woven in 
China, were fometimes unravelled by the Phoeni- 
cian women, and the precious materials were mul- 
tiplied by a loofer texture, and the intermixture of 

6* Georgic* ij. iii. Serica quando. venerint in ufam phmiflimc non 
fcio: fufpicor tamen in Julii Csfaris aevo» nam ante non invtnio, fays 
Juftus 'Lipfius (Excurfus I. ad Tacit Anna!, ii. 32.)* See Dion Cafljus 
(l.xiiii« p* 35S. edit. Reimar}^ and Paufanias (l.vi- p* 5T9*}> <^>c ^^^ ^^ 
defcribes, liowever ftrangely, the Seric infe^. 

61 Tain longinquo orbe petitur» ut in publico matrena tranfluceat • •«• 
ct denQdet foeminas veftis (Plin. vi. 20. xi. 21.). Varro and Publius $yntt 
bad already played on the Toga vitrea^ ventiis texilis» and nebula luiea 
(Hoias. Sermon* !• %* ici. with the notes of Torrcnti<is and Dacier). 
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e H A p. linen threads \ Two hundred years after the age 
of Ph'ny, the ufe of pure or even of mixed filks was 
confined to the female fex, till the opulent citizens 
of Rome and the provinces were infenfibly fami- 
liarized with the example of Elagabalus, the firft 
who, by this effeminate habit, had fullied the 
dignity of an emperor and a man. Aurelian com- 
plained, that a pound of filk was fold at Rome 
for twelve ounces of gold : but the fupply in- 
creafed with the demand, and the price diminifhed 
with the fupply. If accident or monopoly fome- 
rimes raifed the value even above the ftandard of 
Aurelian, the manufafturers of Tyre and Berytus 
>vere fometimes compelled, by the operation of the 
fame caufes, to content themfelves with a ninth 
part of that extravagant rate ^\ A law was thought 
neceffary to difcriminate the drefs of comedians 
from that of fenators ; and of the filk exported from 
its native country, the far greater part was con- 
fumed by the fubjefts of Juftinian. They were 
ftill more intimately acquainted with a (hell-fifli qf 
the Mediterranean, furnamed the filk- worm of the 
fea : the fine wool or hair by which the mother- 
of-pearl affixes itfclf to the rock, is now ihanu- 
faftured for curiofity rather than ufe ; and a robe 
obtained from the fame fingnlar materials, was the 

^4 Od the texture, colours, names, and ufe of the filk, half filk, and Inen 
garments of antiquity, fee the profound, difFufc, and ohfcure rcfeaiches of 
the great Salmafius (in Hid. Augud. p. ix% 309, 310. 339 341, 342. 344. 
^8-*-39r. 395. 513. )> who was ignorant of the m©ft common trades of 
2)i}on or Leyden. ' 

6> Flavius VopiftUi in Attrelian. c. 45. in Hid, Augud. p. 444. See 
Silmafius ad Hid. Aug. p. 391. and Plinian. Bxercitat. in Soliniim, p. 694, 
^95. The Anecdotes of Procoplus (c. 25.) date a partial and ia\ptTic€t rate 
•i the pi Ice of filk in the time of Judtnian* 
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gift of the Roman emperor to the fatraps af chap. 
Armenia ^^ v-^i-v— *> 

A valuable merchandize of fmall bulk is ca- J^j^^J^*" 
pable of defraying the expence of land carriage ; china by 
and the caravans traverfed the whole latitude of ftH. ^ 
Afia in two hundred and forty-three days from the 
Chinefe ocean to the fea-coaft of Syria. Silk 
was immediately delivered to the Romans by the 
Perfian merchants ^% who frequented the fairs of 
Armenia and Nifibis : but this trade, which in 
the intervals of truce was opprefTed by avarice and 
jealoufy, was totally interrupted by the- long wars 
of the rival monarchies. The great king might 
proudly number Sogdiana, and even Serica; 
among the provinces of his empire ; but his real 
dominion was bounded by the Oxus, and his 
ufeful intercourfe with the Sogdoites, beyond the 
river, depended on the pleafure of their con- 
querors, the white Huns, and the Turks, who 
fucceffively reigned over that induftrious people. 
Yet the mod favag^ dominion has not extirpated! 
the feeds of agriculture and commerce, in a 
region which is celebrated as one of the four gardens 
of Afia; the cities of Samarcand and Bocbara 
are advantageoufly feated for the exchange of its 
various productions ; and their merchants pur* 

65 Procopius d« Edif. 1. iii< c* i* Thcfe pinnet de mtr are found near 
Smyrna, Sicily, Corfica* and ^flnorca \ and a pair of gloves of their iilk was 
prefetited to Pope Benedict XIV. 

^ Procopius Perfic. 1. i. c 20. 1. iu c. 25. Gothic4 1. iv. c« 17- Mc 
nfaindtr in Excerpt. Le;2;at. p. 107. Of the Parthian or Perfian empire^ 
Ifidcre of Charax (In Scach;nis Parthicis, p. 7, %. in Hudfoiiy Gtosraph. 
Minor, torn, ii) has marked the roads^ and Ammlanui Marceilinus (J4 xxiii* 
c« 6. p«4oo*) has enumerated th« provinces; 
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c-B A P. chaCed from the Ghinefe^^ the raw or manufaQ.ured 
filk which they tranfported into Perfia for the ufc 
of the Roman empire. In the vain capital of 
China, the Sogdian caravans were entertained as 
the fuppliant embaffies of tributary kingdoms, and 
if they returned in fafety, the bold adventure was 
rewarded with exorbitant gain. But the difficult 
and perilous iparch from Samarcand to the firil 
town of Shenfi, could not be performed in lefs 
ihan fixty, eighty, or one hundred days : as foon as 
they had paffed the Jazartes, they entered th^ 
4€fert ; and the wandering hords, unlefs they ar^ 
reftrained by armies and garrifons, have always 
considered the citizen and the traveller as the 
objeds of lawful- rapine. To efcape the Tartar 
robbers, and the tyrants of Perfia, the iilk car^i* 
vans explored a more fouthern road ; they tra«» 
verfed the mountains of Thibet, defcended the 
ftreams of the Ganges or the Indus, and pa* 
tigntly expedted, in the ports of Guzerat and Ma* 
hbar, the annual fleets of. the Weft''^ But the 

^ The Wind admiration 6f the Jefults confounds the different periods 
©t" the Chinefc hiftory. Th.y are more critically diftinguifhed by M. de' 
Guignes (HiA. des Huns, torn. i. parti, in the Tables, part ii. in the 
Ce<^rapby» Memoires de l*AcademJe des Infcriptions, torn, xxxil. xxxvi* 
xlil, xliii.), who diicovers the gradual progrefs of the truth of the annaU 
and^he extent of the monarchy, till the Chriflian sra* He h^ fearchetl^ 
with A curious eye, the connexions of the Chinefe with the nations of the 
Weft : but thcfe coi»neAions are flight, cafual, and obfcutc ; nor did the- 
Romans enteftain a fufpicion that the Seres or Sin« polTeflTed ah empire not 
inferior to their own. 

69 The tfxuds from China to Periia and Hindod^an may be invedigated 
Id the relations of Hackluyt and Thevenot (the ambaffatdori of Sharokh, 
Anthony Jenklnfon, the Pere Greuber, Sec. See likewifc Hanway's Tia- 
vets, voL i« p. 345— -357-)* ^ communication through Thibet has been 
lately explored by the SngUilk fovercigns of 5engai. 

dangers 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE.- jj 

dangers of the defert were found lefs intolerafcle c ji.a p. 
than toil) hunger, and the lofs of time ; the at* 
tempt was feldooi renewed, and the only Euro-i^ 
pean who has paflTed that unfrequented way, afK 
plauds hjs own diligence, that in nine months 
after his departure from Pekin, he reached the 
mouth of tb^ Indus* The ocean, however, was 
€^n to the- free communication of mankind* 
Trom the great river to the tropic of Cancer, the 
provinces of China were fubdued and civilized by 
the emperors of the North ; they were filled about 
the time of the Chrillian asra with cities and men, 
mulberry-trees and their precious inhabitants ; and 
if the Chinefe, with the knowledge of the com* 
paisy had poiTelTed the genius of the Greeks or 
Phoenicians, they might have fpread their difco- 
verie6 over the fbuther^ hemifphere* I am not 
qo^lified to examine, and I am not difpofed to 
believe, their diftant voyages to the Perfian gulf, 
or the Cape of Good Hope : but their anceitors 
might equal the labours and Juccefs of the prefent 
race, and the fpbere of their natation might 
.extend from the ifies of Japan to the ftreights of 
Malacca, the pillars, if we may apply that name, 
pf an Oriental Hercules ^^ Without lofing fight 
of land, they might fail along the coad to the ex« 
treme promontory of Achin, which is annually 
vifited by ten or twelve (hips laden with the pro* 
dtidions, the manufactures, and even the artffi- 

7*'' For the Chinefe navigation to Malacca and' Achin, ]>erhaps to Ceylon, 
lecRcnaudot on the two Mahomcian TraveUerp, p. S — 11,13 — i7.'i4«-- ' 
257.], Daropier (vol.ii. p. I36.)> the Hift Fhllofophique des dtux Inde* 
(comi i. p. 9S.;, and the Hift. Oeocralcs des Voya|(es (torn. vi. p. 201). 

cers^ 
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c It A p. ws, of China ; the ifland of Sumatrji and the 
^^1^, oppofite peninfula, are faintly delineated ** as th6 
regioiis of gold and filver ; atid the trading citiesr 
named in the geography of Ptolemy; may indi* 
cate, that this tirealth was not fblely derived from 
the mines. The dircift interval between Sumatra- 
and Ceylon is about three hundred leagues; the 
Chinefe and Indian navigators werfe condufted by 
the flight of birds and periodical winds, aihd the 
ocean might be fecurely traverfed in f\quare-built 
fhips, which, inftead of iron, were fewed together 
with the ftrong thread of the cocoa-nut. Ceylon^ 
Sercndib, or Taprobana, was divided between twd 
hoftile princes ; one of whom pofleffed the nioun^ 
tains, the elephants, and the luminous catbunclei 
alid the other enjoyed the more folid riches of do^ 
medic iiiduftry, foreign trade^ and the capaciouflt 
harbour of Trinquemale, which received and di& 
miffed the fleets of the Eaft and Wefl:. In this 
hofpitable ifle^ at an equal diflance (as it wasi 
computed) from their refpedlive Countries, th6 
filk merchant of China, who had colle£led in 
their voyages aloes, cloves, llutmeg, and fantal 
wood, maintained a firee and beneficial commerce 
ti^ith the inhabitants of the Perflan gulf; Thd 
fubjefls of the great king exalted, without a rivals 
his power and magnificence} and the Romany 

7* The knowlecl^r^ or rather ignorance^ of Strabo^ Pliny, Ptolemy, Art- 
Haiij Marcian^ &c« of the countries eaftward of Cape Comerin, is finely 11- 
luftrated by d*Anvilie (Antiqutte Geographlque de Tlnde, efpectally p. itii 
«Mi98.)* Onr geography of India is Improved by coohmerce and conqueft ; 
and has been illuftratcd by the excellent niaps and memoirs of majo^ 
Kennel. If he extends the fphtere of his inquiries with the fame critical 
knowledge and fagacity/he will fuccecd, and tAay fufpafs^ tiie firft oC iha* 
dem gcograpberfi. 
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who confounded their vanity by comparing his chap. 
paltry coin with a gold medal of the emperor ^_^^Au^ 
Anaftafius, had failed to Ceylon in an -Slthiopian 
fliip, as a fimple paffenger ^*. 

As filk became of indifpenfable uTe, the em- introduc- 
peror Juftinian faw, with concern, that the Per- wo^msintJ 
fians had occupied by land and fea the monopoly 
of this important fupply, and that the wealth of 
his fubjefts was continually drained by a nation of 
enemies and idolaters. An aftive government 
would have reftored the trade of Egypt and the 
navigation of the Red Sea, which had decayed 
ivith the profperity of the empire ; and the Ro- 
man veffels might have failed, for the purchafe of 
filk, to the ports of Ceylon, of Malacca, or even 
of China. Juftinian embraced a more humble ex- 
pedient, and folicited the aid of his Chriftian allies, 
the ^Ethiopians of Abyflinia, who had recently 
acquired the arts of navigation, the fpirit of trade, 
and the fea-port of Adulis ", ftill decorated with 
the trophies of a Grecian conqueror. Along the 
African coaft, they penetrated to the equator in 
fearch of gold, emeralds,' and aromatics ; but they 
wifely declined an unequal competition, in which 

7» The Taprobane c4 Pliny (vi. 24.) > Solinus (c 53), and Salmaf. Pli- 
msmzi Exercicat. (p. 781, 7Si.)» *»«^ ^^^ ^^ ^^* ancients, who often con- 
found the iflands of Ceylon and Sumatra, is more clearly defcribcd by Cof- 
mas Indicopleufles ; yet even tlic Chriftian topographer has exaegeraced its 
dimenfions. His information on the Indian and Chinefe trade Is rare and 
curious \1. ii. p. 138. 1. xi. p. 337, 338. edit. Montfaucon). 

75 See Procopius, Perfic. (1. ii. .c. 20.). Cofmis affords fome interefting 
knowledge of the port and infcription of Adulis (Topograph. Chrift. 1. ii. 
p. 138. J40— 1430> and of the trade of the Axumitcs along the African 
coajftof Barbaria or Zingi (p* 138, 23909 and as far as Taprobane (l.xi. 

P-339)- 
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they muft be always prevented by the. vicinity of 
the Perfians to the markets of India; and the 
emperor fubmitted to the difappointment, till .his 
ivifiies were gratified by an unexpedted event. 
The gofpel had been preached to the Indians : a 
bifliop already governed the Chriftians of St* 
Thomas on the pepper-coad of Malabar; a 
church was planjted in Ceylon, and the mifiionaries 
purfued the footfteps of commerce to the extre- 
mities of Afia^^ Two Perfian monks had long 
refided in China, perhaps in the royal city of 
Nankin, the feat of a monarch addid:ed to foreign 
fuperftitions, and who adually received an env 
baffy firom the ifle of Ceylon. Amidft their 
pious occupations, they viewed with a curious 
eye the commoi> drefs of the Chinefe, the ma^- 
nufaftures of filk, and the myriads of filk-worms, 
whofe education (either on trees or in houfes) 
had once been confidered as the labour of queens''. 
They foon difcovered that it was impradiicable to 
traniport the fhort-lived infeft, but that in the 
eggs a numerous progeny might be preferved and 
multiplied in a diftafit cKmate. Religion or in- 
tereft had more power over the Perfian monks 
than^ the love of their country : after a long jour- 
ney, they arrived at Conftantinople, imparted 
their projeft to the emperor, and were liberally 

74 See the Chriftian miffions in India, in Cofmas(Liji. p. 178, X79, 
l.xi. p. 3370> and confult Affcman. Bibltot. Orient, (torn. iv. p. 413^ 

75 The invention, manufaSure, and general ufe of fiik in China, may b» 
fccn in DuhaWe (Defcription Gcneiale dc la Chine, torn. ii. p. 165. Z05-— 
S33 ). The province of Chebian h the inoft renowned both for quantity 
and quality* 

encouraged 
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encouraged by the gifts and promifcs of Juftmian. c ha p. 
To the hiftorians of that prince, a campaign at 
the foot of mount Caucafus has feemed more de« 
ferving of a minute relation, than the labours of 
ihefo miffionaries of commerce, who again en« 
tered China, deceived a jealous people by con* 
cealing the eggs of the (ilk- worm in a hollow 
cane, and returned in triumph with the fpoils of 
the Eaft. Under their dire^bn, the eggs were 
hatched at-the proper feafon by the artificial heat 
of dung; the worms were fed with mulberry 
leaves; they lived and laboured' in a foreign cli* 
mate ; a fufficient number of butterflies was faved 
to propagate the race, and trees were planted to 
fupply the nourifiiment of the rifing generations. 
Experience and refleftion correfted the errors of 
a new attempt, and the Sogdoite ambafladors ac* 
knowledged, in the fucceeding reign, that the 
Romans were not inferior to the natives of China 
in the education of the infeds, and the manu- 
feftures of filk ^% in which both China and Con- 
fiantinople have been furpaffed by the induftry of 
modern Europe. I am not infenfible of the be- 
nefits of elegant luxury ; yet I refleft with fome 
pain, that if the importers of filk had introduced 
the art of printing, already praftifed by the Chi- 
nefe, the comedies of Menander and the entire 

7* Procopius, 1. viii. Gothic, iv. c. 17. Theophanes, Byzant. apud 
Phot. Cod. Ixxxiv. p. 3S. Zonara>> torn. ii. 1. xiv. p 69. Pagi (torn- ii. 
p. 6o2.) affighs to the year 552 thil?>''memorabie importation Menander 
(in Excerpt. Legat. p. 107.) mentions the admiration of the Sogdoites; and 
Theophyh^ Simocatta (1. vii. c. 9.) darkly rcprefcnts the two rival fcinj- 
doms in (Cbina) the country of filk. 

H 2 decacj^ 
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c H A P. decads of Livy would have been perpetuated, in 
the editions of the fixth century. A larger view 
of the globe might at leaft have promoted the 
improvement of fpeculative fcience, but the Chrift- 
ian geography was forcibly extraOied from. texts 
of feripture, and the ftudy of nature was the 
fureft fymptora of an unbelieving mind. The or- 
thodox faith Confined the habitable world to one 
temperate zone, and reprefented the earth as an 
oblong fuiface, four hundred days journey in 
length, two hundred in breadth, encompaffed by 
the ocean, and covered by the folid cryftal c^f the^ 
iSrmament ". 

State of the IV. The fubjefts of Juftinian were diffatisfied 
with the times, and with the government. Eu- 
rope was over-run by the Barbarians, and Afia 
by the monks : the poverty of the Weft dif- 
couraged the trade and manufadures of the Eaft ; 
the produce of labour was confum^d by the un- 
profitable fervants of the church, the ftate, and 
the army ; and a rapid d^creafe was felt in the 
fixed and circulating capitals which conftitute the 
national wealth. The public diftrefs had been at- 

77 Gofm«$y furnamed Indicopleuftes, or the Indian navigator> performed 
his voyage about the year 522, and compofed at Alexandria, between 533 
and 547, Chriftian Topography (Montfaucon, Fraefat. c. i.)> in which he 
cdutes the impious opinion, that the earth is a glob^ ; and Phoiias had rMd 
this wofk (Cod. xxxvi. p. 9, 10.), which difplays the prejudices of a monk, 
with the knowledge of a merchant; the mod valuable part has been given 
in French, and in Greek by Mclchifedec Thevenot (Relations Curieufes* 
part i.}, and the whok- is filoce pu^^ed in a fplendid edition by the Per* 
Monfaucon (Nova CoUedio Patrum, Paris, 1707, 2.V9IS. in fol. torn. i{. 
p. 113 — 346.). But the editor, a theologian, might biufli at not difcovev- 
Ing the Neftorian herefy of Cofrnas^ which has been detected by la Crozd 
(^ hrjftianifn-.e dts hidrs, tom.i. p. 40—56.). • 

leviated • 
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leviated by the oeconomy of Anaftafius, and that c h a p; 
prudent emperor accumulated an immenfe treafure^ 
while he delivered his people from the moft 
odious or oppreflive taxes* Their gratitude uni- 
verfally applauded the abolition of the gold of 
affliSlion^ a perfonal tribute on the induftry of the 
poor '', but more intolerable^ as it fliould feem^ 
in the form than in the fubftance, fmce the flou- 
riflhing city of Edefla paid only one hundred and 
forty pounds of gold, which was collefted in four 
years from ten thoufand artificers '^ Yet fuch 
was the parfimony which fupported this liberal dif- 
pofition, thatj in a reign of twenty-feven years, 
Anaftafius faved, from bis annual revenue, the 
enormous fum of thirteen millions fterling, or 
three hundred and twenty thoufand pounds of 
gold^^. His example was negJeded^ and his 
treafure was abufed, by the nephew of Juftin. 
The riches of Juftinian were fpeedily exhaufted by 
alms and buildinga, by ambitious wars,* and ig* 
nominious treaties. His revenues were found ia- 

78 Evagrlus (1. iii. c. 39, 40.) is minute and grateful, but angry with 
2k>(imus for calumniating the great ConAantine. In coliefting all the bonds 
and records of the tax, tlie humanity of AnadaHus was diligent and artful j 
fliers were fometimes compelled to proAitute their daughters (Zofim. 
I^ift. 1. iL c. 3S. p. 165, 166. Lipfiae, 1784). Timotheus of Gaza chofe 
fuch an event for the.fubjedt of a tragedy (Suidas, torn. iii. p. 475-)> which, 
contributed to the abolition of the tax (Cedrenus, p. 35.),— an happy in- 
ibince (if it be true) of the ufe of thctheatre. 

•79 See Jofua Stylites, in the Bibliutheca Orientalis of Afleman (torn, u 
p. a68.]. This capitation tax is Aightly mentioned in. the Chronicle of 
Edeffa. 

80 Procopius (Anecdot. c. 19.) fixes this fum from the report of the 
treafurers thcmfelves. Tiberius had 'vkUi tcr milici\ but far different w^ 
his empire from that of AnaAaHus. 

H 3 .adequate 
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CHAP, adequate to his expences. Every ait was tried to 
i_,-^^,^ extort from the people the gold and filver which 
Avarice and j^^ fcattcrcd with a lavifh hand frorti Pferlia t6 
juftiman. France *" ; his reign was marked by the vicifli- 
tudes, or rather by the combat, of rapacioufneft 
and avarice, of fplendour and poverty ; he lived 
with\the reputation of hidden treafures *% and be- 
queathed to his fucceffpr the payment of his 
debts •^ Such a character has been juftly ac- 
cufed by the voice of the people and of pofterity : 
but public difcontent it credulous ; private malice 
is bold; and a lover of truth will *peruf<^ with a 
fufpicious eye the inftruftive anecdotes of Pro- 
iropius. The fecret hiftorian reprefents only the 
vices of Juftinian, and thofe vices are darkened 
by his malevolent pencil. Ambiguous aftions are 
imputed to the worft motives : error is confounded 
with guilt, accident with defign, and laws with 
^bufes : the partial injuftice of a moment is dex- 
troufly applied as the general maxim of a reign of 
thirty-two years : the emperor alone is made re- 
fponfible for the faults of his officers, the diforders 
of the times, and the corruption of his fubjedls ; 

9$ £vagriu6 (I, iv. c. 30.), in the next generation, was moderate and weiU 
informed; and Zonaras (1. xiv. c. 6i0> in the xiitii, century, had read with 
care, and thought withoyt prejudice : yet their colours are almofl as black as 
thofe of thev Anecdotes. 

9* Procopjus (Anecdot. c. 30.) relates the idle conjectures of the times* 
The dtaih of Juftinian> fays the fecret hiflorian, wiU expofe his wealth or 
poverty. 

<) See Corippus de Laudibus Juflini Aug, I. il. 26o> &c. 384, &c« 
** Plurima funt vivo nimium negied^ parentis 
•* Unde tot exhauftus contra/ic dcbita fifcus.*' 
O^ntensiries of gold were brought by Arong arms into the hippodromes 
<< Pebita genitoris perfolvit| caut^ rccepic.** 

and 
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and even the calamities of nature, plagues, earth- chap. 
quakes, and inundations, are imputed to the prince s.,^,.1-^ 
of the daemons, who had mifchidvoufly aflumed the 
form of Juftinian '*. 

After this precaution, I ihall briefly relate the 
anecdotes of avarice and rapine, under the fol- 
lowing heads : L Juftinian was fo profufe that he 
could not be liberal. The civil and military ofEr f^'*",^"' 
cars, when they were admitted into the fervice of 
the palace, obtained an humble rank and a mo- 
derate ftipend ; they afcended by fenioriry to a 
ftation of affluence and repofe; the annual pen* 
iions, of which the mod honourable clafs was 
aboliflied by Juftinian, amounted to four hun- 
dred thoufand pounds; and this domeftic oeco- 
nomy was deplored by the venal or indigent cour- 
tiers as the laft outrage on the majefty of the 
empire. The pofts, the falarics of phyficians, 
and the nofturnal illuminations, were objeds of 
more general concern ; and the cities might juftly 
complain, that he ufurped the municipal revenues 
which had been appropriated to thefe ufeful infti- 
tutions. Even the foldiers were injured ; and fuch 
was the decay of military fpirit, that they were 
injured with impunity. The emperor refufed, at 
the return of each fifth year, the cuftomary dona- 
tive of five pieces of gold, reduced bis veterans to 
beg their bread, and fuflPered unpaid armies to 
melt • away in the wars of Italy and Perfia. 
II. The humanity of his predeceflfors had always Remit- 

tanocs. 

•4 The Anecdotes [c. ii— 14. iS. »o— 30.) fupply many fa^s and more 
complaints. 

H4 remitted. 
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c H^ A p, remitted, in fome aufpicious circumftance of their 
reigiij the arrears of the public tribute ; and they 
dextroufly affumed the merit of refigning thofe 
claims which it ^was imprafticablc to enforce, 
Juftinian, in the fpace of thirty-two years, has 
never granted a fimilar indulgence; and many 
of his fubjefts have renounced the pofTeffion of 
*' thofe lands whofe value is infuflicient to fatisfy 
the demands of the treafury. To the cities 
which had fufFejed by hoftile inroads, Anaftafius 
promifed a general exemption of feven years : 
the provinces of Juftinian have been ravaged by 
** the Perfians and Arabs, the Huns and Scla- 
*' vonians ; but his vain and ridiculous difpenfa- 
•' tion of a fmgle year has been confined to thofe 
** places which were aftually taken by the enemy.** 
Such is the language of the fecret hiftorian, who 
exprefsly denies that any indulgence was granted 
to Paleftine after the revolt of the Samaritans ; a 
falfe and odious charge, confuted by the authentic 
record, which attefts a relief of thirteen cente- 
naries of Gold (fifty-two thoufand pounds) ob- 
tained for that defolate province by the inter- 
ceflion of St. Sabas^\ III. Procopius has not 
condefcended to explain the fyftem of taxation, 
which fell like a hail-ftorm upon the land, like a 
devouring peftilence on its inhabitants; but we 
Ihould become the accomplices of his malignity, 
if we imputed to Juftinian alone the ancient though. 

^5 One to Scythopolis, capital of the fecond Paleftine, and twelve for the 
reft of the province. Ateman. (p. 59.) honeftly produces this faft from'a 
MS. life of St. Sabas, by his difciple Cyril, in the Vatican library, and fincc 
publiihcd by Cotelnius* 

rigorous 
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rigorous principle, that a whole diftrift ihould be ^ •* * '• 
condemned to fullain the partial Ipfs of the per* 
fons . or property of individuals. The Anona^ or Taxes, 
fupply of corn for the ufe of the army and capital, 
was a grievous and arbitrary exaftion, which ex- 
ceeded, perhaps in a tenfold proportion, the abi* 
lity of the farmer ; and his diftrefs was aggravated 
by the partial injuftice of weights and meafures, 
and the expence and labour of diftant carriage. 
In a lime of fcarcity, an extraordinary requifition. 
was made to the adjacent provinces of Thrace, 
Bithynia, and Phrygia : but the proprietors, after 
a wearifome journey and a perilous navigation, 
received fo inadequate a compenfation, that they 
would have chofen the alternative of delivering 
both the corn and price at the doors of their gra- 
naries. Thefe precautions might indicate a tender 
folicitude for the welfare of the capital ; yet Con- 
ftantinople did not efcape the rapacious defpotifm 
of Juftinian. Till his reign, the ftreights of the 
Bofphorus and Hellefpont were open to the free- 
dom of trade, and nothing was prohibited except 
the exportation of arms for the fervice of the Bar- 
barians. At each of thefe gates of the city, a 
praetor was ftationed, the minifter of Imperial 
avarice ; heavy cuftoms were impofed on the vef- 
fels and their merchandize ; the oppreffion was 
retaliated on the helplefs confumer :. the poor were 
afflidted by the artificial fcarcity, and exorbitant 
price of the market ; and a people, accuftomed 
to depend on the liberality of their prince, might 
fometiines complain of the deficiency of water and 

bread. 
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CHAP, ijfead •*. The aerial tribute, without a name, a 
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x^^-^/^ law, or a definite objed, was an annual gift of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds, which 
the emperor accepted from his Praetorian praefeflt ; 
and the means of payment were abandoned to the 
MoBopo- difcretion of that powerful magiftrate. IV. Even 
fuch a tax was lefs intolerable than the privilege 
of monopolies, which checked the fair competi- 
tion of induftry, and for the fake of a fmall and 
diflioneft gain, impofed an arbitrary burthen on 
• the wants and luxury of the fubjeft. " As foon 
*' (I tranfcribe tfie anecdotes) as the exclufive 
*' fale of filk was ufurped by the Imperial trea- 
furer, a whole people, the manufacturers of 
Tyre and Berytus, was reduced to extreme 
mifery, and either periflied with hunger, or 
** fled to the hoftile dominions of' Perfia." A 
province might fuffer by the decay of its manu- 
fadures, but in this example of fiik, Procopius 
has partially overlooked the ineftimable and lafting 
benefit which the empire received from the curio- 
iky of Juftinian. His addition of one-feventb 
to the ordinary price of copper-money may be 
interpreted with the fame candour ; and the 
alteration, which might be wife, appears to have 
been innocent ; fmce he neither allayed the 
purity, nor enhanced the value, of the gold coin \ 

the 

96 John Malala (torn. il. p. i^i.) mentions the want of brrad, and 

Zenaras (1. xiv. p. 63.} the leaden pipes, which Juftinian, or his fervanu, 
iitAe from the aquedut^is. 

*7 Foranaurttts, one fixth of an ounce of gold, inftead of ito» he gave 
|ELO more than iSo folks, or ounces> of copper. A difproportion of the mint, 

below 
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the l^al meafure of public and private pay- chap. 
ments. V. The ample jurifdi(^ion required by v,-*-s/-w 
the farmers of the revenue to accomplifli their "^^n*^!- 
engagements, might be placed in an odious light, 
as if they had purchafed from the emperor the 
lives and fortunes of their fellow-citizens. And a 
more direfl: fale of honours and offices was tranf- 
afted in the palace, with the permiffion, or at 
leaft with the connivance, of Juftinian and Theo- 
dora. The claims of merit, even thofe of favour, 
were difregarded, and it was almoft reafonable 
to expeft, that the bold adventurer, who had 
undertaken the trade of a magiftrate, (hould find 
a rich compeilfation for infamy, labour, danger, 
the debts which he had contrafted, and the 
heavy intereft which he paid. A fenfe of the 
difgrace and mifchief of this venal praftice, at 
length awakened the flumbering virtue of Juf- 
tinian ; and he attempted, by the fanftion of 
oaths •' and penalties, to guard the integrity of 
his government : but at the end of a year of per- 
jury, his rigorous edi£t was fufpended, and 
corruption licentioufly abufed her triumph over 
the impotence of the laws. VL The teftament Tcfti- 
of Eulalius, count of the domeftics, declared the "* 
emperor his fole heir, on condition, however^ 

below the market price, muft have foon produced a fcafcky of fmaH money. 
In Engiandy twelve pence in copper would fell for no niore thany^v^/r perc: 
(Smith's Inquiry into the Wealth of Nations, vol. i. p. 49.) ♦ For Juftiman*« 
gold coin, fee Evagrius (I. Iv. c. 30.). 

•• The oath is conceived in the mod formidable words (Novell, viii. 
lit. 3.)« The defaulters fmprecate on themfelves, quicquid habcnt telorum 
armamentaria coftii : the part of Judas, the leprofy of Ciezi, the tremor of 
Caln^^c* befides all temporal painst 

that 
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that he ihould difcharge his debts and legaciesi, 
allow to his three daughters a decent maintenance, 
and bellow cagh of them in marriage, with a por- 
tion of ten pounds' of gold. But the fplendid 
fortune of Eulalius had been confumed by fire ; 
and che inventory of his goods did not exceed the 
trifling fum of five hundred and fixty-four pieces 
of gold. A fimilar inftance, in Grecian hiftory, 
admoniflied the emperor of the honourable part 
prefcribed for his imitation. He checked the 
felfifli murmurs of the treafury, applauded the C9n- 
fidence of his friend, difcharged the legacies and 
debts, educated the three virgins under the eye 
of the emprefs Theodora, and doubled the mar- 
riage portion which had fatisfied the tendernefe 
of their father *^« The humanity of a prince (for 
princes cannot be generous) is entitled to fome 
praife ; yet even in this aft of virtue we may dif- 
4Cover the inveterate euftom of fupplanting the 
legal or natural heirs, which Procopius imputes to 
the reign of Juftinian. His charge is fupported 
by eminent names and fcandalous examples ; nei- 
ther widows nor orphans werie fpared ; and the 
art of foliciting or extorting or fuppofing tefta- 
ments, was beneficially praftifed by the agents of 
the palace. This bafe and mifchievous tyranny 
invades the fecurity of private life ; and the mo- 
narch who has indulged an appetite fpr gain will 
foon be tempted to anticipate the moment of fuc- 

^9 A firailar or more generous a£t of frlendfliip is related by Luclsii of 
£udamidas of Corinth (in Toxare, c. »i, 23. torn. ii. p. 530.)) and the 
:ftor.y has produced an ingenious, though feeble, comedy of Fontcnelle. 

14 ceifion^ 
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ceffioh, to interpret wealth as an evidence of guilt, chap. 
and to proceed, from the claim of inheritance, to ■_,-,Au' 
the power of confifcatlon, VII. Among the forms 
of rapine, a philofopher may be permitted to name 
the converfion of Pagan or heretical riches to the 
ufe of the faithful ; but in the time of Juftinian, 
this holy plunder was condetnned by the feftaries 
alone, who became the viftims of his orthodox 
avarice '^^ 

Diflionour might be ultimately refledled on the Theminif. 
charafter of Juftinian; but much of the guilt, juftinian. 
and ftili more of the profit, was intercepted by 
the miniftcrs, who were feldom promoted for 
their virtues, and not always felefted for their 
talents ^\ The merits of Tribonian the quaeftor 
will hereafter be weighed in the reformation of 
the Roman law ; but the oeconomy of the Eaft 
was fubordihate to the Prsetorian prsefeft, and 
Procopius has juftified his anecdotes by the 
portrait which he expofes in his public hiflory, 
of the notorious vices of John of Cappadocia ^\ >hn of 
His knowledge was not borrowed from the ^^.^^ "^'^ 
fchools^% and his ftyle was fcarcely legible j but 

9<) John Malalaj tom*]i. p* loi, loz, 103. 

9< One of tiiefe, Anatoli us> perifhed in an earthquake-^oubtlefs a jude;- 
ment ! The complaints and clamoQrs of the people 'in Agathiars (1. v. 
p' 146, 147* ) are almoft an echo of the anecdote. The alien.i pecunia red- 
denda of Corippus (I. li. 381, &c.) is not very honourable to Juftmian^s 
memory. 

9* See the hlftor)^ and charaftcr of John of Cappadocia in Procopius 
(PerHc. U i. c* 24, 25. 1. ii. c. 30. VandaL i. i. c* 13. , Anecdot. c. 2. 
17. 22.}. The agreement of the hiftory and anecdotes is a mortal \vound to 
the reputation of the pra!fe€^. 

9J Ov yap olX>jo tihv t? y^ajixjLtatTirs^? (fotrw? tfzcc^ev on ^tj y^xiJi.y.aT»^ 
xau Towrck xixk» KotKvg y^ct^ocimm^ forcible expreffion. 

he 
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he excelled in the powers of native genius, to 
fuggeft the wifefl; counfels, and to find expediait$ 
in the mod defperate fituations* The corruption 
of his heart was equal to the vigour of his under- 
ftanding. Although he was fufpefled of magic 
and Pagan fuperftition, he appeared infenfible to 
the fear of God or the reproaches of man ; and 
bis afpiring fortune was raifed on the death of 
thoufands, the poverty of millions, the ruin of 
cities, and the defolation of provinces. From the 
dawn of light to the moment of dinner, he afli- 
duouily laboured to enrich his mafter and him« 
felf at the expence of the Roman world ; the 
remainder of the day was fpent in fenfual and 
obfcene pleafures, and the filent hours of the night 
were interrupted by the perpetual dread of the 
juftice of an afiaflin. His abilities, perhaps his 
vices, recommended him to the lafting friend- 
ftip of Jufliinian : the emperor yielded with reluc- 
tance to the fury of the people ; his viftory was 
difplayed by the immediate reftoration of their 
enemy ; and they felt above ten years, under his 
oppreffive adminiftration, that he was ftimulated 
by revenge, rather than inftrufted by misfortune. 
Their murmurs ferved only to fortify the refo-. 
lution of . Juftinian ; but the prasfeft, in the 
infolence of favour, provoked the refentment 6f 
Theodora, difdained a power before which every 
knee was bent, aiid attempted to fow the feed» 
of difcord between the emperor and his beloved 
confort. Even Theodora herfelf was conftrained 
to diffemble, to wait a favourable moment, and by 
an artful confpiracy to render John of Cappadocia 

the 
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the accomplice of his own deftruftion. At a c ha p. 
time when Be^ifarius, unlefs he had been a hero, 
muft have (hevim himfelf a rebel, his wife Anto- 
nina, who enjoyed the fecret confidence of the 
emprefs, communicated his feigned difcontent to 
Euphemia, the daughter of the prasfefl ; the cre- 
dulous virgin imparted to her father the dan« 
gerous project, and John, who might have known 
the value of oaths and promifes, was tempted to 
accept a nodurnal, and almoft treafonable, inter* 
view with the wife of Belifarius. An ambufcade 
of guards and eunuchs had been pofted by the 
command of Theodora ; they ruflied with drawn 
fwords to feize or to punifh the guilty minifter : 
he was faved by the fidelity of his attendants ; but 
inftead of. appealing to a gracious foveteign, who 
had privately warned him of his danger, he pufil- 
lanimoufly fled to the fanftuary of the church. 
The favourite of Juftinian was facrificed to conju- 
gal tendemefs or domeftic tranquillity; the con- 
verfion of a praefedt into a prieft extinguilhed his 
ambitious hopes; but the friendfliip of the em- 
peror alleviated his difgrace, and he retained in 
the mild exile of Cyzicus an ample portion of 
his riches. Such imperfeft revenge could not 
fatisfy the unrelenting hatred of Theodora ; the 
murder of his old enemy, the bilhop of Cyzicus, 
afforded a decent pretence; and John of Cap- 
padocia, whofe aftions had defer ved a thoufand 
deaths, was at laft condemned for a crime of 
which he was innocent. A great minifter, who 
had been invefted with the honours of conful and 
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patrician, was ignominioufly fcourgcd like the 
vileft of malefaftors ; a tattered cloak was the foJe 
remnant of his fortunes ; he was tranfported in 
a bark to the place of his banifliment at An- 
tinopolis in Upper Egypt, and the praefeft of the 
Eaft begged his bread through the cities which 
had trembled at his name. During an exile of 
feven years, his life was protracted and threatened 
by the ingenious cruelty of Theodora ; and when 
her death permitted the emperor to recal a fer- 
vant whom he had abandoned with regret, the 
ambition of John of Cappadocia was reduced to 
the humble duties of the facerdotal profeffion. 
His fucceflbrs convinced the fubjefts of Jufti- 
nian, that the arts of oppreffion might ftill be 
improved by experience and induftry ; the frauds 
of a Syrian banker were introduced into the admi- 
niftrarion of the finances; and the example of 
the prsefeQ; was diligently copied by the quasftor, 
the public and private treafurer, the governors 
of provinces, and the principal magiftrates of the 
Eaftern empire ^\ 
iTis edifices V. The edifices of Juftinian were cemented 
tccis. with the blood and treafure of his people ; but 

thofe ftately ftruftures appeared to announce the 
profpei"ity of the empire, and aftually difplayed 
the Ikill'of their architefts. Both the theory and 

94 The chronology of Procopius is loofe and obfcurc ; but with the aid 
of Pagi I can difccrn that John was appointed Prsetorian praefcft of the 
F.aft in theycar 530 ; that he was removed in January 532 — reftored before 
June 533— baniflicd in 541 — ^and recalled between June 548 and April i, 
549. Aleman. (p. 96, 97.) glve5 the lift of his ten fucceflbrs — a rapid ferics 
in a part of a fmgle reign. 

pradice 
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praftice of the arts which depend on mafhema- chap. 
fical fcience and mechanical power were cultivated 
under the patronage of the emperors ; the fame 
of Archimedes was rivalled by Proclus and An^ 
themius ; and if their miracles had been related by 
ihtelligent fpeftators, they might now enlarge the 
fpeculations, inftead of exciting the diftruft, of 
]!>hilofophers. A tradition has prevailed, that the 
Roman fieet was reduced to afhes in the port of 
Syracufe by the burning-glaffes of Archinjcdes ''j 
and It is aflerted, that a fimilar expedient was em<> 
ployed by Proclus to deftroy the Gothic veflels in 
the harbour of Conftantinople^ and to proted his 
benefactor .Anaftafius againll the bold enterprife of 
Vitalian ***. A machine was fixed on the walls of 
the city,^ confifting of an hexagon mirror of po- 
liflied brafs, with many fmaller and moveable poly- 
gons to receive and reflefl the rays of the meridian 
fun ; and a confuming flame was darted, to the dif- 
tance, perhaps, of two hundred feet •\ The truth of 

95 This conflagration is hinted by Luciaa (in Hippia, c. %.) and Gakn 
f}, iiu de teipperamentisy torn. i. p. 8x. edit. Bafil) ia the f(;cond century.^ 
A tkoufand years afterwards, it is pofitively af&rmed by 2U)nara8 (1 ix« 
p. 424.) on the £iith of Dion CafTiusy by Tzetzes (Chiliad ii. 11^, &c,)t 
Euftachius (ad Iliad. £. p. 338,)^ and the fcholiaft of Lucian. See Fabriciu& 
(Bibiiot. Gr«c. 1. ill. c« 22. tocn. ii. p. 551* S$i'h ^ whom I am more or 
lefs indebted for fcveral of thefe quotations. 

96 Zonaras (1. xiv. p. 55 ) affirms the fa^, without quoting any evi-^ 
#mce. 

, 97 Tzetzes defcribes the artifice of thefe burning-gUflTcs, which he had 
read, perhaps with no learned eyes, in a mathematical treatife of Anthe- 
mltts. That treatifc, Tcf* voc^ai^^m ^•nxp^iAryMfTOfYf has been lately pub« 
Uhied, tranilated, and illuilrated, by M* Dupuy&, a fcholar and -a mathe« 
natician (Memoires de TAcademie des InfcrlptionSi ttm. xlli. p* 3911-*" 

^ Vol,. VII. I ' thefe 
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tibefe two extraordinary fafis is invalidated by th< 
iilence of the moft authentic hil^orians ; and the' 
ufe of burning-glafles was never adopted in the 
attack or defdice of places '^ Yet the admirable 
experiments of a French philofopher '^ have de« 
fnonftrated the poflibility of fiich a mirror ; and, 
fiiice it is pof&ble, I am more difpofed to attribute 
the art to the greateft mathematicians of antiquity, 
than to give the merit of the fidion to the idle 
fancy of a monk or a fophifl. According to «ani 
other ftory, Proclus applied fulphur to the de*- 
ftruOion of the Gothic fleet **'' ; in a modern ima-. 
gination^ the name of fulphur is inftantly connected 
with the fafpicion of gun-powder, and that fufpi- 
cion is propagated by the fecret arts of his difciple 
Anthemius '^\ A citizen of Tralles in Afia had 
five fons, who were all diftinguifhed in their re* 
fpe£Uve profeiliohs by merit and fuccefs. Olym- 
l^us excelled in the knowledge and pradice of the 
K.oman jurifptudence. Diofcorus and Alexander 
became learned phyficiani; but the ikill of the 

9* In the iiege o£ SyracuTe, by^ tbe filence of PoIybia8> Plutarch, llvy ;. 
lit the flege of Conftantifiople, by thiC of MarcetUnus and all the conteni. 
porarici of the vkh century. 

$9 Without any previoot knowledge of Tzetzes or Anthemius, the im- 
mortal Bttffbn imagined and executed a fee of buming-glafTe^, with which 
>.e could inflame planks at the diilaiice of loo feet (Supplement a THift^ 
NaturcUe, torn. i. p. 399— *4«3* quarto edition). What mh-acles would 
•ot his genius have performed for the public fervlce, with royal expence, 
and Im the ftraog ftin of ConllaiitiDople or Syracufe > 

>eo John Malila (torn. ii« p*ift(>«i>»4.) relates the fad: btiC hcfeems 
to confound'tbe^'^ames or perfons of Praclus and Marinus. ' 

!•> Agath!a«t 1. V. p. 149^15*. The merit of Anthemltfs as aft arthi* 
tea Is loodl^p pcatied by PfOcopiui (dc Edif. I i, c. i.) and Paolus Sikn<« 
riarius (parci. X34tAxO« 

6 former 
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Ibnner was cxcrcifcd for the benefit of his fellow- chap. 
citizens, while his more ambitious brother acquired ^^ 
wealth and reputation at Rome. The fame of 
Metrodorus the grammarian, and of Anthemiua 
the mathematician and archited, reached the ears 
of the emperor Juftinian, who invited them to Con- 
ilantinople ; and while the one inftruded the riiing 
generation in the fchools of eloquence, the other 
filled the capital and provinces with more lading 
monuments of his art. In a trifling difpute re- 
lative to the walls or windows of their contiguous 
houfes, he had been vanquiihed by the eloquence 
of his neighbour Zeno ; but the orator was de-> 
feated in his turn by the mafter of mechanics^ 
whofe malicious, though harmlefs, ftratagems are 
d^kly reprefented by the ignorance of Agathias. 
In a lower room, Anthemius arranged feveral 
veflels or cauldrons of water, each of them covered, 
by the wide bottom of a leathern tube, which rofe 
to a narrow top, and was artificially conveyed 
among the joifts and rafters of the adjacent build'* 
ing. A fire was kindled beneath the cauldron ; 
the fleam of the boiling water afcended through 
the tubes } the houfe was fhaken by the efforts 
of imprifoned air, and its trembling inhabitants 
might wonder that the city was unconfcious of 
the earthquake which they had felt. At an- 
other time, the friends of Zeno, as they fat at 
table, were dazzled by the intolerable light which 
flalhed in their eyes frbm the refleding.mirrors of 
Anthemius : they were aftoniihed by the noife 
which he produced from a coUifion of certain mi- 
nute Sknd fonorous particles ; and the orator de* 

I X cfared 
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CHAP, clared in tf ^ic ftyle to the fienate, that a mere 

a^ l ^ mortal muft yield to the power of an antagonift, 

who fhook the earth with the trident of Neptune^ 

and imitated the thunder and lightning of |ove 

* himfelf. The genius of Anthemius and his col* 

league Ifidore the Milefian, was Cisccited and em* 

ployed by a prince, whofe tafte for architedtire had 

degenerated into a mifchievous and coftly paffion. 

Hid favourite architects fubmitted their defigns and 

difficulties to Juftinian, and difcreetly confefled how 

much their laborious meditations were furpaffed by 

the intuitive knowledge or cekftial infpiration of 

an emperor, whofe views were always directed tm 

the benefit of his people, the glory of his reign, 

and the falvation of his foul *^\ 

Foundation The principal church, which was dedicated bj 

church of ^^^ founder of Conftantinople to Saint Sophia, or 

St. Sophia. ij^Q eternal wifdora, had been twice deftroyed by 

fire ; aftei; the exile of John Chryfoftom, aAd 

during the Nika of the blue and green fadions. 

No fooner did the tumult fubfide, than the Chrift- 

ian populace deplored their facriiegious raflmefii ; 

but they might have rejoiced in the calamity, had 

they forefeen the glory of the new temple, which 

at the end of forty days was ftrenuoufly undertaken 

by the piety of Jufliniari "**. The ruins were 

cleared 

tot See Procoplus (de Sdlficai*, 1. i. c. i« 2. I. !!• c. 3.% He reJatei • 
coincidence of dreams which fuppofcs fome fraud in Juflinian or his archl- 
te£^. ' They both iaw, in a vifion, the fame plan for flopping an inundatibit 
at^Dara* A ftone quarty near Jerufalem was revealed to the enperol 
(1. V. c. 60 : an angei was tricked into the perpetual cuftody of St. Sophiil 

(Anonym, de Antlq. C. P. Liv. p. 70.)* 

1^ Among the crbwd . of ancients aad modems who haw Mdebratftdl 
the td/Acc of St. Sophia, I ihail diftinsuiOi and follow, i. Four 

original 
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cleared away, a more fpacious plan was defcribed, chap. 
and as it required the confent of fome proprietors v«.^...w 
•f ground, they obtained the mod exorbitant terms 
from the eager defires and timorous confcience 
of the monarch. Anthemius formed the defign, 
and his genius directed the hands of -ten thoufand 
workmen, whofe payment in pieces of fine filver 
was never delayed beyond the evening. The em- 
peror himfelf, clad in a linen tunic, furveyed 
each day their rapid progrefs, and encouraged 
their diligence by his familiarity, his zeal, and his 
rewards. The new cathedral of St. Sophia was 
confecrated by the patriarch, five years, eleven 
months, and ten days from the firft foundation ; 
and in the midft of the fblemn feftival, Juftinian 
exclaimed with devout vanity, " Glory be to God, 
" who hath thought me worthy to accomplilh fo 
" great a work ; I have vanquilhed thee, O Solo- 
^ m6n*°*l" But the pride of the Roman Solomon, 

before 



tri$inal fpedlators and hiflorlans: Procopius (de Edific. 1. 1* ex.), Aga«' 
thias (1. V. p. 151, IS3«}» ^^"^ Silentiarius (in a poem of 1026 hexameters^ 
ad calcem Annac Comncn. Alexiad.), and Evagrius (L iv. c. 31.). a. Two 
legendary Greeks of a later perioc^: George Godinus (dc Origin. CP. p. 64 
— ^4.), and the anonymous writer of Bandurl (Imp* Orient. tom.i* J. iv* 
p. 6s— 8o.)- S- The great Byzantine antiquarian, Ducange (Comment, 
ad Paul Silentiar. p. 525—598. and C. P. Chrift. 1. iii. p. 5— -78.). 4. Two 
French travellers— the one Peter GylUus (de Topograph. C P. I ii. c. 3, 4.) 
in the xvith j the other, Greloi (Voyage de C. P. p. 9s— 164. Paris, 1680, 
in 4to) : he has given plans, profpefls, and infide-vicw's of S%, Sophia ; and 
his pLms, though on a fmaller fcale, appear more correft than thofe of Du- 
cange. I have adopted and reduced the meafures of Grelot : but as no 
Chridian can now afcend the dome, the height is borrowed from Eva^iuSy 
Icomparcd with Gyllius, Greaves, and the Oriental Geographer. 

i»4 Solomon^s temple was furrounded with courts, porticoes, &c.) 
but the proper lUudiurc of tlie houfc ot God was no more (if we ukc 

I 3 Ihe 
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CHAP, before twenty years had elapfed, was humbled by 
^.pii^v'i.^ ^^ earthquake, which overthrew the eaftern part 
of the dome. Its fplendour was again reftored by 
the perfeverance of the fame prince ; and in the 
thirty-fixth year of his reign, Juftinian celebrated 
the fecond dedication of a temple, which remains, 
sifter twelve centuries, a ilately monument of his 
fame. The architeSure of St. Sophia,, which is 
. now converted into the principal mofch, has been 
imitated by the Turkifc fultans, and that vene- 
rable pile CQHtinues to excite the fond admiration 
of the Greeks, and the more rational curiofity of 
Defcriptjon. European travellers. The eye of the fpedator is 
dilappointed by an irregular profpecb of half*domes 
and {helving roofs : the weftern front, the principal 
approach, is deftitute of fimplicity and magnifi- 
cence ; and the fcale of dimenfions has been much 
furpaffed by feveral of the Latin cathedrals. But 
the architedl who firft erefted an aerial cupola, is 
entitled to the praife of bold deiign and ikilful exe- 
cution. The dome of St. Sophia, illuminated by 
four^and- twenty windows, is formed with fo fmall 
a curve, that the depth is equal only to one-fixth 
of its diameter ; the meafure of that diameter is 
one hundred and fifteen feet, and the lofty centre, 
where a crefcent has fupplanted the crofs, rifes to 
the perpendicular height of one hundred and eighty 
feet above the pavement. The circle which en- 
compaflfes the dome, lightly repofes on four ftrong 

the Egyptian or Hebrew Qubit at %i inches) than 55 feet in height, 36 1 
in breadth, and no in length — a fmall pari(h church, fays Prideaux (Con- 
ned^ion, vol, j. p. 144.' folio] 3 but few f4n£luaries could be valued at (our 
or five miUions ilerling ! 

arches. 
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wdies, and their weight is firmly fupported by chap. 
four maflfy piles, whofe ftrength is aflifted on the 
northern and fouthern fides by four columns of 
Egyptian granite* A ^Greek crofs, infcribed in a 
•quadrangle, reprefents the form of the edifice; the 
«xa£l breadth is two hundred and forty-three feet, 
and two hundred and fixty-nine niay be aiffigned 
for the extreme length from the fanfluary in the 
eaft to the nine weftern doors which open into the 
veftibule, and from thence into the nartbex or exte* 
rior portico. That portico was the humble ftation 
of the penitents. The nave or body of the church 
^as filled by the congregation of the faithful ; but 
the two fexes were prudently diftinguiflied, and the 
vpper and lower galleries were allotted for the more 
private devotion of the women. Beyond the 
northern and fouthern piles, a baluftrade, termi^ 
nated on either fide by the thrones of the emperor 
and the patriarch, divided the nave from the choir : 
and the fpace, as far as the iteps of the altar, was 
occupied by the clergy and fingers. The altar it- 
fdf, ia name which infenfibly became familiar to 
Chriftian ears, was placed in the eaftern recefs, ar- 
tificially built in the form of a demi-cylinder ; and 
this fanftuary communicated by feveral doors with 
the facrifty, the yeftry, th^ baptiflery, and the 
contiguous buildings, fubfervient either to the* 
pomp of worfliip, or tjie private ufe of the eccle- 
fiaftical minifters. The memory of pad calaniities 
jnfpired Juftinian with a wife refolution, that no 
wood, except for. the doors, ilipuld be admitted 
into the new edifice ; and the choice of the ma« 

1 4 terials 
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trials was s^pUed to the flrength, the lightaeTii 
or the fpkndour of the refpeftive parts. The folid 
piles which fuftained the cupola were compofed of 
}iuge blocks of freeftone^ hewn into fquares and 
triangles^ fi^rtiiied by circles of iron, and firmly^ 
cemented by the infufion of lead and quicklime : 
bat th^ weight of the cupola was diminiflied by the 
levity of its fubftance, which confifts either of 
pumice-flone that floats in the water, or of brick^ 
from the ifle of Rhodes, five times lefs ponde^ 
rotis than the ordinary fore. The whole frame of 
the edifice was conilru^^ted of brick; but thofe 
, bafe ^materials were concealed by a cruft of marble; 
and the iniide of Su Sophia, the cupola^ the two 
larger, dnd the fix fmaller, femi-donies«^ the walls, 
the hundred columns, and the pavemjat, delight 
«ven the eyes of Barbarians, with a |ph and va* 
Warbjcs, Tif^ated pi&ure. A poet"^^% who beheld. the pri* 
mitive luftre of St* Sophia, enumerates the co- 
lours, the . ihades, and the fpots of ten or twelve 
ixiarbl^, j^pers, and porphyries, which nature, had 
profuftly diverfified, and which were blended and 
contjrafted as it were by a ikilfui painter. The ts^t 

io| Paul Silentiarius^ in dark and poetic Ungiiag0| defcribos thp various 
ftppts and marbles that were employed in the edifice of St. Sophia (P. ii. 
p. 129. 133, &c. &c.): 1. The Caiyjrian — pale, with iron veins z. Tlie 
* Pbrygian-^oi two forts, both of a rofy hue; the on* with a white ihade^ 
%\\p other purple, with filver flowers. 3. The Porphyry of Egypt — with 
fmall Aars. j^. The green mar hie of Laeonia. 5. The Carian — from Mopnt 
la^i, with oblique veins, white and red. 6* The LftTian^-pak, with a re4 
dower. 7. The ^rican, or Mauritanian^-^oi a gold or fafiron hue. 8. The 
jCe/r^V — black, with wjiite veins. 9. The Bofphork — white, with black edges* 
Befides the Pw«»»f;Sii», which formed tlie pAveqient j thp *lheffaiian,M«io/^, 
ft^, vhiph arc Ufs diAin^^y paipl^^^f 

umpb 
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umph of Chrift was adorned with the laft fpoils chap.. 
of Paganifm, but the greater part of ihefe coftly v^,,^^.-^ 
{tones was extrafted from the quarries of Afia 
Minor, the ifles and continent of Greece, Egypt, 
Africa, and Gaul. Eight columns of porphyry, 
which Aurelian had placed in the temple of the 
fun, were offered by the piety of a Roman ma- 
tron ; eight others of green marble were prefented 
by the ambitious zeal of the magiftrates of Ephe- 
fus : both are admirable by their fize and beauty, 
but every order of architefture difclaims their fan- 
taftic capitals. A variety of ornatnents and figures 
was cunou^y expreffed in mofaic ; and the images 
of Chrift, of the Virgin, of faints, and of angcis, 
which have been defaced by Turkiih fanaticifm, 
were dangeroufly expofed to the fuperftition of the 
Greeks^ According to the fandity of each ob- 
ject, the precious metals were diflributed in thia 
leaves or in folid malfes. The baluftrade of the 
choir, the capitals of the pillars, the ornaments of 
the doors and galleries, were of gilt bronze ; the 
fpedator was dazzled by the glittering afpeft of the 
cupola; the fanduary contained forty thoufand 
pound weight of filver; and the holy vafes and i 

veftmetits of the altar were of the pureft gold, 
enriched with ineftimable gems. Before the ftruc- 
ture of the church had rifen two cubits above the 
ground, forty-five thoufand two hundred pounds 
were already confumed ; and the whole expencc Rkbesf 
amounted to three hundred and t>venty thoufand : 
--tach reader, according ^ to the mcafure of his 
belief, may eftimate their value either in gold or 

8 ' filver i 
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filver ; but the funi of one million fterling is the 
refult of the loweft computation. A magnificent 
/temple is a laudable monument of national tafte 
and religion, and the enthufiaft who ^tered the 
dome of St. Sophia, might be tempted to fiippofe 
that it was the refidence, or even the workman- 
|fiip, of- the Deity. Yet how dull is the artifice, 
how infignificant is the labour, if it be compared 
with the formation of the vileft infeft that crawf$ 
upon the furface of the temple ! 
owrchrs Jq miuute a defcription of an edifice - which 

dps palaces* * ^ ^ 

time has refpeflted, may atteft the truth, an^ excufc 
the relation of the intiumerable works, both in the 
capital and provinces, which Juftinian conftru£le<t 
on a fmatler fcale and lefs durable foundations ****• 
In Conftantinople alone, and the adjacent fuburbs, 
te dedicated twenty-five churches to the honour of 
Chrift, the Virgin, aiT[d the famts : moft of thefe 
churches were decorated lyith niarble and gold ; 
, and tneir various fituation was fkilfully chofen in a 
populous fquare, or a pleafant grove ; on the mar- 
gin of the fea-fliore, or on fome lofty eminence 
which overlooked the continents of Europe and 
Afia. The church of the Holy Apoftles at Con- 
ftandnople, and that of St. John at Ephefus, appear 
to have been framed on the fame model : their 
domes afpired to imitate the cupolas of St. Sophia { 

K^ The fix books of the Edifices of Procopius are thus diilribiited t the 

JUfi js confined to Conftantinople j the fcccnd includes Mefopotamia and 
Syria; the third, Armenia and the Euxinc ; the fottrtbf Europe; xhcfifrbf 
AAa MJnoi and Paleftioc ; thcfxtb, l^ypt and Africa. July is forgo; by 
|bc emperor or the liiftorian, who publi(hed this work of adulation before 
Ihft date (A. D. 555.) of its final conqueft. 

* ' but 
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Iwt the altar was more judicioufly placed under th^ chap. 
centre of the dome, at the junSion of four ftately , ^^" 
porticoes, which more accurately expreffed the 
figure of the Greek crofs. The Virgin of Jerufa- 
lem might exult in the temple erefted by her 
Imperial votary on a moft ungrateful fpot, which 
affppded neither ground nor materials to the 
architeft. A level was formed, by raifing part 
of a deep valley to the height of the mountain. 
The (tones of a neighbouring quarry were hewn 
into regular forms j each block was fixed on a 
peculiar carriage drawn by forty of the ftrongeft 
oxen, and the roads were widened for the paffage 
of fuch enormous weights. Lebanon furnifhed her 
loftieft cedars for the timbers of the church ; and 
the feafonable difcovery of a vein of red marble, 
fupplied its beautiful columns, two of which, the 
fupporcers of the exterior portico, were efteemed 
the largeft in the world. The pious munificence 
of the emperor was diffufed over the Holy Land ; 
and if reafon ifaould condemn the monafteries of 
both fexes which were built or reftored by Juftinian^ 
yet charity mud applaud the wells which he funky 
and the hofpitals which he founded, for the relief 
of the weary pilgrims. The fchifmatical temper 
of Egypt was ill-entitled to the royal bounty ; but 
in Syria and Africa fome remedies were applied to 
the difafter^ of wars and earthquakes, and both 
Carthage and Antioch, emerging from their ruins, 
might revere the name of their gracious benefac- 
tor '®^. Almoft every faint in the calendar acquired 
the honours of a temple ; almoft every city of the 

1S7 Juflinian once gav« forty-five centenaries of gold (fSo^oooA) 
for the repair) of Antioch after the earthquake (John Malala^ torn. iL 
p. 146—149.). 

empure 
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CHAP, empire obtained the folid advantages of bridges^ 
hofpitals, and aquedufts ; but the fevcre liberality 
of the monarch difdained to indulge his fubjeds in 
the popular luxury of baths and theatres. While 
Juftinian laboured for the public fervice, he was 
not unmindful of his own dignity and eafe. The 
Byzantine palace, which had been damaged by the 
conflagration, .was reftored with new magnificence; 
and fome notion may be conceived of the whole 
edifice, by the veftibule or hall, which, from the 
doors perhaps, or the roof, was furnamed chalce^ 
or the brazen. The dome of a fpacious quadrangle 
was fupported by maify pillars \ the pavement and 
walls were encrufled with many-coloured marbles 
—the emerald green of Laconia, the fiery red, and 
the white Phrygian ftone interfeSed with veins of 
a fea-green hue : the mofaic paintings of the dome 
and fides reprefented the glories of the African and 
Italian triumphs. On the Afiatic fhore of the 
Propontis, at a fmall diftance to the eaft of ChaU 
cedon, the coftly palace and gardens of Herseum '*• 
were prepared for the fummer refidence of Jufti- 
nian, and more efpecially of Theodora. The poets 
of the age have celebrated the rare alliance of 
Bature and art, the harmony of the nymphs of the 
groves, the fountains, and the waves y yet the crowd 
of attendants who followed the court complained 
of their inconvenient lodgings "^, and the nymphs, 

«?* For die Herefciiro, the palace of Theodora, fee Gyllius (de Bofphoro 
Thracio, 1. iii. c. xi.), Aleman. (Not. ad Anecdot. p. 80, 81. who quotes 
i«v«ml epigrams of the Anthology), and Pucanne (C. P. ChrlH. l.iv. c. 13. 
p. 175, 176.). 

" >^ Compare, in the Edifices (i. i. c. 11.) and in th« Anecdotes (c<8. 
15.)* the ditferent ftyles of adulation and malevolence : ftript of the patnc, 
pr clcanfed'^om the dirt^ the obje^ appears to be the fame. 

were 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. t^y 

# 

trere too often alarmed by the famous Forpbyrio, a chap. 
whale of ten cubits in breadth, and thirty in lengthy ^!^A^ 
who was ftranded at the mouth of the river San« 
garis, after he had infefted more than half a century 
the feas of Conftantinople "^ 

, The fortifications, of Europe and Afia were muU Fortifica. 
tiplied by Juftinian ; but the repetition of thofe zl^ 
""timid and fruitlefs precautions expc^es to a philo* 
fophic, eye the debility of the empire *". From. 
Belgrade to the Euxine, from the conflux of the 
Save to the mouth of the Damibe, a chain of 
above fouricore fordfied places was extended along 
the banks of the great river.. Single watch-toweis 
were changed hito fpacious citadek; vacant wails» 
which the engineers contra£t^ or enlarged accord- 
ing tq the nature of the. ground, were filled 
with colonies or garrifons; a flrong ibrtveis de* 
fended the ruins of Trajan^s bridge "% and feveral 
military fbitions affe&ed to fpread beyond the Da^ 

HO procoptus, I. viii.29 ; moft probably a Granger and wanderer, as 
the Mediterranean does not breed shales. * Balsna: qooquc in nbftra ninris 
pei}^tranr'(Plin. Hiil. Natur. ix. 2.)- Between the polar circle and the 
trop'C, the cetaceous animals of the ocean grow to the length of 50, 80, of 
too feet (Hift. des Voyages, torn. xv. p. 489. Pennant's Critiih Zoology, 

yot iil. p. 35.)* 

Ill Montefi^tiietrobferves (torn. Hi. p. 503. Confiderations fur 1^ Gra»« 

deur et ki Decadence des Romains, c. xx.) that JuAinian's empire was like 
France in the lime of the Norman inroads-^never fo weak as when evtry 
village was fbrtified. 

'*i* Procoptus aiffinns (1. iv. c. 6.) that the panuhe was ilopped by tbe> 
ruins of the bridge. Had Apollpdqrus, the Archited, left a defcription of 
hU own work, the fabulous wonders of Dion CalTius (1. Ixviii. p. 1x29.) ^ 

would have been coite^ed foy the genuine pidlore. Trajan*s bridge con- 
fined of twenty or tyirenty-cWQ ftone piles with wooden arches ; the river 
Jfi ihallowid the current gende, and the whole interval no more than 44^ 
(Reimar id Dion* from Mariigli) or 515 t»ij'n (d*Anville«Geo$raptue Anci* 
^se^ torn. U p* 305* )• 

nube 
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nutns tHe pride of the Roman name. But th^t 
name was divefted of its terrors; the Barbarians, 
in their annual mroads^ paffed, and contemptuoufly 
repafied^ befisre thefe ufelefs bulwarks ; and the 
inhabitants of the frontier, inftead of repofing under 
the fhadow of the general defence^ were compelled 
to guard, with inceffant vigilance, their feparate 
habitations* The folitude of ancient cities was 
replemflied; the new foundations of Juftinian 
acquu-ed, perhaps too haftily, the epithets of im^* 
prq^nable and populous } and the aufpicious place 
of his own nativity attracted the grateful reverence 
of the vaineft of princes. Under the name of 
yufiiniana prirftUj the obfcure village of Taureiium 
became the feat of an archbifliop and a praefed, 
whofe jurifdi£Uon extended over feven warlike .pro- 
vinces of Illyricum *'^ ; and the corrupt appella^ 
tion of Gittftendil ftiil indicates, about twenty miles 
to the fouth of Sophia, the refidence of a Turkifh 
fanjak "*. For the ufe of the emperor's country- 
men, a cathedral, a palace, and an aquedud:, were 
fpeedily conftru£ted; the public and private edi- 
fices were adapted to the greatnefs of a royal city ; 
and the ftrength of the walls reiifted, during the 
life«time of Juftinian, the unikilful affaults of the 

tv! Of the two DaciaSy Mediterranea and Jtij>infis, Dardanta, Pnevalltanay 
the fecond M«fia, and the'fecond Macedonia. See Juftinian (Novell xi*), 
who fpeaks of his caftiet beyond the Danubei and of homines femper beUicis 
fudorlbus inhserentes. 

*>4 See d*AnviUe (Mcmoires de rAcademie^ Sec. torn, xxxit p. 289, 
ft90.)9 Rycaut (Prefent State of the Turklih Empire, p. 97. jt^.)* Mv* 
DgU (Sctto Militare del Imperio Ottomano, p. 136.). The lanjak of 
Oiuftendil is one of the twenty under the begieiiKg of Rumeliay and hia 
4iStn€t maintains 4S tuAms and 58S Hmtirim* 

Huns 
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tluns aad Sclavonians. Their prog^efs was fome^ chap, 
times retarded, and their hopes of rapine were di& . 
appointed, by the innumerable caflles, which, in 
the provinces of Dacia, Epirus, Theflaly, Mace- 
donia, and Thrace, appeared to cover the whole 
face o^ the country. Six hundred of theie forts 
were built or repaired by the emperor; but it 
feems reafonable to believe, that the far greater, 
part confided only of a ftone or brick tower, in 
the midfl of afquare or circular area, which was 
furrounded by a wall and ditch, and afforded in a 
moment of dangar fome protection to the peafants 
and cattle of the neighbouring villages"'. Yet 
thefe military works, which exhaufted the puUic 
treafure, could not remove the juft apprehenfions 
cf Juftinian and his European fubje^s* The warm 
baths of Anchialus in Thrace were rendered as fafe 
as they were falutary ; but the rich paftures of Thef- 
lalonlca were foraged by the Scythian cavalry ; the 
delicious vale of Tempe, three hundred miles from 
the Danube, was continually alarmed by the found 
of war "^ ; and no unfortified fpot, however diftaiu 
or folitary, could fecurely enjoy the bleflings of 
peace. The ftreights of Thermopylae, which 
£eemed to protect, but which had fo often betrayed, 
the . fafety of Greece, were diligently ftrength- 

»«J Theft Unifications may be compared to the caflles in MinyclU 
(Chardin, Voyages en Perfe, torn. i. p 60. i3r.;— a natural pi^ure. 

116 TJie valley of Tetnpc is fituate alvng tlie river Pencws, between the 
hills of Offa and Olympus : it It only five miles long, and in fome places 
no more than lao feet in breadth. Its verdant beauties are elegantly 
riefcribed by Plmy ^Hift. Natur. 1. iv. I5.)> and more diffufcly by iEliaj> 
(Hift. Vac. I. ill. c- I.). 

ened 
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G H A p. etied by the labours of Juftmian. From the edge 
of the fea-(hore, through the forefts and vallies, 
and as far as the fummit of the Theffalian moun- 
tains, a ftrong wall was continued, which occupied 
^very prafticable entrance. Inftead of an hafty 
crowd of peafants, a garrifon of two thoufand fol- 
diers was Rationed stlong the rampart ; granaries of 
Cbrn, and refervoirs of water, were provided for 
their ufe; and by a precaution that infpired the 
cowardice which it forefaw, convenient fortreffes 
VfGce erefted for their retreat* The walls of Co- 
rinth, overthrown by an earthquakes and the moul- 
dering bulwarks of Athens and Plataea, were care- 
fully reftored ; the Barbarians were difcouraged by 
tfie profpeft of fucceflive and painful lieges ; and 
the naked cities of Peloponnefus were covered by 
the fortifications of the ifthmus of Corinth, At 
the extremity of Europe, another peninfula, the 
Thracian Cherfonefus, runs three days journey 
into the fea, to form, with the adjacent fhores of 
Afia, the ftreights of the Hellefpont. The inter- 
vals between eleven populous towns were filled by 
lofty woods, fair paftures, and arable lands : and 
the ifthmus, or thirty-feven ftadia or furlongs, had 
been fortified by a Spartan general nine hundred 
years before the reign of Juftinian ''^ In an age 
of freedom and valour, the flighteft rampart may 
prevent a furprife ; and Procopius appears infen- 
fible of the fuperiority of ancient times, while* he 

»»7 Xenophon Hellenic. 1. iii. c. a. After a long and tedious converfa- 
fSon wicb the Byzantine decUImers, how refrefliing is the truth, the finapU* 
city, the ekganc^ of an Attic writer ! 

praifes 
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praifes the folid conftrudion and double parapet chap. 
of a wall, whofc long arms ftretched on either _ ^l'\_r 
fide into the fea ; but whofe ftrength was deemed 
bAifficient to guard the Cherfonefus, if each city, 
aiid particularly Galipoli and Seftus, had not 
been fecured by their peculiar fortifications. The . 
long wati, as it was emphatically ftyled, was a 
work as difgraceful in the object, as it was refped:* 
able in the execution. The riches of a capital 
diffiife themfelves over the neighbouring country, 
and the territory of Conftantinople, a paradife of 
nature, was adorned with the luxurious gardens 
and villas of the fenators and opulent citizens. 
But their wealth ferved only to attrafl: the bold and 
rapacious Barbarians ; the nobleft of the Romans, 
in the bofom of peaceful indolence, were led away 
into Scythian captivity, and their fovereign might 
view, from his palace, the hoftile flames which 
were infolently fprcad to the gates of the Imperial 
city. At the diftance only of forty miles, Ana- 
flaiius was conftrained to eflablifh a laft frontier j 
his long wall, of fixty miles from the Propontis to 
the Euxiiie, proclaimed the impotence of his arms ; 
and a^ the danger became more imminent, new 
fortifications were added by the indefatigable pru- 
dence of Juftinian "*. 

Afia Minor, after the fubmiflion of the Ifau- security of 
rians "% remained without enemies and without ^*^T 

queftof 
«rt See the long waUin Evagrius (l.iv. c. 38.). This whole article !t ^^^^'^ 

6w9m from the fourth book of the Edifices, except Anchialus (1. ill. c. 7.). 
"9 Turn back to vol. i. p. 454. In the courfe of this hiftory, I have 

fometimes mentioneciy and much oftener flighted, the hafty inroads 9f the 

Kaurlans, which were not attended with any conftquences. 

Vol. VII. K ford- 
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fortifications* Thofe bold favages, who had dife 
dained to be the fubje£ts of Gallienus, perfiiled 
two hundred and thirty years in a life of inde- 
pendence and rapine. The mofl: fuccefsful princes 
refpeded the ftrength of the mountains and the de- 
fpair of the natives j their fierce fpirit was fome- 
titnes foothed with gifts, and fometimes reftrained 
by terror ; and a military count, with three legions, 
fixed his permanent and ignominious ftation in the 
heart of the Roman provinces '*^ But no fooner 
was the vigilance, of power relaxed or diverted, 
than the light-armed fquadrons defcended from 
the hills, and invaded the peaceful plenty of Afia. 
Although the Ifaurians were not remarkable, for 
ftature or bravery, want rendered them bold, and 
experience made them ikilful in the exercife of pre- 
datory war. They advanced with fecrecy and fpeed 
to the attack of villages and defencelefs towns ; 
their flying parties have fometimes touched the 
Hellefpont, the Euxine, and the gates of Tarfus, 
Antioch, or Dama[fcus '^' ^ and the fpoil was lodged 
in their inacceffible mountains, before the Roman 
troops had received their orders, or the diftant pro- 
vince had computed its lofs. . The guilt of rebel- 
lion and robbery excluded them from the rights 
of national enemies ; and the magiftrates were in- 
ftruded by an edia, that the trial or punifhment 
of an Ifaurian, even on the feftival of Eafter, v^s 

I20 Trebelltus PoUIo inHift. Auguft. p. 107. who lived under Diocletlati, 
or Conflaiuine. See likewife Pancirolus ad Not. Imp. Orient, c. 115. 141. 
See Cod. Theodof. U ix. tit. 35. leg. 37. with a copious collective Annota- 
tion of GodefroX) torn* iii. p. 256, 257. 

m See the full and wide extent of their Inroads In Phileftorgius (Hift. 
Ecclef. 1. xi. c. SOy with Codefiioy*s learned pifierutioas. 

ame-^ 



OF THJE ROMAN EMPIRE. Iji 

at meritoridus aft of juftice and piety "*. If the chap, 
captives were condemned to domeftic ilavery, they 
maintained, with their fword or dagger, the private 
quarrel of their mafters; and it was found expe- 
dient for the public tranquillity, to prohibit the 
fervice of fucb dangerous retainers. When their 
countryman Tarcaliflaeus or Zeno afcended the 
throne, he invited a faithful and formidable band 
of Ifaurians, who infulted the court and city, and 
were rewarded by an annual tribute of five thou- 
land pounds of gold. But the hopes of fortune 
depopulated the mountains, luxury enervated the 
hardinefs of their minds and bodies, and in pro- 
portion as they mixed with mankind, they became 
lefs qualified for the enjoyment of poor and foli- 
tary freedom. After the death of Zeno, bis fuc* 
ceflbr Anaftafius fuppreflfed their penfions, expofed 
their perfons to the revenge of the people, baniftied 
them from Conftantinople, and prepared to fuftain 
a war, which left only the alternative ofvvidory or 
fervitude. A brother of the laft emperor ufurped 
the title of Auguftus, his canfe was powerfully 
fupported by the arms, the treafures, and the maga- 
zines, coUefted by Zeno ; and the native Ifaurians 
muft have formed the fmalleft portion of the 
hundred and fifty thoufand Barbarians under his 
ftandard, which was fandified, for the firft time, 
by the prefence of a fighting bifhop. Their dif- 
orderly numbers were vanquifhed in the plains of 

111 Cod. Juftinian. 1. ix. lit. i». leg. lo. The puniihments are fcvere— 
a fine of an hundred pounds of gold, degradation, and even death. The 
public peace might afford a pretence, but Zeno was defirous of monopohai^ig 
the valour and fervice of the Ifaurians. 

K 2 Phrygia 
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Phry^a by the valour and difcipline of the Goths ; 
but a tvar of fix year$ almoft exhaufted the courage 
^_p- g of the emperor **^ The Ifauriaas retired to their 
mountains; thdr fortreffes were fucceffively be- 
fieged and ruined ; their communication with the 
fea was intercepted ; the braveft of their leaders 
died in arms; the furviving chiefs, before their 
cxeciitioB, were: dragged in chains through the 
hippodrome ; a colony of their youth was tranf-' 
planted into Thrace, and the remnant of the 
people fubmit^ed to the Roman government. Yet 
fome generations elapfed before their minds were 
reduced to the level of flavery. The populous vil- 
lages of Mount Taurus were filled with horfemen 
and archers; they refifted the impofition of tri- 
butes, but they recruited the armies of Juftinian j 
and his civil magiftrates, the proconful of Cappa- 
docia, the count of Ifauria, and the praetors of 
Lycaonia and Pifidia, were inverted with military 
power to reilrain the licentious practice of rapes 
and aflaffinations '^. 
Fortifica- If. we extend our view from the tropic to the 
empire, . mouth of the Tanais, we may obferve on one hand, 

123 The Ifaurian war and the triumph of Anaftafias ar^ briefly apd darkly 
teprefented by John Malala (torn, ii* p. io6» Z07.), Evagrius (L iii* c. 35.}9 
Theophanes (p. xi8— ^xio.), and the Chronicle of Marcellinus. 

* 

X24 Fortes ea regio (fays Juftinian) vires habet, nee in ullo difTert ab 
Ifauria, though Procopius (Perfic. 1. i. c. 18.), marks an efilntial dlflTereoce 
between their military charader i yet in former times the Lycaonians and 
Pindians had . defended rheir liberty agaiT)ft the great king (Xenophon. 
Anabafisy 1. iii. c. 2«)« Juftinian introduces fome falfeand ridiculous eru- 
dition of the ancient empire of the Pifidians, and of Lycaon, who, after 
. viHting Rome (long before ^neas), gave a name and people to Lycaonia 
(Novell. 24,25. 27« 30.). 

the 
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the precautions of Juftinian to curb the favages of c h a p. 



XL. 



Ethiopia "% and on the other, the long walls 
which he conftrufted in Critmea for the protedion ^"\ ^^ 
of nis friendly Goths, a colony of three thoufand the perfian 
fljepherds and warriors***. From that peninfula ^~°^'^'- 
to Trebizond, the eafterb curve of the Euxine 
was fecured by forts, by alUaMe, or by religi<»& : 
and the pofleflion of Lazha^ iht Colchos of an- 
cient, the Mingrelia of modern^ g^ff^^P^Jj foon 
became the . object of an important war, Tre» 
bizond, in after-times the feat of a romantic em- 
pire, was indebted to the Ubtrality of Juftinian 
for a church, an aquedu£^, and a caftle, whofe 
ditches are hewn in the folid rock. From that 
maritime city, a frontier-line of five hundred miles 
CK^y be dtawn to the fortrefs of Circefium, the 
laft Roman ftation on the Euphrates '*^ Above 
Trebizond immediately, and five days journey to 
the fouth, the country rifes iiito dark forefts and 
craggy mountains, as favage though not fo lofty 
as the Alps and the Pyrenees. In this rigorous 

1^5 See Procopius, Periic. L i* c* 19* The alur of national cottcor^» 
of annual facriiice and oaths, which i>iQeJf tMn iMKi ereded in the ifle of 
Elephantine^ was demoUlhed by. Juftinian witl^kfs.policy than zeal. 

xz6 Phjcdp'iuft ^t Edlfieil^ 1. iil. e« 7. Hift. 1. yfii. c. 3, 4. Thefe un- 
ambittoos Coths had refufed xt follow ih« lUth^rd of Theodot-ic. As late 
as the xvth and xvith century, the name and nation might be difcovered 
between Caffa and tfie ftreighu of Azoph (d* Aiiyilie Mkmoires di; 1' Acadcmle, 
torn. XXX. p. 240.). Thfy weli defetved the curiofity of Bufbequius (p* 322 
-^3z6.) ) but feem to have vaiiiihcd . in the mtore reccm account of the 
Idiflions du Levant (tofn«i.]f, Tott, Pey(!bilety &c. 

127 For the geography and archite&ure of this Armeni^in border, fee the 
FeriiaQ War« and Edifices (l*il« c*4-^7. hfii. c a— 7.} of Procopius. 
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CHAP, climate '*% where the fnows feldom melt, the 
fruits are tardy and taftelefs, even honey is poi- 
fonous ; the moft induflrious tillage would be con* 
fined to fome pleafant vallies j and the pauoral 
tribes obtained a fcanty fuftenance from the fleft 
and milk of their cattle. The Cbalybians^^ de* 
rived their name and temper from the iron quality 
of the foil ^ and, fmce the days of Cyrus, they 
might produce, under the various appellations of 
Chaldaeans and Zanians, an uninterrupted pre- 
fcription of war and rapine. Under the reign of 
Juftinian, they acknowledged the God and the 
emperor of the Romans, and feven fortreffes were 
built in the moft acceffible paiTes, to exclude the 
ambition of the Perfian monarch '^°. The prin* 
cipal fource of the Euphrates defcends from the 
Chalybian mountains, and feems to flow towards 

« 

1^8 The country is de'fcr^Md by Toumefprt (V<{ya£e ay Levant torn. iii. 
lettre :^vii, ^vi^i. ). That IkiJ^fuI botanift (oon difcovered the p|anC that in- 
fedts the honey (pUn. xxi. 44, 45). he obferves, that the foldiersof La- 
cuUus might indeed be aAoQiibed at the cold^ fince, even in the plain of 
£rzerum, fnow fometiines falls in June, and the harved is feldom finished 
before September. The hills of Armenia are below the fortieth degree of 
latitude ; but in the mountainous country which I inhabit. It is well knowp 
that an afctnt of fomc hours carriea the traveller from the climate of Langue. 
doc to that of Norway , ami a general theory has been introduced^ that 
under the line, an elevation of 3400 («[/«« is equivalent to the cold of the 
polar circle (Rempnd, phfervati^nt fur kt Voyages de Co»q d^^ U SutUcji 
tom>ii* p. 104.). 

t^ The identity or proximity of the Chalybiaas, or Chaldteans, may be 
inveftigated in Strabo (1. xii. p. 8^5, 8a6.), Cellarivs (Geograph. Antiq. 
torn. ii. p. aoa— 004*) and Freret (Memu de TAoideniie, tom. iv. p. 594.^. 
aCenophon ftippofes, in bismmance (Cyropad. 1. iii.), the fame BarbariaD& 
a$ainft whom he had fought in his retreat (Anabafis, 1. iv. ) • 

130 ProcopiuS) Perfic. 1. \» c« %$, Dc Edi^c, 1. lii«. c. 6. 
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tbe wefl: and the Euxine ; bending to the fouth* 
weft, the river paflfes under the walls of Satala 
and Melitene (which were reftored by Juftinian 
as the bulwarks of the leiTer Armenia), and gra*- 
dually approaches the Mediterranean fea ; till at 
length, repelled by Mount Tauruls*^', the Eu^ 
phrates inclines his long and flexible courfe to the 
fputh-eafi; and the gulph o Perlia. Among the 
Roman cities beyond the Euphrates, we diftinguifh 
two recent foundations, which were naoied from 
Theodofius, and the relics of the martyrs ; and 
two capitals, Amida and Edeffa, which are cele- 
brated in the hiftory of every age. Their ftrength 
was proportioned by Juftinian to the danger of 
their fituation* A ditch and palifade might be 
fufficient to refift the artlefs force of the cavalry of 
Scythia ; but more elaborate works were required 
to fuftain a regular fiege againft the arms and 
treafures of the great king. His Ikilful engineers 
underftood the methods of conducing deep mines, 
and of raifing platforms to the level of the ram- 
part : he fhook the ftrongeft battlements with his 
military, engines, and fometimes advanced to the 
aflault with a line of moveable turrets on the 
backs of elephants. In the great cities of the 
Eaft, the difadvantage of fpace, perhaps of pofi- 
tion, was compenfated by the zeal of the people, 
who feconded the garrifon in the defence of their 
country and religion } and the fabulous promife of 

«n Ni Taurus obftet in noilramaria venturus (Pomponms Mela, Hi. 8.)« 
Pliny, a poet as well as a naturalifl (v. 20.), perTonifies the river and moun- 
tain, and defcribes their combat. See the courfe of the Tigris and Euphrates, 
in the excellent treatifc of d*Anville. 
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the Son of God, that EdeiTa fhpuld never 
be taken, filled the citizens with valiant confi* 
dence, and chilled the befiegeis with doubt and 
difinay"'*. The fuhordinatc towns of ^mieoia 
and Mefopotamia were diligently ftrengthened, 
and the polls which appeared to have a^y coin* 
xnand of ground or water, were occupied by nu- 
merous forts, fubftantially built of ftone, or more 
haftily ei;e£led with the obvious materials of earth 
^nd. brick. The eye of Juftinian inveftigated 
every fpot; and his cruel precautions might at- 
traft the war into fome lonely vale, whofe peaceful 
natives, connefted by trade and marriage, were 
ignorant of national difcord and the quarrels of 
princes. Weftward of the Euphrates, a fandy 
4efert extends above, fix hundred miles to thfs 
Jled Sea. Nature had interpofed a vacant foli- 
tude between the ambition of two rival empires : 
the Arabians, till Mahomet arofe, were formidable 
only as robbers ; and in the proud feourity of peace« 
the fortific«^t|ons of Syria were neglefted on the 
mod vulnerable fide* 
i^ath of But the national enmity, at lead the efie£ts of 
kingof** ^^21^ enmity, had been fufpended by a truce, 
a"d^' 8s which continued above fourfcore years. An am- 
balTador from the emperor Zeno accompanied 
the rafli and unfortunate Perozes, in hi^ expedi* 
tion againft the Nepthalites or white Huns, wl^ofe 

»J* Procopius (Perfic. I. ii. c. it. ) rdls the ftory wftb the tone half fcep- 
tical, half fuper(titiou8, of Herodotus. The promife was not in the primi* 
tive lye of Eufebius, but dates at leafi from the year 400; and a third lytc^ 
the Veronica, was Toon railed on the two former (Evagrius, Mv. 0-27.). 
As EdeiTu has been taktn, Tillemont mt0 difclaim the promife (Mem< Ecctes. 
toiK^. i. p. 362. 3S3. 6x7.)* 

conquefts 
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cdnquefts b^ been ftretched from the Calpian to chap. 
the heart of India, whofe throne va> enriched v- 
with emeralds '", and vrhofe cavalry ms fopported 
by a line of two thou&nd elephants '**. The Per- 
fiang were twice circumvented, in a fituatioo 
which made valour ufelefs and fli^t impoffible; 
and the double viftory of the Huns was atchieved 
by military ftratagem. They difmiflfed their royal 
captive after he had fubmitted to adore the ma^ 
jefty of a Barbarian ; and the humiliation was 
poorly evaded by the cafuiftical fubtQity of the 
Magi, who inftrufted Perozes to direft his inten- 
tion to the rifing fun. The indignant fucceffor of 
Cyrus forgot his danger and his gratitude; he 
renewed the attack with headftrong fury, and loft 
both his army and his life"'. The death of 

«3 Tl«y ««re purchafed from the mewhant. of AduUs who traded u, 
India (Cofmas, Topograph. Chrift. Lxi. P- 3J90} >«. « the ««■«"««« 
prectoL *o««, the Scythian .-nerrfd «a. the firft. the B.«n«.h.f.^ 

the yEthiopiaa only the third (HiU-, Theophrafto*. p. 6«' '^W' ™ 
p^TaionVmUies; &c. of e^raids. are involved m daAnef,, and .t» 
do»btft.l whether we pofleft my of the twelve fori, taown «. the ancieMt 
{Oogaet, Orijin. des toix, *c. part li. L ii c a. art. J.), to thl. war th, 
HrZ got, or at leaft Perozes loft, the fineft pearl in the vwrld, of which 
Procopias relates a ridiculous fable. 

ti4 The Indo.8cyth« continued to reigi. from the time of Attguftw 
/ iMonvf Periecct. io«8. with the Commentary of Euftathius, m Hudte, 
J^;h. Minor, tom. iv.) to that of the elder Juftin (Cofmas, TOFOgraph. 
Chrfft. 1. xi. p. 338. 339)- On theirorigin -"/"X^o™ .h^J^lS^ 

maflers of Larioe or Oojerat. 

•35 See the fate of Phiroui or Peroz«, and its confcquences, in Proco- 

piu.(Perfic. Ir. «. 3-6), who may k. compar«l "•«'' *'• *"S!!^ rf 
Oriental biftory (d'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orient, p. 351. and Te««a,Hrftoo;of 
Pwfia, tranftated or abridged b, Stevens, ti. c j*. p. 13a— 13».). ^ 
cluon^y i« ably aTcertaine* by Aflfemaa (Biblirt. Orient, torn. m. p. 39*- 

♦"■^ Perozes 
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c HA p, Perozes abandonedPerfia toher foreign and domeftic 

^t^^,-mm^ enemies; and twelve years of confufion elapfed 
before his fon Cabades or Kobad could embrace 

The pcrfian any- dcfigns of ambition or revenge. The un- 
A.D. ^dnd parfimony of Anaftafius was the motive or 

jpa— 505* pretence of a Roman war *^^ ; the Huns and 
Arabs marched under the Perfian (landard, and 
the fortifications of Armenia and Mefopotamia 
were^ at that time, in a ruinous or imperfed con- 
dition. The emperor returned his thanks to. the 
governor and people of. Martyropolis, for the 
prompt furrender of a city which could not be 
foccefsfully defended, and the conflagration of 
The^dofiopoHs might juftify the conduft of their 
prudent neighbours. Amida fuftained a long 
and deftruftiye fiege : at the end of three months 
the lofs of fifty thoufand of the foldiers of 
Cabades was not balanced by any profpeft of fuc- 
cefs, and it was in vain that the Magi deduced a 
flattering prediftion from the indecency of the 
women on the ramparts, . who had revealed their 
moil fecret charms to the eyes of the aflailants. 
At length, in a filent night, they afcended the 
molt acce^ble tower, which was guarded only jby 
fome monks, oppreifed, after the duties of a 
feftival, with ileep and wine. Scaling-ladders 
were applied at the dawn of day ; the prefence of 
Cabades, his ftern command, and his drawn 
fword, compelled the Perfians to vanquifli } and 

136 Xhe Perfian war, under the reigns of Anaftafius and Juftin, may he 
colleAcd from Procopius (PerfiG. 1. i. c. 7, 8, g*), Theophanes (in Chro- 
nograph, p. 124—127.), Evagnus (1. iii. c 37.), Marcellinus (in Chron. 
p.'47.), and Joiue StjiliUs (apud AiTcman. torn, i* p. 272— ftSi*}* 

before 
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before It was iheathed, fourfcore thoufand of the c h a p, 
inhabitants had expiated the blood of their com* v^^-v*;.^ 
panions. After the iiege of Amida, the war 
continued three years, and the unhappy frontier 
tafted the full meafure of its calamities. The 
gold of Anaftalius was offered too late, the num- 
ber of his troops was defeated by the number of 
their generals ; the country was dripped of its 
inhabitants, and both the living and the dead were 
abandoned to the wild beafts of the defert. The 
refinance of Edefla, and the deficiency of fpoil, 
inclined the mind of Cabades to peace: he fold 
his conqqefts for an exorbitant price; and the 
fame line, though marked with Slaughter and 
devaftation, ftill feparated the two empires. To 
avert the repetition of the fame evils, Anaftafius 
refolved to found a new colony, fo flrong, that 
it fhould defy the power of the Perfian, fo far 
advanced towards Affyria, that its (lationary troops 
might defend the province by the menace or 
operation (^ offenfive war. For this purpofe, the Fortifier 
town of Dara"% fourteenr miles from Nifibis, d^* 
and four days journey from the Tigris, was peopled 
and adorned } the hally works of Anaftafius were 
improved by the perfeverance of Juftinian ; and 
without infifling on places lefs important, the for- 
tifications of Dara may reprefent the military 
architedure of the age. The city was furrounded 
with two walls, and the interval between tfaem, of 

' 137 The defcriptlon of Dara is amply and correAly given by Procopiut 
(Perfic. 1. i. c. 10. 1. H. c 13. De Edific. L u. c, i, 2, 3. L ill. c. 5»). See 
the. fituation in d*Anville (rEuphrate et le Tigre, p. 53, 54, 5^.}, though 
be feenu to double the interval between D^ and Nifibis. 

fifty 
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c H A P. fifty paces, afforded a retrfeat to the cattle of tlie 
befieged. The inner wall was a monument of 



ftrength and beauty : it meafured fixty feet from 
the ground, and the height of the towers was one 
hundred feet; the loop-holes, from whence an 
enemy might be annoyed with miffile weapons, 
wa'e fmall, but numerous: the foldiers were 
planted along the rampart, under the (hdter of 
double galleries, and a third platform, fpacious 
and fecure, was raifed on the fummit of the 
lexers. The exterior wall appears to have been 
lefs lofty, but more folid ; and each tower was 
protefted by a quadrangular bulwark. A hard 
a^ocky foil relifted the tools of the miners, and on 
the foutfa*eaft, where the ground was more trad- 
able, their approach was retarded by a new work, 
which advanced in the fl^ipe of an half«moon. 
The double and treble ditches were ftlled with a 
ilream.of water; and in the managemoit of the 
rivery the moft fkilful . labour was employed t6 
fdpply the inhabitants, to diftrefs the beflegers, 
atld to pi?event the mifchiefs of a natural or arti«> 
ficial iBrundatibn. Dara continued more than fixty 
years to fulfil the wiOies of its founders, and to 
provoke the jealoufy of the E^rfians, wh0 inceC* 
fantly complaiaed, that ,tbis impregnable forttefs 
liad been eonitruded in inanifeft violatioii of thi 
treaty of. peace between the two empires* 
Thecafpian Betwecu the Euxiue and the Cafpian, the 
or Iberian couutries of Colchos, Iberia, and Albania^ are 
interfered in every dire£tion by the branches of 
Mount Caucafus ; and the two principal gates ^ or 
palfes, from nprth to fouth, have been frequently 

con- 
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confounded in the geography both of the ancients c ha p. 
and moderns. The name of Cafpian or jilbanian 
gateta is properly applied to Derbend "% which 
occupies a Ihort declivity between the mountains 
and the fea : the city, if we give credit to local 
tradition, had been founded by the Greeks j and 
this dangerous entrance was fortified by the kings 
of Perfia, with a mole, double walls, and doors 
of iron. The Iberian gates"' are formed by a 
narrow, paffage of fix miles in Mount Caucafus, 
which opens from the northern fide of Iberia or 
Georgia, into the plain that reaches to the Tanais 
and the Volga. A fortrefs, defigned by Alex- 
ander perhaps,* or one of his fucceflbrs, to com- 
mand that important pafs, had defcended by right 
of conqueft or inheritance to a prince of the 
Huns, who offered it for a moderate price to the 
emperor : but while Anaftafius paufed, while he 
timoroufly computed the coft and the diftance, a 
more vigilant rival interpofed, and Cabades for- 
cibly occupied the ftreights of Caucafus. The 
Albanian and Iberian gates excluded the horfemen 
of Scythia from the fhorteft and moft prafticable 
roads, and the whole front of the mountains was 



>}> For the city and pafs of Derbend, fee d*Herbelot (BiMiot. Orient, 
p. 157* 99 1* Sb7.)» Petite de la Croix (Hi(). de Gengifcao^ liv. 0.9.),^ 
Hiftoire Genealo$ique des Tatars (torn. i. p. zio.}» Olearius (Voy^^ eti 
Perfey p. X039-«»t04i.)y and Comeiiie le Bniyn (Voyages^ torn. i. p. 146, 
147. } : his view may be compared with the plan of Olearlns, who judges the 
wail to be of (hells and gravel hardened by time. 

>39 Procopius^ though with fome confufion, always denominates them 
Cafpian (Perfic. 1. i. c. 10. )• Tiie pafs is now|ftyled Tatartopa, the Tartar- 
gaiest (d'Anville, GcQgraphie Ancienne, torn. il. p. ii9> 120.3. 

I o covered 
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e H A P. covered by the rampart of Gog and Magog, the 
long wall which has excited the curiofity of an 
Arabian caliph '^ and a Ruffian conqueror '**. 
According to a recent dercription, huge {tones 
feven feet thick, twenty-one feet in length, or 
height, are artificially joined without iron or 
cement, to compofe a wall, which runs above three 
hundred miles from the (hores of Derbend, over 
the hills and through the vallies of Dagheftan 
and Georgia. Without a vifion, fuch a. work 
might be undertaken by the policy of Cabades; 
without a miracle, it might be accomplifhed by 
his fon^ fo formidable to the Romans under the 
name of Chofroes; fo dear to the Orientals, 
under the appellation of Nufhirwan. The Per- 
fian monarch held in his hand the keys both of 
•peace and war ; but he ftipulated, in every treaty, 
that Juftinian fhould contribute to the expence of a 
common barrier, which equally prote&ed the two 
empires from the inroads of the Scythians '**. 

VIL Juftinian fupprefled the fchools of Athens 
and the confulfliip of Rome, which had given fo 
many fages and heroes to mankind. Both thefe ' 

. >4o The iTnuginary rampart of Gog and Magog, which was ferioufly 
explored an^ believed by a caliph of rhe ixth century, appears to be derived 
from the ^ates of Mount C^ucafus, and a vague report of the wall of China 
(Gcograph. Nubienfis, p. ^67^270. Memoires de TAcademie, torn* xxxi. 

p» 210-*2I9.). 

1 41 See a learned diUertation of Baier, de muro Caucdfto, in Comment. 
Acad. Petropol. ann. i726« torn. i. p- 425—^6^. ; but k is deAitute of a 
map or plan. When the czar Peter !• became matter of Derbend in tl)e 
year 1722, the meafure of the wail was found to be 32S5 Ruffian orgygia^ 
or fathom, each of feven feet English j In the whole fomewhat more than 
four miles in length. 

142 See the fortifications and treaties of Chofroes or Nufhirwan, in Pro- 
copiu8 (Pcrfic. hL c. 16. 22. i. ii.) and d*Hcrbelot (pt 6S2.)* 

inftitu* 
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inftitudons had long fince degenerated from their chap. 
primitive glory ; yet fome reproach may be juftly y^^^^-^mj 
infiided on the avarice and jealoufy of a prince^ 
by whofe hand fuch venerable ruins were de- 
ftrowd. 

Athens, after her Perfian triumphs, adopted the J^Xth^^ 
philofophy of Ionia and the rhetoric of Sicily ; 
and thefe ftudies became the patrimony of a city 
whofe inhabitants, about thirty thoufand males, 
condenfed, within the period of a (ingle life, the 
genius of ages and millions. Our fenfe of the 
dignity of human nature is exalted by the fimple 
recolledion, that Ifocrates'*' was the companion 
of Plato and Xenophon ; that he adifted, perhaps 
with the hillorian Thucydides, at the firft repre- 
fentations of the Oedipus of Sophocles and the 
Iphigenia of Euripides; and that his pupils 
^fchines and Demoflhenes contended for the 
crown of patriotifm in the prefence of Aridotle, 
the mafter of Theophraflus, who taught at Athens 
with the founders of the Stoic and Epicurean 
fefts '**. The ingenuous youth of Attica enjoyed 
the benefits of thdr domeftic education, which 
was communicated without envy to the rival cities. 
Two thoufand difciples heard the leflbns of Theo- 

14; The life of Ifocrates extends from Olymp. Ixxxvi. i. to ex. 3. (ante 
Chrift. 436—338.). See Dionyf. HaJicarn. torn. ii. p> 149, 150. edit. 
Hudfon. PlttUrch (five anonymous), in Vir. X* Oracorumj p. 1538— 
1543. exiit. H« Stepb. Phot. cod. cclix. p. I453< 

■44 The fchools of Athens are copioufly thouj^ conclfcly reprefented In 
the Fortuna Attica of Meurfius (c. viii. p. 59*— 73. in torn. i. Opp.)* For 
the date and arts of the city, fee the firft book of Paufanias, and a fmall 
trad of Dicsearchus (in the fecond vohime of Hudfon*s GeographersJ^ who 
wrote about Olymp. cxvii. Dodwell*s Diflfertat. fcA. 4.}, 

14 phraftus j 
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CHAP, pliraftus '** ; the fchools of rhetoric muft have 
been dill more populous than thofe of philofophy } 
and a rapid fuccefGon of ftudents difFufed the 
fame of their teachers^ as far as the utmoft limits 
of the Grecian language and name. Thofe l^iti 
were enlarged by the viftories of Alexander ; the 
arts of Athens furvived her freedom and dominion ; 
and the Greek colonies which the Macedonians 
planted in Egypt^ and fcattered over Afia, un- 
dertook long and frequent pilgrimages to worfhip 
the Mufes in their £sivourite temple on the banks 
of the Iliffus. The Latin conquerors refpeftfully 
liftened to the inftruftions of their fubjefts and 
captives; the names of Cicero and Horace were 
enrolled in the fchools of Athens ; and after the 
perfeft fettlement of the Roman empire, the na- 
tives of Italy, of Africa, and of Britain, con- 
verfed in the groves of the academy with their 
fellow-ftudents of the Eaft. The ftudies of phi- 
lofophy and eloquence are congenial to a popular 
(late, which encourages the freedom of inquiry, 
and fubmits only to the force of perfuafion. In 
^ the republics of Greece and Rome, the art of 
fpeaking was the powerful engine of patriotifm or 
ambition ; and the fchools of rhetoric poured 
forth a colony of ftatefmen and legiflators. When 
the liberty of public debate was fuppreffed, the 
orator, in the honourable profeflion of an advo- 
cate, might plead the caufe of innocence and 
juftice ; he might abufe his talents in the more 
profitable trade of panegyric -, and the fame pre* 

»4-S Diogen. Laert. de Vit. PhiUfoph. I. v. fcgm. 37. p. 28^. 

« 
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cepts continued to di&ztc the fanciful dectama- n a ^. 
tions of the fophifl, and the chafter beauties of 
hiftorical compofition. The fyftems which pro- 
fefled to unfold the nature of God, of man, and 
of the umverfe, entertained the curiofity of the 
philofophic ftudent ; and according to the temper 
of his mind, he might doubt with the fceptics, or 
decide with the ftoics, fublimely fpeculate with 
Plato, or feverely argue with Ariftotle, The 
pride of the adverfe fedts had fixed an unat- 
tainable term of moral happinefs and perfe&ion : 
but the <race was glorious and falutary ; the dif- 
dples of Zeno, and even thofe of Epicurus, were 
taught both to aft and to fuffer ; and the death of 
Petronius was not lefs effectual than that of Se« 
neca, to humble a tyrant by the difcovery of his 
impotence. The light of fcience could not in- 
deed be confined within the walls of Athens. 
Her incomparable writers addrefs themfelves to 
the human race ; the Uving mafters emigrated to 
Italy and Afia ; Berytus, in later times, was de- 
voted to the (ludy of the law; aftronomy and 
phytic were cultivated in the mufasum of Alex- 
andria ; but the Attic fchools of rhetoric and phU 
lofophy maintained their fuperibr reputation from, 
the Peloponnelian war to the reign of Juftinian. 
Athens, though fituate in a barren foil, poflefled 
a pure air, a free navigation, and the monuments 
of ancient art. That facred retirement wa$ feU 
dom difturbed by the buiinefs of trade or go- 
vernment ; and the lad of the Athenians were 
diftinguilhed by their lively wit, the purity of 
^heir tafte and language^ their fociai manners, and 
Vol. VII. h fome 
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CHAP, fome traces, at leaft in difcourfe, of the magna- 
^^' nimity of their fathers. In the fuburbs of the 
city, the academy of the Platonifts, the lycaum of 
the Peripatetics, ihc portico of the Stoics, and 
the garden of the Epicureans, were planted with 
trees and decorated with ftatues; and the philo- 
fophers, inftead of being immured in a cloifter, 
delivered their inftruftions in fpacious and pleafant 
walks, which, at different hours, were confc- 
crated to the exercifes of the mind and body. 
The genius of the founders ftill lived in thofe 
venerable feats ; the ambition of fucceeding to the 
mafters of human reafon, excited a generous emu- 
lation ; and the merit of the candidates was de- 
termined, on each vacancy, by the free voices of 
an enlightened people. The Athenian profeffors 
were paid by their difciples : according to their 
mutual wants and abilities, the price appears to 
have varied from a mina to a talent ; and Ifocrates 
himfelf, who derides the avarice of the fophifts, 
required in his fchool of rhetoric, about thirty 
pounds from each of his hundred' pupils. The 
wages of induftry are juft and honourable, yet 
the fame Ifocrates (hed tears at the firft receipt 
of a ftipend j the Stoic might blufli when he was 
hired to preach the contempt of money j and I 
fhould be forry to difcover, that Ariftotle or Plato 
fo far degenerated from the example of Socrates, 
as to exchange knowledge for gold. But fome 
property of lands and houfes was fettled, by the 
permiffion of the laws, and the legacies of de- 
ceafed friends, on the philofophic chairs of Athens. 
Epicurus bequeathed to his difciples the gardens 

which 
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which he had purchafed for eighty minas or two c h a p/ 
hundred and fifty pounds, with a fund fufEcient ^^' 
for their frugal fubfiftence and monthly fef- 
trvals'**; and the patrimony of Plato afforded 
an annual rent, which, in eight centuries, was 
gradually increafed from three to one thoufand 
pieces of gold '*^. The fchools of Athens were 
protefted by the wifeft and moft virtuous of the 
Roman princes. The library which Hadrian 
founded, was placed in a portico adorned with 
pidures, ftatues, and a roof of alabafier, and fup- 
ported by one hundred columns of Phrygian 
marble^ The public lalaries were afligned by 
the generous fpirit of the Antonines ; and each 
profeffor, of politics, of rhetoric, of the Platonic, 
the PeripateQC, the Stoic, and the Epicurean 
philofophy, received an annual (lipend of ten 
thoufand drachmas, or more than three hundred 
pounds fterling '^^ After the death of Marcus, 
thefe liberal donations, and the privileges attached 
to the thrones of fcience, were aboliihed and re- 
vived, diminiflied and enlarged ; but fome veftige 

M^ See the teftament of Epictinis in Dlogen. Laert. 1. x. fegm. i6— so. 
p« 6it, 612. Aiiilgle epifUe {^d Familiares> xiii. i.) difplays thainju(lic« 
ofthe AreopafoSy the fidelity of the Epicureana, the dextrous- politenefs of 
Cicero, and the mixture of contempt and eileem with wliich the Roman 
fenators confidcred the philofophy and philofophers of Greece. 

'47 Damafciusy in Vit. Ifidor. apud Photium, cod. ccxlii. p. 1054. 

H3 See Lucian (in Bunech. com. ii. p. 3S^>-~359- ^^^^ Rtitz), Philof^ra* 
tus (in Vit. Sophifi. I. ii. c. z), and Dion Caflius, or Xiphilin (). Ixxi* 
p. xi95»)« ^'^^ ^^^^^ editors Du Soul, Olearius, and Rcimar, and, above all, 
Salniafius <ad Hift. Augull. p. 72.}. A judicious philofopher (Smith*s 
Wealth of Nations, vol. ii. p. 340-— 274.) prefers the free contributions of 
the iludents to a fixed fiipend for the profefibr. 

h 2 of 
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c HA P. o( royal bounty may be found under the ftrc- 
^pi^v'-i*^ cefibrs of Conftantine ; and their arbitrary choice 
of an unworthy candidate might tempt the phi* 
lofophers of Athens to regret the days of inde* 
pendente and poverty '^. It is remarkable, that 
the impartial favour of the Antonines vas be* 
flowixl on the four adverfe feds of philofophy, 
vrhich they coniidered as equally ufefui or at leaft 
as equally innocent. Socrates had formerly been 
the glory and the reproach of his country ; and 
the firft leflbns of Epicurus fo ftrangely ican- 
dalized the pious ears of the Athenians, that by 
his exile, and that of his antagonifts, they filenced 
all vain difputes concerning the nature of the 
gods. But in the enfuing year they recalled the 
hafty decree, reftored the liberty of. the fchools, 
and were convinced, by the experience of ages, 
that the moral charafter of philofophers is not 
affeded by the diverfity of their theological fpecu* 
lations **'• 
They are The Gothic arms were lefs fatal to the fchools of 
b"^ Tufty'^ Athens than the eftablifliment of a new religion, 
nH«. whofe minifters fuperfeded the exercife of reafon, 

refolved every queftion by an article of feith, and 
condemned the infidel or fceptic to eternal flames. 

149 Brucker, Hiil. Grit. Philofoph* tom.ii. p. ^fo, Isc. 

150 The birth o£ Epicurus 1$ fi.~^ed to the year 34A before ChHft (Bayk). 
Olympiad clx. 3>; and he opened his fchool at Adiens^ Olymp. cxviii. 5. 
306 years before the fame sera. This intolerant law (Athcnaeus^ L xiii. 
p. 6-xo. Dicgen. Laertius,^ l.v. f. 38* p* 290. Julius FolluXy ix* 5.) was 
enacted in the fame, or the fuccccding year (Sigonius, Opp. torn. v. p. 6». 
Menagtus, ndDiogen. Laert. p. 204, Corfini Fa(li AtticT, torn. iv. p. Sjf 
68.). Thcophraftus, chief of the Peripatetics, and difciplc of Ariftotlc, was 
involved in the fame exile. 

In 
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In mapy a volume of laborious controverfy, they chap. 
expofed the weaknefs of the underflanding and ^..i^v-*^ 
the corruption of the heart, infulted human nature 
in the fages of antiquity, and profcribed the fpirit of 
philofophical inquiry, fo repugnant to the doArine, 
'or at leall to the temper, of an hmnble believer. 
The furviving k& of the Platonifts, whom Plato 
would have blufhed to acknowledge, extravagantly 
mingled a fublime theory with the pradice of fu- 
perdition and magic i and as they remained alone 
in the midft of a Chriftian world, they indulged a 
iecret rancour againft the government of che'church 
and ftate, whofe feverity was dill fufpended over 
their heads. About a century after the reign of 
Julian '**, Proclus "* was permitted to teach in the Procius, 
philofophic chair of the academy, and fuch was 
his induftry, that he frequently, in the fame day, 
pronounced five lelTons, and compofed feven bun- 
dsed lines. His fagacious mind explored the 
deeped quedions of morals and metaphyfics, and 
he ventured to urge eighteen arguments againft 
the Chriftian doftrine of the creation of the world. 
But in the intervals of ftudy, he perfonally con- 
verfed with Pan, ^fculapius, and Minerva, in 
whofe myfteries be was fecretly initiated, and whofe 

• 

i5> This Is DO fanciful «ra : the Pagans reckoned their rahmities tton\ . . 
the reign of their hero. Pioclus, whofe nativity is marked by h»s horofcope 
(A. D; 412, February 8, at C. P.)> ^d 114 years evxa Itf?u»»tf fiwniKtfoq^ 
A. D. 4S5. (Marin, in Vita Procli> c 36.), 

«5* The fife of Proclns, by Marlnus, was publiihed by Fabriclus (Ham- 
burgh, 1700, et ad calc-m Llbliot. Latin* Lend. 1703]. See St]tdas( torn* ih*. 
p 185, 1S6.)) Fabricius (Bibllot. Grxrc. L v. c. l5« p. 449 — S%^*)% ^nd 
BfucU«r (Hilt. Crit. Philofoph, torn. ii. p. 319— jlS.)* 

L 3 proftrate 



ijo THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, proftrate ftatues he adored; in the devout per- 
s.m^^'^ fuaficm that the philofopher, who is a citizen of the 
univerfe, fhould be the prieft of its various deities. 
An eclipfe of the fun announced his approaching 
. end ; and his life, with that of his fcholar Ifidore '^% 
. compiled by two of their moft learned difciples, 
, exhibits a deplorable pi£ture of the fecond child- 
Hisfaccef. hood of faumau reafon. Yet the golden chain, as 
^"^ A. D. it was fondly ftyled, of the Platonic facceffion, 
4«5~5*9- . continued forty-four years from the death of Pro- 
clus to the ediQ, of Juftinian **% which impofed a 
perpetual iilence on the fchools of Athens, and ex- 
cited the gritf and indignation of the few remain- 
ing votaries of Grecian fcience and fuperftition. 
Seven friends and philofophers, Diogenes and 
Hermias, Eulalius and Prifcian, Damafcius, Ifi- 
dore, and Simplicius, who diffented frctn the re- 
ligion of their fovereign, embraced the r^folution 
of feeking in a foreign land the freedom which was 
denied in their native country. They had heard, 
and they creduloufly believed, that the republic of 
Plato was realized in the defpotic government of 
-Perfia, and that a patriot king reigned over the 
happieft and moft virtuous of nations. They were 
foon aftoniihed by the natural difcovery, that Perfia 
refembled the other countries of the globe ; that 
Chofroes, who affeded the name of a philofophetj 
was vain, cruel, and ambitious ; that bigotry, and 

15! The IXe of Ilidore wa& compofed by Damafcius (apud Photium, cod. 
ccxUi.. p. 1018—1076). See the lad age of the Pagan philofophers in 
trucker (torn. ii. p. 341— J^'O* 

154 The fuppreilion of the fchools of Athens is recorded by Jolin Malala 
(torn. ii. p. 18 :. furDecioCof.SoL], and an anonymous Chrooicle in the 
Vatican library (apud Alemam p. xo6.]. 

a fpirit 



*^ 



OP tHE ROMAN EMPIRE. 151 



a fpirit of intolerance, prevailed among the Magi ; chap. 
that the nobles were haughty, the courtiers fervile, s^i-,.^ 
and the magiftrates unjuft ; that the guilty foiDe* 
times efcaped, and that the innocent were ofteii 
oppreiTed. The difappointment of the philofo- 
phers provoked them to overlook the real virtues 
of the Perfians ; and they were fcandalized, moie 
deeply perhaps than became their profeffion, with 
the plurality of wives and concubines, the inceft- 
uous marriages, and the cudom of ei^ofing dead 
bodies to the dogs and* vultures, inftead of hiding 
them in the earth, or confuming them with fire. 
Their repentance was exprefled by a precipitate 
return, and they loudly declared that they had 
rather die on the borders of the empire, than en- 
joy the wealth and favour of the Barbarian. From 
this journey, however, they derived a benefit which 
reflefts the pureft luftre on the charafter of Chof- 
roes. He required, that the feven fages who had 
vifited the court of Perfia, (hould be exempted 
from the penal laws which Juftinian enaded againfl: 
his Pagan fubje£ts ; and this privilege, exprefsly 
ftipulated in a treaty of peace, was guarded by the 
vigilance of a powerful mediator *". Simplicius The lafi of 
and his companions ended their lives in peace and fopilin^' 
obfcurity ; and as they left no difciples-, they ter- 
hiinaie the long lift of Grecian philqfophers, who 
may be juftly praifed, notwithftanding their de- 
feds, as the wifeft and moft virtuous of their con- 

155 Agathias (I. ii. p* 69) 70, "i.) relates this curious Aory. Chofroes 
afcended the throne in (lie year 531, and made his firft peace with the Ro- 
mans in the beginning of 533, a date mo(l compatible with his young ivnt 
and the 0A/ age of ITidore (Afllman. liibliot. Orienv. torn. iii. p*404* Pagi, 
tom.ii. p. 543, 550.). . • 

L 4 temporaries* 
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^ H A p. temporaries. The writings of Simp^^^ ^^^ ^^^ 
xNr-^A»_' e^^tant. His phyiical and metaphyfical comment* 
aries oii Ariftotle have paifed away with the fa* 
fhion of the times i but his moral interpretation of 
£pi£tetus,. is preferved in the library of nations^ 
as a claiTic book» mpft excellently adapted to direct 
the will» to purify the heart, and. to confirm, the 
ynderftandingy by a juft confidence in the nature 
both of God and man« 
The Roman About the fame time that Pythagoras firft in* 
^^\L vented the appellation of philofopher, liberty and 
ed by jufti- (he confulfliip were founded at Rome by the elder 
A.D.5^f Brutus* The revolutions of the confular office^ 
which may be viewed in the fucceflive lights of 
a fubftance^ a (hadow, and a name» have beea o€«* 
cafioftally mentioned in the prefont biftory. The 
lirft magiftrates of the republic had been cbo£en by 
the people, to exercife, in the fenate and in the 
camp, the powers of peace and war, which were 
afterwards tranflated to the emperors. But the 
tradition of ancient dignity was long revered by the 
RomaiMt and Barbarians* A Gothic hiftoriaa ap^ 
plauds the confulfliip of Theodoric as the height 
of all temporal glory and greatnefs ''^ ; the king 
of Italy himfelf congratulates thofe smnual &vour- 
ites of fortune, whO| without the cares, enjoyed 
the fplendour oi the throne ) and at the end of a 
Itboufimd years, two confuls were created by the 
fovereign9 ^f Rome and Cqaftantinople, for the 
fole purpofe of giving a date to the year, and a 

*$S Cailidor. Varitfum Epift. vL i. Jornande:;, c. 57. p. 696* edit. 
Croc. Qi^Qd fummua)i1>oovm priihum^ae in mundo dccus edtcittir* 

feftivaT 
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feftival to the people. But the expences of this chap. 
feftival, in which the wealthy and the vain afpired 
to furpafs their predecefibrs, infenfibly arofe to the 
enormous fum of fourfcore thoufand pounds ; the 
wifeft fenators declined an ufelefs honour, which 
involved the certain ruin of their families ; and to 
this relu&ance I (hould impute the frequent chafms 
in the laft age of the confular Fajiu The prede- 
ceflbrs of Juftinian had af&fted from the public 
treafures the dignity of the lefs opulent candidates ; 
the avarice of that prince- preferred the cheaper and 
more convenient method of advice and regula« 
tion'". Seven proceffions or fpe&acles were the 
number to which his edid confined the horfe and 
chariot races, the athletic fports, the mufic, and 
pantomimes of the theatre, and the hunting of 
urild beafts ; and fmall pieces of filver were di£* 
erectly fubfUtuted to the gold medals, which had 
always excited tumult a;id drunkenneis, when they 
were fcattered with a profufe hand among the 
populace. Notwithftanding thefe precautions, and 
his own example, the fucceffipn of confuls finally 
ceafed in the thirteenth year of Juftinian, whofe 
defpotic temper might be gratified by the iilent 
extin&ion of a title which admonilhed the Romans 
of their ancient freedom "'•. Yet the annual con- 
fuUhip ftill lived in the minds of the people j they 

f57 See the regulations of Juftinian (Novell, cv.), dated at Coaftantino|»Ic;» 
July 5) and addreflbd to Strategius> treafurer of the empire* 

>58 Procopius, in Anecdot. c 26. Aleman. p. 106. In the xviilth year 
after the confuIOiip of Bafilius, according to the reckoning of Marceilinuit 
Vi£h>r, Mariirs, &c. the fecret hldory was compofed, and| ia the eyes of 
Pfocopiasi the cooAiUhtp was finally aboliikcd* 

fondly 
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c HA P. fondly expeded its fpeedy reftoration ; they 
, applauded the gracious condefcenfion of fuccefHve 
princes, by whom it was aflfumed in the firil year 
pf their reign ; and three centuries elapfed, after 
the death of JufHnian, before that obfolete dig- 
nity, which had been fuppreffed by Cuftom, could 
be aboliflied by law **'. The imperfefl: mode of 
diftinguiflhing each year by . the name of a ma- 
giftrate, was ufually fupplied by the date of a 
permanent aera: the creation of the world, ac- 
cording to the feptuagint verfion, was adopted by 
the Greeks *^'' ; and the Latins, fince the age of 
Charlemagne, have computed their time from the 
birth of Chrift '^ 

»59 By Leo the pbilofopher (Novell. xcW. A. D. SB6«-^it*)* See Ptgi 
(DilTertat. Hypatica, p. 325—362 ) and Ducange (GlolT. Graec. p. 1635^ 
J 636 ). Even the title was vilified \ confulatut codiciUi • • • • vilefcunt, 
ftyi the emijeror hitnklf. 

160 According to Julius Africaiius, ^c. the world was created the toft 
of Septeniher, 5508 years, three months, and twenty-five days before the 
birth of Clvill (fee Peiron, Amiquite des Terns defendiie, p. 20-*>38.)s 
and this aera his been ufed by the Greeks, the Oriental ChritUans» and even 
hy the RutTians, till the icign of Peter 1. Tlie period, however arbitrary, is 
clear and convenient. Of the 7296 years which ate fuppofed to elapfe fince 
£he creation, we ihall (ind 3000 of ignomiee and darknefs ; aoco either 
faSulous or doubtful \ 1000 of ancient biftory, commencing with the Perfiao 
empire, and the republics^ ot Rome and Athens ; 1000 from the fall of the 
Ijloman empire in the wed to the difcovery of America) aiid the. remaining 
296 will alir.ofl complete three centuries of the modern (late of Europe and 
lYiankind. I regret this chronology, fo far preferable to our double and 
perplexed method of countiag backwards and fofwarda the years before and 
aher the Chriflian aera. 

i<i> The aera of the world has prevailed in the £a$ fin^e the vith general 
touncil ( A. D. 6IS1]. Ih the Weil the Clu-iftiaa aera was iirft invented vd 
' the vith century : it was propagated in the viiith by the autliority and 
writings o! venerable Bcde ; but it was not till the xth that the ufe became 
legal and popular. See TArt de verifier le$ Dates^ Divert. Preliminaire^ 
p. iii. xii. Di^lionaire Diplon»tiqur, torn. U p 3297-337. | (lie worka of 
a laborious fociety of fienecti^ine monks. 
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CHAP. XLI, 

Conquejts of yu/iinian in the WeJi.—^Chara&er and 

Jirji Campaigns of- Belifarius, — He invades and 

fubdues the Vandal Kingdom ^ of Africa i — His 

' Triumph.' — The Gothic War. --He recovers- Sicily^ 

Naples J and Rome. — Siege of Rome by the Goths* 

• "^Their Retreat and Lqffes. — Surrender of Ra- 

venna.'^Glory of Belifarius. — His domefiic Shame 

and Misfortunes. 
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XTTHEN Juftinian afcended the throne, about c h 
fifty years after the fall of the Weftern ^w— - 
empire, the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals /J}^/J|!^^ 
had obtained a folid, and, as it might feem^ a ^^^ade 
legal eftablifhment both in Europe and Africa, a, 0/533. 
The titles which Roman viftory had infcribed, 
Were crazed with equal juftice by the fword of the 
Barbarians ; and their fuccefsful rapine derived a 
mgre venerable fanftion from time, from treaties, 
and from the oaths of fidelity, already repeated 
by a fecond or third generation of obedient fubjefts. 
Experience and chriftianity had refuted the fuper- 
ftitious hope, that Rome was founded by the gods 
to reign for ever over the nations of the earth. 
But the proud claim of perpetual and indefea- 
iible dominion, which her foldiers could.no longer 
maintain, was firmly aflerted by her ftatefmen and 
lawyers, whofe opinions have been fometimes- 

9 revived 
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revived and propagated in the modern fchools of 
jurifprudence. After Rome herfelf had been 
flripped of the Imperial purple, the princes of Con- 
ftantinople aflumed the Ible and facred fceptre of 
the monarchy ; demanded, a$ their rightful inhe* 
ritance, the provinces which had been fubdued by 
the confuis, or poffefled by the Cicfars ; and feebly 
afpired to deliver their faithful fubjefts of the 
Weft -from the ufurpation of hereUcs and Barba* 
mns. The execution of this fplendid defign was 
in fome degree referved for Juftinian. During 
the five firft years of his reign, he reluftantly 
waged a doftly and unprofitable war againft the 
Perfians; till his pride fubmitted to his ambition, 
and he pur chafed, at the price of four hundred and 
forty thoufand pounds fterling, the benefit of a 
precarious truce, which, in the language of both 
nations, was dignified with the appellation of the 
tndlefs peace* The fafety of the Eaft enabled the 
emperor to employ his forces againft the Van- 
dals ; and the internal ftate of Africa afforded aa 
honourable nK>tive, and promifed a powerful fup« 
port, to the Roman arms *. 
State of the According to the teftament of the founder, the 
Hfidl^ci African kingdom had lineally defcended to Hil« 
^' ^- ' deticr the «ldeft of the Vandal princes. A mild 

513—530. r ^ 

f .The complete feries of the Vandal war is related by Procopius in a 
regular and ekgant narfative (Li. c. 9«— 2f. Kii. c. t — 13*) $ ^nd happy 
woold be my lot, could I always tread in the footfteps of foch a guide 
From the entife and diligent perttfal of the Greek text, I have a right to 
pronounce that the Latin and French verfiona of Grotius and Coufin may 
not be implicitly tntfted : yet the president Coufin baa been often fiuSXtAf 
and Hbso Orocittf was the firft fcbolar of a learned age. 

dilpofitbn 
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difpofition inclmed the fon of a tyrant, the grand^ ^ ^^ *"• 
fon of a conqueror^ to prefer the counfels of clc- s.-*v— ' 
mency and peace ; and his acceffion was marked 
by the falutary cdift, which reftored two hundred 
biibops to their churches, and allowed the free 
profeflion of the Athanafian creed \ But the Ca- 
tholics accepted, wuh cold and tranfient gratitude, 
a favour fo inadequate to their pretentions, and the 
virtues of Hilderic oflfended the prejudices of his 
countrymen. The Arian clergy prefumed to infi- 
nuate that he had renounced the faith, and the 
foldiers more loudly cocnplained that he had dege* 
fierated from the courage, of his anceftors. His 
ambadadors were fufpedled of a fecret and dirgrace-* 
ful negociation in the Byzantine court; and hi^ 
general, the Achilles % as he was named, of the 
Vandals, loft a battle againft the naked and dif- 
orderly Moors. The public difcontent was exaf-^ Ceiinver, 
perated by Gelimer, whofe age, defccnt, and mi* 530— .5^^ 
lltary fame, gave him an apparent title to the 
fucce£ion: he afiumed, with the confent of the 
nation, the reins of government ; and his unfor- 
tunate fovereign funk without a ftruggle from the 

* 

A Sec Rutnart, Hid. Pcrfecut Vanlal. c. xil. p. 589* His bed evidence- 
U drawn from the life of St. Fulgentius, compofed by one of Iii« difciplei^ 
tnmfcnbed In a great meafure in the annuls of Baronius, and printed im 
feveral great collections (Catalog. Bibiiot. BunavisBna^ toiu. i, vol. ii« 
p. is5S.]. 

i For what quality of the mind or body > Fer fpeed, or beauty^ or 
'Yalottr ?— In what langua^^e did the Vandals read Homer ?— *Did he fpeale 
German ?— The Latins had four verfions (Fabric, tomi i. I, ii. c. 3. p. 297.)^ 
y€t irt fpite of the praifes of Seneca (Confbl. c. 16.), they appear to havt 
been nx>r& fttCcef»fQl in Imitaring, than in tranflatiogy the Gmk poets; Buf 
the name of Achlll.et might be famoas and popular, even'among the iiliterett 
Barbarians. 

tbroQe 
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CHAP, throne to a dungeon, where he was ftriAIy guarded 
with a faithful counfellor, and his unpopular ne- 
phew the Achilles of the Vandals. But the indul* 
gence which HBlderic had fhewn to his Catholic 
fubjedls had powerfully recommended him to the 
favour of Juftinian^ who, for the benefit of his 
own fe£l, could acknowledge the ufe and juftice 
of religious toleration : their alliance, while the^ 
nephew of Juftin remained in a private ftation, 
was cemented by the mutual exchange of gifts 
and letters ; andwdxe emperor Juftinian afTerted the 
caufe of royalty and friendfliip. In two fucceflive 
embalEes, he admonifhed the ufurper to repent of 
his treafon, or to abftain, at leaft, from any further 
violence, which might provoke the difpleafure of 
God and of the Romans; to reverence the laws of 
kindred and fucceflion, and to fuSer an infirm old 
man peaceably to end his days, either on the 
throne of Carthage, or in the palace of Conftan- 
tinople. The paffions or even the prudence of 
Gelimer compelled him to reje£l thefe requefts^ 
which were urged in the haughty tone of menace 
and command ; and he juftified his ambition in a 
language rarely fpoken in the Byzantine court, by 
alleging the right of a free people to remove or 
punifii their chief onagiilrate, who had failed in the 
execution of the kingly office. After this fruitlefs 
export ul^tion, the captive monarch was more x 
rigoroufly treated, his nephew was deprived of his ' 
eyes, and the cruel Vandal, confident in his ftrength 
and diftanee^ derided the vain threats and flow 
preparations of the emperor of the Eaft. Juftiaian 

refolved 
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refolved to deliver or revenge his friend, Gdlmer 
to maintain his ufurpation : and the war was pre- 
ceded, according to the praftice of civilized 
nations, by the mod folemn proteftations that each 
party was fmcerely defirous of peace. 

The report of an African war was grateful only Debates on 
to the vain and idle populace of Conftanringple, ^ '^ ^^^^^"^ 
whofe poverty exempted them from tribute, and 
whofe cowardice was feldom expofed to military 
fervicc. But the wifer citizens, who judged of the 
future by the pad, revolved in their memory the 
immenfe lofs, both of men and money, which the 
empire had fudained in the expedition of Bafilif- 
cus. The troops, which, after five Faborious cam- 
paigns, had been recalled from the Perfian frontier, 
dreaded the fea, the climate, and the arms of an 
unknown enemy. The minifters of the finances 
computed, as far as they might compute, the 
demands of an African war ; the taxes which mud 
be found and levied to fupply thofe infatiatc 
demands ; and the danger, left their own lives, or 
at Jeaft their lucrative employments, Ihould be 
made refponfible for the deficiency of the fupply. 
Infpired by fuch felfifb motives (for we may not 
fufpeft him of any zeal for the public good), 
John of Cappadocia ventured to oppofe in full 
council the inclinations of his maft^r* He ton- 
fefled, that a vidory of fuch importance could 
i^ot be too dearly purchafed ; but he reprefented 
in a grave difcourfe the certain difficulties and the 
uncertain event. " V'ou .undertake," faid the 
praefeft, " to befiege Carthage by land, the 

" diftance 
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<^ diflance i& not lefs than one hundred and forty 
«< days journey ; on the fea, a whole year * muft 
** clapfe before you can receive any intelKgence 
^ from your fleet. If Africa (hould be reduced^ 
' *^ it cannot be pteferved without the additional 
^ conqueft of Sicily and Italy. Succefs will im- 
^* pofe the obligation of new labours j a Angle 
** misfortune will attraft the Barbarians into the 
*' heart of your exhaufted empire.'* Juftinian felt 
the weight of this falutary advice; he was confounded 
by the unwonted freedom of an obfequious fervant j 
and the defign of the war would perhaps have been 
relinquiffied, if his courage had not been revived 
by a voice which filenced the doubts of profane rea- 
fon. " I have feen a vifion,*' cried an artful or 
fanatic biQiop of the Eaft. " It is the will of 
** heaven, O emperor ! that you Ihouldnot abandon 
** your holy enterprife for the deliverance of the 
" African church. The God of battles will march 
*• before your ftandard, and difperfe your enemies, 
** who are the enemies of his Son.*' The empe- 
ror might be tempted, and his counfellors were 
conftrained, to give credit to this feafonable reve- 
lation : but they derived more rational hope from 
the revolt, which the adherents of Hilderic or 
Athanafius had already excited on the borders of 
the Vandal monarchy. Pudentius, an African 
fubjefl:, had privately fignified his loyal intentions, 

4 A jTMro-abfurd exaggeration ! The conquefl of Africa may be dated 
A. D* 533, September 14: it is celebrated by Juftinian in the preface to bis 
Inftitutesy which were publiftied November 219 of the fame year. Includ- 
ing the voyage and retam, fuch a compucattoii might 4>e truly applied to 
cur Indian empirVk 

I and 
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and a fmall military aid reftored the province of c h a p; 
Tripoli to the obedience of the Romans. The go- -,,-;-V_j' 
vernment of Sardinia had been entrufted to Godas, 
a valiant Barbarian ; he fufpended the payment of 
tribute, difclaimed his allegiance to the ufurpcr, 
and gave audience to the emiflaries of Juftinian, 
who found him mafter of that fruitful ifland, at the 
head of his guards, and proudly invefted with the 
cnfigns of royalty. The forces of the Vandals 
were diminiflied by difcord and fufpicion j the Ro- 
man armies were animated by the fpirit of Belifa- 
rius ;' one of thofe heroic names which are familiar 
to every age and to every nation. 

The Africanus of new Rome was born, and per- charaacr 
haps educated, among the Thracian peafants', l^i^^f 
without any of thofe advantages which had formed ""*• 
the virtues of the elder and the younger Scipio ; 
a noble origin, liberal fludies, and the emulation of 
a free ftate. The filenceof a loquacious fecretary 
may be admitted, to prove that the youth of Belifa- 
rius could not afford any fubjeft of praife : he 
ferved, moft affuredly with valouj and reputation^ 
among the private guards of Juftinian; and when 
his patron became emperor, the domeftic was pro- 
moted to military command. After a bold inroad 
into Perfarmenia, .in which his glory was fhared 
by a colleague, and his progrefs was checked by aA 
enemy, Bclifarius repaired to the important fta- 

• 

Ta|u Jc«Ta« (Procop. Vandal. Li. c. ii.). Aleman (Not. ad Anccdot. 
p. 5.)t an Italian, could ea(iiy reject the German vanity of Giphanius and 
Velferus, wliowi(hed to claim the hero 3 hut his Germania, a metropolis 
of Thrace^ I cannot find in ap^ civil or ecckfiaiticjil lifts of tlie provinces 
and cities. 

VQL.YII. M tion 
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CHAP., tion of Dara, where he firft accepted the fervice ' 



xu. 



of Procopius, the faithful companion, and diligent 
His fcrvices hiftorian, of his exploits ^ The Mirranes of Per- 

in the Per- ■ ^ x ^ 

fian war, fia advanced, with forty thoufand of her beft troops, 
519-^53*. ^o ^^^^ ^^^ fortifications of Dara ; and fignified the 
day and the hour on which the citizens fhould pre- 
pare a bath for his refreChment after the toils of 
viftory. He encountered an adverfary equal to 
himfelf, by the new title of General of the Eaft ; 
. his fuperior in the fcience of war, but muqh infe- 
* rior in the nunvber and quality of his troops, which 
amounted only, to twenty-five thoufand Romans 
and ftrangers, relaxed in their difcipline, and hum- 
bled by recent difafters. As the level plain of 
Dara refufed all Ihelter to ftratagerii and ambufh, 
Belifarius protected his front with a deep trench, 
which was prolonged at firft in perpendicular, and 
afterWfirds in parallel lines, to cover the wings of 
cavalry advantageoufly ported to command the 
flanks and rear of the enemy. When the Roman 
centre was fhaken, their well-timed and rapid 
charge decided the conflift : the ftands^rd of Perfia 
fell ; the immortals fled ; the infantry threw away 
their bucklers, and eight thoufand of the van- 
quiflied were left on the field of battle. In the next 
campaign, Syria was invaded on the fide of the 
defert ; and Belifarius, with twenty thoufand men, 
haftened from Dara to the relief of the province. 
During the whole fummer, the defigns of the ene- 
my were baflOied by his fl^ilful difpofitions : he 

^ The two firil Persian campaigns of Belifarius are fairly and cppioofly 
rdated by his Secretary (Perfic* I i. c. 12— 13»). '^- 

prefled 
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preffed their retreat, occupied each night their chap. 
camp of the preceding day, and would have fe- 
cured a bloodlefs viftory, if he could have refifted 
the impatience of his own troops. Their valiant 
promife was faintly fupported in the hour of battle ; 
the right wing was expofed by the treacherous or 
cowardly defertion of the Chriftian Arabs ; the 
Huns, a veteran band of eight hundred warriors, 
were oppreffed by fuperior numbers ; the flight of 
the Ifaurians was intercepted ; but the Roman in- 
fantry fto9d firm on the left, for Belifarius hira- 
felf, difmoiinting from his horfe, (hewed them that 
intrepid defpair was their only fafety. They turned 
their backs to the Euphrates, and their faces to the 
enemy; innumerable arrows glanced without effeft 
from the compaft and fhelving order of their 
bucklers ; an impenetrable line of pikes was pp- 
pofed to the repeated aflfaults of the Perfian cavalry ; 
and after a refiftance of many hours, the re- 
maining troops were (kilfully embarked under the 
feadow of the night* The Parfian commander 
retired with diforder and difgrace, to anfwer a 
ftrid account of the lives of fo many foldiers which 
he had confumed in a barren victory. But the 
fame of . Belifarius was not fullied by a defeat, in 
which alone he had faved his army from the con- 
fequences of their own raflmefs : the approach of 
peace relieved him from the guard of the eaftern 
frontier, and his conduft in the fedition of Con- 
ftantinople amply difcharged his obligations to the 
empetor. When the African war became the topic 
of popular difcourfeand fecret deliberation, each of 
the Roman generals was apprehenfive, rather than 

M 2 ambitious. 
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CHAP, ambitious, of the dangerous honour } but as foon 
as Juftinian had declared his preference of fupe- 
rior merit, their envy was rekindled by the unani- 
mous applaufe which was given to the choice of 
Belifarius. The temper of the Byzantine court 
may encourage a fufpicion, that the hero was darkly 
aflifted by the intrigues of his wife, the fair and 
fubtile Antonina, who alternately enjoyed the con- 
fiddnce, and incurred the hatred, of the emprefs 
Theodora. The birth of Antonina was ignoble, 
Ihe defcended from a family of charioteers ; and 
her chaftity has been flained with the fouled re- 
proach. Tet flie reigned with long and abfolute 
power over the mind of her illuftrious hufband ; 
and if Antonina difdained the merit of conjugal 
fidelity, (he exprefled a manly friend (hip to Belifa- 
rius, whom fhe accompanied with undaunted refo- 
lution in all the hardfliips and dangers of a military 
life \ 
l>repj|ra. The preparations for the African war were not 

thTAfri^n w^worthy of the laft conteft between Rome and 
^*r» Carthage. The pride and flower of the army con- 

' ^^'' fifted of the guards of Belifarius, who, according 
to the pernicbos indulgence of the times, devoted 
themfelves by a particular oath of fidelity to the 
fervice of their patron. Their ftrength and (tatufe, 
for which they had been curioufly feleded, the 
goodnefs of their^ horfes and armoUr, and the ar- 
duous pradice of all the exercifes of war,, enabled 
them to aft whatever their courage might prompt } 

7 Sec the bktb ami chataa«r o£ Antoniaa, in the Aficcdotes, c. i. and 

and 
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and their courage was exalted by the fecial honour c h a P; 
of their rank, and the perfonal ambition of favour 
and fortune. Four hundred of the braved of the 
Heruli marched under the banner of the faithful 
and adive Pharas; their untradable valour was 
more highly prized than the tame fubmiflion of the 
Greeks and Syrians ; and of fuch importance was 
it deemed to procure a reinforcement of fix hun- 
dred MafTagetae, or Huns, that they were allured 
by fraud and deceit to engage in a naval expedition. 
Five tboufand horfe and ten thoufand foot were 
embarked at Conftantmople for the conqueft of 
Africa, but the infantry, for the molt part levied 
in Thrace add Ifauria, yielded to the more pre- 
vailing ufe and reputation of the cavalry ; and the 
Scythian bow was the weapon on which the armies 
of Rome were now reduced to place their principal 
dependence. From a laudable defire to afiert the 
dignity of his theme, Procopius defends the fol« 
diers of his own time againft the morofe critics, 
who confined that refpeftable name to the heavy- 
armed warriors of antiquity, and maUcioulIy ob- 
ferved, that the word archer is introduced by Ho- 
mer * as a term of contempt. ^^ Such contempt 
might perhaps be due to the naked youths who 
appeared on foot in the fields of Troy, and, 
lurking behind a tomb-done, or the fhield of a 






^ See the preiace of Procopius. The enemies of archery might quote the 
reproaches of Diomede (Iliad. A. 3S5, Sec.) and the permittere vulnera 
ventis of Lucan (viiu j^^*) t yet the Romans could not defpife the arrows 
of the Part;,hians; and in thefiege of Troy, Pandartt8> Parls> and Teuccr, 
pierced thofc haughty warriors who infulted them as women or children. 

M 3 . « friend. 
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Chap. <« friend, drew the bow-ftring to their bread % 



xu. 






" and difmiffed a feeble and lifelefs arrow. But 
" our atchers (purfues the hiftorian) are mounted 
oix borfes, which they manage with admirable 
ikill ; their head and (houlders are protcfted by 
" a calk or butkler ; they wear greaves of iron on 
** their legs, and their bodies are guarded by a coat 
" of mail. On their right fide hangs a quiver, a 
** fword on their left, and their hand isaccuftonicd 
** to wield a lance or javelin in defer combats 
*' Their bows are ftrong and weighty ; they (hoot* 
*^ in every poffible direftion, advancing, retreating^ 
" to the front, to the rear, or to either flank j 
^^ and as they are taught to draw the bow«-ftring 
" not to the breaft, but to the right ear, firm in- 
" deed muft be the armour that can refift the ra- 
" pid violence of their Ihaft." Five hundred 
tranfports, navigated by twenty thoufand mariners 
of Egypt, Cilicia, and Ionia, were colledled tn the 
harbour of Conftantinople- The fmalleft of thefe 
veflels 'may be computed at thirty, the largeft at 
five hundred tons ; and the fair average will fupply, 
an allowance, liberal, but not profufe^ of about 
one hundred thoufand tons '% for the reception of 

thirty- 

9 N^ypnv /xsy j^a^w 'TnXcccrvtf Tof w ^£ criJr,poy (Iliad. A. i2'j.) How con- 
clfe — liowjuft — how beautiful is the whole pidlure! I fee the attitudes of 
the archer—-! hear the twanging of the bow : 

. >o The text appears to allow for the largeft veffels 50,000 mecUmnl, or 
3000 Wns (fincc the medlmnus weighed 160 Roman, dr 120 averdupols, 
pounds). •! have given a more rational interpretation, by fuppofing thac the 
Attic Ayle of Procopius conceals the legal and popular moJius, a Hxth part of 
the medimnus (Hooper*s Ancient Meafures, pi 152, &c.)* A contrary, and 

5 indeed 
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thirty-five tHoufand foldiers add failofs, of five c tt a p. 
thoufand horfes, of arms, engines, and military '_^^ A_' 
ftores, and of a fufEcient flock of watet and pro- 
vifions fbr a voyage, perhaps, of three months. 
The proud gallifes, which in former ages fwept the 
Mediterranean with fo many hundred oars, had 
long fince difappeared ; and the fleet of Juftinian 
was efcorted only by ninety-two light brigamines, 
covered from the miflile weapons of the enemy, 
and rowed by two thoufand of the brave and robuft 
youth of Conftantinople. Twenty-two generals are 
named, moft of whom were afterwards diftin- 
guiflied in the wars of Africa and Italy : but the 
fupreme command, both by land and fea, was de- 
legated to Belifarius alone, with a boundlefs power 
of afling according to his difcretion as if the em- 
peror himfelf were prefent. The feparation of the 
naval and military profeflions is at once the efFeft 
ahd the caufe of the modern improvements in the 
fcience of navigation and maritime war. 

In the feventh year of the reign of Juftinian, Departure 
and about the time of the fummer folftice, the a. a 533'/ 
whole fleet of fix hundred fliips was ranged in J" 
martial pomp before the gardens of the palace. 
The patriarch pronounced his benediftion, the 
emperor fignified his laft commands, the general's 
trumpet gave the fignal of departure, and every 
heart, according to its fears or wiflies, explored 

indeed a ftranger midake, has crept Into an oration of DInarchus (contra 
Dviioilhenem, in R«r0ce Orator. Griec. tom< iv. P. ii. p. 34). By reducing 
the ttumher oi (hipji from 500 to 50, and tranflating /xsd»/xyo* by mints, or 
pounds, Coufin has generoufly allowed 500 tons for the whole of thcilm- 
pciial fleet '.—Did he never tliink ? 

M 4 wit^ 
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CHAP, vidth anxious curiofity the omens of misfortune and 
fuccefs. The firft halt was made at Perimhus or 
Heraclea, where Belifarius waited five days to re* 
ceive fome Thracian horfes, a military gift of his 
fovereign. From thence the fleet purfued their 
courfe throujgh the midft of the Propontis j but as 
they ftruggled to pafs the ftreights of the Heile- 
fpont, an unfavourable wind detamed them four 
days at Abydus, where the general exhibited a 
memorable leflbn of firmnefs and feverity. Two. 
of the Huns, who in a drunken quarrel h^ flain 
one of their fellow-foldiers, were inftantly fhewn to 
the army fufpended on a lofty gibbet. The na- 
tional indignity was refented by their country mea,, 
who difclaimed the fervilc laws of the empire, and 
afTerted the free privilege of Scythia, where a fmall 
jBne was allowed to expiate the hafly fallies of in- 
temperance and anger. Their complaints were 
fpecious, their clamours were loud, and the Ro- 
mans were not averfe to the example of diforder 
and impunity. But the rifing fedition.Was ap- 
peafed by the authority and eloquence of the ge*' 
nerai : and he reprefented to the.alTembled: troops 
the obligation of juflice^ the importance of dtfci* 
pline, the rewards of piety and, virtue, aiid the \mr 
pardonable guilt of murder, which, in his^appre* 
henixon, was aggravated rather than excufed by tha 
vice of intoxication '\ In tb^ navigation froia 
the Hellefpont to Peloponnefus, which the Greeks^ 

XI I have read of a Greek legiflator, who infliacd a dwBli penakjr oii«he 
crimes committed in a (tate of intoxication : bfit it icemi agreed that this 
waA-athera policicai than a moral law* 

6: after 
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after the fiege of Troy, had performed in four chap. 
days *% the fleet of Belifarius was guided in their 
courfe by his mafter-galley, confpicuous in the day 
by the rednefs of the fails, and in the night by the 
torches blazing from the maft-head. It was the 
duty of the pilots, as they fteered between the 
iflands, and turned the capes of Malea and Tasna- 
rium, to prefer ve the juft order and regular inter- 
vals of fuch a multitude of (hips; as the wind 
was fair and moderate, their labours were not, 
unfuccefsful, and the troops were fafely difembarked 
at Methone on the Meflenian coaft^ to repofe them* 
felves for a while after the fatigues of the fea. In 
this place they experienced how avarice, invefted 
with authority, may fport with the lives of thou- 
fands which are bravely expofed for the public fer- 
vice. According to military praftice, the bread or 
bifcuit of the Romans was twice prepared in the 
oven, and a diminution of one-fourth was cheer- 
fully allowed for the lofs of weight. To gain 
this miferable profit, and td fave the expence of 
wood,, the prasfefl John of Cappadocia had given 
orders that the flour fliould be flightly baked by 
the fame fire which warmed the baths of Conftan- 
tinople : and when the facks were opened, a fofc 
and ntouldy .paile was diftributed to the army. 
Such unwhblefome food, alfifted by the heat of the 
climate and feafon, foon produced an epidemical 

la Or even in three days, fince they sochored the firft evening; in tK« 
neighbouring ide of Tenedos : the fccond day they failed to Lcfbos, the 
third to the promontory of Eubcea, and on the fourth they reached Argos 
(Homer, OdyffT. 130 — 183. Wood's Effay on Homer, p. 40— 46.)? A 
pirate failed from the Hellcfpont to the feaporc ,at Sparta in three days. 
(XenOphoD^ Hellen. 1. 11: c. i.)< 

difeafe, 
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CHAP, difeafe, which fwept away five hundred foldier^* 
ITieir heahh was reftored by the diligence of Beli- 
fariusy who , provided frefh bread at Methone, 
and boldly exprefled his jufl and humane indigna-" 
tion : the emperor heard his complaint ; the 
general was praifed ; but the minifter was not pu- 
niflied. From the port of Methone, the pilots fteered 
along the weftern coaft of Peloponnefus, as far as 
the ifle of Zacynthus or Zant, before they under- 
took the voyage (in their eyes a moft arduous 
voyage) of one hundred leagues over the Ionian 
fea. As the fleet was furprifed by a calm, fixteen 
days were confumed in the flow navigation ; and 
even the general would have fuffered the intole- 
rable hardfliip of third, if the ingenuity of Anto- 
nina had not preferved the water in glafs bottles, 
which (he buried deep in the fand in a part of the 
ihip impervious to the rays of the fun. At length 
the harbour of Caucana'% on the fouthern fide' 
of Sicily, afforded a fecure and hofpitable flielter. 
The Gothic officers who governed the ifland in the 
name of the daughter and grandfon of Theddoric, 
obeyed their imprudent orders, to receive the 
^ troops of Juftinian like friends and allies : provi- 
fions were liberally fupplied, the cavalry was 
remounted '*, and Procopius ibon returned from 
3yracufe with correft information of the ftate and 

- 1} Caucana, near Camarina, is at lead 50 miles (350 cr 400 ftadia) from 
Syracufe (Cluver, Sicilia Antiqua, p. 191.). 

14 Procopius, Gothic. 1. i. c, 3. Tibi toUit hinnitum apta quadrigis 
equa, in the Sicilian paftures of Grofphus (Horat. Carm. ii. i6.)- Acragas 
.... magnanimum quondam generator cquorum (Virg. i^neid. iii. 704.^ • 
Thett)'s hoifes, whofe viftorics arc immortalized by Pindar, were bred in 
ti3i$ country. 

defigns 
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fleflgns of the Vandals. ' His intelligence deter- ^ ^ 
mined Belifarius to haften his operations, and his 
wife impatience was feconded by the winds. The 
fleet loft fight of Sicily, paffed before the ifle of 
Malta, difcovered the capes of Africa, ran along 
the coaft with a ftrong gale from the north-eaft, 
and finally caft anchor at the promontory of 
Caput Vjfda, about five days journey to the fouth 
of Carthage '^ 

If Gelinier had been informed of the approach ^n^?o!l'th« 
of the enemy, he muft have delayed the conqueft coaft of 
of Sardinia, for the immediate defence of his per- September. 
fon and kingdom. A detachment of five thou- 
fand foldiers, and one hundred and twenty gallics, 
would have joined the remaining forces of the 
Vandals; and the defcendant of Genferic might 
have furprifed and opprefled a fleet of deep-ladeil 
tranfports incapable of aftion, and of light bri- 
gantines that feemed only qualified for flight. Be- 
lifarius had fecrefly trembled when he overheard 
his foldiers, in the paffage, emboldening each 
other to confefs their apprehenfions : if they were 
once on fliore, they hoped to maintain the 
honour of their arms ; but if they fliould be 
attacked at fea, they did not blufli to acknowledge 
that they wanted courage to contend at the fame 
time with the winds, the waves, and the Bar. 
barians *^ ' The knowledge of their fentiments 

15 The Caput vada of Procoplus (where Juftinlan afterwards founded a 
city— de Edific. K vl. c. 6.) is the prouiontcry of Ammotiin Strabo, the 
Brachodes of Ptolemy, the Capaudia of the moderns, a long narrow flip that 
runs into the fea (Shawns Travels, p. iii.), 

x6 A centurion of Mark Antony expreffed, though in a more manly 
ftrain, the feme diflike to the fea and to naval coiriU&ts (Plutarch in An* 
tonio, p. 1730. edit. Hl-n. StephJ. 

decided 
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CRAP, decided Belifarius to feize the^ firft opportunity of 
landing tbem on the coaft of Africa} and he 
prudently rfejeSed, in a council of war, the * pro- 
pofal of failing with the fleet and army into the 
port of Carthage. Three months after their 
departure from Conftantinople, the men and horfes^ 
the arms and military (lores, were fafely difem- 
barked^ and five foldiers were left as a guard on 
board each of the fhips, which were difpofed in' 
the form of a femicircle. The remainder of the 
troops occupied a camp on the fea-(hore, which 
they fortified, according to ancient difcipline^ 
with a ditch and rampart ; and the difcovery of 
a fource of frefh water, while it allayed the third, 
excited the fuperflitious confidence, of the Row 
mans^ The next • morning, fome of the neigh* 
bouring gardens were pillaged ; and Belifarius^ 
after chailifmg the offenders, embraced the flight 
occalion, but the dedlive moment,' of inculcating 
the maxims of juftice, moderation, and genuine 
policy. " When I firft accepted the commiflion 
*^ of fubduing Africa, I depended much lefs," 
faid the general, " on the numbers, or even the 
bravery, of my troops, than upon the friendly 
difpofition of the natives, and their immortal 
hatred to the Vandals. You atone can deprive 
*^ me of this hope : if you continue to extort by 
** rapine what might be purcbafed for a little 
*' money, fuch afts of violence will reconcile 
** thefe implacable enemies, and unite them in a 
*'juft and holy league againft the invaders of 
** their country.'* Thefe exhortations were en- 
forced by a rigid difcipline, of which the foldiers 

them« 
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thcmfelves foon felt and praifed the falutary effefls. chap. 
The inhabitants, inftead of deferting their houfeg, 
or hiding their corn, fuppUed the Romans witn a 
fair and .liberal market : the civil officers of the 
province continued to exercife their functions in 
the name of Juftinian ; and the clergy, from 
motives of confcience and inter eft, affiduouily 
laboured to promote the caufe of a Catholic em- 
peror. The fmall town of SuUedte '% one day's 
journey from the camp, had the honour of being 
foremoft to open her gates, and to refume her 
ancient allegiance : the larger cities of Leptis and 
Adrumetum imitated the example of loyalty as 
foon as Belifarius appeared; and he advanced 
without oppoiition as ^ar as GrafTe, a palace of 
the Vandal kings, at the diftance of fifty miles 
from Carthage". The weary Romans indulged 
themfelves in the refrefhment of ihady groves, 
cool fountains, and delicious fruits ; and the pre* 
ference which Procopius allows to thefe gardens 
over any that he had feen, either in the Eafl: or 
Wefl, may be afcribed either to the tafte or the 
£uigue of the hifloriah. In three generations 
profperity and a warm climate had diifolved the 
^ hardy virtue of the Vandals, who infenfibly 
became the moft luxurious of mankind. In their 
villas and gardens, which jfnight deferve the Per? 

>7 Sulle6le is perhaps the Turri Hanniballs, an old building, now as large 
as the Tower of London. The march of Betifarius to Leptis, Adrumetum, 
&€• is iiluftrated by the campaign of Caefar (Hirtius/de Betio Africano, with 
the Analyfcof Guichardt), and Sii^w*« Travels ^p. 105—113!) in the fame 
country. 

Can 
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CHAP. Can name of paradif^ '% they enjoyed a cool and 
v-i^.-^ elegant repofe ; and, after the daily ufe of ,the 
bath, the Barbarians were feated at a table profiifely 
fpread with the delicacies of the land and fea. 
Their filken robes, loofely flowing after the 
fafliion of the Medes, were embroidered with gold : 
love and hunting were the labours of their life, 
and their vacant hours were amufed by panto- 
mimes, chariot-races, and the mufic and dances 
of the theatre. 
Defeats the In a march of ten or twelve days, the vigilance 
firft battle, of Belifarius was conftantly awake and aftive 
• againfl; his unfeen enemies, by whom in every 
place, and at every hour, he might be fuddenly 
attacked. An officer of confidence and merit, 
John the Armenian, led the vanguard of three 
hundred horfe; fix hundred Maflagei« covered 
at a certain diftance the left flank ; and the whole 
fleet fleering along the coafl:, feldom loft fight 
of the army, which moved each day about twelve 
miles, and lodged in the evening in ftrong camps, 
or in friendly towns. The near approach of the 
Romans to Carthage filled the mind of Gelimer 
with anxiety and terror. He prudently wiflied to 
protrafl: the war till his brother, with his veteran 
troops, fliould return from the conqueft of Sar^ 
diniaj and he now lamented. the rafli policy of 

*' na^aosicroff xaXXifOi dirocvruv m m^u^ kr/xsv. The paradlfes, a 
name and fafhion adopted from Perfia, may be reprefented by the royal gar- 
den of Ifpahan (Voyage d'Olearius, p. 774. ). See, in the Greek romances^ 
their mofi perte^ rnode^ (Longusj PaidoraU 1* iv» p. 99— 'loi* A^hi^es 
Tacius, 1. L p« 22> zji). 

his 
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hia anceftors, who, by deftroymg the fortifica- 
tions of Africa, had left hiin only the dangerous 
refource of rifking a battle in the neighbourhood 
of his capital. The Vandal conquerors, from 
their original number of fifty thoufand, were mul- 
tiplied, without including their women and child- 
ren, to one hundred and fixty thoufand fighting 
men : and fuch forces, aniniated with valour and 
union, might have cruflied, at their firft landing, 
the feeble and exhaufted bands of the Roman 
general. But the friends of the captive king were 
more inclined to accept the invitations, than to 
refift the progrefs, of Belifarius ; and many a 
proud Barbarian difguifed his averfion to war 
under the more fpecious name of his hatred to the 
ufurper. Yet the authority and promifes of Geli- 
mer coUeSed a formidable army, and his plans 
were concerted with fome degree of military {kilU 
An order was difpatched to his brother Ammatas, 
to colled all the forces of Carthage, and to en- 
counter the van of the Roman army at the dif- 
tance of ten miles from the city : his nephew 
Gibamund, with two thoufand horfe, was def- 
tined to attack their left, when the monarch him- 
felf, who filently followed, fhould charge their 
rear, in a fituation which excluded them from the 
aid or even the view of their fleet. But the rafh- 
nefs of Ammatas was fatal to himfelf and his 
country. He anticipated the hour of attack, 
outftripped his tardy followers, and was pierced 
with a mortal wound, after he had flain with his 
own hand twelve of his boldeft antagonifts. His 
Vandals fled to Carthage;' the highway, almoft 
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CHAP, ten miles, was (Irewed with dead bodies ; and it 

XLI • • 

feemed incredible that fuch multitudes could be 
flaughtered by the fwords of three hundred Ro- 
mans. The nephew of Gelimer was defeated 
after a flight combat by the fix hundred Maffa- 
getae : they did not equal the third part of his 
numbers ; but each Scythian was fired by the 
example of his chief, who glorioufly exerclfed the 
privilege of his family, by riding foremoft and 
alone to (hoot the firft arrow againft the enemy. 
In the meanwhile, Gelimer himfelf, ignorant of 
the event, and mifguided by the windings of the 
hills, inadvertently paiTed the Roman army, and 
reached the fcene of aftion where Ammatas had 
fallen. He wept the fate of his brother and of 
Carthage, charged with irrefiftibl^ fury the ad- 
vancing fquadrcns, and might have purfued, and 
perhaps decided the vidory, if he had not wafted 
thofe ineftimable moments in the difcharge of a 
vain, though pious, duty to the dead. While his 
fpirit was broken by this mournful office, he heard 
the trumpet of Belifarius, who leaving Antonina 
and his infantry in the camp, prefTed forwards 
with his guards and the remainder of the cavalry 
to rally his flying troops, and to reftore the for- 
tune of the day. Much room could not be found 
in this diforderly battle for the talents of a 
general ; but the king fled before the hero ; and 
the Vandals, accuftomed only to a Moorifli enemy, 
V^ere incapable of withflanding the arms and dif- 
cipline of the Romans. Gelimer retired with 
bafty fteps towards the defert of Numidia ; but 
he had fooxx the confolation of learning that bis 

private * 
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private orylers for the execution of Hilderic and chap. 
his captive friends had been faithfully obeyed. v^.^^v^ 
The tyrant^s revenge was ufeful only to his 
enemies. The death of a lawful prince excited 
the compaflion of his people ; his life might have 
perpfexed the victorious Romans; and. the lieu-^ 
tenant of Juftinian, by a crime of which he was 
innocent, was relieved from the painful alterna- ' 
tive of forfeiting his honour or rellnquifhing his 
conquefts. 

Asfoon as the -tumult had fubfided^ the feveral Reduf^ion 
parts of the army informed each other of the A.^^533^* 
accidents of the day; and Belifarius pitched his Sept. 15. 
camp on the field of victory, to which the tenth 
mile-ftone from Carthage had applied the Latin 
appellation of decimus. From a wife fufpicioa of 
the flratagems and refources of the Vandals, he 
marched the next day in order of battle, halted 
in the evening before the gates of Carthage, and 
alk)wed a night of repofe, , that he might not, in 
darknefs and diforder, expofe the city to the li^ 
cenfe of the foldiers, or the foFdiers themfelves to 
tile fecret ambufli of the city. But as the fears 
of Beli&rius were the refult of calm and intrepid 
reafon, he was foon fatisfied that he might con- 
fide, withftut danger, in the peaceful and friendly v 
afpeft . of the capital. Carthage blazed with in- . 
numerable torches, the fignals of the public joy ; 
the chain was removed that guarded the entrance 
of the port ; the gates were thrown open, and 
the people, with acclamations of gratitude, hailed 
and invited their Roman deliverers. The defeat 
of the Vandals, and the freedom of Africa, were 
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CHAP, announced to the city on the eve of St. Cyprian, 
when the churches were already adorned and illu- 
minated for the feftival of the martyr, whom 
three centuries of fuperftition had almoft raifed to 
a local deity. The Arians, confcious that their 
reign had expired, refigned the temple to the Ca- 
tholics, who refcued their faint from profane 
hands, performed the holy rites, and loudly pro- 
claimed the creed of Athanafius and Juftinian. 
One awful hour reverfed the fortunes of the con- 
tending parties. The fuppliant Vandals, who had 
fo lately indulged the vices of conquerors, fought 
an humble refuge in the fanftuary of the church; 
while the merchants of the Eaft were delivered 
from the deepeft dungeon of the palace by their 
affrighted keeper, who implored the proteftion 
of his captives, and (hewed them, through an 
aperture in the wall, the fails of the Roman^eet. 
After their feparation from the army, the naval 
commanders had proceeded with flow caution 
along the coaft, till they reached the Hermasan 
promontory, and obtained the firft intelligence of 
the viftory of Belifarius. Faithful to his ii>- 
ftruftions, they would have caft anchor about 
twenty miles from Carthage, if the more ikilful 
feamen had not reprefented the perils of the ihore, 
and the figns of an impending tempeft. Still 
ignorant of the revolution, they declined, how- 
ever, the rafh attempt of forcing the chain of the 
port ; and the adjacent harbour and fuburb 'of 
Mandracium were infulted only by the rapine of 
a private officer who difobeyed and deferted his 
leaders. But the Imperial fleet, advancing with 
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OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 179 

a fair wirid, fleered through the narrow entrance chap. 
of the Goletta, and occupied in the deep and ca- 
pacious lake of Tunis a fecure ftation about five 
miles from the capital '^. No fooner was Beli- 
farius informed of their arrival, than he difpatched 
orders that the greateft part of the mariners 
fliould be immediately landed to join the triumph, 
and to fwell the apparent numbers of the Ro- 
mans. Before he allowed them to enter the gates 
of Carthage, he exhorted them, in a difcourfe 
worthy of himfelf and the occafion, not to dif- 
grace the glory of their arms ; and to remember 
that the Vandals had been the tyrants, but that 
they were the deliverers of the Africans, who muft 
now be refpefted as the voluntary and afFeftionate 
fubjedls of their common fovereign. The Ro- 
mans marched through the ftreets in clofe ranks, 
prepared for battle if an enemy had appeared; 
the ft rift order maintained by the general im- 
printed on their minds the duty of obedience ; and 
in an age in which cuftom and impttnity al- 
moft fanftified the abufe of conqueft, the genius 
of one man repreflfed the paflions of a viftorious 
army. The voice of menace and complaint was 
filent ; the trade of Carthage was not interrupted ; 
while Africa changed her mafter and her govern- 

19 The neighbourhood of Carthage, the fea, the land, and the rivers, are 

changed almoin as much as the works of man. The lAhmus^ cr neck, of 

the city is now confounded with the continent: the harbour is a dry plain ; 

and the lake, or fiagnum, no more than a morafs, with fix or feven feet 

water in ihe nud-channel. See d'Anvilie (Geographic Anci<imc, tom.iii* 

p. Sz.), Shaw (Travels, p. 77— S4.), Marmol (Defcription de rAfhque, 

com. ii' p< 465.}, and Thuaaus (Iviii. 12. tvm. ill. p, 334.)* 

» 
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CHAP, mcnti the fliops continued open and bufy; and 
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the foldiers, after fufGcient guards had beenpofted^ 
modeftly departed to the houfes which were al- 
lotted for their reception. Belifarius fixed his 
refidence . in the palace ; feated himfelf on the 
throne of Genferic ; accepted and diftributed the 
Barbaric fpoil ; granted their lives to the fup- 
pliant Vandals; and laboured to repair the da- 
mage which the fuburb of 'Mandracium had fuf- 
tained in the preceding night. At fupper he 
entertained his ptincipal officers with the form 
and . magnificence of a royal banquet **• The 
viftor was refpeAfuUy ferved by the captive offi- 
cers of the houfehold; and in the moments of 
feftivity, when the impartial fpeflators applauded 
the fortune and merit of Belifarius, his envious 
flatterers fecretly fhed their venom on every wwd 
and geflure which might alarm the fufpicions of 
a jealous monarch. One day was given to thefe 
pompous fcenes, which may not be defpifed as 
ufelefs, if they attrafted the popular veners^tion; 
but the aftive mind of Belifarius, which in the 
pride of viftory could fuppofe a defeat, had iad- 
ready refolved, that the Roman empire in Africa 
fliould. not depend on. the chance of arms, or the 
favour of the people. The fortifications of Car- 
thage had alone been exempted from the general . 
profcription ; but in the reign of ninety-five years 
they were fuffered to decay by the thoughtlefs 

' 3^0 From Delphi, the name of Ddphtcum was given, both in Creek and 
Latin, to a tripod ; and, by an eafy analogy, the fame appellation was ex- 
tended at Rome, Conftantindple^ and Carthage^ to the fx>yal banquetinj^ 
room (Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c. ti* Ducange, • Giofl^ Ctmc, p> 277* 

/^iX(fi\0Vf ad Alcxiad. p. 412,), 

and 
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and indolent Vandals. A wifer conqueror re- chap. 
ftored with incredible difpatch the walls and s-,^,,^ 
ditches of the city. His liberality encouraged 
the workmen ; the foldiers, the mariners, and 
the citizens, vied with each other in the falutary 
labour ; and Gelimer, who had feared to truft his 
perfon in an open town, beheld with aftonifiiment 
and defpair the rifing ftrengtb of an impregnable 
fortrefs. 

That unfortunate monarch, after the lofs of his ^'^nai defeat 
capital, applied himfelf to coUeft the remains of and the 
an army fcattered, rather than deftroyed, by the I*i).^533. 
preceding battle; and the hopes of pillage at- November. 
traded fomc Moorifli bands to the ftandard of 
Gelimer. He encamped in the fields of Bulla, 
four days journey from Carthage ; infulted the 
capital, which he deprived of the uk of an aque- 
duct; propofed an high reward for the head of 
every Roman ; afFefted to fpare the perfons and 
property of his African fubjefts, and fecretly ne- 
gotiated with the Arian fedaries and the con- 
federate Hutis. Under thefe cifcumftances, the 
conqueft of Sardinia ferved only to aggravate his 
diftrefs : he reflefted with the deepeft anguifli, 
that he had wafted, in that ufelefs enterprife, five 
thoufand of his braveft troops ; and he read, with 
grief and (hame, the viftorious letters of his bro- 
ther Zano, who expreffed a fanguine confidence 
that the king, after the example of their an- 
ceftors, had already chaftifed the raflmefs of the 
Roman invader* " Alas ! my brother,** replied 
Gelimer, " Heaven has declared againft our un- ' 
*^ happy nation. While you have fubdued Sar- 

N 3 " dinia. 
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e H A p. *« dinia, we have loft Africa. No fooner did 
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** Belifirius appear with a handful of foldiers, 
•** than courage and profperity deferred the caufe 
^* of the Vandals. Your nephew Gibamund, your 
" brother Ammatas, have been betrayed to death 
** by the cowardice of their followers. Our 
*^ horfes, our (hips, Carthage itfelf, and all Afri- 
^' ca, are in the power of the enemy. Yet 
** the Vandals ftill prefer an ignominious repofe, 
^* at the expence of their wives and children, 
^* their wealth and liberty. Nothing now re-- 
^* mains, except the field of Bulla, and the hope 
" of your valour. Abandon Sardinia; fly to our 
'' relief; reftore our empire, or perifli by our 
^^ fide.'* On the receipt of this epiftle, Zano 
imparted his grief to the principal Vandals ; but 
the intelligence was prudently concealed from the 
natives of the ifland. The troops embarked in 
one hundred and twenty gallies at the port of 
Cagliari, cafl: anchor the third c'ay on the con- 
fines of Mauritania, and haftily purfued their 
march to join the royal ftandard in the camp of 
Bulla. Mournful was the interview ; the two 
brothers embraced; they wept in filence; no 
queftions were alked of the Sardinian vidlory ; 
no inquiries were made of the African misfor- 
tunes : they faw before their eyes the whole ex- 
tent of their calamities ; and the abfence of their 
wives and children afforded a melancholy proof, 
that either death or captivity had been their lot. 
The languid fpirit of the Vandals was at length 
.awakened and united >y the entreaties of their 
king, th^ example pf Zano, and' the' inftant 

dangey 
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danger which threatened their monarchy and re* C h a p. 
ligion. The military ftrength of the nation ad- 
vanced to battle; and fuch was the rapid increafe,, 
that, before, their army reached Tricanieron, about 
twenty miles from Carthage, they might boaft, 
perhaps with fome exaggeration, that they ifur- 
pafTed, in a tenfold proportion, the diminutive 
powers of the Romans. But thefe powers were 
under the command of Belifarius; and, as he 
was confcious of their fuperier merit, he per- 
mitted the Barbarians to furprife him at an un* 
feafonable hour. The Romans were inftantly 
under arms : a rivulet covered their front; the 
cavalry formed the firft line, which Belifarius 
fupported in the centre, at the head of five hun- 
dred guards ; the infantry, at fome diftance, was 
pofted in the fecond line ; and the vigilance of 
the general watched the feparate (lation and am? 
biguous faith of the Maffagetjas, who fecretly re- 
ferved their aid for the conquerors* The hiftorian 
has inferted, and the ^ reader may eafily fupply, 
the fpeeches " of the commanders, who, by ar» 
guments the mod appofite to their fituation, in- 
culcated the importance of vidory and the con- 
tempt of life, Zano, with the troops which had 
followed him to the conqueft of Sardinia, was 
placed in the centre ; and the throne of Genferic 
might have flood, if the multitude of Vandals 
had imitated their intrepid refolution. Cafting 
^way their lances and miflile weapons, they drew 



^i Theie orations al x^aysexprefs the fenfe cf thclimes, and fometimes of 
tb^ adtors^ I have condcnfed that fenfc, and thrown away dedamation. 
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their fwords, and expefted the charge : the Rd- 
man cavalry thrice piaffed the rivulet ; they were 
thrice repulfed ; and the conflift was firmly main- 
tained, till Zano fell, and the ftandard of Bell** 
farius was difplayed. Gelimer retreated to his 
camp ; the Huns joined the purfuit ; and the 
vidors defpoiled the bodies of the flain. Yet 
no more than fifty Romans, and eight hundred 
Vandals, were found on the field of battle 5 ^fo 
inconfiderable was the carnage of a day, which 
extiDguiflied a nation, and transferred the empiric 
of Africa. In the evening, Belifarius .led his in- 
fantry to the attack of the camp ; and the pufil- 
lanimous flight of Gelimer expofed the vanity of 
his recent declarations, that, to the vanquiflied, 
death was a relief, life a burthen, and infamy the 
only objed: of terror. His departure was fecret ; 
but as foon as the Vandals difcovered that their 
king had deferted them, -they haftily difperfed, 
anxious only for their perfonal fafety, and carelefs 
of every objefl: that is dear or Valuable to man- 
kind. The Romans entered the camp without 
refiftance ; and the wildeft fcenes of diforder were 
vdled in the darknefs and confufion of the night. 
Every Barbarian who met their fwords was in* 
humanly maflacred ; their widows and daughters^ 

as rich heirs, or beautiful concubines, were em-? 

. • ' 

braced by the licentious foldiers ; and avarice 'it- 
fdf was almofl: fatiated virith the treafures of gold 
and fiiver, the accumulated fruits of conqueft or 
oeconomy in a long period of profperity and 
peace. In this frantic feafch, the troops even of 
Belifarius forgot th^ir caution and reipeft. In- 
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toxicated with luft and rapine, they explored men a.p.- 
ftnall parties, or alone, the adjacent fields, the 
woods, the rocks, and the caverns, that might 
pofGbly conceal any defirable prize : laden with 
booty, they deferted their ranks, and wandered, 
without a guide, on the high road to Carthage ; 
and if the flying enemies had dared to return, 
very few of the conquerors would have efcaped. 
Deeply fenfible of the difgrace and danger, Beli- 
larius pafled an apprehenfive night on the field of 
victory ; at the dawn of day, he planted hig 
ftandard on a hill, recalled his guards and ve- 
terans, and gradually reftored the modefty and 
obedience of the camp. It was equally the con-* 
Cera of the Roman general to fubdue the hoftile, 
^nd to fave the proftrate Barharhh : and the fup-» 
pliant Vandals, who coul^ be found only in 
churches, were protefted by his authority, dit 
armed, and feparately confined, that they might 
neither difturb the public peace, nor become the 
viftims of popular revenge. After difpatching a 
light detachment to tread the footfteps of Gel\- 
mer, he advanced with his whole army, about 
ten days march, as far as Hippo Regius, which 
no longer poffeffed the relics of St. Auguftin *% 

The 



*» The relics of St. Au'guflin were carried by the African bifhops to their 
S>rdlnian exile (A. D. soc) ; and it was l)elievcd in the viiith century, that 
Itutprand, king of the Lombards, tranfportcd them (A. D. 711.) from Sar- . 
dlnia to Pavia. In the year 1695, ^^^ Auguftan friars of that chy found a 
brick arch, marble coffin, filvcr cafe, filk wrapper, bones, blood, &c and 
perhaps an infcription of Agofllao in Gothic letters. But this ufeful difco- 
very has been difputed by reafon and jealoufy (Baronius, Anna). A. D. 725, 
No. a-<-9. Tillemont, Mem. Ecclef. tpm..xiii. p. 944. Montfaucon» 

PUrium 
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CHAP. The feafon, and the certain intelligence that the 
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s.^,*-.,,-^^ Vandal had fled ro the inacceflible country of the 
Moors, determined Belifarius to reh'nquifli the 
vain purfuit, and to fix his winter quarters at 
Carthage. From thence he difpatched his prin- 
cipal lieutenant, to inform the emperor, that, in 
the fpace of three months, he had atchieved the 
conqueft of Africa. 
CofMivcHof Belifarius fpoke the language of truth. The 
BtSiis, furviving Vandals yielded, without refiftance, 
^ ^' 5S4- |.j^gjj. 3i.j^g ^j;j J ii^qIy freedom : the neighbourhood 

of Carthage fubmitted to his prefence ; and the 
more diftant provinces were fuccefiively fubdued 
by the report of his victory. Tripoli was con- 
firmed in her voluntary allegiance ; Sardinia and 
Corfica furrendered to an officer, who carried. 
inflead of a fword, the head of the valiant Zano ; 
and the ifles of Majorca, lyiinorca, and Yvica, 
confented to remain an humble appendage of the 
African kingdom. Csefarea, a royal city, which 
in loofer geography may be confounded with the 
modern Algiers, was fituate thirty days march 
to the weft ward of Carthage : by land, the road 
was infefted by the Moors ; but' the fea was open, 
and the Romans were now matters of the fea* 
An aftive' and difcreet tribune failed as far as the 
Streights, where he occupied Septenx or Ceuta *% 



piarium Ital. p. 26 — 30. Muratori, Antlq. ItaU M^tiii iSvi, tom. v. 
dilfftft. Iviii- p. 9. whu had compofed a feparate treatifc before the decree of 
the biHiop of FavJa, and Pope Benedi^ XUI.). 

aj TctTrj^- TrcXiTHxc :r^ociuia, [$ the exprcfBon of Procoplus (de EdifiCf 
I. vi. c. 7.). Ccuta, which ha& bten defa^efi b/ tiie Poitugucfc, flourished io 

nobler 
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which rlfes oppoHte to Gibraltar on the African chap. 
coaft : that remote place was afterwards adorned 
and fortified by Juftinian ; and he feems to have 
indulged the vain ambition of extending his em- 
pire to the columns of Hercules. He received 
the meffcngers of viftory at the time when he 
was preparing to publifli the pandefl:s of the 
Roman law ; and the devout or jealous emperor 
celebrated the divine goodhefs, and confeffed, in 
filence, the merit of his fuccefsful general **. Im- 
patient to aboli/h the temporal and fpiritual 
tyranny of the Vandals, he proceeded, without 
delay, to the full eftablifhment of the Catholic 
church. Her jurifdidion, wealth, and immu* 
nities, perhaps the moft effential part of epif- 
copal religion, werereftored and amplified with a 
liberal hand ; the Arian worfhip was fupprefled ; 
the - Donatifl: meetings were profcribed '^ ; and 
the fynod of Carthage, by the voice of two hun-p 
dred and feventeen bifhops *^ applauded the juft 
meafure of pious retaliation. On fuch an oc- 
cafion, it may not be prefumed,- that many 

Doblcs and palaces, in agriciilturc and manufaftures, under the more pro- 
fperous reign of the Arabs (TAfrique de Marmol, torn. ii. p. sr^e.)* 

»4 See the fecond and third preambles to the Digeft, or PandeSs, pro- 
mulgated A, D. 533, December 16. To the titles of yandalkus and ^fri- 
canus, }uilinlan, or rather Belifarius, had acquired a jud claim: Coihicut 
was premature, and Frnndcus falfe, and offenfive to a great nation. 

*5 See the original ads in Baronius (A. D. 535, No zi — 54.). The 
emperor applauds his own clemency to the. heretics, cum fufficiat eis 

vlverc. ' / 

*^ Dupin (Geograpli. Sjicr^ Afncana, p. lix. ad Optat. Milev.) obferves 
and bewails this ep fcopal decay. }n the more profperous age of the church, 
he had noticed 690 biHioprics j but however minute were the diocefcs, ic 
is not probable that they all cxiftcd at the fame time, 

c orthodojj 
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CHAP* orthodox prelates were atfcnt ; but the comQara*- 
tive fmallnefs of their number, which in ancient 
councils had been twice or even thrice multiplied, 
moil clearly indicates the decay both of the church 
and ftate. While Juftinian approved himfelf the 
defender of the faith, he entertained an ambitious 
hope, that his viftorious lieutenant would fpeedily 
enlarge the narrow limits of. his dominion to 
the fpace- which they occupied before the invafion 
of the Moors and Vandals ; and Belifarius was 
inftruded to eflabliih five dukes or commanders 
in the convenient ftations of Tripoli, Leptis, 
Cirta, Gaefarea, and Sardinia, and to compute 
the military force of palatines or borderers that 
might be fufficient for the defence of Africa. 
The kingdom of the Vandals was not unworthy 
of the prefence of a Praetorian praefe6t ; and four 
confulars, three prefidents, were appointed to 
admihifter the feven provinces under his civil jurif- 
diaion. The number of their fubordinate officers, 
clerlj:s, meffengers, or affiftants, was minutely ex- 
preffed ; thf ee hundred and ninety-fix for the 
prasfcQ: himfelf, fifty for each of his vicegerents ; 
and the rigid definition of their fees and falaries 
was more efFcftual to confirm the right, than to 
prevent the abufe. Thefe magiftrates might be 
♦ oppreffive, but they were not idle : and the fubtle 
queftions of juftice and revenue were infinitely pro- 
pagated under the new government, which pro- 
fefled to revive the freedom and equity of the 
Roman republic. The conqueror was folicitous 
to exaft a prompt and plentiful fupply from his 

3 African 
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African fubjeds ; and he allowed them to claim, c h a p.' 
even in the third degree, and from the collateral y^^^^ 
line, the houfes and lands of which their families 
had been unjuftly defpoiled by the Vandals. After 
the departure of Belifarius, who afted by an high 
and fpecial commiffion, no ordinary provifion was 
made for a matter-general of the forces ; but the 
office of Praetorian prsefeft was intrufted to a 
foldicr ; the civil and military powers were united, 
according to the praftice of Juftinian, in the chief 
governor ; and the reprefentative of the emperor 
in Africa, as well as in Italy, was foon diftinguiflied 
by the appellation of Exarch *^. 

Yet the conqueft of Africa was imperfeft, till Didrefsand 

f_ r r ' 1 !• • captivity of 

her former lovereign was delivered, either alive Geiimer, 
or dead, into the hands'bf the Romans. Doubtful ~the^^^ 
of the event, Geiimer had given fecret orders that! ^p'^^'^s- 
a part of his treafure (hould be tranfported to 
Spain, where he hoped to find a fecure refuge at 
the court of the king of the* Vifigoths. But 
thcfe intentions were difappointed by accident, 
treachery, and the indefatigable purfuit of his 
enemies, who intercepted his flight from the fea- 
ihore, and chafed the unfortunate monarch, with 
fome faithful followers, to the inacceflible mountain 
of Papua *% in the inland country of Numidia. 



^7 The African laws of Juftinian are illuftrated by his Gcrnnan bip- 
ffiipiier (Cod. 1. i. tit. 27. Novell. 36, 37. 131. Vit, Juftinian, p. 349-^ 

377)- 

■ ** Meant Papua is placed by d'Anvi!lc (tom. iri. p. 92. and Tabul. 
imp. RoAi. Occident.) near Hippo Regius and the fea ; yet rhis'fituation 114 
Agrees with the long pnrfuit beyond Hippo, and the words of procopius 
(1. ii. c. 4.), w To*^ NtfjunJta; £<r;j^aTOK. 

He 
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CHAP. He was immediately befieged by Pharas, an of- 
ficer whofe truth and fobriety were the more ap- 
plauded, as fuch qualities could feldom be found 
among the Heruli, the moft corrupt of the Bar- 
barian tribes. To his vigilance Belifarius had 
eintrufted this important charge ; and, after a bold 
attempt to fcale the mountain, in which he loft an 
hundred and ten foldicrs, Pharas expefted, daring 
a winter fiege, the operation of diftrefs and 
famine on the mind of the Vandal king. From 
the fofteft habits of pleafure, from the unbounded 
command of induftry and wealth, he was re- 
duced to fhare the poverty of the Moors *% fup- 
portable only to themfelves by their ignorance of 
a happier condition. In their rude hovels, of 
mud and hurdles, which confined the fmoke and 
excluded the light, they promifcuoufly flept on 
the ground, perhaps on a iheep-lkin, with their 
wives; their children, and their cattle. Sordid 
and fcanty were^lieir garments; the ufe of bread 
and wine was unknown ; and their oaten or barley 
cakes, imperfeftly baked in the a(hes, were 
devoured almoft in a crude ftate by the hungry 
favages. The health of Gelimer muft have funk 
under thefe ftrange and unwonted hardfliips, from 
whatfoever caufe they bad been endured ; but 
his aftual mifery was embittered by the recollec- 
tion of paft greatnefs, the daily infolence of hi* 
proteftors, and the juft apprehenfion, that the 

*9 Shaw (Travels, p. 220.) moft accurately reppeftnts the manners of 
tilt BecJowecnsand K^ibyles, the laA of whom, by their language, are th* 
rerr.jiatt of ihc Moors ; yet how changed — how civilized are tliefe/modcim 
favages !— provifioQS are plenty among them, and bread is commoo* ' 

light 
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light and venal Moors might be tempted to betray chap. 
the rights of hofpitality. The knowledge of his 
fituation diftated the humane and friendly epifUe 
of Pharas. " Like yourfelf/* faid the chief of 
the Heruli, " I am an illiterate Barbarian, but 
I fpeak the language of plain fenfe, and an 
' honeft heart. Why will you perfift in hopelefs 
'* obflinacy ? Why will you ruin yourfelf, your 
'* family, and nation ? The love of freedom and 
•* abhorrepce of flavery ? Alas ! my deareft, GelL- 
" mer, arc you not already the worft of Haves, 
** ch^ flave of the vile nation of the Moors ? 
" Would It not be preferable to fuftain at Con- 
" ftantinople a life of poverty and fervitude, 
" rather than to reign the undoubted monarch of 
the mountain of Papua ? Do you think it a 
difgrace to be the fubjeft of Juftinian? Beli- 
*^ farius is his fubje£k ; and we ourfelves, whofc 
•^ birth is not inferior to your own, are not 
*^ afhamed of our obedience to the Roman em- 
*^ peror. That generous prince will grant you a 
*' rich inheritance of lands, a place in the fenate, 
*' and the dignity of Patrician : fuch are his 
*' gracious intentions, and you may depend with 
** full affurance on the word of Belifarius. So 
** long as heaven has condemned us to fuffer, 
** patience is a virtue j but if we rejeft the prof- 
fered deliverance, it degenerates into blind and 
flupid defpair," " I am not infenfible,^' re- 
plied the king of the Vandals, " how kind and 
rational is your advice. But I^annot perfuade 
myfelf to become the fiave of an unjuft enemy, 
who has defer ved my implacable hatred. Him 
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c HAP, <« I had never injured either by word or deed : 
" yet he has fent againft me, I know, not from 
" whence, a certain Belifarius, who has caft me 
*^ headlong from the throne into this abyfs of mifery. 
*' Juftinian is a man ; he is a prince ; does he 
*^ not dread for himfelf a fimilar reverfe of for- 
•* tune ? I can write no more : my grief opprefles 
me. Send me, I befeech you, my dear Pha- 
ras, fend me, a lyre ^°, a fpunge, and a loaf of 
" bread." From the Vandal meffenger, Phara's 
was informed qP the motives of this fingular 
requeft. It was long fince the king of Africa had 
tafted bread ; a defluxion had fallen on his eyes, 
•the eSe<5l of fatigue or inceflant weeping ; and he 
wifhed to folace the melancholy hours, by finging 
to tile lyre the fad ftory of his own misfortunes'. 
The humanity of Phslras was moved ; he fent the 
three extraordinary gifts ; but even his humanity 
prompted him to redouble the vigilance of his 
guard, that he might fooner compel, his prifoner 
to embrace a refolution advantageous to the Ro- 
mans, but falutary to" himfelf. The obftinacy of 
Gelimer at length yielded to reafon and neceffity ; 
the folemn affurances of fafety and honourable 
treatment were ratified in the emperor's name, by 
the ambaffadoj of Belifarius ; and the king of 
the Vandals defcendcd from the mountain. The 
firfl: public interview was in one of the fuburbs of 
Carthage ; and when the royal captive accolled his 

JO By Procopius it is ftylcd a lyre\ 'perhaps hatp would have been inor» 
national. The inAruments of mufid are thus diiftinguUhed bjp VeoaA^in. 
£ortunatus : 

Romanufque lya tibi plaiidaf, Barbarus berpi^ 

con- 
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conqueror, he burft into a fit of laughter. The chap. 
cirowd might naturally believe, that extreme grief y^^^^^j^^ 
had deprived Gelimer of his fenfes ; but in this 
mournful (late, unfeafonable mirth infmuated to ^ 

more intelligent obfervers, that the vain and tran- 
fitory fcenes of human greatnefs are unworthy of a 
ipsrious thought ". 

Their contempt was foon juftified by a newr Retumand 
example of a vulgar truth ; that flattery adheres ueSiuf, 
to power, and envy to fuperior merit. The chiefs ^J^ 534- 
of the Roman army prefumed to think them- 
felvcs the rivals of an hero. Their private dif- 
patches malicioufly afHrmed, that the conqueror 
of Africa, flrong in his reputation and the public 
love, confpired to feat himfelf on the throne of 
the Vandals. Juflinian lidened with too patient 
an ear ; and his (ilence was the refult of jealoufy 
rather than of confidence. An honourable alter- 
native, of remaining in the province, or of re- 
turning to the capital, was indeed fubmitted to the 
difcretion of Belifarius j but he wifely concluded, 
from intercepted letters, and the knowledge of his 
fovereign's temper, that he muft either refign his 
head, ere£l his ftandard, or confound his enemies 
by his prefence and fubmiflion. Innocence and 
courage decided his choice: his guards, captives^ 
and treafures, were diligently embarked ; and fo 
profperous was. the navigation, that his arrival at 

- 3' Herodotus elegantly defcribcs the ftrange tffe&s of grief in another 
royal captive, Pfammetichus of Egypt, v^lio wept at the kflerand was.filcnt 
at the greateft of his calamities (1. ili. c. 14.)*' 'n ^^^ interview of Baulus 
uSmilivs and Ferfes, Belifarius might ftudy his part : But it is probable 
that. he never read either Livy or Plutarch ; and it is certain that his ge- 
nerpfity did not need a tutor. 

Vol. VII. O Conftan. 
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CHAP. Gonftantlnople preceded any certain accotint of hitf 
departure from the port of Carthage. Such un- 
fufpefling loyalty removed the apprehenfions of 
Juftinian : envy was filenced and inflamed by the 
public gratitude ; and the third Africanus obtained 
the honours of a triumph, a ceremony which the 
city of Conftantinople had never feen, and whick 
ancient Rome, fince the reign of Tiberius, had re- 
ferved for the aufpicious arms of the Casfars ^\ 
From the palace of Belifarius, the proceiEon was 
conduced through the principal ftreets to the h^- 
podrome; and this memorable day fecmed to 
avenge the injuries of Genferic, and to expiate the 
(hame of the Romans. The wealth of nations was 
difplayed, the trophies of martial or effeimnatc 
luxury ; rich armour, golden thrones, and the 
chariots of ftate which had been ufed by the Van- 
dal queen ; the maffy furniture of the royal bati'- 
quet, the f[)Iendour of precious ftones, the elegant 
forms of ftatues and vafes, the more fubftantial 
treafure of gold, and the holy veflfels of the Jewifli 
temple, which^ after their long peregrination^ 
were refpedfuUy depofited in the Chriftian church 
of Jerufalem. A long train of the nobleft Van- 
dals reluftantiy expofed their lofty ftature and 
manly countenance. Geluner ilowly advanced : 
he was clad in a purple ti^e^ and ftill maintained 
the majefty of a king. K^t a tear efcaped from 
his i^e$9 not a S^ was heard ; but his pride or 

9 

32 AfVer the title of im^^^rfor had loft the old militftry fcnfe, and the R** 
man aufpUes were afeoUfted by Chriiltanity (fe^ La Bieteitc, Mem. ci« 
rAcademiei tom.xs]. p. 30»— 33a*), a trittai|>h mifht ke |iveii wltkiefe 
inconfiAency to a privact geneial* . 

piety 
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piety derived fome lecret coiifolation from iht chap.' 

words of Solomon ^% which he repeatedly proj ._^^A^ 

nounced vanity! vanity! all is vanity! 

Inftead of afcending a triumphal car drawa by 

four horfes or elephants, the modeft conqueror 

marched on foot at the head of hils brate com^ 

panions: his prudence might decline an honour 

too confpicuous for a fubjed: and his magnani* 

mity might juftly difdain what had been fo often 

fullied by the vileil of tyrants. The glorious pro* 

ceflion entered the gate of the hippodrome ; was 

faluted by the acclamations of the lenate and *'^ 

people ; and halted before the throne where Jufti. 

nian and Theodora were feated to receive the. ho^ 

mage of the captive monarch and the vidorious 

hero. They both performed the cuftomary ado* 

ration ; and falling proftrate on the gnnmd, re^ 

fpedfuUy touched the footftool of a prince who had 

not uniheatbed his fword, and of a proftitute, who 

had danced on the theatre t fome gentle violence 

was ufed to bend the ftubborh fpirit of the grand* 

fon of Oenferic ; and however trained to fervitudei 

the genius of Belifarius muft have fecretly rebelled* 

iEJe was immediately declared conful for theenfu^ Hisfoie 

ing year, aiid the day of his hiauguratbn refembled a!d. 53^ 

the pomp of a fecond triumph t his curule chair J*""*^ '• 

vrzs borne aloft on the Moulders of captive Van*- 

n If the Ecclefiailies be truly a work of Solomon, and not, like _Frior*s 
poem» a pioui and moral compofition of more recent times, in his name, and 
on the fubjecl of his repentance. The latter is the opinion of the learned 
and frce-fpirited Grotius (0pp. Theolog; torn. i. p* 15S.) : and indeed the 
Ecciefiailes and Proverbs difplay a larger compaft of thought and txpwiaut 
than fecm to belong citiier to a Je j^ or a king. 

O2 dak} 
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c ^ A p* dais ;. and the fpoil« of war, gold cups, and rich 
^mm ^ st r ^' .girdles, were profufely fcatteted among the pp- 

pulace* 
Endofce. ^^ ^^^ puFcft rcward of Belifarius was iii the 
limerand faithful excdutioH of a treaty for which hfo honour 

the Van- i-ii it«rt 

dais. had- been pledged to the king of the Vandals, The 

leligious fcruples of Gelimer, who adhered to the 
jAxian berefy, were incompatible with th^ dignity 
of fenator or patrician : but he received from the 
mperor an ample eftate in the province of Ga* 
laiia, where the abdicated aionarch retired with hid . 
family and friends, to a life of pcace^ of affluence, 
and perhaps of .content '*• The daughters of Hil- 
deric were entertained with the refpedful tender- 
nefs due to their age and misfortune ^ and Jufti-^ 
nian and Theodora accepted the honour of edu- 
cating asid enriching the female defcendants of tht 
great Theodofius, The braveft of the Vandal 
youth . were dtftributed into five fquadrons of ca- 
valry, which adopted the name of their benefaftor, 
and fupported in the Perfian wars the glory of their 
anceAors. But thefe rare exceptions, the reward of 
birth or valour, are ihfafficient to explain the fate 
of a nation, whofe numbers, before a ihort and 
bloodlefs war, amounted to more than iix hundred 
thouFand perfons. After the exile of their king 
and nobles, the fervile crowd might piirchafe their 
fafety, by abjuring their character, religion, and 

34 In \,he Beljfaire of M^rmontel^ the4cirg and die conqueror of Africji 
meet, fup, and convcrfc» without recolkaing each other. Ids furely a fault 
of that romance, that not only the hero, but all t» whom he had been focon- 
fpicuouOy known, appe^ir to h^ve \oh their eyes or their memory. 

'.i language; 
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language 5 and their degenerate poftetiiy would be c-r a p> 
kienfibly mingled with the common herd of Afri- 
can fubje^s. Yec even in the prefent age, and in 
the hj^arc of the Moorifli tribes, a curious traveller 
has difcavered the white complexion and long 
flaxen hair of a northern race^*; and it was for^ 
merly believed, that the boldefl of the Vandals 
fled beyond the power, or even the knowledge, of 
the Romans, to enjoy their folitary freedom oh 
the (hores of the Atlantic ocean ^^ Africa had 
been their empire, it became their prifon; nor 
could they entertain an hope, or even a wi&, of* 
returning to the banks of the Elbe, where their 
brethreo, of a fpirit lefs adventurous, ftill wandered 
in their native forefts. It was impoffible for cow^ 
ards to fur mount the barriers, of unknown feas and 
hoftile Barbarians: it was impoifible for brave 
men to expofe their nakednefs and defeat before the 
/eyes of their cpuntrym^, to defcribe the kingi^ 
doms which they hs^d loft, and to claim a fhare of 
the humble inheritance, which, in a happier hour, 
they had almoft unanimouHy renounced ^\ In the 
.^puntry between the Elbe and the Oder, feveral 

IS Sbav/, p. 59. Yet fince Procopius (1. ii. c. x%.) Tpealcs of a people oi 
mount Atlas, as already dif)ingui/hed by white bodies and yellow hairi the 
phatnomenon (which is likcwii^ vidble in the Andes ofPcru^ Butfon^^ 
torn. iii. p. 504. ) may naturally be afcribed to the elevation of the ground 
and the temperature of the air. 

36 The geographer of Ravenna (I. iil. c. xi* p« 129, I3P> X31. Parity 
3688.) defcrjbes the Mauritania G^^iV^sem (oppoOte to Cadiz ), ubi gent 
Vandalorum, a Belifario devida in AfricS, fugit, et nui^uam ^mp^uit. 

37 A iingle voice had protefled, and Genfcric difmifled) virithout a lorma^ 
anfwer» the Vandals of Germany : but thofe qf Africa derided l)is pl^de(>cc> 
and afie^ed to defplfe the povetty of their forefts (^rocepiuS) Vandal. 1. i* 
p. 21.}. 

O 5 populous 
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CHAP, populous Milages of Lufittia are inhabited by the 
Vandails: they.ftill preferve their language, their 
ciiftom$, and the purity of their blood ; fupport 
with fome impatience, the Saxon, or Pruflian 
yoke; and ferve with fecret and voluntary alle- 
giance, the defcendant of their ancient kings, 
who in his garb and prefent fortune is confounded 
with the meaneft of his vaifals ^^ The name and 
fituation of this unhappy people might indicate 
their defcent from one common ftock with the con- 
querors of Africa. But the ufe of a Sclavoniaa 
^disJeft more clearly reprefents them as the laft 
remnjmt* of the new colonies, who fucceeded to 
ihe genuine Vandals, already fcattered or deftroyed 
in the age of Procopius ^\ 

If Belifarius had been tempted -to hefitate in his 
allegiance, be might have urged, even againfl; the 
emperor himfelf, the indifpenfable duty of falving 
•Africa from an enemy more barbarous than the 
Vandals. The origin of the Moors is involved 
m darknefs : they, were ignorant of the ufe of 
letters *°. Their limits cannot be precifely de- 
fined: 



Manners 
and defeat 
of (he 
Moorsy 
A.D.535. 



SS From tfaemomh of the great eiedor (in iSSy], ToUius defcribes the 
lecret royalty and rebellious fpirit of the Vandals of Brandenburgli, vrl.o 
.could mtiAer five or fix thoofand foldiers who had procured fome cannon, 
.Uc (Itinerar. Hungar. p. 4ft» apud Duboe, Hift< de la Monarchic Fran^oife, 
torn. i. p. 182, 185.). The veracity, not of the ek^pr, but ofToUins 
liunfelf, may jufily be fufpefted. 

?9 Procopius (1. i. cas.) viras in total darknefs— ^t fAvrifAH rtg hSt 
9¥0fM H »p ow^sTCM. Under the reign of Dagobert (A. D. 630.), thie ScJa- 
*Yonian tribes of the Sorfoi and Venedi already bordered on Thuringta (Maf. 
con, Hill, of the Germans, xv. 3, 4, 5.). 

40 Salluft reprefents the Moors as a remnant of the. army of Heracles 
(de BfH* Jugurth, c. ax.)« and Procopius (VandaL 1. ii. c. ro.) as 

tbe 
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fined: a boundlef* continent was open to the Li* c ha p. 
byan (hepberds ; the change of feafons and paftures 
regulated their •motions ; and their rude huts and 
{lender furniture were tranfported with the fame 
eafe as their arms, their famiiies,^ and their cattle, 
which confided of flieep, oxea, and camels^*. 
During the vigour of the Roman power, they 
obferved a refpedful diftance from Carthage and 
the fea-fliore ; under the feeble reign of the Vandals, 
they invaded the cities of Numidia, occupied the 
fea^coaft from Tangier to Caefar^a, and pitched 
their camps, with impunity, in the fertile province 
of Byzacium. The formidable ftrength and art- 
ful condud of Belifarius fecured the neutralhy of 
the MooriQi princes, whofe vanity afpired to re«' 
cdve, in the emperor's name, the enfigns of their 
regal dignity **. They were aftoniflied by the rapid 
event, and trembled in the prefence of their con* 
queron But his approaching departure foon re- 
lieved the apprehenfions of a favage and fuper* 
ftitious people ; the number of their wives allowed 
them to difregard the fafety of their infant hoft- 
ages ; and when the Roman general hoifted fail 

the pofterity of the Cananxans who (led (rom the robber Jolhua (^no^;)* 
He quotes two columns, with a PhG&nician infcription. I believe in the 
toiunans*— I doubt the infcnption-r-^nd 1 reje^ the pedigree. 

^4> Virgil (Georgic. iii. 339.) and Pomponius Mela (i..8.) defcribe the 
wandering life of the African ihepherds, fimilar to that of the Arabs and 
Tartars; and Shaw (p. aiz.) is the bcft commentator on the poet and the 
'geographer. 

4* The cuftomary gifts were a feeptre, a crown or cap, a white cloak, a 
iigured tunic and fhoes, all adorned with gold and lilver ; nor were thefe 
precious metals lefs jicceptablc in the (hapc of coin (Procop. Vandal. 1. u 
c. 25*]. 

Q 4 in 
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chap; in. the port of Carthage, he heard the cries, and 
almoft beheld the flames, of the defolated pro- 
vince. Yet he perfifted in his riefolution; and 
leaving only a part of his guards to reinforce the 
feeble garfifons, he entrufted the command of 
Africa to the eunuch Solomon*', who proved 
himfelf not unworthy to be the fucceflbr of Beli? 
farius. la the firft invafion, fome detachments^ 
with two officers of merit, were furprifed and inter- 
cepted ; but Solomon fpeedily aiTembled his troops, 
marched from Carthage into the heart of the coun- 
try, and in two great battles deftroyed fixty thou- 
fand of the Barbarians. The Moors depended on 
their multitude, their fwiftnefs, and their inac? 
ce0ible mountains ; and the afped and fmell of 
their camels are faid to have produced fomq. con- 
fufion in the Rom^n cavalry '^^ But as foon as 
they were commanded to difmount, they derided 
this contemptible pbftacle ; as foon. as the columns 
^fcended the hills, the naked and diforderly crowd 
was dazzled by glittering arms and regular evo- 
lutions ; and the menace of their female prophets 
was repeatedly fulfllledy that the Moqrs (hould be 

4J See the African government and warfare of Solomon, in Procopiu^ 
(Vanda*. l«ii. c lo, ii, it, 13. 19, 20,). He was rt^cnlled, and again re* 
flored; and his lad vIdVory dates in the xiiiih year of Juftmian (A. D. 539), 
An accident in his childhood had rendered him an eunuch (1. i. c ii.^: ch# 
other Ro.Tian genijrais were amply furnifticd with beardsj vu/ywog fTi^Xa^icaiM 
(1. ii. c. 8 ). 

44 This natural antipathy of the horfe for the camel, is affirmed by the 
ancients (Xenophon. Cyropu*d. 1. vi. p. 438. L vii. p. 483- 491. edit. Hut« 
chinfon. Polyaen. Stratagem, vii. 6. Win. Hift. Nat. viii, 26. ^lian dc 
Katur. Animal. 1. iii, c. 7.); but it is difproved by daily experience, and 
derided by the bcft judges, the Orientals (Voyage d*Otearius, p. 55 j-)» 

difcomfited 
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difcomfited by a beardlefs antagonift. The vic» c ma p. 
torious eunuch advanced thirteen days journey from 
Carthage, to befiege mount Aurafius*% the citadel, 
and ar the fame time the garden of Numidia^ 
That range of hills, a branch of the great Atlas, 
contains within a circumference of one hundred 
and twenty miles, a rare variety of foil and climate ; 
the intermediate valiies and elevated plains abound 
with rich paftures, perpetual ftreams, and fruits of 
^ delicious tafte and uncomm.on magnitude. This 
fair folitude is decorated with the ruins of Lam* 
befa, a Roman city, once the feat of a legion, 
and the refidence of forty tfaoufand inhabitants. 
The Ionic temple of iEfculapius is epcompafled 
with Moorifh huts ; and the cattle now graze in 
t^he midfl: of an amphitheatre, under the (hade of 
Corinthian columns. A (harp perpendicular rock 
rifes above the level of the mountain, where the 
African princes depofited their wives and treafurc ; 
and a proverb is familiar to the Arabs, that th^ 
man may eat fire, who dares to attack the craggy 
clifts and inhofpitable natives of mount Aurafius. 
This hardy enterprife was t\yice attempted by the 
eunuch Solomon : from the firft, he retreated with 
feme difgrace ; and in the fecond, his patience and 
provifions were alinoft exhaufted ; and he muft 
jagain have retired, if he had not yielded to the 
fmpetuoiis courage of his troops, who audacioufly 
(baled, to the aftonifliment of the Moors, the 

4^ Procopius is the fir/l who defcribes mount Aurali us (Vandal. Liu 
c. 13. De Ediiic. 1. vi. c 7.)* He may be compared with Leo Africanus 
(dttU Africa, parte v, in Ramufio, (om- L fo\» 77. rc^o), Marmol (torn, iu 
P- 43<'0i ^^ Shaw (p. 56r-590« 

% mountain^ 
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CHAP, jnountain, the hoftile camp, and the fummit of 

^. the Geminian rock. A citadel was erefted to 



fecure this important conquelt, and to remind the 
Barbarians of their defeat : and as Solomon pur- 
fued his march to the weft, the long-loft province 
of Mauritanian Sitiii was again annexed to the 
Roman empire. . The Moorifh war continued 
feveral years after the departure of Belifarius ; but 
the laurfls which he refigned to a faithful lieute- 
nant, may be juftly afcribed to his own triumph. 
Neutrality . The experience of paft faults, which may fome- 
s«di&^'^' times corre£t the mature age of an individual, is 
{eldom profitable to the fucceifive generations of 
mankind. The nations of antiquity, carelefs of each 
other's fafety, were feparatdy vanquiflied and 
jenfiaved by the Romans. This awful leflbn might 
have inftruded the Barbarians of the Weft to 
oppofe, with timely counfels and confederate arms, 
the unbounded ambition of Juftinian* Yet the 
.fame error was repeated, the fame confequences 
were felt, and the Goths, both of Italy and Spain, 
infenfible of their approaching danger, beheld with 
indifference, and even with joy, the rapid downfal 
of the Vandals. After the failure of the royal 
line, Theudes, a valiant and powerful chief, 
, afcended the throne of Spsun, which he had for- 
.merly adminiftered in the name of Theodoric and 
his, infant grandfon. Under his command, the Vifi- 
^oths befieged the fortrefs of Ceuta on the African 
coaft : but, while they fpent the fabbath-day in 
peace and devotion, the pious fecurity of their 
camp was invaded by a fally from the town ; and 
the king himfelf, with fome di$culty and danger, 

efcaped 
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efcaped from the hands of a facrilegioas enemy *•• c h a p. 
It was not long before bis pride and refentment ^-ii-,i-w 
were gratified by a fuppliant embafly from the 
unfortunate Gelimer, who implored, in his dit 
trefs, the aid of the Spanifii monarch. But in^ 
(lead of facrificing thefe unworthy patGons to the 
didates of generofity and prudence, Theades 
amufed the ambafladors, till he was fecretly in- 
formed of the lofs of Carthage, and then difmifled . 
them with obfcure and contemptuous advice, to 
feek in their native country a true kpowiedge of • 
the ftate of the Vandals ^\ The long continuance ConqucOt 
of the Italian war delayed the puni(hment of the Romans la 
Vifigoths ; and the eyes of Theudes were doied ^^o. 
before they tafted the fruits of his miftaken 5So-6io. 
policy. After his death, the fceptre of Spain was 
difputed by a civil war. The weaker candidate 
folicited the protection of Juftinian, and ambitiouflf 
fubfcribed a treaty of alliance, which deeply 
.wounded the independence and happinefs of his 
•country. Several cities, both on the ocean and 
the Mediterranean, were ceded to the Roman 
troops, who afterwards rcfufed to evacuate thofe 
pledges, as it fliould feem, either of fafety or pay- 
ment ; and as they , were fortified by perpetual 
fupplies from Africa, they maintained their im- 
pregnable ftations, for the mifchievous purpofe of 
inflaming the civil and religious fadions of the Bar- 

« 

4^ indor. Cbron. p. 7ZZ. edit. Grot. Manana, Hift. Hifpan. 1. v. c. S. 
p. 17^ Yet according to indore, the fiege of Ceuta, and the death of 
Theudes, happened, A« i£. H. 5S6, A. D. 548 } and the place was 
defended, not by the Vandals, but by the Romans. 

47 Procopius, Vandal. 1. i. c- 24. 

6 barians. 
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^ xlI ^' Marians. Seventy years elapfed liefore this painfal 
s->-« i -*^ thorn could be extirpated from the bofom of the 
monarchy ; and as long as the emperors retained 
any fhare of thefe remote and ufelefs pofieilions, 
their vanity might number Spain in the lift of 
their provin^ces, and the fucceflbrs of Alaric in the 
rank of th^ir vaffals **. 
Beiifariu* The error of the Goths who reigned in Italy 
ihe oftro. was lefs excufable than that of their Spanifb bre-r' 
fwiy*/ thren, and their punifliment was ftill more imme- 
A^D.534. jiate and terrible. From a motive of private 
revenge, they enabled their mod dangerous enemy 
to deftroy their moft valuable ally. A fifter of the 
great Theodoric had been given in marriage to 
Thrafimond the African king ^ : on this occafion, 
the fortrefs of Lilybapum ^® in Sicily w?is refigned 
to the Vandals; and the princefs Amalafrida 
was attended by a martial train of one thoufand 
nobles, and five thoufand Gothic foldiers, who 
fignalized their valour in the Moorifli wars. Their 
merit was over-rated by themfelves, and perhaps 
neglefled by the Vandals ; they viewed the coun- 
try with envy, and the conquerors with difdain ; 
but their real or fiflitious confpiracy was prevented 

4^ See the original Clironicle of Ifidore, and the vthand vith books of 
the Hiftory of Spain by Mariana. The Romans were finally cxpcUed by 
' isuintila king of the Vifigoths (A. D. 621—62^), after their reunion A» tbe^ 

Catholic church. 

49 See the marriage and fate of Amalafrida in Procopius (Vandal. I. i. 
c. Sy 90> and in Cafliodorius (Var. ix. i.) the expoftulation of her royj^ 
brother. Compare *likewife the Chronicle of Vi^or Tunnuneniis. 

$^ Lilybseum was built by the Carthaginians, Oiymp. xcv. 4. 3 $nd in i 

the firft Punic war, a ftrong fituation, and excellent haitourj rendered that | 

place an important obje6t to both nation^. 

by 
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by a maffacre ; the Goths were opprcffed^ . and the c ha p. 
captivity of Amalafrida was foon followed by her 
fecret and fufpicious cjeath. The eloquent pen of 
Caffiodorius was employed to reproach the Vandal 
court with the cruel violation of every focial and 
public duty ; but the vengeance which he threat- 
ened in the name of his fovereign, might be 
derided with impunity, as long as Africa was pro- 
tefted by the fea,, and the Goths were deftitute of 
a navy. ' In the blind impotence of grief and 
indignation, they joyfully faluted the approach of 
the Romans, entertained the fleet of Belifarius in 
the ports of Sicily, and were fpeedily delighted or 
alarmed by the furprifing intelligence, that their 
revenge was executed beyond the meafure of their 
hopes, or perhaps of their wifhes. To their friend- 
fhip the emperor was indebted for the kingdom of 
Africa, and the Goths might reafonably think, 
that they were entitled to refume the pofl!*effion 
of a barren rock, fo recently feparated as a nup- 
tial gift from the ifland of Sicily. They were 
foon undeceived by the haughty mandate of Beli- 
farius, which excited their tardy and unavailing 
repentance. " The city and promontory of Lily- 

bseum,*' faid the Roman general, '* belonged 

to the Vandals,, and I claim them by the right 
*' of conqueft. Your fubmiffion may deferve the 
•' favour of the emperor ; your obftinacy will 
^^ provoke his difpleafure, and muft kindle a war, 
" that can terminate only in y6ur utter ruin. IF' 

you compel us to take up arms, we fhall con-. 

tend, not to regain the pofleffion of a fingle city, 
*' but to deprive you of all the provinces which 

" you 
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•• jrcm HHJuftly withhold from their lawful fovc-^ 
^^ reign.** A nation of two hundred thoufand 
foldiers mkht have fmiled tt the vam menace of 
Juftinian and bis lieutenant : but a fpirit of difcord 
and difaiFedion prevailed in Italy, and the Goths 
fupportedy with reluftance, the indignity of a 
female reign ''• 

The birth of Amalafontha, the regent and 
queen of Italy '% united the two moft illuftrious 
families of the Barbarians. Her mother^ the fitter 
pf Clovis, was defcended from the long-haired 
kings of the Merovingian race *^ ; and the regal 
fucceffion of the Jmali was illuftrated in the ele- 
venth generation, by her father, the gtcat Theo- 
doric, whofe merit might have ennobled a plebeian 
origin. The fax of his daughter excluded her 
from the Gothic throne ; but his vigilant tender- 
nefs for his family and his people difcovered the 
laft heir of the royal line, whofe anceftors had taken 
refoge in Spain ; and the fortunate Eutharic was 
iuddenly exalted to the rank of a conful and a 
prince. He enjoyed only a fliort time the charms 
of Amalafontha, and the hopes of the fucceffion ; 
imd his widow, after the death of her hufband 



ft Compare the different paflages of Procopiut (VsuadJ. 1. u. c. 5. 
Qotfaie. 1. L c. 3O* 

S& For the reign and char«der of Amalafonthay fee Procopius (Gorhtc. 
1* i. c.2» 3f 4. and Anecdot. c x6. with the Notes of Alemannus), Caffio* 
4itfAvi% (Vat* viti, Ix, x. and xt. 1)1 and Jomandes (de Rebus Geticisi 
t* 59. and De Succeiiione Regnorum» iti Muracori^ torn. i. p. a4i>)* 

5) The marriage of Tluodoric with Audeftedai the fifter of Clovis, may 
be placed in the year 4951 foon after the conqaeft of ItaXf (de fiuat. Hift. 
des PeiipleS) torn. ix. p. 2 1 3.)« The noptials of Eutharic and Amalafontha 
were celebrated in 515 (Ca/Hodor. in Ghron. p*453). 

and 
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and father, vfzs left the guardian of her fon Atha- ^ xu/* 
laric, and the kingdom of Italy. At the age of 
about twenty-eight years, the endowments of her 
mind and perfon had attained their perfefi: matu- 
rity. Her beauty, which, in the apprehenfion of 
Theodora herfelf, might have difputed the con- 
quefl: of an emperor, was animated by manly 
fenfe, activity, and refolution. Education and 
experience had cultivated her talents ; her philo* 
fophic ftudies were exempt from vanity ; and, 
though (he expreiTed herfelf with equal elegance 
and eafe in the Greek, the Latin, and the Gothic 
tongue, the daughter of Tbeodoric maintained in 
her counfels a difcreet aiid impenetrable filence. 
By a faithful imitation of the virtues, (he revived 
the profperity of his reign : while fhe (trove, with 
pious care, to expiate the faults, and to obliterate 
the darker memory of his declining age. The chiU 
dren of Boethius and Symmachus were reftored to 
their paternal inheritance: her extreme lenity 
never confented to inflid any corporal or pecuniary 
penalties on her Roman fubjedls ; and fhe gene^ 
roufly defpifed the clamours of the Goths, who, 
at the end of forty years, ftill conlidered the people 
of Italy as their flaves or their enemies. Her 
falurary meafures were directed by the wifdom, and 
celebrated by the eloquence, of Caffiodorius i ihe 
folicited and deferved the friendfliip of the empe^ 
tor ; and the kingdoms of Europe refpeQed, both 
in peace and war, the majefty of the Gothic throne* 
But the future happinefs of the queen and of Italy 
depended on the education of her fon, who was 
deilined, by his birth, to fupport ihe different and 

almoft 
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CHAP, almcfft incompatible charaStdrs of the chief of a 
Barbarian camp, and the ftrft magiftrate of ai civil- 
ized nation. From the ag^ of ten years '% Atha- 
laric was diligently inftrufted in the arts and fci- 
ences, either ufeful or ornamental fof a Roman 
piince ; and three venerable Goths were chofen to 
inftil the principles of honour and virtue into the 
mind of their young king. But the pupil who 
is infenfible of the benefits, muft abhor the 
reftraints, of education ^ and the folicitude ef the 
queen, which affedtion tendered anxious and 
fevere, offended the untradable nature of her fon 
and his fubjecls. On a folemn feftivalj when the 
Goths . were affemblied ia the palace ctf Ravenna^ 
the royal youth efeaped from his mother's apart- 
ment, and, wi^h tears : of pride and at^ger^ com- 
plained of a blow which his ftubborn difobedi- 
ence had provoked her to inflift. The. Barbae 
rians refented the indignity which had be^en .offered 
to their king ; accufed. the . regent of confpiring 
againfthis life and» crown ;. and i.mperiouily de- 
manded, that the grandfon. of Theodoric fliould 
be refcued from the daAardly difeipline of women 
and pedants, and educated, like a ;valiant Goth, 
in the fociety of his equals, and the glorious igiu>- 
Vance of his anceftors. To this rude claraoilr^ 
importunately urg^d .as, the voice of the nation, 
Amalafontha w.asf compelled to yield her reafon, and 
the deareft wiflies of her heart. The king of Italy 



54 At the death of Thcodoric, his gninHfon AthahrUs is dcfcribed hf 
Procopius as a boy about eight years old— -oxtw y^yow^ frn. Cafliodorius, 
wjtl) authority iind reafon, iidds two years.to his age-— IniVntirttim adhuc vfx 
decennem. , 

was 
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was abandoned to wine, td women, and to rufttc c h a p« 
fports ; and the indifcreet contempt of the ungrate- 
ful youth, betrayed the mifehicvous defigns of his 
favourites and her enemies. Encompaflfed with 
domeftic foes, fhe entered into a fecret negotia*- 
tion with the emperor Juftinian ; obtained the af- 
furance of a friendly reception, and had adually 
depofited stt Dyrachium in Epirus, a treafure of 
forty thoufand pounds of gold. Happy would it 
have been for her fame and fafety, if fhe had calmly 
Retired from barbarous fadion, to the peace and ^ 
fplendour of Conftantinople. But the mind of 
Amalafontha was inflamed by ambition aiid re* 
Venge J and white her fhips lay at anchor in the 
porty {he waited fot the fuccefs of a crime which 
her pailions excufed or applauded as an a£t of 
jufticck Three of the mod dangerous malecon* 
tents bad been feparately removed, under the 
pretence of trufl: and command, to the frontiers of 
Italy : they were aifaffinated by her private emifla-* 
ries ; and the blood of thefe noble Goths rendered 
the queen-mother abfolute in the court of Ra« 
Venna,. and juftly odious to a free people. But if 
fhe had lamented the diforders of her fon> Cbe foon 
wept his irreparable lofs ; and the death of Atha« 
laric, who, at the age of fixteen, was confumed 
by premature intemperance, left her deftitute of 
any firm fupport or legal authority. Inftead of 
fubmitting to the laws of her country, which held 
as a fundamental maxim, that the fucceflion could 
never pafs from the lance to the diftaff, the daugh- 
ter of Theodoric conceived the imprafticable de- 
fign of fharing, with one of her coufms, the regal 
Voju. VII. P title, 
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CHAP, title, and of referving in her own hands the fub- 

^Ni^yiw ftance of fuprcme power. He received the pro- 

pofal with profound refpeft and afFefled gratitude ; 

and the eloquent Caffiodorius announced to the fe- 

nate and the emperor, that Amalafontha and 

Theodatus had afcended the throne of Italy. His 

birth (for his mother was the fifter of Theodoric) 

might be confidered as an imperfeft title ; and the 

choice of Amalafontha was more ftrongly^ direfted 

^ by her contempt of his avarice and pufillanimity, 

which had deprived him of the love of the Ita* 

Hans, and the efteem of the Barbarians. But Theo- 

■datus was exafperated by the contempt which he 

deferved : her juftice had repreffed and reproached 

the oppreffion which he exercifed againft his Tuf- 

can neighbours j and the principal Goths, united 

by common guilt and refentment, confpired to 

Her exile inftigate his flow and timid difpofition. The 

A. 0,^535*, letters of congratulation were fcarcely difpatched 

April 30. before the queen of Italy was imprifoned in a fmall 

ifland of the lake of Bolfena ", where, after a fliort 

confinement,' (he was ftrangled in the bath, by the 

order, or with the connivance, of the new king, 

whotinftruSed his turbulent fubjefts to fhed the 

blood of their fovereigns. 

Bciifarius Juftinian beheld with joy the diffenfions of the 

fubdues ""^ Gotbis J and the mediation of an ally concealed 

Sicilyy 

55 The lake, from the neighbouring towns of Etrttrlay was ftiled either 
Vulijnienfit (now of Bolfena) or Tarquinienfis. It Is furrounded with white 
rocks, and Aored with fi(h and wild-fowl. The younger Pliny (EpiAw ii. 
96. ) celebrates two woody iflands that floated on its waters : if a £able> how 
credulous the ancients!— if a fad, how carekfs the modems! Yet> flnce 
Pliny^ the ifland may have been fixed by new and ^adual fucceflions. 

# 

xuid 
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and promoted the ambitious views of the con- chap. 

• • • • XLI. 

queror. His ambafTadors, in their public audience, ■_-^-^r 
demanded the fortrefs of Lilybaeum, ten Barbarian ^-^ ^' 535» 
fugitives, and a juft compenfation for the pillage 
of a fraall town on the Illyrian borders j but they 
fecretly negotiated with Theodatus to betray the 
province of Tufcany, and tempted Amalafontha 
to extricate herfelf from danger and perplexity, by 
a free furrender of the kingdom of Italy. A 
falfe and fervile epiftle was fubfq-ibcd by the re- 
iudtant hand of the captive queen : but the con- 
feflion of the Roman fenators, who were fent to 
Conftantinople^ revealed the truth of her deplo- 
rable fituation ; and Jufthiian, by the voice of a 
new ambaffador, mod powerfully interceded for 
her life and liberty. Yet the fecret inftruAions 
of the fame minifter were adapted to ferve the 
cruel jealoufy of Theodora, who dreaded the pre- 
fence and fuperior charms of a rival : he prompted, 
'with artful and ambiguous hints, the execu- 
tion of a crime fo ufeful to the Romans ^* ; received 
the intelligence of her death with grief and indig- 
nation, and denounced, in his mailer's name, im^ 
mortal war againfl: the perfidious alTaffin. In Italy, 
as well as in Africa, the guilt of an ufurper ap- 
peared to juftify the arms of Juftinian; but the 
forces which he prepared, were- infufficient for the 
fubverfion of a, mighty kingdom, if their feeble 

5^ Yet Procppius difcredits his own evidence (Anecdot. c# t5.)» by con- 
fcHingthatin his public liiftory he had not fpoken the truth. Seethe 
Bpi^les from queen Gundelina to the Emprefs Theodora (Var. x.io, at. 
ft 3. and obferve a fufpicious inrord, de ilU perfoni^ 8tc.) with the elaborate 
Commentary of Buat (torn. x. p. 177— «?5)« 

Pa numbers 
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c HA P. nlimbers had not been multiplied by the naiiie^ 
the fpirit, and the conduft of an heto. A chofen 
troop of guards, who ferved on borfeback^ and 
were armed with lances and bucklers, attended the 
perfon of Belifarius t his cavalry was compofed of 
two hundred Huns, three hundred Moors^ and 
four thoufand confederates^ and the infantry con- 
fided only of three thoufand Ifaurians. Steering 
the fame courfe as in his former expedition^ the 
Roman cbnful caft anchor before Catana ill Sicily^ 
to furvey the ftrength of the iflaiid, and to decide 
whether he ihould attempt the conqueft^ or peace- 
ably purfue his voyage for the African coaft. He 
found a fruitful land and a friendly people. Not* 
ieithftanding the decay of agricuhure, Sicily ftill 
fupplied the granaries of Rome j the farmers were 
gracioufly exempted from the oppreffion of Imilitary 
quarters ; and the Goths, who trufted the defence 
of the ifland to the inhslbitants, had fome reafon to 
complain, that theif confidence was ungratefully 
betrayed* Inftead of foKciling and expefting the 
aid of the king of Italy, they yielded to the firft 
fummons a cheerful obedience t and this province^ 
the firfl fruits of the Punic wars, was again, after a 
long feparation, united to jhe Roman empire '% 
The Gothic garriCbn of Palermo, which alone at* 
tempted to refift, was reduced^ after a ibort liege, 
by a fingular flratagem^ Beli&rias intrdduced his 

J' 

57 For the conqueft of Sicily, conf)(pare the narrative of Procoplus witk 
the complaints of Totila (Gothic* 1. 1. c. 5. I ill. c. i6.}« The Gotbk 
qncen had lately relieved tlm tlianklefs ifland (Var. ix. io| ix.}. 

flbips 
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ihips into the deepeft recefs of the harbour ; their c h a p. 

boats were laborioufly hoifted with ropes and pul- 

lies to the topmaft head, and he filled them with 

archers, who^from that fuperior ftation, commanded 

the ramparts of the city. After this eafy, though 

fucce&ful campaign, the conqueror entered Syrai- 

cufe in triumph, at the head of his vidtorious 

bands, diftributing gold medals to the people, on 

the day which fo glorioufly terminated the year of 

the confulihip. Ue paiTed the winter feafon in the 

palace of ancient kings, amidft the ruins of a Gre^ 

cian colony, which once extended to a circumference 

of two and twenty miles ^': but in the fpring, about 

the feftival of Eafter, the profecution of his defigns 

was interrupted by a dangerous revolt of the African 

forces. Carthage was faved by the prefence of 

Belif^ins, who fuddenly landed with a thoufand 

guards. Two thoufand foldiers of doubtful faith 

returned to the flandard of their old commander : 

juttd he marched, without hefitaiion, above fifty 

miles, to feek an enemy, whom he affeded to pity 

^nd defpife. ^ight thoufand rebels trembled at 

his approach ; they were routed at the firft onfet, 

by the dexterity of their matter ; and this ignoble 

viftory would have reft ored the peace of Africa, 

if the conqueror had not been haftily recalled to 

Sicily, to appeafi5 a feditioQ which was kindled 

58 The ancient magnitude and fplendour of fhe five quarters of Syracufe, 
arc delineated by Cicerq (in Vcrrem, aflio ii. l.iv. c. 52, 53.), Strabo (1, vi. 
p. 415 )> and d*Orvmc Sicula (torn. ii. p. 174— *o».)» '^**® ^^^ ^^'X* ^^* 
ilured by Augud^s^ihrunk towards the ifland. 

P3 during. 
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,c H A P. during his abfence in his own camp *^ Diforder 
^j ^,A_' and difobedience were the common malady of the 
. times : the genius to command, and the virtue to 
obey, refided only in the mind of Belifarius. 
Reign and Although Thcodatus defcended from a race of 
Tbtodatus heroes, he was ignorant of the art, and averfe to 
the Gothic the dangers, of war. Although he had ftudicd the 
Italy, writings of Plato and TuUy, philofophy was in- 

o^obc?^' eapable of purifying his mind from the bafefl: 
Au^ii^^^' paffions, avarice and fear. He had purchafed a 
fceptre by ingratitude and murder : at the firfl: 
menace of an enemy, he degraded his own majefty, 
and that of a nation, which already difdained their 
uoworthy fovereign, Aftoniftied by the recent 
example of Gelimer, he faw himfelf dragged in 
chains through the ftreets of Conftantinople : the 
terrors which Belifarius infpired, were heightened 
by the eloquence of Peter, the Byzantine ambaf? 
fador ; and that bold and fnbtle advocate perfuaded 
him to fign a treaty, too ignominious to become 
the foundation of a laftipg peace. It was ftipu- 
lated, that in the acclamations of the Roman peo- 
ple, the name of the emperor fliould be always 
proclaimed before that of the Gothic king ; and 
that as often as the ftatue of Theodatus was erefted 
in brafs or marble, the divine image of Juflinian 
ihould be placed on its right hand. Inftead of 
conferring, the king of Italy was reduced to folicit, 

59 Pro jopius (Vandal. I. ii. c 14, 15.) fo d(ar]y relates the return of 
Be.ifarius into Sicily (p. 146. edit. Hoefchelii), that I am afloniflied at the 
Arange miiapprehenfion and reproaches of a learned critic (Oeovres de la 
^9the le Vayer, tom. viii. p. 162^16^}. 

the 
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the hohoufs of the fenatc ; and the cohfent of the c h a h. 

XLI 

emperdr was made indifpenfable before he could 
execute, againft a prieft or fenator, the fentence 
either of death or confifcation. The feeble monarch 
refigaed the poffeffion of Sicily ; offered, as the 
annual mark of his dependence, a crown of gold, 
of the weight of three hundred pounds ; and pro- 
mifed to fupply, at the requifition of his fovereign, 
three thoufand Gothic auxiliaries for the fervice of 
the empire. Satisfied with thefe extraordinary 
conceiHons, the fuccefsful agent of Juftinian haf- 
tened his journey to Conftantinople ; but no fooner 
had he reached the Alban villa % than he wa^ re- 
called by the anxiety of Theodatus ; and the dia- 
logue which paffed between the king and the 
ambaffador deferves to be reprefented in its original 
fimplicity. " Are you of opinion that the em- 
" peror will ratify this treaty ? Perhaps. If he 
" refuf^s, what confequence will enfue? War. 
" Will fuch a war be juft or reafonable ? Mojl 
^^ ajfuredly : every one*Jhould a^ according to his 
*' chara£ter. What is your meaning ? You are a 
*' philofopher'^yti/iinian is emperor of the Ro* 
^' mans : it would ill become the difciple of Plato 
" to Jhed the blood of thoufands in his private quar^ 
^* rel : the fucceffor of Augufius Jhould vindicate his 
** rights^ and recover by arms the ancient provinces 
<* of his empire J"* This reafoaiqg might not con- 

60 Tbe ancient Alba was ruinfd in the firft age of Rome. On the fame 
fpot, or at leaft in the neighbourhood, fucceffiveJy arofe, !• The villa of 
Pompcy, &c. a. A camp of the Prwtorian cohorts. 3. The modem epif- 
copal city of Albanum or Albano (Procop, Goth. i. U. c* 4. Cluver. ItaU 
>Vn(iq. tomi ii« p. 9i40* 

P4 ' vince. 
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CHAP, vince, but it was fufficient to aUrm and fubdue th« 
weaknefs of Theodatus ; and he foon defcended to 
bis lafl; offet, that for the poor equivalent of a 
penfion of forty-eight thoufand pounds fterling, her 
would refign the kingdom of the Goths and Ita- 
lians, and fpend the remainder of his days in the 
innocent pJeafures of philofophy and agriculture, 
Both treaties were entrufted to the hands of the 
ambaffador, on the frail fecurity of an oath not to 
produce the fecond till the. firft had been pofitively 
rejefted. The event may be eafily forefeen ; Juf- 
tinian required and accepted the abdication of th^ 
Gothic king. His indefatigable agent returned 
from Conftanttnople to Ravenna, with ample in- 
firtidlions ; and a fair epiftle, which praifed the 
wifdom and generofity *of the royal philofopher^ 
granted his penfion, with the aiTurance offuch 
honours, as a fubjeft and a cathplic might enjoy ; 
and wifely referred the final execution of the treaty,; 
to the jM-efence and authority of Belifarius. But 
in the interval of fufpenfc,* two Roman generals, 
who had entered the province of Dalmatia, were 
defeated and flain by the Gothic troops. From 
blind and abjeft defpair, Theodatus capricioufly 
rofe to groundlefs and fatal prefumption^ an(J 
dared to receive, with menace and contempt, the 
ambaffador of Juftinian, who claimed his promife, 
folicited the allegiance of his fubjefts, and boldly 
afferted the inviolable privilege of his own charafter. 

6« A Sibylline oracle was ready to pronounce*^ A fried captS mundus cum 
nato peribit ; a fentence of portentous ambiguity (Gothic. 1. i. c. 7,), which 
has been published in unknown chara^ers by Opfopaeus, an editor of the 
oracles. The Pere Maltret has promlfed a commentary -, but all his promises 
have bten vain and fruitlefst 
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The qiSMrdi of Belirarins difpielled this vifionaiy chap. 
pride $ and as the firft campaign ^* was employed in ^^0^^^^ 
&it redudbn of Sicily^ the invafion of Italy is ap- 
plied by Procopius to the fecoad year of the 
Gothic war ". 

After fielifaoius bad left fufEcient garrifons in BeHfarmt 
Palermo and Syracufe, h^ embarked his troops at itaiy, Jind 
MdHna, and landed them, without refiftance, on Nllpie^ 
the oppofite Ihores of Rhegiuiq. A Gothic prince, ^' ^' ^V* 
who had married the daughter of Theodatus, was 
ftationed with an army to guard the entrance of 
Italy ; but he imitated, without fcruple, the ex« 
ample of a fovereign, faithlefs to his public and 
private duties. The perfidious Ebermor deferted 
with his followers to the Roman camp, and was 
^ifmified to enjo^y the fervile honours of the Byzan* 
tine court % From Rhegium to Naples, the Beet 
and army of Belifarius, almoft always in view of 
fsach other^ advanced near three hundred miles - 
along the fea-coaft; The people of Bruttium, 
^ucania, and Campania, who abhorred the name 

f» In hrt chronology, imitated in fome degree from Thacydidct, Pro- 
copius be%\xi% each fpring the years of Juftinian and of the Gotliic war 5 
and his firrt aera coincides with tlie firft of April 535, and not 536, accordi- 
ing to the Annals of Baronius (PagiCrit. torn. ii. p. 555. who is followed by 
Muratori and the editors of Sigonius). Yet in fome paflages we are at a 
loft to reconcile the dates of Procopius with himfelf, and with the Chronipk 
of MarcdiiDus. 

«J The feiles of the firft Gothic war is reprefentcd by Procopius (I. I. 
c. 5—29. 1. ii. c. 1—30. 1. iii. c. i.) till the captivity of Vitigcs. With the 
aid of Sigonius (0pp. torn. i. de Imp. Occident. K xvii, xviii.) and 
Muratori (Annali dUtalia, torn, v.), I have gleaned fome few additional 

fads. 

^ Jornandes, de Rebns Oeticis, c. 60. p. 702. edit. Grot, and torn. !• 
p. 221. Muratorij de SuccelT. Regn. p. 24 1. 

and 
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CHAP, and religion of the Goths, embraced the ipecioiis 
excufe, that their ruined walls were incapable of 
defence : the. foldiers paid a juft equivalent for a 
plentiful market; and curiofity alone interrupted 
the peaceful occupations of the hufbandman or 
artificer. Naples, which has fwelled to a great 
and populous capital, long cheriflied the language 
and manners of a Grecian colony ^' ; and the choice 
of Virgil had ennobled this elegant retreat, which 
attraded the lovers of repofe and ftudy, from the 
noife, the fmoke, and the laborious opulence of 
Rome^^ As foon as the place was invefted by 
fea and land, Belifarius gave audience to the deipu* 
ties of the people, who exhorted him to difregard 
a conqueft unworthy of his arms, to feek the Gothic 
king in a field of battle, and, after his vi&ory, to 
claim, as the fovereign' of Rome, the allegiance 
of the dependent cities. ^' When I treat with my 
^^ enemies,'' replied the Roman chief, with an 
haughty fmile, ^^ 1 am more .accuftomed to give 
*^ than to receive counfel : but I hold kk one hand 
*' inevitable ruin, and, in the other, peace and 
•* freedom, fuch as Sicily now enjoys." The im- 
patience of delay urged him to grant the moft 

. 6> Nero (fays Tacitus, Annal. xv« 35.) Neapollm quafi Graeoam urbem 
duleglL One hundri^d and fifty years afterwards, in the time of Septinruiis 
Severus, the Hdlcmjm of the Neapolitans is praifed by PhiloHratus; 
yoQ^ T^}Xmii km nrvxci, oQev kou rouq <rTChi^a,i ru/^qyvv 'E,'^r^nx•i usr^ 
(icon. 1. i. p. 763. edit. Clear.). 

<>6 The otiumof Naples is praifed by tht Roman poets, by Virgil, Ho;*acej 
Silius Italicus, and Statius (Cluver. Ital. Ant. 1. iv. p. 1x492 ii50.X» Jn 
an elegant epiiUe (Sylv. 1. iii. 5. p. 94—98. edit. Markland), Sutius under? 
jpikes the difficult taik of drawing bii wife from the plearures of Rome tQ 
that calm retreat. 

liberal 
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Kberal terms; his honour fecured their performance: chap. 
but Naples was divided into two fadions ; and the 
Greek democracy was inflamed by their orators, 
who, with much fpirit and fome truth, reprefented 
to the multitude, that the Goths would punifli 
their defeftion, and that Belifarius himfelf muft 
efteem their loyalty and valour. Their delibera* 
tions, however, were not perfeftly free : the city 
was commanded by eight hundred Barb^ians, 
whofe wives and children were detained at Ravenna 
• as the pledge of their fidelity ; and evtn the Jews, 
who were rich and numerous, refifted, with defperate 
enthufiafm, the intolerant laws of Juftinian. In a 
much later period, the circumference of Naples ^^ 
meafured only two thoufand three hundred and 
fixty-three paces ^*: the fortifications were defended 
by precipices or the fea ; when the aquedu£ls were 
intercepted, a fupply of water might be drawn from 
wells and fountains; and the ftock of provifions 
was fufGcient to confume the patience of the 
befiegers. At the end of twenty days, that of Beli* 
iarius was almofl: exhaufted, and he had reconciled 
himfelf to the difgrace of abandoning the fiege, 
that he .might march, before the winter feafon, 
againft Rome and the Gothic king. Bi^t his 

^7 This ipeafure was taken by Roger I. after tljc conqueft of Naples 
(A. D. 1139)9 which he made the capital of his new kingdom (Giannone^ 
liloria Civile, torn. ii. p. 169.)* That city, the third in ChriiUan Europe, 
is now at leaft twelve miles in circumference (Jul. Carfar. Capaccii Hi^ 
NeapoL 1. i. p. 47.), and contains more inhabitants (350,000) in t given 
fpace, than any other fpot in the known world. 

6S Not geometrical, but common, paces or fteps, of si French inches 
(d*AnvilIe, Mefures Itineraires, p. 7, 8.) rthc 9363 do not in«ke an Engtifli 
mile. ,■ 

anxiety 
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^ ff A 1*. inxicty was relieved by the bold curiofity of an 
J Ifaurian, who explored the dry channel of an aque« 
duft, and fecretly reported, that a paffage might 
be perforated to introduce a file of armed foldier« 
into the heart of the city. When the work had 
been filently executed, the humane general riiked 
the difcovery of his fecret, by a lad and fruitleft 
admonition of the impending danger/ In the darkf 
mfs of the night, four hundred Rpmans entered 
the aqueduft, raifed themfelves by a rope, which 
they faftened to an olive tree, into the houfe or 
garden of a folitary matron, founded their trumpets, 
furprifed the centinels, and gave admittance tq 
their companions, who on all fides fcaled the waHs^ 
and burft open the gates of the city. Every 
prime which, is puniflied by focial jufb'ce, wa^ 
J^raftifed as the , rights of war ; the Huns were 
diftinguiChed by cruelty and facrilege, and Belifa- 
Hus alone appeared in the ftreets and churches of 
JsTaples, to moderate the calamities which • he pre* 
difted, ** The gold and filver,** he repeatedly 
exclairned, ^* are the juft rewards of your valour, 
^^ But fpare the inhabitants, they are Chriftians, 
^* they ^re fuppliants, they are now your fellow- 
** fubjefts. Reftor^ the children to their parents^ , 
*• the wives to thefr hufbands ; and (hew them by 
** your generofityl pf what friends they have 
♦• obftinately deprived themfelves." fhe city was 
faved by the yiriue and authority of its conq\ieror % 

and 

^ S«]{|^pius was i!r[{i!»ved by. Pope S^lverius for the maHTacre. Ha 

repeppled Naples^ and imported colonics of African captives intp SiciJ^^ 

■ •' : - ' Calabriaj 
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61didiK^hen tbe Neapolitans fetarned to theitboufe^i c ir a Pa 
they fouod fome confolation in the fecret €njoy-> 
mept of their hidden treafures^ The Barbarian 
garrifon enlifted in the fervice of the emperot ; 
Apulia and Calabria, delivered from the odious 
prefenceof the Goths, acknowledged his dominion) 
and the tufks of the Calydonian boar, which were 
ftiil (hewn at Beneventum, are curioufly defcribed 
by the hiftorian of Belifarius^^ 

The faithful foidiers and citizens of Naples had ^. - 
expected their deliverance from a prince> who luijr, 
remained the inadive and almoft indifferent fpedatof ji'u^ti^ 
of their ruin. Theodatus fecufed his perfon within ^' ^- ^^ 
the walls of Rome, while his cavalry advanced 
isffiy miles on the Appian way^ and encamped in 
the Pomptine mar(hes ; which, by a canal of nine* 
tQen miles in length, had been recently drained 
and converted into excellent paftures ''• But the 
principal forces of the Goths were difperfed ia 
Dalmatia, Venetia, and Gaul ; and the feeble mind 
of their king was confounded by the unfaccefsfol 
event of a divination, which feemed to pre&ge tht 

C^labrU^ and Apulia (Hlft. MifceU. U xvl. in Murstori, torn, u p. i9#, 

ioy;). 

?• fiene^entum was built by DIomedc, the nephew of Meitagcr (Cluv«e.% 
torn. ii. p« 11959 1196.)* The Calydonian hunt is a piAure of favage life 
(Ovid, Metamorph. 1. viii.). Thirty or forty hcrocrs were leagiicd againil a 
hog *. the brutes (not the hog) quai relied with a lady for the bead. 

7> The Decennovium is ftrangely confounded by Cluvedu^ ^(tom. tL 
p* 1007.) with Che river Ufens. It was in truth a canal of nineteen miieSy 
fron:i Foriim Appii to Tcrrawina, on which Horace embarked in tlM night. 
The Decennovium which is mentioned by Lucan» Dion CalBus, aixl Caffio- 
tfOriUt, bus be«o fuAciently ruined, reftortd^ and obliterated (d*AnWUt^ 
Attalyft de I'ltalie, p. its, ^0* 

A downfal 
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CHAP, downlal of his femptre '*. The moft abjefl flav*ci 
^^^* have arraigned the guiit or weaknefs of an unfor* 
tunate mafter. The charader of Theodatus y^z:$ 
rigoronfiy fcrutinized by a ftee and idle camp of 
Barbarians, confcious of their privilege and power : 
he was declared unworthy of his race, his nation, 
and his throne ; and their general Vitiges, whofe 
valour had been fignalized in the lUyrian war, was 
raifed with unanimous applaufe on the bucklers of 
his companions. On the firft rumour, the abdi- 
cated monarch fled from the juftice of his coun« 
try ; but. he was purfued by private revenge. A 
Goth whom he had injured in his love, overtook 
Theodatus on the Flaminian way, and, regardlefs 
of his unmanly cries, ilaughtered him, as he }ay 
proftrate on the ground, like a vidira (fays the 
hiftorian) at the foot of the altar. The choice of 
ihe people is the beft and pureft title to reign over 
them : yet fuch is the prejudice of every age, thai 
Vitiges impatiently wiihed to return to Ravenna, 
where he might feize, with the reluftant hand of 
the daughter of Amalafontha, fome* feint fhadotii^ 
of hereditary right. A national council was im* 
.mediately held, and the new monarch reconciled 
the impatient fpirit of the Barbarians, to a meafurc 
..pf difgr ace, which the mifcondiift of his predo* 
ceffor rendered wife and indifpenfable. The- Goths 



7^ A Jew {:ratified his contempt and hatred for afi the ChriflianSi tif 
inclofing three bands, each often hogs, and diicriminated by the name»d^ 
ppths, Greeks, and Romans. Of the firll, almoft all were feiind dead-« 
almost all the fecond were a]ive.«-of the third, half dkd^ and the reft loft 
their brUUes. No unfuitable emblem of the event* 

C0lt> 



bf the' kom an EMpmfc 



223 



(fonfifttf ed to retreat in the prefence of a via^orious crap., 
enemy ; to delay till the nextfpring the operations 
q£ offeniive war ; to fummon their featured forces; 
to relinqniih their diftant pofieffions, and to truft 
even Rome itfelf to the faith of its inhabitants. 
Leuderis, an aged warrior, was left in the capital 
with foiir thoufand foldiers ; a feeble garrifon, 
which liii^ have feconded the zeal, though it 
was incapable of oppofmg the wiflies^ of the Ro« 
mans« But a momentary enthufiafm of religbn 
and patriotifm was kindled in their minds* They 
furiojufly exclaimed, that the apoftolic throne ifaould 
no longer be profaned by the triumph or toleration 
of Amnifm ; that the tombs of the Casfars ihould 
no longer be trampled by the favages of the norths 
and, witbbUt refieding, that Italy rnufl link into a 
province of Conftantuiople, they fondly hailed the 
reftoratjon of a Roman emperpr as a new asra of 
feeedomand prolperity. The deputies of the 
pope and Qlergy, of the fenate and people, invited 
the lieutenant of Juftinian to accept their voluntary 
aUegiance, and to enter the city,* whofe gates would 
be thrown open for his reception* As foon as 
JBeiifarius had fortified his new conquers, Naples 
and Cumse, he advanced about twenty miles to the 
banks of the Vulturiius, contemplated the decayed 
grandeiir of Capua, and halted at the feparatioii 
of the Latin and Appian ways. The work of the 
cenfor, after the inceflant ufe of nine centuries, 
. ftill pre&rved its primeval beauty, and not a flaw 
could be difcovered in the large polifhed flones, of 

1 5 * which 



tt4 



C H AFi 



Bflifarius 
enters 

A. D. 5j6> 



Siege of 
kome by 
the Gothi, 
A D. 537» 

Mftrclu 



tHE iJEtttNi: ANf> FAtt 

which thsit foUd, thotigb narrow rdad, was fo 
firmly compared ^^ Bdtfarius, h^^^ver, pre^ 
ferted the Latin way^ whicb^ at a diftance frolii 
the fea and the mirlhes, ikirted in a ipace dl oao 
hundred and twenty miles alcmg the foot of the 
tnountajna. His enemies had difiippeared ; -when 
be made his entrance through the Afinariaii gate^ 
the garrifon departed without moleftatiou along thp 
Flaminian way ; and the city, after fixty years fer-> 
i^ude^ was delivered from the yoke of the Barbae 
fians. Leuderis alone, from a motive of prid^ or 
difcontent) refufed to accompany the fugitives ^ 
aiid the Gothic chief, hinifelf a trophy of the vic« 
tory, was fent with the keys of Rome to tJb^thtoM 
of. the emperor Juftiriian \ 

The fitft days, which coincided witll the old 
Saturnalia, were devoted to mutual coi^atulalion 
and the public joy : and the Catholics prqxared td 
celebrate, without a rival, the approaching f^Tid 
of the nativity of Chrifk. In the faimliar conver^^ 
fation of an hero, the Romans acquired fome 
notion of the virtues which hiilory afcribed €o^ theit 
ahceftors) they were ediiied by the slpparent 
refped of Belifarius for the fucceflbr of St. Pecei'^ 



il Bergter (Hifl. des Grands Cbemins des Roroainsi torn. i. p* 
ft 28* 440—444.) examines the Arudure and materials, while d^Aiiviile 
(Analyfc de Tltalie, p. 200—213.) defines the gec^raphical line. '^ 

74 Of the fir/l recovery of Rome, the year (536) is U]rtaio» from the Mt$ 
ef events, rather than from the corrupt, or interpolated, text of Procopius: 
tlic month (December) is afccrtained by Evagrius (1. iv. c, 19.) J and the «£jy 
(the te/tth) may be admitted on the (light evidence of Nicephoras CallifthttS 
(Lxvii. c. i3.)» For this accurate chronology, wc arc indebted to thediU* 
genceand judgment of Pagi (tom.ii, p. 559, 56o.)« 

and 
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and his rigid difcipline fecured in the midft of war chap. 
the bleffings of tranquillity and juftice. They ap-^ 
iJauded the rapid fuccefs of his arms, \v^hich over- 
tan the adjacent country, as for as Narni, Perufiaij 
and Spoleto ; but they trembled, the fenate, the 
clergy, and the unwarlike people, as foon as they 
under (lood, that he had refolved, and would fpeedily 
he reduced, to fuftain a fiege againft the powers 
of the Gothic monarchy. The defigns of Vitiges 
were executed, during the winter feafon, with dili- 
gence and effe^. From their ruftic habitations,^ 
from their difiant gatrifons, the Goths affembled at 
Havenna for the defence of their country j and 
fuch were tbdr numbers, that after an army had 
been detached for the relief of Dalmatia, one hun- 
dred and iifty thoufand fighting men marched un-< 
der the royal ftaildard. According to the degree* 
of rank or merit, the Gothic king diftributed arms 
and holies, rich gifts, and liberal promifes: he 
moved along the Flaminian way, declined the ufe- 
lefs fieges of Pierufia and Spoleto, refpefted thd 
impregnable rock of Narni, and arrived within 
two miles of Rome at the foot of the Milvian 
bridge. The narrow paiTage was fortified with a 
tower, and Belifarius had computed the value of 
the twenty days, which muft be loft in the con* 
ftruftion of another bridge. But the confternation 
of the foldiers of the tower, who cither fled or de- 
ferted, difappointed his hopes, and betrayed his 
perfon into the moft imminent danger. At the 
head of one thoufand horfe, the Roman general 
(allied from the Flaminian gate to mark the ground 
Vol. VII. (^ of 
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c HA P. of an advantageous pofition, and to furvey the 
camp of the Barbarians ; but while he ftill believed 
them on the other fide of the Tyber, he was fud- 
denly encompaffed and aiTaulted by their innu* 
meraSle fquadrons. The fate of Italy depended 
on his life ; and the deferters pointed to the coi^- 
fpicuous horfe, a bay ^', with a white face, which 
he rode on that memorable day. " Aim at the 
*' bay horfe," was the univerfal cry. Every bow 
was bent, every javelin was direOied, againft that 
fatal obje£l, and the command was repeated and 
obeyed by thoufands who were ignorant of its real 
motive. The bolder Barbarians advanced to the 
more honourable combat of fwords and fpears ; and 
the praife of an enemy has graced the fall of 
Vifandus, the ftandard-bearer '% who maintained 
•his foremoft ftation, till he was pierced with thir- 
teen wounds, perhaps by the hand of Belifarius 
himfelf. The Roman general was ftrong, a£tive, 
and dexterous: on every fide he difcharged his 
weighty and mortal (Irokes : his faithful guards 
imitated his valour, and defended his perfon ; and 
the Gothsr, after the lofs of a thoufand men, fled 
before the arm^ of an hero. They were raihly 

7? An horfe of a bay or red colour was (lyled (^aXioj by the Greeks, b»lan 
by the BarbarUns, and fpadix by the Romans. . HoneAi fpadlces, fays Vir- 
gil (Ceorgic 1. iii. 72. with the Obfcrvaticns of Martin and Heync). X«'a^iJ 
or ^oc4ov, iignifiest a braoch of the palm-tree, whofe name^ ^oivtl, is fjnonj*- 
mous to red (Aulus Gdlius, ii. 26.}. 

76 I interpret /^»vda?.atpjoc, not as a proper name, hiit r»n office, ftandard- 
bcarcr, from bai^dum (ve?(ilium), a Barbaiic word adopted by the Greeks apd 
Romans (Paui Diacon. 1. i.« c. 20; p. jl^o* Grot* Nomina Got Ivca, d* 575. 
Duwanse,Gioff, Latin, torn. i. p. 53^, 54o.)» 

purfued 
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purfued to their camp ; and the Romans, opprefled chap. 
by moltitudes, made a gradual, and at length a pre- ^^-^^^ 
cipitate retreat to the gates of the city : the gates 
were (hut againfl: the fugitives; and the public 
terror was increafed, by the report, that Belifarius 
was flain. His countenance was indeed disfigured 
by fweat, duft, and blood ; his voice was hoarfe, 
his (Irength was almoft exhaufted ; but his uncon- 
querable fpirit ftiil remained; he imparted that 
fpirit to his defponding companions ; and their laft 
defperate charge was felt by the flying Barbarians, 
as if a new army, vigorous and entire, had been 
poured from the city. The Flaminian gate was vaionr of 
thrown open to a real triumph ; but it was not be- 
fore Belifarius had vifited every poft, and provided 
for the public fafety, that he could be perfuaded 
by his wife and friends, to tafte the needful refrefh- 
ments of food and fleep. In the more improved 
ftate of the art of war, a general is feldom required 
or even permitted to difplay the perfonal prowefs 
of a foldier ; and the example of Belifarius may be 
added to the rare examples of Henry IV. of Pyrrhus, 
and of Alexander. 

After this firfl: and unfuccefsful trial of their His^rfcnct 
enemies, the whole army of the Goths pafled the 
Tybcr, and formed the fiege of the city, which 
continued above a year, till their final departure. 
Whatever fancy may conceive, the fevere compafs 
of the geographer defines the circumference of 
Rome within a line of twelve miles and three hun- 
dred and forty*five paces ; and that circumference, 
except in the Vatican, has invariably been the lame 

QjL from 
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CHAP, from the triumph of Aurelian to the peaceful but 



xu. 



obfcuTC reign of the modern popes '^ But in the 
day of her greatnefs, the fpace within her walls was 
crowded with habitations and inhabitants ; and the 
populous fuburbs, that ftretched along the public 
roads, were darted like fo many rays from one 
common centre. Adverfity fwept away thefe ex- 
traneous ornaments, and ieft naked and defolate 
a confiderable part even of the feven hills. Yet 
Rome in its prefent ftate could fend into the 
field above thirty thoufand males of a military 
age ^' } and, notwithftanding the want of difcipline 
and exercife, the far greater part, enured to the 
hardfliips of poverty, might be capable of bearing 
arms for the defence of their country and religion. 
The prudence of Belifarius did not neglect this 
important refource. His foldiers were relieved by 
the zeal and diligence of the people, who watched 
while they flept, and laboured while ihey repofed : 
he accepted the voluntary fervicc of the brav6ft 
and moft indigent of the Roman youth ; and the 
companies of townfmen fometimes reprefented, in 
a vacant poft, the prcfence of the troops which 
had been drawn away to more effential duties. But 

77 M* d'Aovili«haf fWen, In the Memoirs of the Academy for tii« year 
1756 (torn. XXX. p. 19S— 136.)) a plan of Rome on a fmailer fcaie, but far 
tiiore accurate than that which he had delineated in 1738 for RoUin*s hiftofy- 
Expcriente hadhnpfoved bis knowledge ; and, infte^d of RoiIi*s topognpbj, 
beufed the new and excellent mapof NoUt. Pliny's old meafure of xiix 
muft be reduced to viii miles. It is eafier to alter a text} than to remove 
ibilb or^buildings. 

78 In the year 1709, Labat (Voyages en ItaHe» torn. Ui. p.ai8.) RckMi4 
138,568 Cbridian fouls, befides 8 or io,oco Jews-- without fouk?— In the 
year 1763, the numbers exceeded x6o,ooo. 

hi* 
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his juft confidence was placed in the veterans wha chap. 
had fought under his banper m the Periian and Afn- 
can wars ; and although that gallant band was re« 
duced to five thoufand men, he undertook, with 
fnch contempcible numbers, to defend a circle of 
twelve miles, againfl an army of one hundred and 
fifty thoufand Barbarians. In the walls of Rome, 
which Belifarius conftrufted or reftored, the ma- 
terials of ancient architefture may be difcerned ^^ ; 
and the whole fortification was completed, except 
in a chafm flill extant between the Pincian and 
Flaminian gates, which the prejudices of the Goths 
and Romans left under the effe^uai guard of St* 
Peter the apoftle '*. The battlements or baftions 
were fhaped in (harp angles ; a ditch, broad and 
deep, proteAed the foot of the rampart j and the 
archers on the rampart were afSfted by military 
engines ; the balijiay a powerful crofs-bow, which 
darted (hort but mafTy arrows ; the onagri^ or wild 
afles, which, on the principle of a fling, threw 
ftones and bullets of an enormous fize ^\ A chain 
was drawn acrofs the Tyber ; the arches of the 
aquedufls were made impervious, and the mole or 

' 79 The accurate eye of NardinI(Roma Antlca> 1. i. c. vili, p. 31.) could 
diAingttifli the tumukuarie opera di Iclirario. 

80 The fiflure and leaning in the upper part of the wall, which Procopius 
obferved (Goth. 1. i. c. 13.), is vifible to the prefent hour (Donai. Roma 
Vetus, l.i. c. 17 p. 55, 54.). 

*< JLipfius (Opp. torn. ill. Poliorcet. 1. Hi.) \vas ignorant of this clear 
and confpicuous paflageof Procopius (GotU. 11. c. 11 j. The engine was 
named ovoyfo;, the wild afs, a caicitrando (Hen. Steph. Thcfaur. IJngUje 
Graec tom.u. p. 1340, 1341* torn. ill. p. 877. )• I have feen an ingenious 
model) contrived and executed by general Melviiie, vrhich imitates or fur- 
pailfes the ^f t of antiquity. 

Q^^ fepulchre 
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CHAP, fepulchre of Hadrian'* was converted, for the firft 
^ time, to the ufes of a citadel. That venerable 
ftruftiire, which contained the afties of the Auto- 
nines, was a circular turret rifing from a quadran- 
gular bafis : it was covered with the white marble 
of Paros, and decorated by the ftatues of gods and 
heroes ; and the lover of the arts muft read with a 
figh, that the works of Praxiteles or Lyfippus were 
torn from their lofty pedeftals, and hurled into the 
ditch on the heads of the befiegers ^*. To each of 
his lieutenants, Belifarius affigned the defence of a 
gate, with the wife and peremptory inftruftion, 
that, whatever might be the alarm, they (hould 
fteadily adhere to their refpedive pofts, and truft 
their general for the fafety of Rome. The formi- 
' dable hoft of the Goths was infufBcient to embrace 
the ample meafure of the city: of the fourteen 
gates, feven only were inverted from the Praeneftine 
to the Flaminian way ; and Vitigcs divided his 
troops into fix camps, each of which was fortified 
with a ditch and rampart. On the Tufcan fide 
of the river, a feventh encampment was formed 
in the field or circus of the Vatican, for the im- 
portant purpofe of commanding the Milvian bridge 

9% The defcription of this maufolenm, or mole, in Procopius (I.i. c. a5-)» 
is the firft and btft. The height above the walls crx^^v ej X*6«/9oX»iy. 
On NoUi*s great plan, the fides meafure 260 £nghAi.fepc. 

81 Pra:^ite]es excelled in Fauns, and that of /Uhens was his own mafter- 
pie:e. Rome now contains above thirty cf the fame charadlier. Wlven the 
, ditch of St. Angelo was cJcanfed under Urban VJII. the workmen found 
the fl?eping Faun of the Barberini palace; but a |eg, a thigh, and the right 
arm, had been bioken from that beautiful ftatue (Winckelmany Hift.de 
TArt^ turn. ii. p. 52, 53. torn iii. p. 265.)* 

and 
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and the courfe of the Tyber ; but they approached . ^ " ^ ^* 
with devotion the adjacent church of St. Peter ; w-s,.-!*^ 
and the threfhold of the holy apofties was refpeded 
during the fiege by a Chriftian enemy. In the 
ages of viftory, as often as the fenate decreed fome 
diftant conqueft, the conful denounced hoililities, 
by unbarring, in folemn pomp, 'the gates of the 
temple of Janus "*. Domeftic war now rendered 
the admonition fuperfluous, and the ceremony was ' 
fuperfeded by the eftablifliment of a new religion. 
But the brazen temple of Janus was left {landing 
in the forum ; of a fize fufEcient only to contain 
the (latue of the god, five cubits in height, of a 
human form, but with two faces, direfted to the 
eaft and weft. The double gates were likewife of 
brafs ; and a fruitlefs effort to turn them on their 
rufty hinges^ revealed the fcandalous fecret, that 
fome Romans were ftill attached to the fuperftition 
of their anceftor«. 

Eighteen days were employed by the befiegers, Repuifesa 
to provide all the inftruments of attack which an- fo"h^of ^the 
tiquity had invented. Fafcines were prepared to ^^*'^** 
fill the ditches, fcaling-ladders to afcend the walls. 
The" largeft trees of the foreft fupplied the timbers 
of four battering-rams ; their heads were armed 
with iron ; they were fufpended by ropes, and each 
of them was worked by the labour of fifty men. 
The lofty wooden turrets moved on wheels or 

84 Procopius has given the beft dcfcripdon of the temple of Janus, a 
natk>nal deity of Latium (Heyne, Excuif. v. ad 1. viu ^neid.). It was 
once a gate in the primitive city of Komulus and Numa (Nardini, p. 13. 
256. 3a9>). Virgil has dercribed the ancient rite, like a poet and an antl^ 
quarian. 

0^4 rollers, 



xu. 
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c HA P. rollers, and formed a fpacious platform of tbelevet 
of the rampart. On the morning of the nineteenth 
day, a general attack was made from the Prac» 
neftine gale to the Vatican : feven Gothic columns, 
with their military engines, advanced to the affault ; 
and the Romans who lined the ramparts, liftened 
with doubt and anxiety to the cheerful affurances 
of their commander. As foon as the enemy ap- 
proached the ditch, 3elifarius himfelf drew the firft 
arrow ; and fuch was his ftrength and dexterity, 
that he transfixed the foremoft of the Barbarian 
leaders. A fliout of applaufe and victory was re* 
echoed along the wall. He drew a fecond arrow, 
and the ftroke was followed with the fame fuccefs 
and the fame acclamation. The Roman general 
then gave the word, that the archers fliould aim at 
the teams of oxen ; they were Inftantly covered 
with mortal wounds ; the towers which they drew, 
remained ufelefs and immoveable, and a fingle mor 
ment difconcerted the laborious projefts of the 
king of the Goths. After this difappointment, 
Vitiges ftill continued, or feigned to continue, the 
aflault of the Salarian gate, that he might div^t 
the attention of his adverfary, while his principal 
forces more ftrenuouily attacked the Praenefline 
gate and the fepulchre of Hadrian, at the diftance 
of three miles from each other. Near the former, 
the double walls of the Vivariun^ ** were low or 
l^roken } the fortifications of the latter were feebly 

•5 Vfoarium was an angle in the new wall inclofecl for wild beads (Pror 
Copiu5, Goth. 1. i. c »3*). Thefpoc is itill vifible in Nardini (1. iv. c. 2. 
p* I59> ^^0.) and NoIii*s great pi^nof Roipe. 

guarded ; 
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guarded : the vigour of the Goths was excited ^ ^ ^ p. 
by the hope of viftory and fpoU ; and if a fingle ^^,^y^mj 
poft had given way, the Romans, and Rome itfelf» 
were irrecoverably loft. This perilous day was the 
raoft glorious in the life of Belifarius. Amidfl: 
tumult and difmay, the whole plan of the attack 
^nd defence was diftindly prefent to his mind ; he 
obferved the chsmges of each inftant, weighed every 
poffible advantage, tranfported his perfon to the 
fcenes of danger, and communicated his fpirit in 
calm and decifive orders. The conteft was fiercely 
maintained from the morning to the evening ; the 
Goths were repulfed on all fides, and each Romaa 
might boaft, that he had vanquifhed thirty Bar*' 
barians^ if the ftrange difproportion of numbers 
l^ere not counterbalanced by the merit of one man* 
Thirty thoqiiand Goths, according to the confeffioa 
of their own chie&, periflied in this bloody a^on ; 
9fid the multitude of the wounded was equal to 
that of the ftain. When they advanced to the 
aflai^lt, their clofe diforder fuffered not a javelin to 
fali without efeft i and as they retired, the popa- 
lace of the city joined the purfuit, and flaughtered^ 
with impunity, the backs of their flying enemies. 
Belifarius inftantly fallied from the gates ; and whil$ His fiiiues. 
the foldiers chaunted his name and victory, the 
Jioftile engines of war were reduced to aflies. Such 
was the lofs and confternation of the Goths, that, 
from this day, the fiege of Rome degenerated 
into a tedious and indolent blockade; and they 
were inceflantly haraffed by the Roman general, 
>yho, in frequent ikirmiflies, deftroycd above five^ 

thoufafld 
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CHAP, thoufand of their braveft troops. Their cavalry 
was unpraftifed in the ufe of . the bow ; their 
archers ferved on foot ; and this divided force was 
incapable of contending with their adverfaries, 
whofe lances and arrows, at a diftance, or at hand, 
were alike formidable. The confummate ikill of 

* * 

Belifarius embraced the favourable opportunities : 
and as he chofe the ground and the moment, as he 
preffed the charge or founded the retreat***, the 
fquadrons which he detached were feldom unfuc- 
cefsful. Thefe partial advantages difFufed an im- 
patient ardour among the foldiers and people, 
who began to feel the hardfliips of a fiege, and to 
difregard the dangers of a general engagement. 
Each plebeian conceived himfelf to be an hero, and 
the infantry, who, fince the decay of difcipline, 
were rejeded from the line of battle, afpired to the 
ancient honours of the Roman legion. Belifarius 
praifed the fpirit of his troops, condemned their 
prefumption, yielded to their clamours, and pre* 
pared the remedies of a defeat, the poffiWlity of 
which he alone had courage to fufpeft. In the 
quarter of the Vatican, the Romans prevailed; 
and if the irreparable moments had not been wafted 
in the pillage of the camp, they' might have occu- 
pied the Milvian bridge, and charged in the rear 
of the Gothic hoft. On the other fide of the 



S6 For the Roman trumpet and its various notes, conAilt LipHus, de 
Militia Romana (t)pp. torn. iii. I. iv. Dialog, x. p. 1^5— iig.)* A mode 
of diftinguiftiing the charge by the horfe-trumpet of folid brafs, and the 
riireat by the foot^trumpet of leather and light wood, was recommended by 
Procopius, and adopted by Belifarius (Goth. ). ii. c* 23.}. 

Tyber, 
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Tyber, Belifarius advanced from the Pincian and chap. 

. XLI 

Salarian gates. But his army, four thoufand fol- .^.^^.^ 
diers perhaps, was loft in a fpacious plain ; they 
were encompafled and oppreffed by frefh multi- 
tudes, who continually relieved the broken ranks 
of the Barbarians. The valiant leaders of the 
infantry were unlkilled to conquer ; they died : the 
retreat (an hafty retreat) was covered by the pru- 
dence of the general, and the viftors ftarted back, 
with affright from the formidable afpeft of an 
armed rampart. The reputation of Belifarius was 
unfullied by a defeat ; and the vain confidence of 
the Goths was not lefs ferviceable to his defigns, 
than the repentance and modefty of the Roman 
troops. 

From the moment that Belifarius had detef- Difirds of 
mined to fuftain a fiege, his afliduous care pro- 
vided Rome againft the danger of famine, more 
dreadful than the Gothic arms. An extraordinary 
fupply of cprn was imported from Sicily : the har- 
vefts of Campania and Tufcany were forcibly 
fwept for the ufe of the city : and the rights of 
private property were infringed by the ftrong plea 
of the public fafety. It might eafily be forefeen 
that the enemy would intercept the' aqueducts ; and 
the ceffation of the water-mills was the firft incon- 
venience, which was fpeedily removed by mooring 
large veffels, and fixing mill-ftones in the current 
of the river. The ftream was foon embarraffed 
by the trunks of trees, and polluted with dead 
bodies ; yet fo effeflual were the precautions of 
the Roman general, that the waters of the Tyber 

ftiU 



the city. 
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CHAP, ftill continued to give motion to the milk and 
drink to the inhabitants j the more diftant quarters 
were fupplied from domeflic wells ; and abefieged 
city might fupport, without impatience, the priva- 
tion of her public baths, A large portion of Rome, 
from the Praeneftine gate to the church of St. Paul, 
was never invefted by the Goths j their excurfions 
were reftrained by the activity of the Moorifli 
troops: the navigation of the Tyber, and the 
Latin, Appian, and Oftian ways, were left free and 
unmolefted for the introduftion of corn and cattle, 
or the retreat of the inhabitants, who fought a 
refuge in Campania or Sicily. ^ Anxious to relieve 
himfelf from an ufelefs and devouring multitude, 
Belifarius iffued his peremptory orders for the 
inftant departure of the women, the children, and 
Saves i required his foldiers to difmifs their male 
and female attendants, and regulated their allow- 
ance, that one moiety ihould be given in provi-r 
fions, and the other in money. His forefight was 
juftified by the increafe of the public diftrefs, as 
ibon as the Goths had occupied two important 
pofts in the neighbourhood of Rome. By the lofs 
of the port, or, as it is now called, the city of 
Porto, he was deprived of the country on the right 
of the Tyber, and the beft communication -with 
the fea ; and he reflefted with grief and anger, that 
three hundred men, could he have fpared fuch a 
feeble band, might have defended its impregnable 
works.. Seven miles from the capital, between the 
Appian and the Latin ways^ two principal aquedufts 
Croiimg, and again croffing each other, indofed 

8 within 
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within their folid and lofty arches a fortified fpace *% chap, 
where Vitiges eftabliflied a camp of feven thoufand '^ 
Goths to intercept the convoys of Sicily and 
Campania. The granaries of Rome were infen- 
fibly exhaufted, the adjacent country had been 
wafted with fire and fword ; fuch fcanty fupplies 
as m%ht yet be obtained by hafty cxcurfions, were 
the reward of valour, and the purchafe of wealth : 
the forage of the horfes, and the bread of the fol- 
diers, never failed ; but in the laft months of the 
fiege, the people was expofed to the miferies of 
fcarcity, unwholefome food", and contagious dif- 
orders. Belifarius faw and pitied their fufferings ; 
but he had forefeen, and he watched the decay of 
their loyalty, and the progrefs of their difcontent. 
Adverfity had awakened the Romans from the 
dreams of grandeur and freedom, and taught them ' 
the humiliating leflfon, that it was of fmall moment 
to their real happinefs, whether the name of their 
mafter was derived from the Gothic or the Latia 
language. The lieutenant of Juftinian liftened to 
their juft complaints, but he rejected with difdain 
the idea of flight or capitulation ; reprefied their 

'7 Procopius (Goth. LiL c 3.) has forgot to name thefe aquedud^scnor 
ctn fuch a double interfcfiion, at fuch a dlftance from Rome^ be dearly 
afcertalned from the writings of Frontinus Fabretti and Efchinard, de Aquit 
and de Agro Romano, or from the local maps of Lameti and Ciogolani. 
Seven or ei]{ht miles from the city (50 fladia), on the lQ^d. to Albanoy 
between the Latin and Appian ways, I difcern the remains of an aqueduct 
(probably the Septimiao), a feries (630 paces) of arches twonty-five feef 

tS They made faufages, «7^Tftf» of mule's fle(h : unwh<^efome, Iftfat 
anfmals had died of the plague. Otherwife the famous Bologna laufagcs are 
faid 10 be made of afs ^f;(h (Voyages de Labat| tom.ii« p.aiS.). 

clamorous 
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CHAP, clamorous impatience for battle ; amufed them 
^..^--v^ with the profpedt of fure and fpeedy relief j and 
fecured himfelf and the city from the eflfeds of theif 
defpair or treachery. Twice in each month he 
changed the ftation of the officers to whom the 
cuftody of the gates was committed : the various 
precautions, of patroles, watch-words, lights, and 
mufic, were repeatedly employed to difcover what- 
ever pafled on the ramparts j out-guards were 
pofted beyond the ditch, and the trufty vigilance 
of dogs fupplied the more doubtful fidelity of man* 
kind. A letter was intercepted, which affured the 
king of the Goths, that the Afinarian gate, adjoin- 
ing to the Lateran church, fliould be fecretly 
Exile of opened to his troops. On the proof or fufpicion 
^pcsyvc Qf jj^g^iQu^ feveral fenators were baniflied, and the 
A.D.^S37> pope Sylvervus was fummoned to attend the repre- 
fentative of his fovereign, at his head-quarters in 
the Pincian palace *^ The ecclefiaftics who fol- 
lowed their bifliop, were detained in the firft or 
fecond apartment ^% and he alone was admitted to 
the prefence of Belifarius. The conqueror of 
Rome and Carthage was modeftly feated at the 
feet of Antonina, who reclined on a Ilately couch : 

89 The name of the palace, the hiU, and the adjoining gate, were all 
derived from the fenator Pincius. Some recent vefliges of temples and 
churches are now fmoothed in the garden of the Minims of the'Triniti del 
Monte (Mardini^ 1. Iv« c. 7. p. 196. ' Efchinard, p. 209, 210. the old plan 
of BuifalinOy and the gi'cat plan of Nolii..). Belifarius had fixed his Aation 
l^ween the Pincian and Salarian gates (Frocop. Goth. 1. i. c. 15.). 

.y> From the mention of the primum ct fecundum velum, it fhould feeni' 

that Beufarius, e«en in a fifge, rsprefenicd the crtiperor, and maintained 

the proud ceremonial of the Byzantine palace* 

» 
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the general was filent, but the voice of reproach c h a p. 
and menace iffued from the mouth of his impe- v^^j^-v-^* 
rious wife. Accufed by credible witneffes, and 
the evidence of his own fubfcription, the fuc- 
ceffor of St. . Peter was defpoiled of his pon- 
tifical ornaments, clad in the mean habit of a 
monk, and embarked, without delay, for a diftant 
exile in the Eaft. At the emperor's command, 
the clergy of Rome proceeded to the choice of a 
new bilhop ; and after a folemn invocation of the 
Holy Ghoft, elected the deacon Vigilius, who had 
purchafed the papal throne by a bribe of two hun- 
dred pounds of gold. The profit, and confequently 
the guilt, of this fimony, was imputed to Belifa- 
riu& : but the hero obeyed the orders of his wife ; 
Antonina ferved the paffions of the emprefs ; and 
Theodora lavifhcd her treafures, in the vain hope 
of obtaining a pontiff hoftile or indifferent to the 
council of Chalcedon ''. 

The epiftle of Belifarius to the emperor an- DeiWerance 
nounced his viftory, his danger, and his refolution. ^^^^^^^''y- 
** According to your commands, we have entered 
" the dominions of the Goths, and reduced to 
"your obedience, Sicily, Campania, and the 
city of Rome : but the lofs of rhefe conquefts 
will be more difgraceful than their acquifition 
was glorious. Hitherto we have fuccefsfully 
fought againft the multitude of the Barbarians, but 



€C 



9» Of this aft of facrilege, Proccpius (Goth. 1. 1, c. 25.) 'is a dry and 
reluft^nt. witnefs. The narratives of Llberatus (nreviarium, c 22.) and 
Anaftafius (de Vit. Font. p. 39.) are charadteiidic, but paiTionate. Hear 
the execrations of Cardinal Earonius (A. D. 536, No. 123. A. D. 538, 
No. 4-^20.) ; porcentuniy faclnus omni execratione dignum. 

" their 
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XLl. 






*' their multitudes may finally prevail. Vi&Qty is the 
" gift of Providence, but the rclputation of kings and 
** generals depends on the fuccefs or the failuw of 
** their defigns. Permit me to fpeak with free- 
" dora : if you wi(h that we (hould live, fend us 
** fubfiftence ; if you defire that we &ould con- 
•* qucr, fend us arms, horfes, and men. The 
*' Romans have received us as friends and dcli- 
^^ verers ; but in our prefent diftrefs, they will be 
either betrayed by their confidence, or we fliall 
be oppreffed by their treachery and hatred. For 
myfelf, my life is confecrated to your fervice : 
•* it is yours to reflcft, whether my death in this 
** (ituation will contribute to the giory and pro* 
*' fperity of your reign.'* Perhaps that reign would 
have been equally profperous, if the peaceful matter 
of the Eaft had abftained firom the conquett of 
Africa and Italy : but as Juttmian was amtndous 
of fame, he made fome efforts, they were feeble 
and languid, to fupport and refcue his vidorious 
general. A reinforcement of fixteen hundred Scla* 
vonians and Huns was led by Martin and Vale- 
rian ; and as they had repofed during the winter. 
feafon in the harbours of Greece, the ftrength of 
the men and horfes was not impaired by the 
fatigues of a fea-voyage; and they diftinguifhed 
their valour in the firlt fally againft the befiegers. 
About the time of the fummer folftice, Euthalius 
landed at Terracina with large fums of money for 
the payment of the troops : he cautioufly proceeded 
along the Appian way, and this convoy entered 

I5,pmc 
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jRotrle through the gate Capena'% while BelUa- chap. 
i;ius, on the . other fide, diverted the attention of 
the Goths by a vigorous and fuccefsful fkirmilh. 
Thefe feafonable aids, the ufe and reputation of 
which were dexter ou fly managed by the Roman 
geijteral, revived the courage, or at leaft the hopes^ 
of the foldiers and people. The hiftorian Proco- 
pips was difpatched with an important commiflion, 
to colleft the troops and provifions which Cam- 
pania could futnifli, or Conftantinople had fent ; 
jind the fecretary of Belifarius was foon followed 
by Antonina berfelf ®% who boldly traverfed the 
pofts of the enemy, and returned with the Ori- 
ental fuccours to the relief of her hufband and the 
befieged city* A fleet of three thoufand Ifaurians 
x:aft anchor in the bay of Naples, and afterwards at 
Ofliia. Above two thoufand horfe, of whom a 
part were Thracians, landed at Tarentum ; and, 
after the junftion of five hundred foldiers of Cam- 
pania,' and a train of waggons laden with wine and 
flour, they direfted their march on the Appian 
way, from Capua to the neighbourhood of Rome. 
The forces that arrived by land and fea, were united 
at the mouth of the Tyber. Antonina convened 
a couacil of war : it was refolved to furmount, 
with fails and oars, the adverfe fliream of the river : 
aod the Goths were apprehenfive of difturbing, by 

9^ The old Capena was removed by Aurelian to, or near, the modern 
gate of St. Sebailian (fee NoUi*$ plan). That memocable fpot has been 
CQhfecrated by the Egerian gro.ve» the memory of Nama> triumphal arpbcs^ 
the fepulclires of the Scipios> Metelli, &c« 

9J The cxpreflion of Procopius has an invidious caft-wn/^w « 'W 
^t(r$(x^g T»}» <rfi«r« ^^ipnfAivn? xfiOfoS^KUv. (Goth. l.Ji. c. 4.). Yet he 
is fj^alun^of a woman. 

Vol. Vn. ,R anj 
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CHAP, any rafli hoftilities, the negociation to which Beli- 
v-^*v-^ farius had craftily liftened. They creduloufly be- 
lieved, that they law no more than the vanguard of 
a fleet and army, which already covered the Ionian 
fea and the plains of Campania ; and the illufion 
was fupported by the haughty language of the Ro* 
man general, when he gave audience to the am- 
baffadors of Vitiges. After a fpecious difcourfe 
to vindicate the juftice of his caufe, they declared 
that, for the fake of peace, they were difpofed to 
renounce the pofleffion of Sicily. " The emperor 
** is not lefs generous," replied his lieutenant, with 
a difdainful fmile, " in return for a gift which 
*' you no longer poflefs j he prefents you with an 
*' antient province of the empire j he refigns to 
** the Goths the fovereignty of the Britifli ifland.** 
Belifarius rejefted with equal firmnefs and con- 
tempt, the offer of a tribute ; but he allowed the 
Gothic ambaffadors to feek their fate from the 
mouth of Juftinian hirhfelf ; and confented, with 
feeming reluftance, to a truce of three months, 
^; from the winter folftice to the equinox of fpring. 
^ • * • Prudence might not fafely truft either the oaths or 
hoflages of the Barbarians, but the confcious fu- 
periority of the Roman chief was expreffed in the 
fieiinirius diftribution of his troops. As foon as fear or 
recovers huncjer Compelled the Goths to evacuate Alba, 

many cities or ^ » 

of Italy. Porto, and Centumcellae, their place was inftantly 
fuppUed} the garrifons of Narni, Spoleto, and 
Perilfia, were reinforced, and the feven camps of 
jthe befiegers were gradually encompaffed with the 
calamities .of a fiege. The prayers and pilgrim* 
age of Datius, bifliop of Milan, were not without 
• r J ' . 8 /. . . cflSft; 
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ieffe^ ; and he obtained one thoufand Thracians c tt a p. 
and IfaurianSy to ailifl; the revolt of Liguria againft ^^-,,.w 
her Arian tyrant. At the fame time, John the 
Sanguinary**, the nephew of Vitalian, was de- 
tached with two thoufand chofen horfe, firft to 
Alba on the Fucine lake, and afterwards to the 
frontiers of Picenum on the Hadriatic fea. " In 
^' that province," faid Belifarius, •^ the Goths 
have depofited their families and treafures, with* 
out a guard or the fufpicion of danger. Doubt- 
*• lefs they will violate the truce : let them feel 
** your prefence, before they hear of your mo- 
*' tions. Spare the Italians ; fuflfer not any forti- 
** fied places to remain hoftile in your rear ; and 
*^ faithfully refer ve the fpoil for an equal and com- 
•* mon partition. It would not be reafonable,** he 
added with a laugh, " that whilft we are toiling 
" to the deftrudion of the drones, our more for^ 
'** tunate brethren fliould rifle and enjoy the 
« honey.'' 

The whole nation of the Oftrogoths had been The cothi 
affembled for the attack, and was almoft entirely "j^J^* 
confumed in the iiege, of Rome. If any credit Rome, 
be due to an intelligent fpeftator, one-third at leaft Marciu 
of their enormous hoft was deftroyed, in frequent 
and bloody combats under the vC^alls of the city. 
The bad feme and pernicious qualities of the fum- 
mer air, might already be imputed to the decay 
of agriculture and population ; and the evils of fa- 
mine and peftilence were aggravated by their owa 



' 94 Anaftafius (p. 401} has^rcfeived thit epithet ot Sanguimtrius, which 
might dg hpnour to • tyger* * . ^ 

Ka Keen- 
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CHAP, liccntioufnefs, and the unfriendly difpofition of ^ 
country. While Vitiges ftruggled with his fortune j 
while he hesitated between fliame and ruin ; his 
retreat was haftened by domeftic alarms. The king^ 
of the Goths was informed by trembling mdS^n-r 
gers, that John the Sanguinary fpnead the devaf- 
tations of war from the Appenine to the Hadriatlc ; 
that the rich fpoiis and innumerable captives of 
Picenum were lodged in the fortifications of Ri- 
mini ; and that this formidable chief had defeated 
his uncle, infuked his capital, and feduced, by 
fecret correfpondence, the fidelity of his wife,* the 
imperious daughter of Amalafontha. 'Yet, before 
he retired, Vitiges made a laft effort, either to 
ftorm or to furprife the city. ^ A fecret paffa^ 
was difcovered in one of the aquedufts ; two citi- 
zens of l|ie Vatican were tempted by bribes to in- 
toxicate the guards of the Aurelian gate ; an attack 
wafi meditated on the walls beyond the Tyber in a 
pl^ce which was not fortified with towers ; and the 
Barbarians advanced, with torches and fcaling- 
kdders, to the affault of the Pincian gate. Bui 
every attempt was defeated by the iatrepid yigi- 
lance of Beliiarius and his band of veterans, who, 
tn the raoft perilous moments, did not regret the 
abfence of their companions ; and the Goths, aGke 
deditute of hope and fubtiffencey cbmoroi;^ 
urged their departure, befpre the truce (hould ex- 
pire, and the Roman cavalry fhouM ^ain be 
junited. One year and nine days ^ter the com^ 
mencement of the fiege, an army, fo lately ftrong 
.and triumpbaiit,. burnt their tents, and tumuitu- 
oufly repaflfed the Milvian bridge. They repafiild 

.2 not^ 
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not with impunity: their thronging muhitudes, chap. 
oppreffed in a narrow paflTage, were driven head- -^^^*^ 
long into the Tyber, by their own fears and the pur- 
fuit of the enemy ; and the Roman general, fally* 
ing from the Pincian gate, infliAed a fevere and 
difgraceful wound on their retreat. The flow 
length of a fickly and defponding boft was heavily 
dragged along the Flaminian way ; from whence 
the Barbarians were fometimes compelled to de- 
viate, left they fbould encounter the hoftile garri- 
fons that guarded the high >oad to Rimmi and 
Ravenna. Yet fo powerful was this fiying army, 
that Vitiges^fpared ten thousand men for the de- 
fence of the eities which he was moft folicitous to 
preferve, and detached his nephew Uraias, with 
an adequate force, for the chaftifement of rebel- 
lious Milan. At the head of his prit^bal army, 
he befieged Rimini, only thirty-three mues diftant 
from the Gothic capital. A feeble rampart, and 
a (hallow ditch, were maintained by the ikitl and 
valour of John the Sanguinary, who ihared the 
danger and fatigue of the meaneft foidier, and emu- 
lated, on a theatre lefs illuftrious, the military 
virtues of his great commander. The towers and ^?'« : 
battering engines of the Barbarians were rendered * 

ufelefs ; their attacks were repulfed ; and the te- 
dious blockade, which reduced the garrifon to the 
laft extremity of hunger, afforded time for the 
union atid march of the Roman forces. A fleet 
which had furprifed Ancona, failed along the coafl: 
of the Hadriatic, to the relief of the befieged city. 
The eunuch Narfes landed in Picenum with two 
thoufand Heruli and five thoufand of the'braveft 

R 3 troops 
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CHAP, troops of the Eaft. The rock of the ' Appenina 
was forced ; ten thoufand veterans moved round 
the foot of the mountains, under the command of 
Belil^rius himfelf ; and a new army, whofe en- 
campment blazed with innumerable lights, appeared 
to advance along the Flaminian way. Over^ 
whelmed with aftonifhment and defpair, the Goth$.- 
abandoiied the fiege of Rimini, their tents, their 
ftandards, and their leaders; and Vitiges, who 
gave or followed the example of flight, never halted 
till he found a (belter within the walls and morales 
of Ravenna. 

To thefe walls, and to fome fortrefles deftitute 
of any mutual fupport, the Gothic <monarchy was 
now reduced. The provinces of Italy had em- 
braced the party of the emperor ; and his army, 
gradually recruited to the number of twenty thou- 
fand men, muft have atchieved an eafy and rapid 
conquefl, if their invincible powers had not been 
weakened by the difcord of the Roman chiefs. 
Before the end of the iiege, an aft of blood, am* 
btguous and indifcreet, fuUied the fair fame of Be- 
lifarius. Prefidius, a loyal Italian, as he fled froiQ 
Ravenna to Rome, was rudely flopped by Con- 
ftantine, the military governor of Spoleto, and de- 
fpoiled, even in a church, of two daggers richly 
inlaid with gold and precious ftones. As foon as 
the public danger had fubfided^ Prefidius com- 
plained of the lofs and injury : his complaint was 
heard, but the order of reftitution was difobeyed 
by the pride and avarice of the offender. Exafpe- 
rated by the delay, Prefidius boldly arretted the 
general'^ ho.rfe as he pa^'ed through t^e forum ; 

and 
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•and with the fpirit of a citizen, demanded the c h a p. 
common benefit of the Roman laws. The honour v^^i»^ 
of Belifarius was engaged ; be fummoned a council; 
claimed the obedience of his fubordinate officer ; 
and was provoked, by an infolent reply, to call 
haftily for the prefence of his guards. Conftantine, 
viewing their entrance as the fignal of death, 
drew his fword, and ruflied on the general, who 
nimbly eluded the ftroke, and was protected by 
his friends; while the defperate alTaflin was dif- 
armed, dragged into a neighbouring chamber^ 
and executed, 'or rather murdered, by the guards, 
at the arbitrary command of Belifarius ^[. In this Death of 
hafty aft of violence, the guilt of Conftantine wa« uncf *^' 
no longer remembered ; the defpair and death of 
that valiant officer were fecretly imputed to the re- 
venge of Antonina; and each of his colleagues, 
confcious of the fame rapine, was apprehenfive of 
the fame fate. The fear of a common enemy 
fufpended the effefts of their envy and difcontent ; 
but in the confidence of approaching viftory, they, 
inftigated a powerful rival to oppofe the conqueror 
of Rome and Africa. From the domeftic fervice Theeunucii 
of the palace, and the a^miniftration of the private ^*'^^*'*' 
revenue, Narfes the eunuch was fuddenly exalted 
tp the head of an army ; and the fpirit of an hero. 



9f This tranfadlion is related in the public hlftory (Goth. 1. ii. c 8.) with 
candour or caution j in the Anecdotes .(c. 7.) with malevolence or freedom ; 
but Marcellinus^ or rather his continuator (in Chron.)> cafts a ftiade of pre- 
meditated aifafHrutien over the death of Conftantme. He had performed 
good fervice at Rome and Spoleto (Procop. Goth. 1. 1. c. 7. 14,) ; but Alc- 
zn^muis confounds him with a Conilantianus comes AabuH. 

. w R 4 . who 
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CHAP, ifrho afterwards equalled the merit and glory cf 
-_i— ^-^j^- Belifarius, ferved only to perplex the operations of 
the Gothic war. To hrs prudent counfeU, the re- 
lief of Rimini was afcribed by the leaders of th4 
difcontented faftion, who exhorted Narfes to affume 
an independent and feparate command. The epiftle 
of Juftinian had indeed enjoined his obedience to 
the general ; but the dangerous exception, *' as 
*• far as may be advantageous to the public fer- 
*• vice,** referved fome freedom of judgment to 
the difcreet favourite, who had fo lately departed 
from the /acred and familiar sonverfation of his 
fovereign. In the exercife of this doubtful right, 
the eunuch perpetually diflented from the opinions 
of Belifarius ; and, after yielding with reluftance 
to the fiege of Urbino, he deferted his colleague in 
the night, and marched away to the conqueft of the 
^milian province. The fierce and formidable 
bands of the HeruH were attached to the perfon 
of Narfes^; ten thoufand Romans and confe- 
defates were perfuaded to march under his ban- 
ners ; every malecontent embraced the fair oppor- 
tunity of revenging his private or imaginary 
wrongs; and the remainiifg troops of Belifarius 
were divided and difperfed from the garrifons of 
pirmncfir Sicily to the fhores of the Hadfiatic. His Ikitt 

andauttio- t r t n t tt 

rity of Bcii- auQ perfeverauce overcame every oblracle : Ur-- 
bino was taken, the fieges of Faefute, Orvieto, 

9^ They refufed to ferve after his departure ; fold tUeir Giptives And cattle 
to the Goths 3 and fwore never to fight again/t them. Procopius intro- 
duces a curious digreffioa on the manners and adventures of this wandei^g 
nation, a part of whom finally emigrated to Thule or Scandinavia (Oifth. 
]. 11. c. 14, i5.]« 

and 
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and Auximum, were undertaken and vigofoufty c h a p» 
pfofecuted j and the eunuch Narfes was at length ^,-..-^,-w 
iTecalled to the domeftic cares of the palace. All 
diffenfions v^Gtt healed , and all oppofition was fub- 
dued, by the temperate authority 6f the Roman 
general, to whom his enemies could not refufe, 
fheir efteem j and Belifarius inculcated the falutary 
leflbii, that the forces of the ftate fhould compofe 
one body, and be animated by one foul. But in 
the interval of drfcord, the Goths were permftted 
to breathe ; an important feafon was loft, Milan 
was deftroyed, and the northern provinces of Italy 
were afflifted by an inundation of the Franks. 

When Juftinian firft meditated the conqu^ft of invtconof 
Italy, he fent ambaffadors to the kings of the Franto^ 
Franks, and abjured them, by the common fies of J^' ^' 
alliance, and religion, to join in the holy enter- 
' prHe againft the Arians. The Goths, as their 
wjtnts were more urgent, employed a more effec- 
tual mode of perfuafion, and vainly ftrove, by 
the gift of lands and money, to purchafe the 
ffiendftilp, or at leaft' the neutrality, of a light 
and perfidious nation '^ But the arms of Belifa- 
rius, and the revolt of the Italians, had no fooner 
ihaken the Gothic monarchy, than Theodebert of" 
Auftrafia, the mod powerful and warlike of the 
Merovingian kings, was perfuaded to fuccour their 
diftrefs by an indirefl: and feafonable aid. With- 
out expeding the confent of their fovereign, tea 
thoufand Burgundians, his recent fubjeds, de» 

^ This oatlcnftl feproach of perfidy (Procop. Gotli. 1. ii* c. 15.) offends 
tlie «ar of la Mothe te Vayer (torn. viii. p. 163—165.),. who criticifes, a$ if 
be liad fiot xtady the Greek tufUrian. 

fcended 
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CHAP, fcended from the Alps, and joined the troops 
v^^^Ji^ which Vitiges had fent to chaftife the revolt of 
Milan, After an obftinate fiege, the capital of 
Ligviria was reduced by famine, but no capitula- 
tion could be obtained, except for the fafe retreat 
of the Roman garrifon. Datius, the orthodox 
biihop, who had feduced his countrymen to rebel- 
lion *** and ruin, efcaped to the luxury and honours 
of the Byzantine court ^^ ; but the clergy, perhaps 
the Arian clergy, were flaughtered at the foot of 
their own altars by the defenders of the Catholic 
faith# Three hundred, thoufand males were 

* 

reported to be flain "^° ; the female fex, and the 
more precious fpoil, was refigned to the Bur- 
^Mua^'^ gundians i and the houfes, or at leaft the walls of 
Milan, were levelled with the ground. The Goths, 
in their laft moments, were revejRged by the 
deft ru£t ion of a city, fecond only to Rome in fize 
and opulence, in the fplendour of its buildings, or 
the number of its inhabitants ; and Belifarius 
fympathized alone in the fate of his deferted and 
' devoted friends. Encouraged by this fuccefsful 

t " ' , 

m 

08 Baronius applauds his treafon, and juftifies the Catholic bilhops--* 
qui ne fub heretic© principe dcgant oinnem lapidcm movent— an u{eful 
caution. The more rational Muratori (Annali d^Italia, torn. v. p. 54.) hints 
at the guilt of perjury, and blames at leaft the imprudence of Datius. 

99 St. Datius was more fuccefsful againfl devils than againft Barbarian$« 
He travelled with a numerous retinue, and occupied at Corinth a larg« 
hoiife (Baronius^ A. D. 538, No. 8^9. A. D. 539, No. ao.)« 

»oo Muptalsj TpiaxovTct (compare Procopius, Goth. 1. ii. c. 7. 21.). Yet 
fuoh population is incredible \ and the fecond or third city of Italy need not 
repine if we only decimate the numbers of the prefent text. Both Milan 
and Genoa reviv^^d in lefe tlian thirty years (Paul Diacon. dc Oeftis Lapg«- 
bard. 1. iii c. 38 ). 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ayi 

inroad^ Theodebert himfelf, in the enfuing fpring, c h a p« 
invaded the plains of Italy with an army of one 
hundred thoufand Barbarians ***. The king, and 
fome chofen followers, were mounted on horfe. 
back, and armed with lances : the infantry, with- 
out bows or fpears, were fatisfied with a Ihield, a 
fword, and a double-edged battle-axe, ' which, in 
their hands, became a deadly and unerring wea- 
pon. Italy trembled at the march of the Franks ; 
and both the Gothic prince atid the Roman gene- 
ral, alike ignorant of their defigns, folicited, with 
hope and terror, the friendfhip of thefe dangerous 
allies. Till he had fecured the paffage of the Po 
on the bridge of Pavia, the grandfon of Clovis 
diflembled his intentions,^ which he at length 
declared, by affauhing, almoft at the fame inftant^ 
the hoftile camps of the Romans and Goths. In- 
(lead of uniting their arms, they fled with equal 
precipitation ; and the fertile, though defolate pro- . 
vinces of Liguria and jSlmilia, were abandoned to 
a licentious hoft of Barbarians, whofe rage was 
iiot mitigated by any thoughts of fettlement ' or 
conqueft. Among the cities which they ruined, 
Genoa, not yet conftruded of marble, is particu- 
larly enunierated : and the deaths of thoufands, 
according to the regular prance of war, appear to 
have excited lefs horror than fome idolatrous facri- 
fices of women and children, which were performed 
with impunity in the camp of the moft Chriftian. 

Tox Beiides Procoptus^ perhaps too Roman, fee the Chronicles of Marhit 
and Marcellinus, jomandes (ia Succefl*. Rcgn. in Muratori, torn. i. 
p. 241* ), and Gregory of Tours (1. lit. c. 32. in torn. ii. oCthe Hiftorians 
of France). Gregory fappofes a defeat of Belifarius^ who, in Aimoin, (de 
GeltU f fane. i. ii. c, 23. ia cqhh iU. p-. 59- ), is ilain by the Franks. 

yng. 



list THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. king. If it were not a melancholy truth, that the 
firft and moft cruel fufferingg muft be the lot of 
the innocent and helplefs, htilory might exult in 
the mife^ry of the conquerors, who, in the midft of 
riches, were left deftitute of bread or wine, 
reduced to drink the waters of the Po, and to feed 
' on the flefli of diftempered cattle. The dyfentery 
fwept away one-third of their army ; and the cla- 
mours of his fubjefts, who were impatient ta pafs 
the Alps, difpofed Thcodcbert to liften with refpeft 
to the mild exhortations of Belifarius. The me- 
mory of this inglorious and deftruftive warfare 
was perpetuated on the medals of Gaul ; and }uf« 
tinian, without unlheathing his fword, affumed the 
title of conqueror of the Franks. The Merovin- 
-gian prince was oflFended by the vanity of the em- 
peror ; he affedted to pity the fallen fortunes of the 
Goths; and his infidious offer of a foederal union 
was fortified by the promife or menace of defcend- 
ing from the Alps at the head of five hundred 
thoufand men. His plans of conqueft were bound- 
lefs and perhaps chimerical. The king of Auf- 
trafia threatened to chaftife Juftinian, and to march 
to the gates of Conftantinople '*** : he was over- 
thrown and flain **" by a wild bull "''% as he hunted 
in the Belgic or German forefts. 

As 

«>^ Agatbias, 1. i. p. 14, 15* Could he have feduced or fubdued the 
Gepidae or Lombards of Pannonia, the Greek hiftorian is confident that he 
muft have been deftroyed in Thrace. 

. 10} The king pointed his fpear-^he boll overturned a tree on his heUd— 
he ex}»red'tbe fame day. Such is the ilory of Agatbiasj but the ori^nil 
hiilorians of France (torn. ii. p. loz. 403. 558. 667.) impu$e hit death to a 
fc^er. 

104 Without lofing myielf in a labyrinth of fpeotet and names— «tfae 
aurochsj urus, bifonsj bubalusj bonaftt8> buffalOj ftc« (Buffon^ Hiit Nat. 

(•Ok 
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As foon as Belifarius was delivered from his c h a p. 
foreign and domeftic enemies, he ferioufly applied v^.-.^-^ 
his forces to the final redudion of Italy; In the J^Jifarins 
fiege of Ofimo, the general was nearly tranfpierced ^venna« 
with an arrow, if the mortal ftroke had not been 
intercepted by one of his guards, who loft, in that 
pious office, the ufe of his hand. The Goths of 
Ofimo, four thoufand warriors, with thofe of Fae* 
fulac and the Cottian Alps, were among the lad 
who maintained their independence ; and their 
gallant refiftance, which almoft tired the patience, 
deferved the efteem, of the conqueror. His pru- 
dence refufed to fubfcribe the fafe-conduft which 
they afked, to join their brethren of Ravenna; but 
they faved, by an honourable capitulation, one 
moiety at lead of their wealth, with the free alter- 
native of retiring peaceably to their eftates^ or 
enlifting to ferve the emperor in his Perfian wars* 
The multitudes which yet adhered to the ftandard 
of Vitiges, far furpaffed the number of the Ro- 
jnan troops ; but neither prayers, nor defiance, nor 
the extreme danger of his mod faithful fubjedis, 
icould tempt the Gothic king beyond the fortifica- 
tions ol. Ravenna. Thefe fortifications were, in-. 
deed, impregnable to the aflaults of art or vio^ 
lence ; and when Belifarius invefted the capital, he 
was foon convinced that famine only could tame 
the ftubborn fpirit of the Barbarians. The feaj^ 
th^ land, and the channels of the Po, were guarded 

toQi. xi. and Supplement, torn. iii. vl.) . it is certatn^ that in the (ixth ceii* 
tury a large wild fpecies of horned cattle was bunted in the greit Horeds of 
the Vofges in Lorraine, and the Ardennes (Greg. Turon. torn. ii. 1. x. c. lo. 

by 
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t H A p. by the vigilance of the Roman general ; and his 
^^^' morality extended the rights of war to the prafticc 
0of poifoning the waters '**% and fecretly firing the 
granaries **^' of a befieged city *°^ While he preffed 
the blockade of Ravenna^ he was furprifed by 
the arrival of two ambafladors from Conftantinople, 
with a treaty of peace, vyhich Juftinian had im- 
prudently figned, without deigning to confult the 
author of his viftory. By this difgraceful and 
precarious agreement, Italy and the Gothic trea- 
fure were divi4ed, and the provinces beyond the 
Po were left with the regal title to the fucceffor of 
Theodoric. The ambafladors were eager to 
' accOmplifh ; their falutary coramiffion ; the captive 
Vitiges accepted, with tranfport, the unexpefted 
i)fFer of a crown ; honour was lefs, prevalent among 
the Goths, t,han the want and appetite of food ; 
ind the Ropian chiefs, who murmured at the con- 
tinuance of the w^r, profeffed implicit fubmiilion 

icf In the ficge of Auximum,. ht flrfl laboured to dcmolifh an old 
W{lte6lu£^y and. then. cait into thfe ftream^ x. dv^ad bodie$ $ z. mifchievoiis 
berbsj and 3. quicklime, which is nanfitd (fays ProcopiiiSy J. ii. c. 29.) 
Tirayo; by the ancients ; by the moderns cwrbfroj. Yet both words are ufed 
■s f^nonhiioui ih'Oalen, DiofcondeS) and Lucian (Hen. SIcpJi. Thefaur. 
Ling..Gra^'. tona.iii, p. 74S. 

>p» .The Goths iHipt^cUd Mathafuintha as an accomplice ^in the mifchlef, 
w1»kji perhaps v/as occationed by accidentallightnin^. ■ •• * • 

107 in HxiOt, piuiofophy^ a litnitacion of .the riglns of vnar f^ems to imp^y 
nonfenfe and contradidlion. Grotius himfelf is loft in an idle diilindioo 
between thejus naturae and the jus gcritiunh, between poifon and infe^ion. 
He balances in one. fcale the paifages of Homer (OdyfT. A.2 59» ^c.^and 
Plorus (1. ii. c. 20. No. 7. ult.) ; and in the<^ther, the exainples of Solon 
(Paufanias, 1.x* c, ^7.) and Kelifarius. See h\& great work Pe Jure Belli 
et Pacis> !• iii. c. 4. f. 15, 16, 17. and In Baibcyrac^s verHon, torn. ii. 
p. 257, &c.). Yet I can underftand tlic benefit and validity of an agree- 
ment, tacit or exprcfs, mutually to abdaln from certain modes of hoftilityv 
See. the Amphi^flyonic oath in pfchinc^, de Falsa -Legatione. 

to 
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to the commands of the emperor. If Bellfarius chap. 
had poffeffed only the courage of a foldier, the v— 
laurel would have been fnatched from his hand by 
timid and 'envious counfels ; but in this decifive 
moment, he refolved,. with the magnanimity of a 
ftatefman, to fuftain alone the danger and merit of 
generous difobedience. Each of his officers gave 
a written opinion, that the fiege of Ravenna was 
impraflicable and hopelefs : the general then re- 
jefted the treaty of partition, and declared his own 
refolution of leading Vitiges in chains to the feet of 
Juftinian. The Goths retired with doubt and dif- 
may : this peremptory refufal deprived them of the 
only fignature which they could truft, and filled 
their minds with a juft apprehenfion, that a faga- 
cious enemy had difcovered the full extent of their 
deplorable ftate. They compared the fame and 
fortune of Belifarius with the weaknefs of their ill- 
fated king ; and 'the comparifon fuggefted an ex- 
traordinary projed, to which Vitiges, with appa- 
rent refignation, was compelled to, acquiefce. Par- 
tition would ruin the ftrength, exile would difgrace 
the honour, of the nation; but they offered their 
arms, their treafures, and the fortifications of 
Rav^ina, if Belifarius would difclaim the authority 
©f a mafter, accept the choice of the Goths, and 
affbme, as he had deferved, the kingdom of Italy. 
If the falfe luftre of a diadem could have tempted 
the loyalty of a faithful fubject, his prudence 
muft have forefeen the inconftancy of the Barba- 
rians, and his rational ambition would prefer the 
fafe and honourable ftation of a Roman general. 

Even 
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THE DECLINE AND /P Alt 

Even the patience wd fefming f^lk/^n^pn >kii 
which he entertained a propofal of treafon, migbt 
be fufceptible of a malignant interpretation. Bjut 
the lieutenant of Jullinian was confcious of hi$ ow)pi 
rectitude ; he entered into a dark apd xrooked 
path^' as it might iead to tlie volpatary fultHn.iffi^H^ 
of the Goths ; and his dexterous policy perf^iided 
them that he was difpofed to comply with their 
wlflies, without engaging an oath oj a promife 
for the performance of a treaty which he fecretly 
abhorred. The day of the. furrender of Ravenna 
was (tipulated by the Gothic ambafiTadors : a fleet, 
ladw with provifions, failed as a welcome gueft 
into the deepeft recefs of the harbour : the gates 
were opened to the fancied king of Italy ; and 3eli- 
farius, without meeting an enemy, triuii^pb^j^ly 
marched through the (Ireets of an impregnable 
city*°*. The Romans were aftonilbed by Aek 
fuccefs ; the multitude of tall ^nd rojbuft B^^- 
rians were confounded by the image of their own 
patience; and the mafculine females, fpiukig in 
the faces of their fons and hulbands, moft bitterly 
reproached them for betraying their .dominion and 
freedom to thefe pygmies of ihe fouth^ cpnt^mpt- 
tble in their numbers, diminutive in theij- ft^iure* 
Before the Goths could recover from the firft fiir- 
pjife, and claim the accompliihment of ,thek^ 

xo8 Ravenna was taken, not in the year 540^ but 10 the latter en4 of 
539; and Rae;i (torn. ii. p. 569.) *i> r edified by Muratori (Annali d*ltaliay 
jtom. V, p. 62.) 9 whd proves, from an original %€t qu 'fxpyjms i(Atitiqt£u 
Italiae Meclii /Evl^ torn. u. dilfert. xxxii* p. 999«-*ioo7. M^ffei* iftoru 
^Diplomat, p. 155 — loc), that before the 3d of January ({40^ peace aitfl free 
CMTefpondeoce wete reAored between Rav^ona and Faenza. 

. doubtful 
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doubtful hopes, the viStor aftablUbed his power ^ h a pi 

lA Raveonau beyond the danger of repentance and s,,->.,..w 

revolt. Vitiges, who perhaps had attempted to vif/el!^**^ 

efcape, was honourably guarded in his palace ^^' i 

the flower of the Gothic youth was felefted for th^ 

fetvice of the ertiperor 5 the reiiiamder of the peo^ 

pie was dif^ifled to their peaceful habibtions iti 

the fouthern provinces ; and a colony cf Italians 

was invited to replenifh the depopulated * city* 

The fubmiflion of the capital was imitated in the 

towns and villages of Italy, which had not been 

fubdued, or even vifited, by the Romans; and 

the independent Goths who remained in arms at 

Pavia and Verona, were ambitious Only to become 

the fubjeft« of Belifarius. But his inflexible loyalty 

Tcjefted, except as the fubftitute of Juftintan, their 

oaths of allegiance ; and he was not oflFended by 

the reproach of their deputies, that he rather chofe 

to be a flave than a king. 

After the fecond vidory of Belifarius, envy again Return and 
whifpered, Juftihian liftened, and the hero was Belifarius. 
tecalled. ** The remnant of the Gothic war was 
** no longer worthy of his prefence : a gracious 
*^ fovereigii was inpatient to reward his fervices, 
** and to confult his wifdom ; and he alonie was 
*' capable of defending the Eaft againfl: the inhu- 
** merable armies qf Perfia." Belifariys under- 

tP9 Me was fcized by John the Sanguinary, but an oath or facrament wa« 
]>)edged for his fafcty in the Bafilica JuUi ( HUt MifceU. 1. xvU. in Murjitori, 
torn. i. p» toy,). Aoaiftarius (in Vit.. Pont. p. 40.) gives a dark but pro- 
bable account. Montfaucon is quoted by Mafcou (Hiil. of the Germaps, 
pcii. 21.) for a, votive ihield reprefentlng the captivity of Vitijes, and now 
In the collection of fign'or Landi at Rome. 

Vol. VII. S ftoodi 



XLI. 



t5« THE DICLINE AND FALL 

c HA P. ftood the fufpicion, accq}ted the excufe, embarked* 
at Ravenna his fpoils and trophies ) and proved, 
by his ready, obedience, that fuch an abrupt re- 
moval from the government of Italy was not lefo 
uBjuft than it might have been indifcreet. The 
emperor recdved with honourable couttefy, both 
Vitiges and his more noble cox^brt : and as the 
king of the Goths conformed to the Atbaoaikua 
£uth, he obtained, with a rich inheritance of lands 
in Alia, the rank of fenator and patridan""". 
Every fpe£tator admired, without. peril, the ftrengtb 
and ftature of the young Barbarians : they adored 
the majefty of the thr<Nie, and promifed to fhed 
their blood in the fervice of their benefaflor. 
JuHinian depofited in the Byzantine palace the 
treafures of the Gothic monarchy. A flattering 
fenate was fometimes admitted to gaze on the 
magni6cent fpeAacle; but it was ehviouffy fe- 
eluded from the public view ; and the conqueror 
of Italy tenounced, without a m^xrmur, perhaps 
without a iigh, the welUearned honours of a fecond . 
triumphs His glory was indeed exalted above all 
external pomp ; and the faint and hollow praifes of 
the court were fupplied, even in a fervile age, by - 
the refpeft and admiration of his country. When^ 
ever he appeared in the ftreets and public places 
of Conftantinople, BeUfarius attraded and fatisfied 
the eyes of the people. His lofty ftature and ma- 

.nt> Vitfges Irvcd two years at COnftantinople, and imperatorls in affc^fi 
(ttfivEiut (orconjunQus) rebus exccflit humanis. ' Hit widow, Mmhajumtt^ 
tVie wife and mother of the pacnekms, t|^e elder and younger Germamis^ 
pntied the dreamt c£ Anicjan and Amali blood (Jon^ndet, c. 60. p* azi. 
in Muracori, tpm. i»}» ^ v ' . 

. ieftic 
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jelHc countenance &lfified their expedatioiis of an <^^ a a 
hero I the nxeaneft of his fellow-cittzens were em'- 
boldened by his gentle and gracious demeanour ; 
and the martial train which attended his footfteps, 
left his perfon more acceiHble than in a day of bat*» 
tie. Sev^n thoufand horfemen^ matchlefs for beauty 
and valour^ were maintained in the fervice^ and at 
the private expence^ of the general '*'• Their 
prowefs was always con({Hcuotts in fingle combats, 
or in the fcn^emoft ranks; and both parties ccnfefied^ 
that in the fiege of Rome, the guards of JBelifarius 
had alone vanquiihed the Barbaric <hofl:« Thehr 
numbers were continually augmented by the braveit 
and moft faithful of the enemy ; and his fortu^ 
nate captives, the Vandals, the Moors, and the 
Goths, emulated the attachment of his domeftic 
followers^ By the unbn j^f liberality and juftice, 
he ac(|ttired the, love of the fbldiers, without alien- 
ating the afie£tions of the people^ The fick and 
wounded were relieved with md&unes and money ; 
and dill more efficadouily, by the heaHog vifits 
and fmiles o£ their commander. The lofe of a 
weapon or an horfe was inftantly repaired^ and eacb 
deed of valour was rewarded by the rich andlionour-' 
able gifts of a bracelet or a collar, which were ren* 
dered mote precious by die judgment of Belilarius. 
He was endeared to the hulbaadmen, by the peace 
and plenty which they enjoyed under the fliadow of 

"t Procopius, Cotb. L ili. c. t. Aimoin> a French monk (^ the xith 
centur/i; who had obtained, and has disfigured, feme aotlientic infortnatioa 
of B^UfarivSy mentions» in hit name, iftjooo^^rfor ilaves-*^aos propriii 

,alimus ftipendiis— -befides i8>ooo(bIdiert (Hiitlorians of France, torn* HU 

4)e CeiUi Franc, i. il. c. $• p. 48.). 

Sa ■• 'his 
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liciAr^ hisibadarGl. I^ead of boog injured, the oottntry 



was enriched by the march o£ the Roman armies ; 
and fadi was theiigi^ ^UfiapUne of tfadr camp, that 
not an apple was gadiered from the tree, not a path 
could be traced in the fields of corn. Belifai^iQS 
was chafte and fober. In the lic^ice of a military 
life, none could boaft that they had feen him in- 
toxicated with wine : the moft beaotifiil capdves of 
Gothic or Vandal race were offered to his mnbraces : 
but he turned afide from thesr charms, and the 
huiband of Aoumina wa$ never fu^d^ed of viotat<^ 
ing the law^ of conjugal fidelity* The fpedator 
and hiftorian of his exploits has ob&rved, that 
amidft the perib of war, he was daring witboust rallu 
nefs, prudent withoiu fear, flow or rapM according 
to the exigences of the moment $ that in the detpicA 
diftrefe, he wis animated by mal or apparent hope, 
bntthat he wa^ modeft and bumble in the moft 
prdperous fortune* . 9y theis virtues, he equalled 
or excelled the ancient mafters of the military art. 
Vidory, by fea and land, attended his arms* He 
fiibdued Africa, Italy, suid the adjacent iflands, led 
away baptives the fmcceflfor^ of Genferic and Theo« 
doric ; filled Conftanrinopk with the ijpc^ of tbefr 
palaces, and in the fpace of fix yfears reco}f ered 
half the provinces ol the Weftern empiz«» In his* 
fame and m^rit, in wealth and power, he remained^ 
without a rival, the &ti^ of tbe^Ronian fubjefts : 
the voice of envy could only magnify his dangerous 
importance; and the. emperor might applaud" his 
©wn difcerning fpirit. which had di&over^d and 
iaifed the genius of Belifarius. 
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ft ^ ^ * 

If was the cttftbm of the Roman triunlphs, that ^ & ^ ^* 
^ fiaVe Ihould be placed behind the chariot to remind y.^^^^^ 
the conqueror of the inftability of fortune, and the f ^^'^^'jjf^ 
infirmities of human nature. Procopius, in hts wftAnw 
Anecdotes, has affumed that fervile and ungrate^ '^^ 
fill ofSce. The generous reader may cafl away 
the libel, but the evidence of fafts will adhere 
to his' ttifemory j and he wiH rcluftantly confefs, 
thai' ahe fame, and even the virtue of Belffarius^ 
were polluted by th^ lull iahd cruelty of his wife j 
add that the hero deferVed an appellation which'may 
not drop from the pen dF the decent hiftorian. The 
pidtli^r of Antonina"* was a theatrical proftitutd, 
and both her father and grand^atther exerdftd at 
Tbe0alonica and Conflantinople, the vile, thoufj^ 
lucratire ptofeffion of chariotiets. In the various 
fituatlon$ of their foftune, ihe became the eompa- 
nidh, thfe enemy, the fervant, and the favourite of 
the emprefs Theodora ; thcffe loofe and ambitious 
female^ had been connected by fimilar pleafufes j 
they were fftparated by the jeafeufy of vice, and at 
length reconciled by the partner&ip of guilt. Before 
her mi^rriage wkh BeUfaru!^s, Antonin^ had <Hie 
,hufl>an4' ^d m^ lovers ; Fhdtids, thk fen of h» 
former nuptials^ was of an ^gt to diftiHgUifc l^mfttf 
;^t the fiege of Kfaples i and i^ was pQt tiU th$ 

Ml The aiUgertt'e of Alcmannus could kdJ but lilt^e to the four fifft aM 
moft cur'ous chapters of the Anecdotet. Of thefe ftrange Anecdotes, ^ 
part may be true, becaufe probable— and % part" true, becaufe improbably 
f rocopiu$ muft h^^\^kr;9■a/tl the former*; and thf latter be coyW fcareely invent 

8 X autiyjift 
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CHAP, autumn of her agp and |>eapty '" that (h<e induced 
v,.,..-.,,^ a fcandalous atrachmerjt fo s^ Thracian youtl** 
Her lover Thcodofius had been educated in the Eynqmiaii 
herefy j the African voyage w^^ confecr^ted by thp 
baptifm and aufpicious name of (he firft fqldier who 
embarked ; and the profelyte was adopted intp the 
' family of h\^ fpiritual parents "% E^lifariu? and 
Anton jna* Before they touched the fliore^ cJF 
Africa |:hi$ holy kindred degenerated into fenfu^ 
love ; ^Jkd ^s Antonina foon overleaped th^ bounds 
of Qiodjsfty and caution, the Roman general was 
alqne ignorant of his own diflionour. During their 
tefidpncp a? Carthage, he furprifed the two lovers 
Jp a fvibterraneous chamber, folitary, warm, and 
aimp(l naked. Anger flaflied from his eyes. 
*^ With the help of thii young man," fiid the 
unbluihing Antonina, '* I was fecreting our moft. 
^^ precious effects from the knQwIedge of Juiti* 
^'^ nian,'^ The youth refumed his garments, and 
^the piQus huil^and confented to diibelieve the evi* 
^de^ii^e of bis own fenfes^ From this pleafmg and 
perhaps voluntary deliifipn, Belt&rius was aw^k^o^d 
at Syracuse,, by the officious informatiQ^ pf Mace- 
donia : aiid that female attendwt, aftf r requiring 
an oath for her fecurity, pt^uced two chamber^ 

<> 7 Procopltis infinuates (Antcdot. c. 4.) that, wheiS BelliUrius returned to 
Italy (A. D' 54?]> Antonina was fixt/ year* of age. A forctd, but more 
:p.o)ice conAru^ton* wbicb refers that date to the moment when he was 
writing (A. P. 559)9 would be c^patible with the manhood of P^us 
(Gothf«« 1. i. c. 10.) in 5^6* 

«i4 Compare the Vandalic War (I* i. c. ii-) with the Anecdotes (c- I. 
and Alemnnnus (p* 2, 3.). This mode of baptifmal adoption was revived 
by Leo iht philofi»ph;r, 

" ' ■ Jaios,, 
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lains, who, like herfelf, bad often beheld the adul- c ha p. 
teries of Antonina. An hafty flight into Afia faved 
Theodofius from the juflice of an injured huiband, 
who had iignified to one of his guards the order 
of his death ; but the tears of Amonina, and her 
art&I feduftions, aiTured the credulous hero of her 
ipnocence; and he ftooped, againd his faith and 
JMdgment, to abandon thofe imprudent friends who 
bad prefumed to accufe of doubt the chaftity of his 
. wife. The revenge of a guihy woman is impla- 
cable and bloody : the unfortunate Macedonia, with 
the two witneflTes, were fecretly arrefted by th? 
Diimfter of her cruelty ; their tongues were cut out^ 
their bodies were hacked into fmall pieces, and 
their remains were caft into the fea of Syracufe, A 
raih, though judicious faying of Conftantine, *< I 
*^ would fooner have punifhed the adultrefs than 
*^ jhe boy/' was deeply remembered by Antonina : 
and two yeara afterwards, when defpair had arn>ed 
that officer againft his general, her fanguinarv ad« 
vice decided and haftened his execution. £vim the 
indignation of Photius was not forgiven oy his 
mother ; the exile of her fon prepared the recal of 
her lover ; and Theododus condefceiided to accept 
the preiling and humble invitation of the con- 
queror of Italy. In the abfolute direfbion of his 
houfehold, and in the important commiffions of 
peace and war "% the favourite youth moil rapidly 
acquired a fortune of four hundred thoufand pounds 

*i5 In NoTcmber 537, Photips arrefted the pope (Llberat. Brev. c. it, 
Tapf torn. ii. p. 56ft> )• About the end of 5319, Beliraritis Tent Theodon us •« 
froy rji o»«i^ rti ftVTtf f^^fflrra— on an important and lucrative commiflion 
^p Ravennf (Gcth. 1. iU c. xS.). 

, 84 fterlfng ; 
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c H A P. fterlmg; and after their return to Conftaatinoplcy 
' dr.-i_- the paffioix ^ Antonina, zi lead, .continued ardent 
and unabated* But fear^) devotion^ and laffitod^^ 
perli2ips, infpired Theodoiius with more ferious 
thoughts^. He dreaded the bufy fcandal of the 
dftpital, and the indifcreet fondnefs of the wife of 
fttUfarius ; dcaped from her anbraces^ and retiring 
to Ephefus, (haved bis head, and took rc&ge in 
the ifaiidiuaFy of a- monadic ltfe« The de^air of 
the Jiew Ariadne could fcarcely have been excu£ed 
by the death of her hulband. She wept, fte tore 
her hair, (he filled the palace with her cries j 
** (he had loft the deareft of friends, a tender, a 
* faithful, ia laborious friend!*' But her warm 
Entreaties,' itrtificd by the prayers of Beliferius, 
^efe' infnfficient to draw the holy moi^ firow 
the foJitude of Ephefus, It was not till the ge- 
neral moved forward for the Perfian war, that 
Theodofius could be tempted to return to Ceii- 
ft^ntindple ; and the fliort interval before the de^ 
partiire of Antonina herfelf was boldly devoted to 
love and'pleafurie. 
Refemment ' A phifofopher may pity and forgive the infirmi- 

ofBelifarius _• r >j » i * r : t • t t 

and her fon ^'cs oi icxmi6 nature, irdm which he" receives no 
real injury j but contemptible is the hufband.whd 
feels, and yet eiidiires,' his own infamy m tfttct c£ 
his vvife. Antonina purfued her fon with implatraW^ . 
hatred ;. and the gallant Photius '^ wis expofcd' td 
her fecret perfeciitibns in the camp beyond tSe 
Tigris. Enraged by his own wrong5> and by the 

it^ T^eophanes (Chronograph. p« 104^) ftyk^bim Bi^^tirmt, thf to ia« 
]a<v of Belifarius J and he is copied by th«.Hiltorla..Mi£?^a9d Aiftafta* 

fius. 

diflxonou^ 
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4Sfi)on(Kil' of his blood, he cSift iwsy in his iuin th« c » a r. 

fentiments of nature, m/i toioea^led to Belilariu^ 

the ti;rpit4ade of a woman v^ho had violated all the; 

duties of a oiptbep and a wife. Pfom the furprife 

dn4 indignation of the Roman general, his former 

aedulity appears to have beenfincere : heeimbraeed 

the knees of the ion of Antcffiina, adjtired hkn to 

remember 1^ obligatidifSTatheichan^ht»bbth,and 

c<mfirmed a(t the attar tUeia bol]^ vows of i:eveng^ 

and mutual defence. ^Tiw doaiinion of Antonina 

Was impaired by abfehci; and^wtenffae metfaef 

hufband, on bis return frdsor' the. Pbrfiaii confines^ 

BeUfatius, in his fyd and trMf^nt emotions^ coa>> 

fined her perfdn, and threaten^ her life. • Photius 

was more refolved to punMb^ and lefs prompt td 

pardon : he^ flew eo ^^efiis ; extorted from a 

trufty eunu<?b of bis modhjet' the fall qon&ffion of 

her gtiile 9 ^prefted T^odoi^iis and^ his «reafuites in . 

the chordh 6f St. Jdhn * ^e -Ap^te, anct concealed 

his captives, whdfe execution -was only- ddayed, 

in a fecure and ft*queftered fortrefs of Cilicia. Such 

a daring outrage againft' public juftice could not 

pafs with impunity $ and the caufe of Antonina 

was c^oufed by the emprefs, whofe favoi^r fhc 

had. deferved by the rctent TervJces of the difgracfc 

oFa praefed, and the cacile and murder of a popew 

At the end of t^he campaign) ^BeliTarius was recalled: 

he complied, as ufual, with ibe Imperial mandate. 

His mind was not prepa;red Ibr rebellbn ; his obe« 

dience, however adverfe to the didates of honour^ 

was confonant to the wifhes of his heart ; aiid 

when he embraced his^ wile, at the command, and 

perhaps in the prefenee, of the emprefs, the tender 

' ' ' * ^ hufband 
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CHAP, hiifbioid vras diipofed to forgive or tolje forgiven* 
%,^^^^mm^ The bounty of Theodora referved for her compa'* 
nion.a more precious .£iv^oi}r» ** I have found/* 
ihe fatd> ^^ my dearetO: patrician^ a pearl of ineflti- 
" mable value : it ha» not yet been viewed by any 
*^ monal eye ; but the fight and the po0e0ion of 
^' this jewel are deiliaedJor my friend." Ag foon 
as the Giirbfity aad .ttnpaiifQi:e of AntcHiina wer^ 
kindkd, the door of a. bedchamber was thrown 
open^ and (he beheld, h^ lover, whom the (jiili- 
gence of the eunuchs h^d difcovered in his fecret 
prifon. Her filent . wonder burft into paflionate 
eocclamations of gratitude and joy^ and (he named 
Theodora her queen, h^r benefadrefs, and her 
&viourh The *monk of Ephefus was, nouriibed in 
the palace wikh luxury ioA aoibitioii ;. but inftead 
of afiumingf as he was promifed, thei coounand of 
the Roman armies, Ttieildofius expired iA the firlt 
FcTfecvUon £iitgues of an amoreiis initerview. The grief of 
" ^ Anicmu^ coxild only be affuoged by the fufferlngs 
of her fon. A youth of confular rank^ and a'fickly 
conftirution, was puniibed, without a trial, like a 
malefactor and a flave t yet fuch was the coo* 
fiancy of his mipd,, that Fhc^ius fuftained the tor- 
tures of the foourge and the rack, without violat* 
mg the faith which h^ h^d fworn to Belifarius# 
Aiter this fruitlefs cruelty, the ion of Antonina, 
while his. mother feafted with the emprefs, was 
buried m her fubterraneous prifons, which admitted 
not the dldin^ion of night and day. He twice 
efcaped to the moil venerable fan£luaries of Con- 
ftantinople, the churches of St. Sophia and of the 
, Virgin : but his tyrants were infenfible of religion 

as 
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ms of pity ; and the hdplefs youth, amidft the clai chap. 
mours of the clergy and people, was twice dragged 
from the almr to the dungeon. His third attempt 
was more fuccefslul. At the end of three years^ 
the prophet Zacharia, * or fome mortal friend, 
indttrated the means of an efcape f be eluded the 
ipies and guards of the emprefs, reached the holy 
ftpblcfare of Jerafalem, enUiraced Che profeffion of 
a monk ; and the abbot Pbotius was employed^ 
after the 4kath of Juftinian, to reconcile and rqgu« 
late the churdies of Egypt* The fon of 4nt0v 
nana fuffered all that an enemy can inflift 2 het 
padent hufband hnpofied on himfelf the more ex^ 
quifite nufery of viobting his promrfe and defetting 
his friend. 

- In the fucceeding campdgn, Bellfarius was ags^ nugmce 
lent againft the Perfems : he faved the £^9 ba( Lo or 
he offended Theodoi^ and perhaps the emperor ^***^"** 
himfelf. The malady of Juftinian had counte- 
nanced the rumour of his death ; and the Roman 
general, on the fuppoiition of that probable events 
fpoke the free language of a citizen and a foldier. 
His colleague Buzes, who concurred in the fame 
fenttments, loft his rank, his liberty, and his health, 
by the perfecu&>n of the emprefs : but the difgrace 
of Beltfaritts was alleviated by the dignity of his 
own charaAer, and the mflueiice of his wife, who 
might wifli to humble, but could not defire to r^in, 
the partner of ha* fortunes. Even his removal 
was coiouced by the afiurance, that the finking 
ftate of Italy would be retrieved by the fingle pre- 
fence of its conqueror. But no fooner had he 

returned. 
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cotnmiffion was fent to the Eail, to feia^e his treaftmes 
am) criminate h!$ actions ; the guards and veteranl 
who followed bis prirate banner, were dtftrtbnted 
ponong the chiefs of the army^ and even the eu'^ 
nuebs prefumed to cad lots for the partitibn of his 
xnartia} domeftics. When he pafled with a fins^l 
and fordid' retinue through tkt ftreet| of Conftan^ 
(hiople, his forlorn apjiearanoe excised the amazot 
p$^m and ccfmp^on of the fieo^ld* Juftini^ axtd 
Thedddra redeivi^d him w|tH dold h!tgtat£ctude ; At 
jfervile^crowd^ with infolence) ahd: cohtempt ; . and 
in^the eireabgihtretiredLirc^ktrdmbUhg: fteps^ttf 
^is'defefjtdd palsMCQ^ Ail |ndiQ)Qfitioi|, feigned or 
real, h^d confined Antonina to her apartment : 
a9s4:ftaB walked 'dffdainf^Il9r fil<SQ^ in the adjacent 
ixnticb^' ^hile &lilkrias tbcewhunfeif on bis bot^ 
imii^sapcQMy in kn a^ony of ^ef ak^d td^or, the 
ij^dli which: he had fo often b^raYed nddfer thb walU 
of :Rbme; Long^.ai^r fiin-fet a mel&ikgeir ^^\ 
^Ennounedd from the* eprpre^ ; he opened^ with 
anxious curiofi^y, tibe letter which cpntained the 
ientcnce of his fate. ** You cswaSkot b^ i^npra^t 
." how rimth ycm' hairfe d^fdi/tcd ihy dil^kafttf e. I 
**^am not infdkfible of thcfervices of ^Acitonina^ 
*' To her nierifcs. and intercelBon I havc» grated 
f* your 'fife, and pertnitlydu' to i^etasn, a |ia2!fcqf yowii 
** trtafores, ^hkh' niight be'}nftly.forfeiti?4 to t^ 
f^ ftate. Let your gratitude, where it is dot, be; 
*^ ^fpkyed^ not in, words, b^t : in ydur fbtm e be^ 
*' haviour.V • I know not ho\lr' to beUe^e or td 
relate the uanfports.wkh which the hero isfaxd to 

have 



have received this ignominious pardon. He fell chap. 
proftrate before his wife, he kiffed the feet of his 
faviour, and he devoutly promifed to live the grate- 
ful and fubmiilive Have of Antonina. A fine of 
one hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling 
was levied on the fortunes of Belifarius ; aad wi^U 
the office of count, or mafter of the royal ftables, 
he accepted the conduft of the Italian war. At 
his departure from Conftantinople^ his friends, and 
even the public, were, perfuaded, that as foon a$ 
he regaii\ed his freedom^ he would renounce his 
diflimulgtion, and that bis wife, Theodora^ and 
perhaps the emperor- himfelf, would be facrificed 
i;o the juft revenge of a virtuous rebel. Their 
hopes were deceived; and the unconquerable 
p,3^nce and loyalty of Belifarius appear either 
. beiow ox akcvff the charaAer of a man "^ 

»^ T^ie contlnuator of the chronicle pf Marcelllhus gives, in a few decent 
Vonis, the fabftatice of the Anecdotes : feilfirius de Orientc evocatui, ih 
olfenfam perlQuIgrnqyc incurren» |rave, ec mvidis fubjagens rurfus reroiN 
titur in Italiam (p. 540* 
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CHAP. XLII. 

/ 

State of the Barbaric World.^ — EJiabliJhment of *tbe 

' Lombards on the Danube.-^Tribes and Inroads of 

the Sclavonians.'^Originy Empire^ andEnibaJ/ies 

^ of the turks.^The Flight of the Avars.^Chof 
roes I. or Nujhirvan King of Perfia.-^His fro^ 
fperous Reign and Wars with the Romans»-^Tbe 
Cholchian or Lqzic War. — The £thiopianu 

CHAP. /^UR eftimate of pe'rfonal merit is relative to 
xuL \J ^j^^ common faculties of mankind. The 
Weaknefs afpiring efforts of genius, or virtue, either in z&tft 
}>irc o/*"* or fpeculative life, are meafured, not fo much by 
^"a^d? * ^^^^ ^^ elevation, as by the height to which they 
527— 565- afcend above the level of their age or country : and 
the fame ftature, which in a people of giants 
would pafs unnoticed, muft appear confpicuous in 
a race of pygmies. Leonidas, and his three hun- 
dred companions, devoted their lives at Thermo* 
pylae; but the education of the tnfismt) the boy, 
and the man, had prepared, and almoft. enfured, 
this memorable lacrifice \ and each Spartan would 
approve, rather than admire, an aft of duty, of 
which himfelf and eight thoufand of his fellow- 
citizens were eq^Uy capable '• The great Pom- 

*i UwUlbtapkifafe» ttof ufty to raid Ke i^i it W l (tvil e*.«04. 134. 
fv S5Q» (isO* 7bc coavcrfiuion oC Xcra«» wad DemacHui n Xhcnnopylc 
Uopeol the moil intereftiog and in«ral fcenes la luftorjr^ It was the cor-i 
taire of the ro)fal Spartan to behoM, wick — gnlfc mk mim^ the virtae of 
hit CQiimiy* 
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pey might infctibe on his trophies, that he had ^^^^^^^ 
defeated in battle two millions of enemies, and 
reduced fifteen hundred cities from the lake Maeotis . 
to the Red Sea * : but the fortune of Rome flew 
bdbre his eagles ; the. nations were opprefled by 
their own fears, and the invinciUe legions which 
be commanded, had been formed by tjje habits of 
conqueft and the di(ciplii|e of ages. In this view, 
the chara^er of Belifarius may be defervedly placed 
above the heroes of the ancient republics. His 
imperfedions flowed from the contagion of the 
times ; his virtues were his own, the free gift of 
nature or reflection ; he raifed himfelf without a 
mafter or a rival ; and (o inadequate were the arms 
committed to his hand, that his fole advantage was 
derived from the pride atld prefumption of his 
adverfaries. Under his command, the fubjeds of 
Juftiniaa often deferved to be called Romans : but 
^tie unwarUke appellation of Greeks was impofed 
as a term of reproach by the haughty Goths ; who 
affected to biu(h, that they muft difpute the king-* 
dom of Italy with a nation of tragedians, . panto-, 
mtmes, and pirates ^ The climate of Afia ha$ 
indeed been found le& congenial than that of, 
Europe, to military Ipirit : thofe populous countries 
were enervated by luxury, defpotifm, and fuperfii* 

^ See this proud infcription in Pliny (Hift. Natur. vli. 27.). Few men 
have more exquifitely taftvd of glory aod difgr^ce: nor could Juvenal 
{Saidt, X.) produce a more ftdking example of tbe viciflicade& of fortune, 
and the vanity of human viiflies* 

pn Tpayftf^j, nm mvtoi Xuvo^vrti^. ThU laft epithet of Procopius is^ 
too nobly tranflated by pirates } naval thieves Is the propef Word : iifipper$ 
of garments, eidwr for injury or infult (OemoAhemg c^i^hConon. in Reiike ' 
Ontou Gr«c. torn, n* p. ti640* 
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c HA P. t!on ; and the monks twre more eqienfive and 
more numetons than the foldien of the Eafl:. The 
regular force of the empire had once amounted to 
fix hundred and forty*five thonfand men ^ it wa^ 
reduced, in the time of Jisftiinanj to one hundred 
and fifty thoufand ; and this number, large as it 
may feem, V|^s thinly fcattered over the fea and land ; 
in Spain and Italy, in Afri<^a and £gypt, on the 
banks of the Danube, the coafl of the Euxine, 
0nd the frontiers of Perfia. ^ The citizen vizt ex- 
haufted, yet the foWier was unpaid ; his poverty 
was mifchicvoufly foothed by the privilege of 
rapine and indolence ; and the tardy payments 
were detained and intercepted by the fraud of thofe 
agents who ufurp, without courage or danger, the 
emoluments of war. Public and private diibrefs 
recruited th6 armies of the ftate ; but in the field, 
and ftill more in the prcfence of the enenjy, their 
numbers, were always defedive. The want of 
national fpirit was f applied by the precarious faith 
and diforderly fervice of Barbarian mercenaries. 
Even military honour,, which has often furvived< 
the loTs of virtue and freedom, was almoft totally 
extirift. The generals,^ who were mirltiptlied heK 
yond the example of former times, laboured only 
to prevent the fuoce|k, or to fully the reputatton,' 
of their colleagues ; and they had been taught by 
experience, that if merit fonietimes provoked the 
jealoufy, error, or even guilt, would obtain the 
indulgence^ of a graciou$ emperor '*. In fuch an aep 

• • « 

4 S^e fhe thiril andT/Jurrt! WoVs of 'the Cctlnc Wjr: the writer Jof th«* 
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thetrmtnphsof Belifarius,and afterwards of Narfes,^ c h a p/ 
Ihine with incomparable luftre ; but they are en<^ 0.-,-.Vj- 
compared with the darkefl: ihades of difgrace and 
calamity. While the lieutenant of Juflinian fub- 
dued the kingdoms of the Goths and Vandals, the 
emperor % timid, though ambitious, balanced the 
forces of the Barbarians, fomented their divifions 
by flattery and falfebood, and invited by his patience 
and liberality the repetition of injuries ^ ' The- keys 
of Carthage, Rome, and Ravenna, were prefented 
to their conqueror, while Antipch was deftro^ed 
by the iPerfians, and Juflinian trembled for the fafety 
of Conftantinople. 

Even the Gothic viflories of Belifarius were pre- state of the 
judicial to the ftate, fince they aboIiOied the im* ^^ 
portant barrier of the Upper Danube, which had 
been fo faithfully guarded by Theodoric and his 
daughter*. For the defence of Italy, the Goths 
evacuated Pannonia and Noricum, which they left 
in a peaceful and flourifhing condition : the fove- 
reignty was claimed by the emperor of the Romans ; 
the a&oal ppfieilion was abandoned to the boldnefs 
of the firft invader. On the oppofite banks of the 
Danube^ the plains of Upper Hungary and the 
Traofylvanian hills were pofTefled, (ince the death 
of Attila, by the tribes of the Gepidas, who re- The Oepi. 

i Agathias, I. 5. p. 157, 158. He confines this weaknefs of the em* 
jperor and the empire to the old age of Ju(tinian } bur^ alas ! he was hever 
yottng. 

6 This mlfchievotts policy, which Procopios (Anecdot. c. 19.) imputes 
to the emperor, is revealed io his epiftle to a Scythian prince, who was ca« 
|>able o( underflandiog itt Ayay rp^/AitQf) xai otyx^^^^'^f ^Y* Agathiai 
(I. V. p. X70» 171.J. 
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tpe&ed the Gothic armsj atid deffttfed, not indieS 
the gold of the Romans, birt ^lie fecr*t tnotive of 
their annoat lubfiilies* The vEetnt fortificaticrtaa 
of the river were inftantly occupied by thcfe Barbae 
¥ians : their ftandards wete pfer^fed otithe walk of 
Sirmium and Belgrade ; amd the ironical toiJe of 
their apology aggravated this infuk<)A the majefty 
'Cff the empire^ " So exten'five, O CseTat, are yotFf 
*^ dominions; fo numerous ate your cities; thrft 
you are contihually feeking for tKttions to whom, 
either in peace or war, yoia may reKnquifh thcfe 
^f ufeleft pofleffions. The Gepidae are yout braved 
*^' and faithful allies ; and .if they have anticii»ted 
" your gifts, they hare fhewn a juft cdfifidence ia 
*« yottt bounty/' Their pTefmhption was exciifed 
by the mode of revenge which Juftinian embraced^^ 
fnftead of afferting the rights of a foverdgn fojr 
ihe proteftioB of his fubjefts, the emperor invite<i 
a ftrange people to invade and pdffefe the RomaiAfc 
provinces between the Danube and the AlpS;j/ai>fl 
the ambition of the Gepidse was checked 'by thfe 
TbeLorn^. Tifing powcr and fame of the Lomba^I'Bs^ This 
corrupt appellation has been diffufed 'in fee thir- 
'teenth century by the m^rch^rits and bankers, *tbe 
Italian poftenty of thefe favage warriors : btit 'the 

. 7 Gens Ccrmar.a fwrliate ferocioie, fays Vd'eias Pafcrculus of the Lom« 
bards (ii. xo^O* ■I^'^ngobardos paucitas ndbilitat. Plurlnus ac valeiitiffixni» 
natlonibus cln^i non per obfcquium fed prxliis et periditando tuti 
funt (Tacit, de Morlbus German, c. 40.). Sec iikewife Strabo (L vii. 
p. 446v}. The beil geog^-aphers place them beyond the fiibe, in thebifli^pria 
of Magdcburgh and ttie middle march 0/ Braiidenburgh| and their fituatiQH 
w\\\ agree with the patriotic remark of the Count de Hert2berg, that ux0L 
of the Barbarian conc^ueror-i iiTu^d from ti)e iam^ countries which (till pf«.« 
(iuttf ih« armicti ei'L^iuiTn, 
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Iki^i^l name of Ltmg^bards is cxprcflive ^Mily df c h A p. 
the pecpUar len^gth a^^ j^Hiipn of their j)e,ard$^ | 
am ORt ^ifpofed either to queftiqn or to jpl^ify 
thek 1S<;a(a4Jnfkvlan origin ' j nor to purCi^e th^ 
.migrfktiom ^f tJie Loipbards tfa2K>pgh^t^)^lK>W(9.ret 
g4oQs ^ ^marvellous a^ve^tures. iU^out the ^if^ 
41^ Aug«(ftup ^nd Trajspj, a ray^f hiftorip Ugh^ 
jH-eaks pn tbedarkj^sof their aiitjquilie^, and the/ 
-g^fe^Jjfopveiffjdi/or.tbe^rfl: tiEiie, bfltivteisp tl*e:I^fei« 
«d the Oder.. . Fierce, beyond th^.eKamj)te,qfl3).e 
CteriniaHB, they delighted to.propagfite.the tteo^nr 
dou5 belief^ that their* hi^vte Mw^ foriwd Jibe th^ 
licads of dog&5 «nd th*t Aey d.fwk tfce tlood of 
4]hdiri!X^]|Sf es .v^^m they v^nquiihed m ^MJrie* lihe 
finsdlpeefe of ."^etr numbers was recnrited by the 
fidopdon !(^ ihdr /brareft .'fl^ves;; snod jalpue, amidll: 
fhjor ps)At)etf ui ^eigbboiuxs, ^ey diefimdefl by arms 
fth«ir h^^^ffirited independence* ' in the leriipcfo 
^ ihe Bortib; sMiidi oi5eriKhdm<id So many xbEanesl 
•Bdod ^tioiis, dihis Itttk b^tri^'Of the Locibwds.fl^ 
floated iOn: the diirf^ej: ^tfaejr'graduaily defended 
towards thefouth and the Danube } and at the end 
of four ihundced ^tars tbey -agaip {appear with their 
andent valour- and renown. Th^ir pftanaet^ w^re 
not bfs lerodbns. The aflWiSiiation (jf a royal guefl: 
Jijras executed ip the prefence, a^id by |?he command, 
«^ the )m^s daughter, who bad been provoked* 
•l>y ibme words of infult, and difapjDkDimed by his 

. ' - . . .' . 

S The Scandin^ian origin of the Goths and Lombards, as dated by Paul 
VWarncsttid^ffmwanwd tU« d«iicon,.is imtkod.b)^CUitVjeiu«s <Otrr09ma.iVetiq. 
L ill. c ^6.^ p. ftoft, -fcc.)» a miiye .of Pmffia» And 4c£rf>d!ed by Cnotiss 
fPjrpleg0Ai<:a4 tiift. Goth. p. 28>Ac.)> -^^^ Sw44iih ambaHatior. 
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blood, was impofed on the Lombards, by his bro< 
ther th6 king of the Heruli. Adverfity revived a 
fenfe of moderation and juftice, and the infolenc^ 
of cohquefl: was chailifed by the fignal defeat and 
Irreparable difperfion of the Heruli, who wcr6 
feated in the fouthern provinces of Polwd •* The ' 
Viftorics of the Lombards recommetided them to 
the friendfliip of the emperors : and at the folidt- 
ation of Juftinian, they paiTed the Danube, to re^ 
duce, according to their treaty, the cities of Noricutii 
and the fortreffes of Pannonia, But the fpirit (>f 
rapine foon tempted them beyond thefe ample 
limits ; they wandered along the coafl: of the Ha^ 
driatic as far as Dyrrachium, and prefumed, with 
familiar tudenefs, to enter the towns and houf^^ 
of their Roman allies; and to feize the captives 
who had efcaped from their audacious hands. Thefe 
aflsof hollility, the fatlies, as it might be pretended, 
of fome loofe adventurers, were difowned by the 
"nation, and excufed by the emperor ; but the arms 
of the Lombards, were more ferioufly engaged by 
« conf eft of thirty years, which was terminated only 
by the extirpation of the Gepidse* The hoftile 
nations often pleaded their caufe before the thro&e 
,6f Conftantinoplt; and the crafty Juftinian, to 
^whom the Barbarians were almoft equally odious, 
'pronounced a partial and ambiguous fentence» and 
dextroufly protrafted the war by flow and ineffec-* 

9 Two fa^s in th« Udnative ef PastA DiMonu» (1. i. c* so.) are expreffife 
ef national cnannerst tvOum md iahJam luderet— •while he ptayed at 
(iraoghts. %, Camporam viriilantia /im. The cultivatloaof flax^Oip|Milfs 
uroptrtyy tomrntrqe, agriculttirc, and manufaf^urts. 

K '. tual 






OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 277 

tual fuccours. Their ftrength teas formidable, chap. 
fince the Lombards, who fent into the field fereral 
myriads of foldiers, ftill claimed, as the weaker 
fide, the prote6lion of the Romans. Their fpirit 
was intrepid ; yet fuch is the uncertainty of cou- 
rage, that the two armies were fuddenly ftruck 
with a panic ; they fled from esich other, and the 
rival Idngs remained with their guards in the 
niidfl: of ^ an empty plain, . A fliort truce was ob<- 
tained ; but their mutual refentment again kindled; 
and the remembrance of their fhame rendered the 
next encounter more defperate and bloody. Forty 
thoufand of the. Barbarians perifhed in the de« 
cifive battle, which broke the power of the Ge- 
pids, transferred the fears and wifhes of Juftinian, 
and firft difplayed the charafler of Alboin, the 
youthful prince of the Lombards, and the future 
conqueror of Italy **• 

The wild people who dwel^ or wandered in the The ??ci«- 
plains of RufHa, Lithuania, and Poland, might 
be reduced, in the age of Juftinian, under the 
two great families of the Bulgarians" and the 
S^LAVONiANS, According to the Greek writers. 



vonians. 



?o I have ufed, without undertaking to ref;oncIley the fads in Procopins 
CGoth. 1. ii. c. 14. 1. iii. c. 33, 34. 1. iv. c. 18. a5.)> Paul Diaconus (de . 
Gcills Langpbard. ]. k c. i-<*i3. in Muratori, Script. Rerum luUcarum, 
•om* !• p»4P5^w4i9')> 3"d Jomandcs (de Succeff. Rcgnorum, p. 242.)^ 
Tbc patient reader may draw fome light fr«m Mafcou (Hift. of the Germans, 
and AnnQtat. xxiii.) andde Buat (Hiit. des Peoples^ &c. torn, ix, x» xi.). 

It I adopt the appe}Ution of Bulgarianb^ from Enoodius (in Panegyr. 
Theodorici, Opp. Sirmond, lom. i. p. 1598, iS99-)» Jornandes (de Rebus 
Gcticis, c. 5. p. 194. ed, de Regn. Succeffione, p. 2420* Theophanes 
(p. 1 8 5 . ) > and the Chronicles of Caffiodori us and Marcellinus. The name 
Qf Huns is too vague j the tribes of the Cutiurgutians and Utturgwrians are 
(fiMTfv^nvit^ and too liaril^ 
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o HA p* tbe'fbtmef; who touched the Euxine and the lakd 
Meeotis, derived from the Huns their naEle or 
defoent ^ and it h needl^fs to renew the fimple and 
weltknowii piflure of Tartar manners. They 
were bold and dextrous archers, who drank tbf 
milk, and feai^d on the fle(h of their fleet and 
indefatigable horfes ; whofe flocks and herds fol*' 
lowed, ot rather guided, the motions of theih? 
lOving camps J to whofe inroads no cotintry was 
rim(>te or iaiperviotis, and who were praftifed in 
flight, though incapable of fear. The natioa wa$ 
divided into two powerful and hoftile tribes, who 
purfued each other with fraternal hatred. They 
eagerly difputed the friendfliip or rather the gifb 
of the e&iperor j and the diftindion which nature 
had flxed between the faithful dog and the rapa<- 
cious w6lf, was applied by an ambafiador wha 
received only verbal inftruftions from the mouth 
of his illiterate prince "• The Bulgarians, of 
whatfoever fpecics, were equally attraded by Ro^ 
man wealth ; they aflumed a vague dominion over 
the Sclavonian nanae, and their rapid marches- 
could only be flopped by the Baltic fea, or the 
extreme cold and poverty of the north. But the 
fame race of Sclavonicins appears to have main^ 
tained, in every age, the pofleflion of the fame 
countries. Their numerous tribes, however dif- 
tant or adveife, ufed one common language (it 
was harfh and irregular), and were known by the 
refemblance of their form, which deviated from 

»* Procopius (Gdth< 1. iv. c. 19.). His vtrbal meffage (he oWns liimfclf 
an illiterate BarBarian) is delivered as an cpiftlc. T4ic ftyk is ftvage, figvra. 
tiv^i and original. 

the 
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^e fwarthy Tartar, and, ^ipproaehed without at- c h a p. 
tailing the lofty ftature and fair complexion of 
the .German. Four thoufand fix hundred vil- 
lages *' were fcattered over the provinces of Ruffia 
and Poland, and their huts were haftiiy built of 
rough timber, in a country deficient both in ftone 
and iron. EreiSed, or rather concealed in the 
depth of forefta, on the banks of rivers, or the 
^dge of moraffes, we may not perhaps, without 
flattery, compare them to the . architedure of the 
beaver J which they refembled in a doyble iffue, 
to the land and water, for the efcape of the fa.- 
yage inhabitant, an animal lefs cleanly, lefs diU*- 
gent, and lefs focial, th^m that marvellous qua<9 
^r(ipedei The fertility of the foil, rather thaa 
the labour of the natives, fupplied th^ ruftic 
plenty of the Sclavonians, Their fi)eep and 
faorned cattle were large and numerous, a^d th« 
jfields which they fowed with millet and panic '*, 
afforded, in the plac-e of bread, a coarfe and lefs 
liutritive food. The inceila&t rapine of their 
neighbours compelled them tp bury this treafur^ 
|n the earth ; but on the appearance of a ftranger, 
|t was freely imparted by a people, whofe uiv 

^3 This Ujim is the ceCiilt of a particular lift, in a curious MS. fragment of 
|he year 5501 found in the library of Mi an. The obfcure geography of the 
limes provokes ^od exercifcs the patience of the count de Buat (torn. xi. 
p. 69— -189.)* The French minifttr often lofes hiniiiieif in a wilderneis 
^hich requires a Sax^on and Polifli guide. 

14 Pankum mlium* S«e Columella^ 1« ii. c. 9. p. 430. edit* Gefner. Plin* 
Hift. Natur. xviii. 24,«5. The Sarm^tians made a pap oi miiiet, mingled 
with mare*s milic ori>k>od. In the wealth of modern hufbaitlry, our millef; 
ft^^S poultry, «ad not h^roes^ See the di^ionarles »S Bomare and Miller. 

' ~ \ 
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favourable charafter is qualified by the epithets of 

chafte, patient> and hofpitable. As their fu-? 

preme god, they adored an invifibie maftcr of 

the thunder. The rivers and the nymphs obr 

tained their fubordinate honours, and the popular 

worlhip was expreffed in vows and facnfice. ITie 

Sclavonians difdained to obey a defpot, a prince, 

or even a magiftrate ; but then- experience was 

too narrow, their paffions too headftrong, to com- 

pofe a fyftem of equal law or general defence. 

Some voluntary refpeft was yielded to age and 

valour 5 but each tribe or village exifted is a fc- 

parate republic, and all muft be perfuaded where 

none couM be compelled. They fought on foot, 

almoft nakedy and, except an unwieldy ihield, 

without any defenfive armour: their weapons of 

offence were a bow, . a quiver of fmall poifoned 

arrows, and a long rope, which they dextroufly 

threw from a diftance, and entangled their enemy 

in a running noofe. In the field,' the Sclavoniah 

infantfy was dangerous by their fpecd, agility, 

and hardinefs : they fwam, they dived, they re-^ 

mained under water, drawing their breath through 

a hollow cane ; and a river or lake was often the 

fcene of their unfufpeded ambufcade. But thefe 

were the atchievemerits p£fpies or ftragglers ; thc^ 

military art was unknown to the Sclavonians ;. 

their name was obfcure, and their conquefts were 

inglonqus % - . 

' / , • I have 

15 For the i»me and, nation^ the Situation and.manners, of the Scl^TOnian^ft 
^ '. , fee the original evidence of tke vith century, in Procopiiis (Goth*. LK* 

c«26. iUi* c; 14.) and the ennpert^' Maurltius^or Maurice (Stratageroa^« 

V > - . • . .... * y^-^ 
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I have marked the faint and general outline of chap. 

• • * XLII 

the ^clavonians and Bulgarians, without attemptr ^^..^..^^ 
ins: to define their immediate boundaries, which Their in- 
were not accurately known or refpefled by the 
Barbarians themfelves* Their importance was 
meafured by their vicinity to the empire j and 
the level country of Moldavia and Walachia \?a^ 
occupied by the Anlej'% a Sclavonian tribe, 
which fwelled the titles of Juftinian with an epi- 
thet of conqueft'^ Againft the Antes he erefted 
I the fortifications of the lower Danube ; and la- 

boured to fecure the alliance of a people feated in 
the direct channel of northern inundation, an 
interval of two hundred miles between the mouUr 
tains of Tranfylvania and the Euxine fea. But 
the Antes wanted power and inclination to fteni 
the fury of the torrent : and the light-armed Scla- 
yoniansg, from an hundred tribes, purfued with 
almoft equal fpeed the footfteps of the Bulgarian 
horfe. 'the payment of one piece of gold for 
each foldier, procured a fafe and eafy retreat 
through the country of the Gepidas, who cpm-^ 

1 il c. 5. ^pud Mafcou, Annotat. xxxi.). The Stratagems of Maurice 
liuve been prin^/ed oniy, as I underAand^ at the end of Sch|Bffer*s edition ^f 
ArriaB*9 Tallies, at Upfal, J664 (Fabric. Qibii9t. Grac. 1. iv. c. 8. torn. iii. 
p« 278.)^ a fcarce, and hitherto, to me, an inaccedlble book* 



16 Antes eorum fortiflimi • • • • Tayiis qui rapiduset vortlcofus in HIAri 

fluenta furens devolvitur ( Jomandes, c. 5. p. 194. edit. Mnrator. Proco- 

pius, Gotb. 1. iii. c. 14, et de Edific. 1. iv. c. 7.). Yet the fairie Procopjlis 

mentions the (joths and Huns as neighboursi yimaunob^ to the Danube 

(de Ediiic. 1. iv. c. i.). 

» 

17 The national title of Antiept^ in the laws and infcnptions of Ju Ainijin, 

was adopted by his /uccefTors, and is ju Aified by the pious Ludewig (in Vit. 
JuAinlan. p. ^iSO* It had AriiDgely puz^d the civilians of the middle 

\l ^Handed 
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C{ H A P. mauded the paflage of the upper Paiml>e "• 'f'he 
hopes or fears of the Barbarians j their intefti^^ 
uniou or dirfcord ; the accident of a frozen of 
fli^low ftream ; the profpeft of barveft or viu* 
tage ; the profperity or diftrefs of the Roraaxis j 
were the caufes which produced tlje iiniforiu 
repetition of annual vifits *% tedious in the nar* 
rative, and deftrudlive in the event. The fame 
year, and poffibly the fam^ month, in which 
Ravenna furrendered, was marked by an invafion 
of the Huns or Bulgarians, fo dreadful, that if 
almoft effaced the memory of their paft inroads^ 
They fpread from the fuburbs of Conftantinople 
to the Ionian gulph, deftroyed thirty ^t wo cities or 
caftles, erazed Potidaea, which Athens had built 
and Philip had befieged, and repafled the Danube^ 
4ragging at their horfes* heels one hundred and 
twenty thoufand of the fubjeds of Juftinian* la 
a fubfequent inroad they pierced the wall of the 
Thracian Cherfonefus, extirpated the habitations 
and the inhabitants, boldly traverfed the Hellef- 
pont, and returned to their companion^, Uden 
with the fpoils of Afia. Another party, which 
feemed a multitude in the eyes of the Romans, 
penetrated, Without oppofition, from the ftreights 
of Thermopylae to the ifthmus of Corinth ; and 
the lad ruin of Greece has appeared an objefl 
too minute for the attention of hiftory, * The 
works which the emperor raifed for the proteftion, 

* 

>3 Procoplus, Gotb. 1. iv. c. 25. 

19 An inroad of the Huns is conne6led, by Procoplus^ with a comet ; 
perhaps that of $y. ^Pcrfic. 1. ii. c 4.). A^athias (1. v. p*i54» 155-) 
l}orro\vs from his |i(redeceiror feme early fa£ls« 

but 
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bet It the expellee, of his fubjcGs, fcrved only to c h a p. 
difcloiie the weaknefs of feme neglected part ; and 
the walls, which by flattery had been deemed im* 
pfegnable, were either deferted by the garrifon, 
or fcaled by the Barbarians. Three thoufand 
6clav<»iians, who infolently divided themfelves 
into two bands, difcovered the weakneft and 
niifcry of a triumphant reign. They pafled the 
Danube and the Hehrns, vanquiflied ; the Roman 
generals who dared to oppofe their progrefs, and 
plundered, with impunity, the cities of Illyricum 
and Thrace, each of which had arms and num.bers 
to overwhelm their contemptible affailants. What- 
ever praife the boldnefs of the Sclavonians may 
deferve, it is fullied by the wanton and deliberate 
isruelty which they are accufed of exercifmg on 
their prifoners. . Without diftinftion of rank, or 
age, or fex, the captives were impaled or flayed 
alive, or fufpended between four poflis, and beaten 
with clubs till they expired^ or inclofed in fome 
fpacious building, and left to periCh in the flames 
with the fpoil and cattle which might impede the 
inarch of thefe favage vidors *°. Perhaps a more 
impartial narrative would reduce the number, and 
qualify thenature, of thefe horrid acts ; and they 
might fometimes be excufed by the cruel laws of 
I'etaliation, In the fiege of Topirus**, whofe 

>o The cruelties of the Scl«vonlao6 are related or magnified by Procopius 
(Goth. 1. iii. c. ap 38.). For their mUd and liberal behaviour to their pri- 
fonersy we may appeal w the authority, fomewhat more recent, of tht 
lemperor Maurice (Stratagem, l.ii. c. 5.). 

>t Topirus was iitaffte near Philippi in Thrace^ or Macedonia, oppofite 
jt» the ille of Tliaibs, twelve days' journey from Conftantinople (Celiarlus, 
|om. 1. f • 676. S40b}. 
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obflinate defence had enraged the Schvoniani/ 
they mafTacred fifteen thoufand males; but they 
fpared the women and children ; the moft valu- 
able captives were always referved for' labour or 
ranfom ; the fervitude was not rigorous, and the 
terms of their deliverance were fpeedy and mode- 
rate. But the fubjeft, or the hUlorian of Jufti- 
nian, exhaled his juft indignation in the lan^^ge 
of complaint and reproach ; and Procoptus has. 
confidently affirmed, that in a reign of thirty-two 
years, each annual inroad of the Barba|:ians con* 
fumed two hundred thoqfand of the inh^bitax^t^ of 
the Roman empire. The entire population of 
Turkifli Europe, which nearly correfponds with 
the provinces of Juftinian, would perhaps be inca-^ 
pable of fupplying fix millions of perfons, th<i 
refult of this incredible eftimate*** 
€JitiigiBand In (j^g midft of thefe obfcure calamities, Eu- 
•ithc rope felt the (hock of a revolution, which firft 
iJ^*"* revealed to the world the name and nation of the 
^^- Turks. Like Romulus, the founder of that 
martial people wis fuckled by a Ihe-wolf, who . 
afterwards made him the father of a numerous pro- 
geny j and the reprefentation of that anima^ in 
the banners of the Turks preferved the memory,, 
or rather fuggeiled the idea, of a fable, which 
was invented, without any mutual intercQurfe, by 
the fhepherds of Latium and thofe of Scythia, 
At the equal diftance of two thoufand miles from 
the Cafpian, the Icy, the Ghinefe, and theBj^ngal 

A^ AcccM-dingtotbe malevolent teilimonyof tb« An«cdoteft(c» iS), tbefe 
^ inroads had reduced the prayinccs fvUth o( the Da^iubc to the A«Xe of % 
$cythlaii w'Uderhei:). 
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•leas, a ridge of mountains is confpicuoUS, thft c ^^r 
<»ntre, and perhaps the fummit, of Afia ; which^ 
in the language of different nations, has been 
ftyled Imaus, and Caf*% and Alfsli, ^nd the 
•Golden Mountains, and the Girdle of the Earth* 
The fid^fi of the hills were produftive of minerals ; 
and the iron forges**, for the purpofe of war^ 
^ere exercifed by the Turks, the moft defpifed 
portion of the ilaves of the great khan of th6 
Creougen. But their fervitude could only laft till 
a leader, bold and eloquent, ihould arife, to per* 
fuade his countrytnen that the fame arms which 
they forged for their maflers, might become, in 
their own hands, the inftruments of freedom and 
vidory. They fallted from the mountaifi**; a 
fceptre was the reward of his advice ; and the 

M From Caf to Oaf; wluclia more rational geography woiild lAterpr^r, 
from .IipauSy perhaps^ to mount Atlas. According to the rellgiow phiio-* 
fophyof the Mahometans, the bafis of mount Oaf is an emerald, whofe 
refleOion produces the azure of the iky. The mountain is endowed witii 
a fenfitive action in its roots or nerves $ and their vibration, at the 
command of God, is the caufe of earthquakes (D*Herbelot9 p. 230* 

H Th« Siberian iron is tho heft and moft plentiful in the world ; and in 
the fouthern parts, above fixty mines are now worked by the induflry of 
the Ruflians (Strahlenberg, Hifl. of Liberia, p. 342. 387. Voyage en 
-Siberie* par TAbbe* Chappe dMuteroche> p. 6o3-»6o8. edit, in lamo* 
Am(terdam» 1,770 )• Tlie Turks offered iron for fale^ yetthe Roman 
ambafTadors, with ftrange ob()lnacy, periifted in believing that it was all a 
trick, and that their country produced none (Menander in Excerpt. Leg, 

*S Of Irf»)a-kon (Abulghazi Khan, Hiil. Genealof^que det Tatars* 

P. ii c. 5. p. 71—77. c. 15. p. X SSO- The tradition of the Moguls, of the 

.450 years which they paiTed in the mountains, agrees with the Chinefe 

periods of the hiftory of the Huns and Turks (De Guignes^ torn. i. part H. 

p. 376O9 and thtf twenty' generationsi irom their reftpratlOA td Zingis, 

> ; anniial 
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CHAP, annual cettitioiiy, In tirhich a i»ece of iron 
''^^''' heated in the fire/ and a fmith^s hammer was fiio* 
ceifively handled by tjie prince ^urd ttb nobles^ 
a-ecorded for ages the humble profeffion and ra-^ 
tional pride of the Turkiih nation. Rertezena, 
their firft leader, fignaUzed their vglour i^ hi9 
own im Jucceftful combats againil the aadgbbouria^ 
Iribes j but when he prefumed to aik in mar^H^^e 
ihe daughter of tbe great khan^ thf iofo^c^ 
demand of a flave and a mechanic was cpmemp- 
.tuQully rqeftcd. The difgrace was eKpiikted bf 
a more noble aliianqe wtt^h a pr^c^fs of Q^&Mi 
and the decifive baul^ wh^h aloioft .e3;mpated tibe 
gaation of the Geougen, eft5A>l»flied m Taitarythe 
4iew and morie powjerfoi empire of ihe Taris* 
They reigned over the north ; h^ thief ceaifeffed 
the vanity of conqueft, by their faithful attach- 
xnent :Co the monntain ^ their £sithers. The 
royal encampment feldom loft fight of mount 
Altai, from whence the river Irtifli defcezids to 
water the rich paftures of the Cafmucks**, which 
nourith the largefl: {beep and oxen in the wqrld. 

The foil is fruitful, and the climate miW and 
temperate : the happy region was ignoraijt of 
earthquake and pediience ; the empefor's throne 
Was turned towards the eaft, and a golden wolf 
. on the top of a fpear feemed to guai;d the ienitranee 
of his tent. One of the fucceffors of Berte- 



»fi The Country of the. Tucks., jfiow of tlie Calmucks, U well defcrijbtffd 
in the Gen«a4>gical Hillory, p. 521— •561* The cjaric^s notes of ()]« 
French tt anAalor ave eniar^d ^fid digciled in the fecoad voloflie of tbe £i;i^« 
JU^h vcrfioa. 
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dsena was temped by the luxury aiid ArperitU chap. 
tioQ of Chifia ; but his defign of buildiag cities 
and itemples was defeated by the finijple wifdom of 
a BarhafiaiB coulrfeUor* /* The Turks,'* lie faid, 
^ ^re O0t equil in number to one hundredth part 
** of the inhabitants of ' Chifia. If we balance 
their ponder, a^d^lude their armies^ it is becaufe 
we wander withoiatt any iixed habitation^, 
in the exerctfeof war and husjtting. Are we. 
•* ftrong ? wc adtance aad conquer : are we 
•* feeble ? we rccire and are concealed* Should 
^ the Tarks confine thendeives withm the walls 
•* of cities, the lofs of a battle -would be the 
** -deftrudionof thdor foipire. The Bonzes preach 
*^ only padence, Jrumitiiy, and the ronunciatioii 
•^ of the world* Such, O fci^g! is not the reli- 
•*'gion of heroes/' They entertained wjth lefs 
reluAance, the do^rines of ZiHoafter; but the 
gr^teft part of the nation acquiefi^ed, without 
iaquky, in the opinions, or rather in the praftice, 
of their anceftors. The honours of fecrifice were 
refer ved for the .fcipf erne deky j they acknowledged^ 
in rude hymi)s, their obligations to the air, tho 
fircj the water, and .the earth ; and their priefts 
-derived Ibme profit from the art of divination. 
Their unwritten laws were rigorous and impartial :. 
theft was punifhed by a tenfold reftitution : adul- 
tery, treafon, and murder, with death : and no 
chaltiftjment 'could be inflicted too fevere for the 
rar6 and inexpiable guilt of cowardice- As the 
fubjeft nations marched under the ftandard of the 
Turks, their cavalry, both men and horfes, were 
f proudly 
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t'H A P. proudly cdm{>uttd bjr miitions ; one of their effe^i 
HI^HLj tive arniie$ coiififted of fbiir hundred thoufand 
Ibldiers, and iii lefs than fifty year^ they were c6n<& 
nefted in t^eace ahd war wittii the Romans^ the 
Perfiatis, and the Ghinefe. Ifi their northern 
limits, fome veftige msty bti difcovered of the form 
and (itusttion of Kamtchatka^ of a people of hunt' 
ets and filhermen, whofe fledges were drawn by 
dogs, and whofe habitations were buried in the 
earth. The Turks were ignorant of aftronomy 5 
but the obferration taken by fome learned Ghinefe^ 
with a gnomon of eight feet, fixes the royal camp 
in the latitude of forty-nine degrees, and marks 
their extreme progrefs within three, or at lead ten 
degrees, of the polar circle *% Among their 
ibuthetn Conqnefts, the moft fplendid was that of 
the Nepthalites or white Huns, a polite and war- 
like people, who poffelTed the commercial cities 
of ]bochara and Samarcand, who had vanquiibed 
the Perfian monarch, and carried their vi&orious 
arms along the banks, and perhaps to the mouth, 
of the Indus. On the fide of the weft, the Turkifh 
cavalry advanced to the lake Msefotis* They paifed 
that l^e on the ice< The khan who dwelt at the foot 
of mount Altai, Iflued his commands for the fiege of 
Bofphorus **, a city, the voluntary fubje^l of Rome^ 
and whofe princes had formerly been the friends of 

^7 Vifdebur, p. X4^. i jf. The fed/ though k ftridly belongs to a 
fubordmate and fucccfilve tribe, may be introduced here. 

»« Procopius, Pcrfic. 1. i. c. iz. I ii« c 3. PeyiTonnel (ObfeiVatioAs 
fur ]ei Pcuples Barbares, p. 99, 100.) delbies Che diftjAice between Cafia aOd 
the old Bofphorus at xvi lohg Tartar leagues* 

Athene 
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A(feefis *?. To thfe eaff, the Tufks invaded China, chap. 

XLII. 

a$ often as the vigour of the government was re- v^-v---^ 
laxed : and I stm tatrght to read in the hiftory of 
the • times,' that they mowed down their -patient ^ 
enemies like hemp or grafs j and that the man* 
darins apphuded the wifdom of an emperor who 
repulfed thefe Barbarians with golden lances. This 
extent of favage empire compelled the Turkilh 
flionarch to eftablifh three fubordinate princes of 
his own blood, who fodn fofgdt their gratitude and 
allegiance. The' conquerors were enervated by 
hixuryj which is always fatal except to an induf- 
trious people } the policy of China folicited the van- 
quMhed nations to refume their independence j and 
the power [of the Turks was Ihnited to a period of 
two hundred years. The revival of their name ' 
and dominion inthe fouthern countries of Afia, are 
the events of a later age ; and the dynafties, which 
fucceeded to their native realms, may fleep in ob- 
livion; fmce fheir hiftory bears no relation to 
the decline and fall of the Roman empire ^\ 

In the rapi4 career of conqueft, the Turks at- The Avars 
tacked and fubdued the nation of the Ogors or the iJrks, 
Varchonites on the banks of the river Til, which ^^^^^ll\i^^ 



empire* 



^Sl^See, in a Memoir of M. deBoze (Mem. de TAcademle des InfcnptionS) 
torn. vi. p. S49«-*565.)9 the ancient kings and medals pf the Cimmerian 
Bofphorus; and the gratitude of Athens, in tlie Oration of Demofthcnes 
againft Leptines (in Reiflce, Orator. Gnec. torn. i. p. 466, 4670* 

30 For the origin and revolutions of tl>e firft. Turkifli -empire, the Chinefe 
details are borrowed from De Guignes (Hid* des Huns, torn. i. P. ii. 
P* 3-67-— 462.) and Vifdelou (Supplement a la Bibliothequc Orient. d*Herl>e- 
lot, p. 82 — Jti4'}* The Greek or Roman hints, are gathered In Alenandef 
(p. X08 — 164.) and Theophyla^ Simocatta (1. vii. c» 7, 80» 

. Vol* VII. U derived 
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CHAP, derived the epithet of black from its dark water 
^'•"- or gloomy forefts '"; The khto of the Ogws wa« 
flain with three hundred thpufand of his fubjeAs^ 
and their bodies were fcattered over the Ipaee of 
four days journey : their futviviog countrymen ac» 
knowledged the ftrength and mercy of the Turks ; 
and a fmall portion^ about twenty thou&nd war« 
riors^ preferred exile to fervitude. They folfewed 
the well-known road of the Volga^ cheriflied the 
error of the nations who confounded thegi witb 
the Avars, and fpread the terror of that iaife 
though famous appellation, which had not, how* 
ever, faved its lawful proprietors from the yoke of 
the Turks ^\ After a Ic^ and victorious march^ 
the new Avars arrived at the foot of mount Cau* 
cafus, in the country of the Alani '' and Circa£» 
fians, where they firft heard of the fplendour and 
weaknefs of the Roman empire* They humbly 
requefted their confederate, the prince of the 
Alani, to lead them to this fource of riches ; and- 
their ambaflador, with the permifSon of the go« 

31 The river Til* or TuU» according to the geography of De Guigpes 
(toqa. i< pait ii« p. Iviii. and 3S^0> '' ^ finally though grateful flreaia of 
the deferty that falls into the Orhoii) Selinga, Ac, See Bett» Jonmc/ from 
Peter(burgh to Pekin (vol. ii. p. 124.) j yet his ovm defcriptjon of the Keat# 
elown which he failed into the Cby, reprefents the name and attributes of the 
S/ack river (p- Z39«)* 

' 52 Theophyla£ty 1. vll. c. 7, 8. And yet his true Avars ark invlfihie evm- 
to the eyes of M* de Guignes ; and what can be more ilJuitricus than the 
falfe f The right of the fugitive Ogors to that national appellation is con- 
fcHed by the Turks themfelves (Menander, p. yo8.). 

3 J The Alani are ftill fouhd in the Genealogical Hiftory of the Tartars 
(P ^ 1 lAf *"^ "1 d*AnviIIe*s maps. They oppofed the march of the geoenis 
el Zingis round the Cafpiift) /ea, and were overtlirowa hi a great tattife- 
(Hlft. de Ccnglfcan, i. iv. c. 9. p» ^7-)* 
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venior of Lazica, was tranfported by the Euxtne chap. 
fea to Conftafttinoplc. The whole city was poured _^ ^^ 
forth to behold with curiofity.and terror the afpe£t 
of a flrange people ; ti|rir long hair which hung 
in trefles down their backs, was gracefully bound 
with ribbons, but the reft of their habit appeared 
totm^itate the fafliion of the Huns. When they TheJrem* 
were admitted to the audience of Juftinian, Can* c<mftan« 
difli, the firft of the ambaffadors, addrefied the a?'S!|||,* 
Roman emperor in thefe t^-ms : " You fee be- ■ . 
fore you, O mighty prince, the reprefentatives ', 
of the ftrongeft and mod populous of nations, 
** the invincible, the irrfefiiKble Avars. We are 
*^ willing to devote ourfelves to your feryice: we 
** are able to vanquifh and deflroy all the enemies 
" who now difturb your repofc. But we epcped, 
*' as the price of our alliance, as the reward of 
^ our valour, precious gifts, annual fubfidies, and 
^\ fruitful poffeflionl.*' At the time of this em- 
baffy, Juftinian had reigned above thirty, he had 
lived above feventy-five years : his mind, as well 
as his body, was feeble and languid; and the 
conqueror of Africa and Italy, carelefs of the per- 
manent intereft of his people, afpired only to end 
his days in the bofom even of inglorious peace. 
In a ftudied oration, he imparted to the fenate 
his refolution to diflfemble the iqfult, and to pur« 
chafe the friendfliip of the Avars ; and the whole 
fenate, like the mandarins of China, applauded 
|e the incomparable wifdom and forefight of their 
' fovei:eign. The inftruments of lusury were im- 
^ mediately prepared to captivate the Barbarians ; 
filkeii garments, foft and fplendid beds, and chains 
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eft A V. and collars incruftcd with gold. The ambafladors* 
content with fuch liberal reception, departed from' 
Conftantinople, and Valentin, one of the emperor's^ 
guards, was fent with a fimilar charader to their 
camp at the foot of mount Caucafus. As their 
deftrudion or their fuccefs mufl: be alike advan- 
tageous to the ' empire, he perfuaded them to in- 
vade the enemies of Rome ; and they were eafily 
tempted, by gifts and promifes, to gratify their 
ruling inclinations. Thefe fugitives, who fled be- 
fore the Turkifh arms, pailed the Tanais and 
Boryfthenes, and boldly j^dvanced into the heart of 
Poland and Germany, violating the law of nations, 
and abtafing the rights of viftory. Before ten years 
had dapfed, their camps were feated on the Da- 
nube and the Elbe, mafty Bulgarian and Sclavo- 
nian names were obliterated from the earth, and 
the remainder of their tribes are found, as tribu- 
taries and vaffals, under the ftandard of the Avars. 
The chagan, the peculiar title of their king, ftill 
afFecled to cultivate the friendfhip of the emperor f 
and Juftinian entertained fome thoughts of fixing 
thfem m Pannonia to balance the prevailing power 
^ * of ttie Lombards. But the virtue or treachery of 
^n Avar betrayed the fecret enmity and ambitious 
defigns of their countrymen ; and they loudly 
complained of the timid, though jealous policy, 
of detaining their ambaffadors, and denying the 
arms which they* had been allowed to purchafe in 
the capital of the empire ^*. 

- U The cmbaflies and firil conqutfts of the Avars maybe r^ad in Menan- 
d«r (Excerpt. Legat. p. 99, 100, loi. 154^ !$$:)» Theophancs (p, 196.), 
the Hlrtoria MifccUa (l.'Xvi. p. 109.)* and Gregory of Touw (I.ir. c.«j- 
S9. ill the Hiftorians of France, torn. u. p. %t^. sKi;.)^ 

* . - Perhaps 
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Perhaps the apparent change in the dirpodtians chap. 
of the emperors, may be afcribed to the embafTy ._^-^ 
which was received from the conquerors of the Em^Mffi^of 

A 7« fni • r i«n 1 • 1 111 tbc Turk* 

Avars ^\ The immenfe diftance which eluded andRo- 
iheir arms, could not extingui(h their refcntment : "*^a.'d. 
the Turkifli ambafladors purfued the 'footfteps of 569—52^ 
the vanquifhed to the Jaik, the Volga, mount 
Cauc^fus, the Eu^ine, and Conftantinople, and at 
length appeared before the fuccefibr of Conftan- 
tiqe, to requeft tkat he would, not efpoufe the , 
caufe of rebels and fii^tives. Even commerce 
had fome fliare in this remarkable negotiation: 
and the Sogdoites, who were now ihc trihutaries 
of the Turks, Embraced the fair occafion of open- 
i^g9 I^y t'h^ north of the Cafpian, a new road for 
the importation of Chinefe fiik into the Roman 
empire. The Perfian, who preferred the naviga* 
tion of Ceylon, had ftopped the caravans of .Bo- 
chara and Saiparcand : their filk was comemptu^ 
oiufly burnt: fome Turkifh ambafladors ^ed in 
Perfia, with a fufpicion of poifon ; and the great 
khan permittied his feithful valTal Maniach, the 
prince of the Sogdoites, to propofe, at the By- 
zantine comrt, a treaty of alliance againfl: their 
common enemies* Their Iplendid apparel and* 
rich prefents, the fruit of Oriental luxury, dif* 
tingqifiied Maniach and his colleagues, from the 
rude favs^es of the north: their letters, in the 
Scythian chara&er and language, announced a 

$5 Theophanes (Chron. p. S04.) snd the Hift. Miicclla (!• xvi. p- xxo-]. 
as underAood by D« Guignet (torn. i. part ii* p. 354.% appear- to fp^ak cf A 
Turkiih embafly to JuAinian himfeli ; but that of MaaiacU, in the fourth 
year of _hit fucce/ior Juilui> is positively the &r|k that rcachtd Conftanttoopte. 
(McAanderi p. i(^,)* 

■ ' U3 people 
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c H A p« people vrho had attained the rudiments of fcience, ^^ : 
they enumerated the conqueflrs, th^ offered the 
friendihip and military aid, of the Turks; and 
their fincerity was attdled by direful imprecations 
(if they were guilty of felfehood) againft their 
own heady and the head of Difabul their maiten^ 
The Greek prince entertained with hofpitable re* 
gard the ambafiadors of a remote and powerful 
monarch : the fight of filk- worms atid looms dSf^ 
appointed the hop^s of the Sogdoites ; the emperor 
renoimced> or feemed to renounce, the fugitive 
Avars^ but he accepted the alliance of the Turks } 
and thp ratification of the treaty was carried by a 
Roman minifter to the foot of mount Altai. Un^ 
der the fucceilbrs of Juftmi»», the firienci^ip of 
the twa nations was cultivated by frequent smd 
cordial i&tercourfe ; the moft favoured vaflats were 
j^rmkted to imitate the example of the great 
kfaaiiy and one hundred and fix Turks, who, on 
virbus- occafions, had vifited Conftantinople, de- 
fiarted at the fame tim^ hr their native country^ 
The duration and length of the journey from the 
Byzaoime court to mount Altai, are not fpecified : 
k might have been difficult to mark a road through 
the Aiaateleft diefert^, the mountains, rivers, anxi 
mor^ffes of Tartary; but a curi6us account lias 
been preferved of the reception of the Roman am« 

1^ iThe EuflUnsliavjC found chambers, nide. hieroglyphics » on the Iitidi 
and Ycnifci, on medals, tombsj HJols, rocks, ot»ciifks, &c. (Strahlenbtrg, 
• Hift. of. Siberia, p. ^t4» 346* 406. 429^). Dr. Hyde (de Religlenc Ve- 
Urum Per&hlm, p. 521, &;c.) has given two alphabets of Thibet* and of 
the Eygours. 1 have long harboured a firipicitisi that eli. tlie Scythian, and 
j^«>p«j.P«i^^H «^<«^> ^i ^c Ionian CcicAcr^ wasxlcriycd from the Pr^f^s <>f 
Sa^riana. 

bafladbrs 
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baflMors at the royal camp. After they bfA been chap. 
purified with fire and incenfe, according to a rite 
iUn pradifed under the ions of Zingis^ they were 
mtroduced to' the prefence of Di&buK In a vaL- 
Jey of the Golden Mountmn, they found the great 
khan in his tent, feated in a ch^r with wheels^ to 
.i¥hich an horfe might be oceafionatly harneflgdi! 
Ab foon as they had delivered their prelents, which 
were received by the proper officers, they expofed, 
in a florid oration, the wiihes of the Romsm em^^ 
peror, that viftor y might attend the arms of the 
Turks, that their reign might be long and pro- 
i|>erous, and that a ftrift alliance, whhotit envy o* 
deceit, might for ever be maintained between tht 
two moft powerful nation^ of the earth. The an# 
fwer of Diiabul correfponded with thefe friendly 
profeffions, and the ambafladors were feared by hi$ 
fide, at a banquet which lafted the greateft part of 
the day % * the tent was fiirrounded with (ilk hang* 
ings, and a tartar liquor was ferved on the tabl^, 
which pofTeiTed at leaft the intoxicating qualities 6f 
wine. The entertainment of the fucceeding day 
vTas more fumptoous ; the filk hangings of the fe-^ 
cond tent were embroid^ed in varbus figures ; and 
ihe royal feat, the x:ups, atid the vafes, were of gold. 
A third pavilion was fupported by colunfns of gllfi 
wood ; a bed of pure and malTy gold wasraifed on 
four peacocks of the fame metal : and before the 
entrance of the tent, diflies, bafons, and ftatues of 
folid filver, and admirable art, were oftentatioufly 
piled in waggons, the monuments of valour rather 
than of induftry. When Difebul led bis armies; 
minft the frcouiers of Perfia, his Roman allies 

y 4 fol. 
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Q H A P. {^Hq^si^ many days the march of the Turkifir 
^mp, qor were th^y, difmiffed till they had enjoyed 
their precedency over the envoy of the great king, 
svhofe Ipud and ipreipperate clzuqioura interrupted 
thp filence of the royal banqu^. The power and 
ambition of Chofroes ceitfented the union of the 
Turks and Romans, who, touched his dominion^ 
pn either fide : but thofe diftaQt nations, regard- 
Jefs of each other, confulted the didatfs^ pf intereft, 
without recpUe0ii)g the obligations of oaths and 
treaties. WhU^ the fucc.effor of Difabul cejebfated 
his father's obfequies, he was faluted - by the 
ambaffadors of the emperor Tiberius, wbp piro- 
pofed an invafion of Perfia, and fu/tained with 
firmnef§, the angry, and perhaps the juft, re? 
proaches of that haughty Barbari^nt " Ypafee my 
V ten lingers,'- ikii the great khan, and he applied 
them to bis mouth. *? You Romans fpeak with 
as many tongues, but they are tongues of deceit 
and perjury. To me you hpld one language, 
** to my fubjeds another ; aod the nations, are fucr 
f^ ceffively decludied by your perfidious elpquence. 
5' You precipitate ypur alliep into war and danger^ 
<' ypu enjoy their labours, and you neglefl youy 
f * benefeftprs. , Jiaften yoyr return, inform your 
" mafter jhat a Turk is incapable of utter- 
ing or forgiving f^fehood, and that he ihaU 
fpeedily meet the punifliment which he de-r 
•*' ferves. While he fc^its my friendfhip with 
f^ flattering and hollow words, he is funk to a con.. 
." federate of my fugitive Varchonites, If I CQUr 
.** defcend to march; againft thofe contemptible 
fSflavcB, thpy ^ilj tremble 4t the Ibund of our 

?* whipsj 
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^^ whips; they will be trampled, like a neft of c h a^p* 

<* ants, under the feet of my innumerable cavalry, ^^^--v"* ^ 

^* I am not ignorant of the road which they have 

*' followed to invade your empire ; nor can I be 

*^ deceived by the vain pretence, that mount CaUf 

^^ cafus is the impregnable barrier of the Ro- 

>^ marts, I know the courfe of the Niefter, the 

^.* Danube, - and the Hebrus ; the mbft warlike 

^* nations have yielded to the arms of the Turks ; 

*' and from the rifing to the fctting fun, the earth 

^' is my inheritance/' Notwithflinding this me^ 

j^ce, a fenfe of mutual advantage foon renewed 

jth^ alliance of the Turks and Romans: but the 

pride of the great khan furvived his refentment ; 

QUid when he announced an important conquefl: to 

his friend, the emperor Maurice, he ftyled himfelf 

the mailer of the feven races, and the lord of the 

ieveii. climates of the world ^^ 

m 

Difputes have oftea.arifen between the fove- state of 
reigns qf Afia, for the title of king of the world; ^^ a?d. 
^whilie the conteft has proved that it could not 5«>— 530*' 
belong to eijther of the competitors. The kingdom 
pf the Turk? wis bousded by the Oxus or Gibon? 
and Touran was feparated by that great river from 
the rival monarchy of Irariy or Perfia, which, in 
^ fmaller compaf§, contained perhaps a larger 
meafure of power and population. The Per? 
iians, who alternately invaded and repulfed the 
Turks and the Romans, were ftill ruled by the 

?7 All the details of thcfe Turki/h and Roman cmbaflie'; fo curious In 
th« hillory of human manners, are drawn from flic ExtraQs of Menanifejr 
(p. 106— I la 151— X54, i6i— 16^.), in whic« wc often rejrct the want 
^1' order and conncdtior^. ' '• ; 

. • houfe 
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c IT A P. boufe of-Safikn, vhidi afcended the throne ifaret 
Imndftd years before the acceffioa of Juftiniair* 
His €oniempora»7) Cabades, orKobad, had been 
filcce&fiil ia war agamft the emperor Anaftafius : 
Imt the reign of . that prioee was dt(lra£led by civfl 
and reUgious trotiUes.' A prifimer m the haiida of 
bis fobjed^ ; an exile among the aiemies of Pef« 
ihi; he recovered his liberty bf proftitqtiiig the 
i)i(mo«»r of his Wife, a^ regained his kingdom wi^ 
the dangerous vsid mercenary aid of the Barbarian^^ 
who had fiain his farther* His nobles were fi^i^ 
cicK&s that SU>bad nevei^ forgave the authors of hli 
eaq;m^n, or even thofe of his reftoration* Hie 
f^aple was dehided and m&imed by the fanafidfiti 
icf Mazdak^, who afierted she community of 
ytomsn ^% and the equality c(f mankind^ ti^iMl: he 
a^ifoptiaied the ricl^ lands and mo& beaotiftil 
females to the ufe of his feftaries. The ^ew of 
ihefe dSbrdetSy whid) had been femeni6>d by his 
J4:«FS and example^, embittered the declining ageiSf 
the Perfian monwdi ^ and fait fears were incr^<Mi 
hf the conftiotffnel^ of his defign t4> reverfe (hie 
mvooral and euftotkiary order of fttceeffion, k| 



)> Sec rmcrkltki^' pkhBiOt. OHent. p. 5^. 929*)) iFyde (de Kel^Otte 

Wt. Perfarum, c. »i. p. 290, 291.) f Focock (Specimen KUI* Arab. p. 70^ 
71.) ^ l?utychias (Annah torn. ii. p. 176.) ; Tcxelra (in Stevens^ Hifl* of 

)f The fame el tM aew law for the commimity of women was foon pgt>« 
pa^^ated >n Syria (AiTcman. Bibliot. Orient. toofi.Ui* p. 402.) andCrQeoe 
(Procop. Pirtic. I i. c. 5.}. 

¥> He offered his own wife and M^rto the pro|^et; Itut the prtyers of 
Mttlbinran iavt^ his mother, and the indignant monarch never forgave the 
ji^iimiliation to which his filial piety had /looped : ]>edes tuos deofculatus 
(faid he t9 Mafdak]^, cuju)^ fstar adhuc nares occnpat (Pocpck^ Specimti^ 
Hift«AraU p^ yv)* 
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hvom of bis third and tnoft fevoured (ad. fo &• c h a k 
mous under the names^ of Chofroes and Nu(birvan» * 

To render the youth more iUuftridtif in the eyes 
of the nations, Kobad was defirous that he fhould 
be adopted by the emperor Juftin : the hope of 
peace inclkcd the Byzantine court to accept this 
fingular propofal ; and Chofroes might have ac* 
quired a fpecious claim to the inheritance of his 
Roman parent* But the future mifchirf was 
diverted by the advice of the quaeftor Proclus : a 
difficulty was ftarted, whether the adoption (h(>uld 
be performed as a civil or military ritc^'j the 
treaty was abruptly diffolved ; and the fcnfe of thh 
indignity ftmk deep into -the mind of Chofix>es^ 
who had already advanced to the Tigris on his 
road to Conftantinople. His father did hot lon|; 
furvive the difappointment of his wiflies : the tefla* 
ment of their deceafed fbvereign was read in the 
affcmbly of the nobles j and a powerfuF fa^Hon, 
prepared for the event, and regardlefs of the pri* 
ority of age, exalted Chofroes to the throne of 
Perfia. He filled that throne during a profperous 
period of forty-eight years** } and the jijstice of 

Nufliir- 



4t Procopitts, Perfic. I. i. c. if. Was not Proclus over-wife? Was not 
the danger imaginary ?<-^The eycvfey at lead, was iojarious to a nation not 
ignorant of letters : y yfocfL^M^ oi SotfSetfoi t&; Trauid^ 'TPounfrm aXlC 
hs\u)V a%nfn» Whether any mode of adoption was praftifed in Perfiay I 
moch doubt. 

4s> From Proeopimincl Agatblaly^Tagi (torn* li. p. 543* (»6.) hu proved 
that Chofroes Kuihirvan afcended the throne in the vth year of Juftimaii 
(A* D. ^yif April z.«-A. D. sjZy April 1.). . But the true cbronolosiFf 
which hartnonixts with tlie Greeks and Oriental*, is afcertained hy John 
Malala (tom.ii. »ii.). Cahades, orKohad* after a reign o| forty.thrpe 

Ycart uid two months, fickened the Sth, and died the J3tb of September, 

5.... . ^^^^ 
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CHAP. NuOiirvan is celebrated as the. theme of immortal 

v-*-v-^ praife by the nations of the, Eaft. 

K^ft^rvln ^^^ ^^^ juftice of king3 is under ftood by thenvT 

4>rChofrocs, felvcs, and even by tbefr. fubjeas, with an ample 

53«W79- indulgence for the gratification of paffion and inte- 

reft* The virtue of Chofroes was that of a con- 

queror, who, in the meafures of peace and war, 

Js excited by ambition and retrained by prudence ; 

ivho confounds the greatnefs with the happinefs of 

a nation, and calmly devotes the lives of thou- 

fands to the fame, or ev«i the amufem^nt, of a 

fingle man. In his domeftic adminiftration, the 

juft jNufhirvan would merit, in our feelings, the 

. appellation of. a tyrant. His two elder brothers 

- had been deprived of their fair expeftations of the 

diadem: their future life, between the fupreme 

ran]^ and the condition of fubjeds, was anxious to 

themfelves and formidably \p their mafter : fear as 

well as revenge might tempt them to rebel ; the 

flighted evidence of a confpiracy fatisfied the 

author of their w^ojigs j and the repofe of ChoXroes 

was fecured by the death of thefe unhappy princes, 

, with their f^^miljes and adherents. One guiltlefs 

youth \vas' faved and difmifled by the compaffion 

of a veteran general ; and this ad of humanity, 

. which was revealed by his fon, overbalanced the 

* merit of reducing twelve nations to the obedience 

of Perfia. The zeal and prudence of Mebodes 

had fixed the diadem on the head of Chofroes 

himfelf j but he delayed to. attend the royal fum^ 

A. D. 531, aged eighty-two years. According to the annals of Eutychlus, 
Nulhirvan reigned forty-fcven years and fix months j and his death mu ft 
-• confe^iienfly be placed in March A, D. 579. 

WPns,* 
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mons, till he had performed the duties of a iwifi- ^ " ^ **• 
tary review : he was inftantly commanded to 
repair to the iron tripod, which flood before the 
gate of the palace *% where it was death ta relieve 
or approach the viftira ; and Mebodes lan- 
guifced fever al days before his Sentence was pro- 
nounced, by the inflexible pride and calm ingrati- 
tude of the fon of Kobad. But the people, more 
cfpecially in the Eaft, is difpofed lo forgive, and 
even to applaud, the cruelty which ftrikes at the 
loftieft heads ; at the flaves of ambition, whofe 
voluntary choice has expofed them to live in the 
fmiles, and to perifli by the frown, of a capricious 
monarch, in the execution of the laws which \^t had 
no temptation to violate ; in the punifhment of 
crimes which attacked his own dignity, as well as 
the happinefs of individuals ; Nufliirvan, or Chof-^ 
roes, deferved the appellation of jufi. His go- 
vernment was firm, rigorous, and impartial. It 
was the firft labour of his reign to abolifli the dan- 
gerous theory of common or equalpoffeffions ; the 
lands «nd women which the fedaries of Mazdak 
had ufurped, were reftored to their lawful owners j 
and the temperate chaftifement of the fanatics or 
impoftors confirmed the domeftic rights of fociety. 
Inftead of liftening with blind confidence to a 
favourite minifter, he eftabliflied four viziers over 
the four great provinces of his empire, Affyria, 
Media, Perfia, and' Baftriana. In the choice of 

4; Procoplus, Perfic. 1. i. 0.23. Briflbn de RegnrPerC p. 494* The 
gat« of the palace of Ifpaban h^ or wa»> the fatal i'cene of dif^race or de^th 
(Chardip/ Voyage en Fcrfe^ torn. iv. p. 312, 313). 

. judges. 
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« ^ A p. jjadge^y prsBfeflSy and coilBfeUors, be ftrove to 
remove the maik which is always worn in the pre* 
fence of kings : he wiihed to fubftitnte the natural 
order of talents for the accidental diftinfUons of 
birth and fdrtune; he profefied, in fpecbi»kui« 
guage, his intention to prefer thofe men who car* 
tied the poor in their bofoms, and to banilb cor* 
vuptipn f^pm the feat of Jufi:ice, as dogs were ex* 
eluded from the temples of the Magi* The code 
of laws of the firft Artaxerxes was revived and 
publiflied as the rule of the magiflrates ; but the 
afiurance of fpeedy punifhment was the bed fecurity 
of their virtue. Their behaviour was infpefted 
by a thoufand eye$> their words were overheard by 
a thoufand ears, the fecret or public agents of the 
tbrone ; and the provinces, from the Indian to the 
Arabian confines, were enlightened by the -fre« ' 
quent vifits of a fovereign, who aifeded to emu4 
late his celeftial brother in his rapid atid falutary 
career^ Education and agriculture he viewed as 
the two obje£b moft deferving of his care. Id 
cwry city of Perfia, orphans and the children of 
the poor were maintained and inftrufted at the 
pbbHc expence ; the daughters were given in mar- 
mge to the richdl citizens of their o^^n rank, 
acid the fons, according to their different talents, 
were employed in mechanic trades, or promoted 
to more h<^otirabie fervicc. " The deferced v8!ages 
were relieved by his -bounty j to the peafants .and 
farmers* who were found incapable of cultivating 
their lands, he diftributed cattle, feed, and the 
ittftjruments of hufbandry ; and. the rare and inefti? 
mable treafure of frefh water was parfimonioofly 

13 managed^ 
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managed, and fldlfully dtfperfed over th* tfid tern- c hap. 
tory of Perfia ♦*. The profpcrity <rf that kingdom ' — A^ 
vru the effed and the evidnce of his virtues : his 
vices 2re thofe of Oriental defpotifm; but in the 
Ipng competitioa between ChorxK>es and Juftinian, 
the advantage both of mexit and fortune is aliaoft 
always oa ^e fide of the Barbarian ^K 

To the praife of juftice Nu&irvan united the ^^^^ 
reputation of knowledge ; and the feven Gre^. 
phflofophersy who vifited ins court, were invited 
and deceived by the ftrange afiurance, that a difct* 
pie of Rato was feated on the Berfian throne. Did 
they exped: that a prince, ftrenuoufly exerdfed in 
the toils of war and government, fliould agitate^ 
with dexterity like their own, the abftrufe and pro* 
fimnd queftions ! which amufed the letfure of the 
(chools of Athens f Gould they hope that the pre« 
[ cepts of phUofophy fiiould dired the life, and con* 
trol the jHflions, of a defpot, whofe infancy had 
been taught to conlider bis abfolute and fluduating 



44 In Perfia, the prince of the waters U in officer of ftate* The number 
of weJlt and fubterraneous channels is much diminifhed, and vnth it the 
fertility of the foil : 400 welU have been recently loft near Taurlst and 
4a>ooo were once rtckoned in the province of Khorafan (Cbardio* tonSi iil*' 
p« 99^ lOO* Tavernicr, torn, i* p. 416). 

45 The charader and government of Nuihlrvan is repreliBfited fomHimes 
mthe words of d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orient, p. 6.80, &c, from Khondemir), 
£utychius Annal. torn* ii. p* 179, 180. —very rich), Abolpharagiut 
(Dynaft. vii. j>. 94, 95.— very poor)» -Tarikh Schikard (p. 144— 156.), 
Texeira (in Stevens* !• i> c« 35.)> Aflhnan (Bibliot Orient, torn, iii^ p. 404 
•-4io.)9 ^^ the Abbe Foormont (Hift. de TAcad. des InfcriptIons» torn. vil. 
p. 315-^334 )> who has tranilaced a fpuricus or genuine teftameAt ci 
Kulliiryan. 
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CHAP. Will as 'the only rule of moral obliga^oa*''? llie 
ftudies of Chofroes were oftentatious and fuperficial: 
but his example awakened the cutiofity of an inge- 
nious people, and the light of fcience was difiu£ed 
over the dominions of Perfia *'. At Gon^i Sapor^ 
in the neighbourhood of the royal city of Sofa, an 
academy of phyfic was founded, which iftfe&fibl;f 
became a liberal fchool of poetry, philofophy, and 
rhetoric **. The annals of the monarchy *' were 
compofed ; and while recent and authentic hiftory 
might afford fome ufeful Ie0bns.both to the prince, 
and people, the daxknefs of th^e firft ages w^s enb- 
bellifhed by the giants, the dragons, and the fabu* 
Ipus heroes of Oriental romance ^^ Every learned. 



45 A thoufand years before his birth, the judges of Perfia had given M 
fcleitin opinion— Tw Bajri^-Euovn ITef<r£a,'y f'^Hvact wouhv to ccv BovXrrra* 
(Hcrodot. 1. iii. c. 31. p. aio. edit. Weflleling.). Nor had this conftittt- 
tional maxim been neglc^led as an ufelefs and barren theory. 

A7 On the literary ftate.of Perfia, the Gretk xtrCion^t^hAlqiophtn^ 
A:>plvlfts, the learning or ignorance of Chofioes, Agachiaa (1. ii. c. 66—71*) 
difplays mucliln formation and flrong prejudices. 

4? Afleman. Bibliot. Orient, torn. iv. p. dccxlv. vi. vii. 

« 

,41? The Shah Nameh, or book of Kings, is perhaps the original record 
of hirtory which was tranflated into Greek by the interpreter Scrgios 
(Ajathias, 1. v. p. 141. )> prcfervcd after the fvlahometan con^uefl, and 
verfified in the year 994, by the national poet Ferdoufli. See d'Anquttil 
(Mem. de 1* Academic, torn. xxxi. p. yg')f and Sir William Junes (Hift. 
ofNaderShah, p. i6i.)* 

50 In tlie. fifth century, the name of Rel!om, or R'oflam, an hero who 
equalled the ftrenglh of twelve elcpliants, was familiar to the Armenians 
(Mofcs Chorenenfis, Hift. Armen. 1. ii. c. 7; p. 96. edit. Wlnfton). Jn 
the hcginning of the feventh, the Perfiaft romance of Roflam and Isfendlar 
was applauded at ^eccm (Sale's Korap, c. xxxi. p. 335.). Yet this expo- 
fitjon of ludicrum nov» hiftoriic, is not given hy Mar^cci (Refutat. Alcoran. 
p. 544—548.). 

a or 
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or confident Granger was enriclited by the bounty, crap. 
and flattered by the converfatioii, of the monarch : 
he nobly rewarded a Greek phyfician **, by the de- 
liverance of three thoufand captives ; and the 
fopbifts who contended for his » favour, were ex* 
alperated by the wealth and infolence of Uranius, 
their more fuccefsful rival. Nufliirvan believed, 
or at leaft refpefted, the religion of the Magi ; and 
feme traces of perfecution may be difcovered in 
his reign **. Yet he allowed himfelf freely to com- 
pare the tenets of the various fefts ; and the theo- 
logical dffputes in which he frequently prefided, 
diminiihed the authority of the pried, and en- 
lightened the minds of the people. At his com* 
mand, the m6ft celebrated writers of Greece and 
India were tranflated into the Perfian language ; a 
fmooth and elegant idiom, recommended by Ma« 
hornet to the ufe of paradife : though it is branded 
with the epithets of favage and unmufical, by the 
ignorance and prefumption of Agathias ". Yet 
the Greek hiftorian might reafonably wonder, that 
it ihould be found poilible to execute an entire 



it Procop. Goth. 1. iv. c. lo. Kobad had a favourite Greek phyfician^ 
Stephen of Edeffa (Perfic. l.il. c. 26.). Jhe praftice was ancient; and 
Herodotus^ relates the adventures of Oemccedes of Crotona, (UiiL c. IS5--* 

5^ See Pagi, torn. ii. p- 6%6, In one of the treaties an honourable artiele 
was inferred for the toleration and barial of the Cath^ics (Menander, in 
Excerpt. Legat. p. 142.} Kuihisad, a fon of Nu(birvan, was a Chri)(Uaa» 
a rehel, and— ia martyr? (D*Herbclor, p. 6Sf.) 

5J On the Perfian language, and its three dialeds, confult d*Anqnet& 

(P- 339—343-) *»"<J Jo"^« (P* »53-*»*5 ) • *yp*^ '^*" 7^^1*1 »* «/«»- 
'iwtwrvf is the character which Agathias (1. ii. p. 66.) afcribes to an idiom 

renowned in the Eaft for poetical fof tnefs. 

Vol. VII. Z verfioa 
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c H A P. vcrfion of Plato and Ariftotle m a foreign diak^^ 



xui. 



which had not been framed to exprefs the fpuit of 
Ireedom and the fubtleties of philofophtc dilquUi^ 
lion. And, if the reafon of the Stagyrite might 
be equally dark,, or equally intelligible in every 
tongue, the dramatic art, and verbal argirmentation 
pf the difciple of Socrates % appear to be iadif- 
' folubly mingled with the grace and perfedion of 
Ws Attic ftyle. In the fearch of univerfal know- 
kdge, Nuihirvan was iuformed, that the moral 
and political fables offilp&y, om ancient &rachman, 
were preferved with jealous reveren€ey ai^ong the 
ireafures of the kings of In4ia. The phyficiaa 
Ferozes was fecretly difpatcbed to the banks of the 
panges, with inftrudions to procure, at any price^ 
fht communication of this valuable work. His 
descterity obtained a -tranfcript^ his learned dili« 
l^e^ce acc;o^lifl)ed the tr^nilationi; and the fables 
of Pilpay ^* were read and admjr<ed in the aflembly 
of Nufhirvan and his nobles. The Indian original, 
and the Perfian copy, have long fmce difappear-» 
:cd : but this venerable monument has been faved 

SA Agath'ns fp£clfies the Gorjias, Phasdon, Parmenides, and Tutj^us. 
Rcnaudoi (Fabricius, CibUoc Grsec torn. xli. p. 246—261.) does nQt men- 
tion this Barbaric verfion of Ariftotle, 

• 

5S Of thcfc fables, I have feen tlircc copies in three different languages : 
I. In Greek, tranfiattd by Simeon Seth (A. D. uoo) from the Arabic, and 
publiihed by Starck at Berlin in i697yin lamo- ». In Lat'tm, a verfcon from 
tlte Greek, Sapienvia iBdwuxn, infcrted by Pere PouiTm at the end of hi» 
edition of Pachymcr (p. 547—620. edit. Roman). 3. In Frendf, from th» 
Turkilh, dedicated, in 1540, to Sultan Soliman. Contes et Fables Indienoes 
dc Bidpai et de Lokraan, par M. M.Galland et Cardonnc, Paris, 1778. 
3 vols, in J 2mo. Mr. Wliar ton (Hiftory of Engitfli Poetry,, vol. i. p, taj— 
131.; takes a larger fcope. 

.^ ' . by 
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by the curiofity of the Arabitn calyhs, revived ia chap. 
the modern Perfic, the Turkifli, the Syriac, the w^'w-*^' 
Hebrew, aiKi the Greek idioms, and transfufed 
through fucceffive verfions into the modem lan- 
guages of Europe. In their prefent form, the 
pecuh'ar charafter, the manners and reUgion of the 
Hindoos, are completely obliterated ; and the in* 
tfinfic merit of the fables of Pilpay is far inferior . 
to the concife elegance of Phaedrus and the native 
graces of La Fontaine* Fifteen moral and political 
fentences are illuftrated in a feries of apologues : 
but the compofition is intricate, the narrative pro- 
lix, and the precept obvious and barren. Yet the 
Brachman may aifume the merit of inventing a 
pleating fi£tion, which adorns the nakednefs of 
truth, and alleviates, perhaps, to a royal ear, the 
harlhnefs of inftruftion. With a fimilar defign, to 
AdmoniA kings that they are ftrong only ia the 
ftrength of their fubjeds, the fame Indians invented 
the game of chefs, which was likewife introduced 
into Perfia under the reign of Nufliirvan '^ 

The fon of Kobad found his kingdom involved Pesce and 
in a war with the fucceflbr of Conftantine ; and the ^^rIEJ! 
anxiety of his domeftic fituation inclined him ""^^''p 
to grant the fufpenfion of arms, which Juftlniaa 533— 539« 
was impatient to purchafe. Chofroes faw the Rod- 
man ambaffadors at his feet. He accepted eleven 
thoufand pounds of gold, as the price of an ^^« 
/efs or indefinite peace " } ibme mutual exchsmges 

were 

S^ See the Hl/lorla ShahilUdli of Or. tfyde (Syntagm. Dlifertat. torn. il. - 

p. 61— 69.)» 

57 The endleft peace (Procoplus, Perfic. ]. If c. &i.) was concluded or 
ratified in the vith year> and iiid qonfbl^ip of Juilinian (A. D. 533, 

X 2 between 
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C ff A P. were regulated ; the Perfian affumed the guard of 
^^^'* the gates of Caucafus, and the demolition of Dara 
was fufpended, on condition that it (hould never 
be made the refidence of the general of the Eaft. 
This interval of repofe had been folicited, and was 
diligently improved by the ambition of the emperor : 
his African conqiiefts were the firft fruits of the 
Perfian treaty J and the avarice of Chofroes was 
Toothed by a large portion of the fpoils of Carthage, 
which his ambaffadors required in a tone of plea- 
fentry, and under the colour of friendfhip *•. But 
the trophies of Belifarius difturbed. the flumbers 
of the great king ; and he heard with aftonifhmeht, 
envy, and fear, that Sicily, Italy, and Rome itfelf, 
had been reduced, in three rapid campaign^?, to the 
obedience of Juftinian. Unpraftifed in the art of 
violating treaties, he fecretJy excited his bold and 
fubtle vaffal Almondar. That prince of the Saral 
cens, who refided at Hira ^% had not been included 
In the general peace, and ftill waged an obfcure war 
againft his rival Arethas, the chief of the tribe of 
Gaffan, and confederate of the empire. The fub- 
jeft of their difpute was an extenfive fheep-walk in 
the defert to the fottth of Palmyra. An immema- 
rial tribute for the licence of pafture, appeared to 

4 

tetvrten January i, and April i. Pagl, torn. ii. p. 550.). MarceUinuSy 
ift Lis Chronicle, ufes the ftyle of Mece;> and PeiTians. 

58 ProcopiuB,.Fferfic. Uu c a^ 

J9 Almondar, king of Hira, Was depoferf by Koba^, and reftored bf 
Nu(hlrvan. H»s mother, from her heaucy, was fumamed (Ul^ial ffmter^ 
411 appellation whigh became hercdltary» and wa<3 extender) for a more noble 
caufe (liberality in famine) to the Arab princes of Syria (Pocock, Sjiecimeo 
Hift- Arab. p. 69, 70.]. » 

' 1 atteft 
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atteft the rights of Almondar, while the Gaflanite c h a' r. 

Vt If 

appealed to the Latin name of ftrata, a paved road, 
as an unquedionable evidence of the fovereignty^ 
and labours of the Romans ^. The two monarchy 
fupported the caufe of their refpedtive vaflals ; and 
the Perfian. Arab, without expeftmg the event 
of a flow and doubtful arbitration, enriched his fly- 
ing camp with the fpoil and captives of Syria. In- 
ftead of repelling the arms, Juftinian attempted 
to feduce the fidelity, of Almondar, while he called 
from the extremities of the earth, the nations of 
^Ethiopia and 3cythia to invade the dominions of 
his rival. But the aid of fuch aUies was diftatit 
and precarious, and the difcovery of this hoftile cor- 
refpondence juftified the complaints of the Goths 
and Armenians, who implored, almofl: at the fame' 
time, the protedlion of Chofroes. The defcendants 
of Arfaces, who were ftill numerous in Armenia,' 
bad been provoked to aflfert the lafl: relics of na- 
tional freedom and hereditary rank ; and the am- 
baflfadors of Vitiges had fecretly traverfed the em- 
pire' to expofe the inftant, and almofl inevitable^ 
danger of the kingdom of Italy. Their repr^eht- 
ations were uniform, weighty, and cffcftuaL 
^' We fland before your throne, the advocates of 
** your intereft as well as of our own. The 
^^ ambitious and faithlefs Jufl:iman afpires to b^ 
*' the fole mafler of the world. Since the endlefa 

^ Procopius^ Perfic. In* c. i. Wc arp Ignorant t>( the orisinaod ob« 
jf it of thi« J^'^ara, a paved road of ten day&' journey from Auranitls to 
Babylonia. (See a Latin note In Delide's Map Imp. Orient.} Wetfelins ami 
d^Anville arc filen(. 

X 3 . « peace, 



CHAP. 



}i# THE DECLINE AND FALL 

** peace, which betrayed the common freedom of 
*• mankind, that prince, your ally in words, your 
^^ enemy in actions, has alike infulted his friends 
^ and foes, and has filled the earth with blood and 
^ confufion. Has he not violated the privileges 
** of Armenia, the independence of Colchos, and 
•^ the wild liberty of the Tzai>ian mountains ? Has 
*' he not ufurped, with equal avidity, the city of 
^ Bofphorus on the frozen Maeotus, and the vale 
^ of palm-trees on the ihores of the Red Sea ? The 
•* Moors, the Vandals, the Goths, have been 
•* fuccefBvely opprefled, and each nation has calmly 
** remained the fpeftator of their neighbour's ruin. 
•' Embrace, O king! the favourable moment; 
*' the Eaft is left without defence, while the ar- 
*^ mies of Juftinian and his renowned general are 
** detained in the diftant regions of the Weft, 
^* If you hefitate and delay, Belifarius and his 
*^ viSorious troops will foon return from the Tiber 
♦* to the Tigris, and Perfia may enjoy the wretched 
** confolation of being the laft devoured ^'." By 
fuch arguments, Chofroes was eafily perfuaded to 
imitate th|B example which he condemned : but the 
perfian, ambitiops of military fame, difdained the 
laaftive warfare of a rival, who iffued his fkn* 
guinary commands from the fecure fiction of the 
Syzantine palape, 

6' I have blended, in a (hort fpef ch, the two orations of the Arfacides of 
Armenia and the Gothic ambafTadors. Procopius> in his public hiflory, 
ftti$, and makes us feel^ th4t J^itinjian was the true author of the war 
^P^c. L ii. c. Zf 3.). 

Whatever 
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Whatever totght he the provocafioos . o/ Ghot chap, 
rocs>. h^ ab^fed the confidence of treaties j and the 's^-i^v-w 
juft reproaches of diffimulation and falfehood could f^«.^nva<3e$ 
only be concealed by the luftre of his vidories^% A.D'540. 
The Pjerfiaa arrny^ which had been aflembled ia 
the plains of Babylon, prudently declined the ftrong 
cities of Mefopotamia) and followed the MieAerm 
.bank of the Euphrates, till the fmall though popu- 
lous town of Dura prcfumed to arreft the progreft 
of the great king. The gates of Dura, by treachery 
and furprife, were bttrft open ; and as foon a&Chof^ 
roes had ftained hie fey miter with the blood, of the 
inhabitants, he difmiiTed the ambaifador of Jufti«- 
nian to inform hss mailer in what place he bad left 
the enemy of the Romans* The conqueror fiiU 
aflfeded the praife of humanity and judice} and 
as b^ beheld a noble matron with her infant rudely 
dragged along the ground, he lighed, he wept, and 
implored the divine juftice to puniih the author 
of thefe calamities. Yet the herd of twelve thoufand 
captives was ranfomed for two hundred pounds of 
gold; the neighbouring bifhop of SergiopHs 
pledged h|$ faith for the payment ; and in the fub*- 
fequent year the unfeeling avarice of Chofroes ex* 
a£led the penalty of an obligation which it was 
generous to contrail: and impoffible to difcharge. 
He advanced into the heart of Syria ; but a feeble 

6x The invaiion of Syria, the mm of Atttioch, &c. are related in a full and 
rcgtjiar feries by Procopius (Pcrfic. J.ii. c. 5—14.). Small collateral aid 
can be drawn from the Orientals: yet not they, hdt D'Hcrbelot &tni|t;4f 
(p. 6So«)» Should blu(h, when he blames them for msdiing Joftinian and 
Nu(hirvan contemporaries. On ibe geography of the feat of wiar, D ■ Anvillc 
(I'ETjphratt* ct !e Tigrc) is fufiicient and fatisfiadlor/. 

X 4 enemy, 



3i« THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A i^« enemy, who vaniflied at his approach, difappointed 
^^^^* him of the honour of vidlory ; and as he could 
not hope to eftablifli his dominion, the Perfian 
king difplayed in this inroad the mean and rapa- 
cious vices of a robber. Hietapolis, Berrhs&a or 
Aleppo, Apamea and Cbalcis, were fucceifively be- 
sieged ; they redeemed their fafety by a ranfom of 
gold or filver, proportioned to their refpedivc 
ftrength and opulence ; and their new mafter en- 
fcrced, without obferving, the terms of capitu- 
lation. Educated in the religion of the Magi, he 
^exetcifed without rcmorfe the lucrative trade of 
facrilege ; and, after dripping of its gold and gems, 
a piece of the true crofs, he generoufly reftored the 
naked relift to the devotion of the Chriftians of 

and ruins Apaoiea. No more than fourteen years had elapfed 
fmce Antioch was ruined by an earthquake ; but 
the queen of the Eaft, the new Theopolis, had 
been raifed from the ground by the liberality of 
Juflinian ; and the increafmg greatnefsof the build* 
ings and the people already erafed the memory of 
this recent difafter. On one fide, the city was de- 
fended by the mountain, on the other by the river 
Orontes ; but the mod acceflible part was com* 
manded by a fuperior eminence ? the proper reme- 
dies were rqefted, from the defpicable fear of diC 
covering its weaknefs to the enemy; and Germanus, 
the emperor's nephew, refufed to truft his perfon 
and dignity within the walls of a befieged city. 
The people of Antioch had inherited the vam and 
fatirica) genius of their anceftors: they were elated ^ 
t^y a fudden reix^orcement of fijc thoufand fpldiers ^ * 
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they difdained the^ offers of an eafy capitulation ; t h a p. 
and their intemperate clamours infulted from the 
ramparts the majefty of the great king. Under 
his eye the Perfian myriads mounted with fcaiing-* 
ladders to the aflauk ; the Roman mercenaries fled 
through the oppofite gate of Daphne; and the 
generous refiftance of the youth of Antioch ferved 
only to aggravate the miferies of their country. 
As Chofroes, attended by the ambaflfadors of Jufl:i»> 
nian^ was defcending from the mountain, he affe^ 
ed, in a plaintive voice, to deplore the obftinacy 
and ruin of that unhappy people ; but the flaughter 
dill raged with unrelenting fury ; and the city, at 
the command of a Barbarian, was delivered to the 
flames. . The cathedral of Antioch was indeed pre- 
fer ved by the avarice, not the piety, of the conqueror: 
a more honourable exemption was granted to the 
church of St. Julian, and the quarter of the town 
where the ambafiadors refided ; fome diftant ftreets 
were faved by the ihifting of the wind, and the 
walls (till fubiifted to proted, and foqn to betray, 
their new inhabitants. Fanaticifm, had defaced the 
ornaments of Daphne, but Ghofroes bre^hed a' 
purer air amidft her groves and fountains; and 
fome idolaters in his train might facrifice with 
impunity, to the nymphs of that elegant retreat. 
Eighteen miles below Antioch, the river Orontes 
falls into the Mediterranean. The haughty Per- 
fian vifited the term of his conquefts : and after 
bathing alone in the fea, he offered a folemn facri. 
fice of thankfgiving to the fun, or rather to! the 
^r^tor of the fun, whom the Ma^i adored.. lathis 

aet 
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CHAP. zSt of fuperilition offended the preSudices of- t&is 
Syrians, they \¥ere pleafed by the courteous and 
even eager attention with which he affifled at the 
games of the circus ; and , as. Chofroes had hear4 
that the dJue fadion was efpoufed by the emperor, 
his peremptory command fecured the viftory of the 
grem charioteer. From the difcipline of his camp 
the people derived more (olid confoiation ; and they 
interceded in vain for the life of a foldier who had 
too faithfully copied the rapine of the juft Nuihir* 
van* At length, fatigued, though unfadaCed, with 
the fpoil of Syria, he dovfiy moved to th&£uphrateg, 
formed a temporary bridge in the neighbourhood 
of BarbaliiTus, and defined the fpace of three days 
f<»r the entire parage of his numerous hod. After 
his return, he founded, at the diftance of one day's 
journey from the palace of Ctefiphon, a new city, 
which perpetuated the joint names of Chofroes and 
of Antioch, The Syrian captives recognifed thlfe 
form and fituation of their native abodes : baths 
and a itately circus were conftru£led for their ufe ; 
and a colony of muficians and charioteers revived 
in AiTyria the pleafurea of a Greek capital* By 
the Qiuniiicence of the royal founder, a liberal 
allowance was afligned to thefe fortunate extie& ; 
and they enjoyed the lingular privilege of beftow*- 
ing freedom on the flaves whom .they acknow. 
ledged as thdir kinfmen. FalefUne, and the holy 
wealth of Jerufalem, were the next objeAs thait 
attraded the ambition, or rather the avarice, of 
Chofroes* Conftantinople, and rhe paiafieof the 
C<Bratii. no longer appeared: impregnable or 

remote j 
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remote ; and his afpiring fancy already covered Afia c h a p. , 
Minor with the troops, and the Black Sea with the v-^^-^^-w 
navies, ofPerfia. 

Thefe hopes might have been reaUzed, If th« ^^/''e^'^^^ 
conqueror of Italy had not been feafonably recalled Beiifarias, 
to the defence of the Eaft^ While Chofroes '''^'^'' 
purfued his ambitious defigns on the coaft of the 
Euxine, Belifarius, at the head of an army without 
pay or difcipline, encamped beyond the Euphrates, 
within fix miles of Nifibis. He meditated, by a 
ikilful operation, to draw the Perfians from their 
impregnable citadel, and improving his advantage 
in the field, either to intcrQept their retreat, or 
perhaps to enter the gates with the flying Baita- 
rians. He advanced one day's journey on the ter-^ 
ritories of Perfia, reduced the fortrefs of Sifeu- 
rane, and fent the governor, with eight hundred 
chofen horfcmen, to ferve the emperor in his Ita- 
lian wars. He detached Arethas and his Arabs, 
fupported by twelve hundred Romans, to pafs the 
Tigris, and to ravage the harvefts of Aflyria, a 
fruitful province, long exempt from the calamities- 
of war. But the plans of Bellfarius were difcon- 
certed by the untraftable fpirit of Arethas, who- 
neither returned to the camp, nor fent any intelli- 
gence of his motions. The Roman general was 
fixed in anxious expeftation to the fatne fpot j the 
rime of aftion elapfcd, the ardent fun of Mefopo- 
• tamia inflamed with fevers the blood of his Euro- 

' - 

H In the public hiftory of Procoplus (Perfic. 1. ii. o. fS. t$, J^ttc, sf. 
249 25, z6> 27, zS.) } and, with fome Higtlc exceptions, we may rfafonabiy 
Aiut our ears againd the malevolent whifperof the Anecdotes (c. Zy 3. with 
jikt Notes, as pfual, of Alcmannus.}. 
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^ XLu ^' ^^ ^ "^y f^^ ^^^ officers 

Syi: . ..r the fafety of their 

€vc 3 oiverfion had alreafty 

ga. . oes to return with lofs 

th , . . ]e ikill of Belifarius had 

hi .ae and valour, his fucceik 

5' ..c fanguine wiflies of the 

t^ -- cit his hands the conqueft of 

I . ^ciiverance of the captives of 

.-.id of the campaign, he was 

. . .Lcpie by an ungrateful court, 

.. :he erxfuing fpring reftored his 

« ..Miunand; and the hero, almoil 

/atehed, with the fpeed of poft- 

v..^ by his name and prefence, the 

^>..d. He found the Roman generals, 

i.i was a nephew of Juftinian, impri* 

-x.,4 fears in the fortifications of Hiera« 

.. oiit^ad of liftening to their- timid coun- 

. ^: u^ cx>mmanded them to follow him to 

,> Viicre he had refolved to collefV his forces, 

. vccuCij whatever God ihould infpire him 

. .s.>e againft the enemy. His firm attitude 

^ .Muks^ of the Euphrates. refirained Chof« 

^. cai ;idvancing towards Paleftine; and he 

_..^^* Mrith art and dignity, the ambafladors, or 

,. pi<^ of the Perfian monarch. The plain 

. . „^i.u Hierapolis and the river was covered with 

^ .v^uadrotns of cavalry, fix thoufand hunters tall 

.^ vr^vHiU, who purfued their game without the 

^^»<»HrufioQ of an enemy. On the oppofite bank 

^; umbaiTadors defcried a thoufand Armenian 

horfe, . 
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lidrfc, who appeared to guard the paflfage of the ,c n a p. 

Euphrates. The * tent of Belifarius was of the ^^^,w 
coarfeflr linen, the fimple equipage of a warrior 
who difdained the luxury of the Eaft. Around 
his tent, the nations who marched under his 
ftandard, were arrjmged with (kilful confufion. The 
Thracians and Illyrians were pofted in the front, the 
Heruli and Goths in the centre ; the profpeft was 
clofed by the Moors and Vandals, and their loofe 
array feemed to multiply their numbers. Their 
drefs was light and aflive ; one foldier carried a 
whip, another a fword, a third a bow, a fourth 
perhaps a battle-axe, and the whole pifture ex- 
hibited the intrepidity of the troops and the vigi- 
lance of the general. Chofroes was deluded by the 
addrefs, and awed by the genius, of the lieu- 
tenant of Juftinian. Confcious of the merit, and 
-ignorant of the force, of his antagonift, he dreaded 
a decifive battle in a diftant country,* from whence 
not a Perfian might return to relate the melan- 
^ choly tale. The great king haftened to repafs th^ 
Euphrates ; and Belifarius prefled his' retreat, by 
afFefting to oppofe a meafure fo falutary to the • 

empire, and which could fcarCely have been pre*- 
vented by an army of an hundred thoufand men. 
Envy might fugged to ignorance and pride, that 
' the public enemy had been fuffered to efcape : but ^ 

the African and Gothic triumphs are lefs glorious 
than this fafe and bloodlefs viftory, in which nei- 
ther fortune, nor the valour of the foldiers, can 
fubtraft any part of the generals renown. Thd a. d, 543, 
fecond removal of Belifaiius from the Perfian t9' 

the 
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q H A p*^ the Italiaa^ar, I'evealed the tixttaot of his iperfoiml 
*^"* merir^ which bad coTreQed or fup|>licd theVatrt of 
difdpljae and courage^ Fifteen gcii^ais, without 
concert or ikill, led through the mountains of 
Armenia an army of thirty thoufand RomafiSs 
inattentive to their fignals^ "their ranks, and thek* 
enfigiifi . Four thou&nd PerfiaQS, ei^trenched in the 
camp of Dubis, vanqui(hed, ahnofl: without a cofii* 
bat« this (Jiforderly muldtiude ; -their i^felefe arms 
were fcattered along the road^ and their horfea 
funk under the fatigue of their rapid fiight. But 
the Arabs of the Roman p^rty prevailed over thei? 
brethren ; the Armenians returned to their alle- 
giance ; the cities of Dara and EdeflTa refitted a 
fudden a^ult and a regular fiege^ and the.cala* 
mities of war were fufpended by thofe of pe(lilence» 
A tacit or formal agreement between the two 
fovereigns protefted the tranquillity, of the eaftera 
frontier ; and the arms of Chofroes were con- 
fined to the Colchian or Lazic-war, which has 
been too minutely defcribed by the hiftoritos of the 
times ***. 

The extreme length of the Euxine fea ''*,. from 
Conftantinople to the mouth of the Phafis, may 

be 



Pefcription 
•tCeidios^ 



64 The Larlc war, the cowteft of Rome aad Pcrfia on the Phafis, is 
tedioufly fpiin through many a page of Procopius (Perfic. I. H. c. 15. 17* 
ftS, 20, 30. Gothic. l.iv. c.7-«i6.)> and Agatlii^s (U ik. lii. and hr. 
p. 55—13*. H»-)* 

6j The Periplus, Or Circumnavigation of the Euxine fca, was defcribed 
in Latin by Salluft, and in Greek by Arrlan : 1. Tbc Cornier Work^ ^kh 
DO longer cxii\s, las been reiiored by x\\t fingviar diligence of M. dc Broflks^ 
firftprcfident of the parliament of Dijon (Jbjiii, deJa Republiqw; Romaine, 
toni. ii. 1. iii. p. I99--298.) who venriites Co affumc the charader of 

the 
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be moTpulM as a voya^ of nine days, atld a iti^-^ g h a p^ 
fore of fisven htrndred miles. From the Iberian ^.^^.^ 
Caucafus, the mod lofty and craggy aioiintains of ^^^^l^^ 
Afia, that riv^r defcsnds with firch obliquie veh^* 
me&ce, that in a 0iort fpace it is traverfed by one 
husidred and twenty bridges. Nor does the ftreaiQ ' 
becx:)me placid .-and navj^able, till it reaches the town 
of Sarapana^ five days' journey from the Cyrus, 
whtoh flows from the fame hiUs^ hut in a contrary 
dir^e^iiA^n, V^ the .Cafpian lake. . The proximity of 
thefe .rivers hs^ fuggeft^-d the pradice, or at leaft 
the Jdea, of wafdng the -precipus merchandife of 
India down the O^us, over the Cafpian, up the 
Cyru«, ;S»id with the current of the Phafis into the 
Euixiaae and Mediterranean feas. At it fu^oeffively 
coldefts the ftreams of |he,ptain of Cokhosj, the ' 
Piiafis inoves with diminifhed fpeed, jthpiigh accu^ 
mulaited weight, ilt the moutth it is fixity fathom 
deep, and <balf a league broad, but afmall woody 
ktaad is intiSrpofed in the tnidfl of the chsinnelj 
the water, fo * faon as it has tlepofited an e«urtby or 
metallic fediment, floats on the furface of the waves, 
and is no longer fufceptibl^ of corruption. In a 
Gourfe of one himdfed miles, forty of which are 

navigable for large veffels, the Phafis divides the 

' • ■ ■ . ' * 

the It'oman fciftorian. His defcripUon of the &sxine Is Ingenioufly formed 
«f «//tt)c fragmenu of the original^ and of /t// the Greeks knd Latins whom 
&ltioft fiifghc copy, or by whom he migiit be ^pled \ and the merit of tbie 
«Xectiii<^n atones^ for the whimHcal defign. a. The Perlplus of Arrlan id <^ 

AddrelTedr to the ctmperor Adrian (in Geogvaph. Minor. Hudfon, torn. i.)i» 
«nd«onu^ns whatever the governor of Pont as had £een^ from Trebizond to 
'l^iOfCttriM ; whatever -he had heard from Dioficurias to the Dianvbe, \ aod 
whatever tic knew from the.Panube to Trebosond. 

celebrated 
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c H A ?\ celebrated region of Colcbos ", or Mingrelia % 

^^"* which, on three fides, is fortified by the Iberian 
and Armenian mountains, and whbfe maritime 
coafl: extends about two hundred miles, from the 
neighbourhood of Trebizond to Diofcurias, and 
the confines of Circaflia* Both the foil and climate 
are relaxed by exceflive moifture : twenty-eight 
rivers, befides the Phafis and his dependent dreams, 
convey their waters to the fea ; and the hollowneis 
of the ground appears to indicate the fubterraneous 
channels between the Euxine and the C^fpian. In 
the fields where wheat or barley is fown, the earth 
is too foft to fuftain the aSion of the plough ; but . 
the goniy a fmall grain, not unlike the millet or 
coriander feed, fupplies the ordinary food of the 
people ; and the ufe <rf bread is confined to the 
prince and his nobles. Yet the vintage is more 
plentiful than the harveft ; and the , bulk of the 
ftem^, as well as the quality of the wine, difplay.the 
unaffifted powers of nurture. The fame powers 
continually tend to overfbadow the face of the 

66 BcCidti the many occafional iunts from the poets^ biftoriaDfi^ &c. tui 
antiquity, wc may confuJt the geographical defcripcions of Colchos, bj 

Scrabo (I, xi., p. 760— 765.) and Pliny. (Hift. Natur. v^ 5, 19, &c.V 

• 

^ I (hall quote, and have ufed, three modern defcriptlons of Mingrelia 
and the adjacent countries. !• Of the Pere Archangeli Lambctti (Relations 
de Thevenot, parti, p. 31—51. with a map), who has all the fcaowkdge 
and prejudices of- a mlfllonary. 2. OfChardin (Voyages en Perfe> tOflD.u 
p. 54* 68'^i6S>): his obfcrvations are judicious ^ and his own. adveotoKt 
in the country are fliil more inftru£tive than his obfervatioi|s» 3. Of Pcyf* 
fonnel (Obfervations fur les Peuples Barbares, p. 49, 50> 51. 58. 6z« 64^ 
65. 7i> &c. and a more recent treatife, Sur ie Commerce dela Mer Noire» 
torn. ii. p. 1^53.) : he had long refided at Caffa, as conful of France { nd 
his erudition .is lefs valuable than his experience. 

country 
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Country with thick forefts ; the timber of the hills, chap. 



and the flax of the plains, contribute to the abun- 
dance of naval ftores ; the wild and tame animals, 
the horfe, the ox, and the hog, are remarkably pro- 
lific, and the name of the pheafant is expreffive 
of his native habitation on the banks of the Phafis. 
The gold mines to the fouth of Trebizond, which 
are ftill worked with fufficient profit, were a fub- 
jeft of national difpute between Juftinian and Chof- 
roes ; and it is not unreafonable to believe, that a 
vein of precious metal may be equalfy diffufed 
through the circle of the hills, although thefe fecret 
treafure^ are neglefted by the lazinefs, or concealed 
by the prudence, of the Mingrelians. The waters, 
impregnated with particles of gold, are carefully 
drained through fheep-{kins or fleeces ; but this 
expedient, the ground-work perhaps of a marvel« 
lous fable, affords a faint image of the wealth ex- 
tt^&td from a virgin earth by the power and in- ' 
dlrftty of ancient kings. Their filver palaces and 
golden chambers furpafs our belief; but the fame 
of their riches is faid to have excited the enter- 
prlfing avarice of the Argonauts ^^ Tradition has 
affirmed, ^kh fome colour of reafon, that Egypt 
planted on the Phafis, a learned and polite colony % 

which manufadured linen, built navies, and in- 

« • 

4« Pliny, Hift. Natur. J. xxxViU 15. The gold and fiivcr mines of Col- 
chos attra^ed th« Argonauts (Scrab. 1. i. p. 77.}. The fagacious Cbardia 
could ilnd'no gold in mines, rivers, or elf'ewticrc. Ycc a M ingreUan loit 
hit bttid and foot for Aiewing fome fpecimens at Conftantinople of native 
g6ld. 

69 Herodot. L ii. c« 104, 105. p. 150, 151. Diodor. SicQl» 1. i. p. 33* 
edit. Weflbling. Dionyf. Perieget. 689. and EuAach ad loc. Scholiaft. a4 
Ayoll^ttiflin Argonaut. 1. iv^aSa—- 291. 

Vol.. VII. Y vented 
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• r 

CHAP, vented geographical maps. The ingenuity of the 
V— — y.^ moderns has peopled, with flourifliing cities and 
nations, the ifthmus between the Euxine and the 
Cafpian l"^ ; and a lively writer, obferving the re- 
femblance of climate, and, in his apprehenfion, of 
trade, has. not hefitated to pronounce Colchos the 
Holland of antiquity "^'. 
Manners of But the riches of Colchos (hine only through the 
darknefs of conjefture or tradition J and its genuine 
hiftory prefents an uniform fcene of rudenefs and 
• poverty. If one hundred and thirty languages 
. % , were fpoken in the market of Diofcurias ^*, they 
were the imperfeft idioms of fo many favage tribes 
or families, fequeftered from each other in the val- 
Iies of mount Caucafus ; and their reparation, which 
diminifhed the importance, mufl have multiplied 
the number, of their ruftic capitals. In the pre- 
fent ftate of Mingrelia, a village is an aflemblage 
• • of huts within a wooden fence ; the fortrefles are 
feated in the depths of forefts ; the princely town of 
. Cyta, or Cotatis, confifts of two hundred houfes, 
and a ftone edifice appertains only to the magnifi- 
cence of kings. Twelve Ihips from Conftantinople, 
and about lixty barks, laden with the fruits of ia* 

70 MonteCquieu, Efprit des Loix, 1. xxi. c. 6. L*I(lhme . • • • courert 

dc vUles ct nations qui ne font plus. ' 

71 'Bougainville, Memoires de I* Academic des Tnfcriptions^ torn* zxvi. 
jr. 33. oh the African voyage of Hannoand the commerce of antiquity. 

7* A Greek hiftorian, Timoflhenes^ had affirmed, in earn ceo nationes 
dlflimilibus linguis defcendere ; and tlie modeft Pliny is content to iddj et a 
poftca a notlris cxxx interpretibus negotia ibi gefta (vit'5'}} but thiT words 
nunc deferta cover a multitude of pad iidlions. 

da&xf 

» 

*» - • • ' ■ 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 



3^3 



duflry annually caft anchor on the coaft ; and the: chap. 
lift of Colchian exports is much increafed, fmce 
the, natives had only flaves and hides to offer in 
exchange for the corn and fait which they purchafed 
from the fubjefts of Juftinian. Not a veftige can 
be found of the art, the knowledge, or the navi- 
gation, of the ancient Colchians : few Greeks de- 
fired or dafed^to purfue the footfteps of the Ar- 
gonauts; and even the marks of an Egyptian colony, 
are loft on a nearer approach. The rite of cir- 
cumcifiott is praftifed only by the Mahometans of' 
the Euxine ; and the curled hair and fwarthy com- 
plexion of Africa no longer disfigure the moft per- 
fect of the human race. It is in the adjacent 
ciimates of Georgia, Mingrelia, and Circaffia, that, 
nature has placed, at leaft to our eyes, the model of 
beauty, in the (hape of the limbs, the colour of the 
(kin, the fymmetry of the features, and the ex- 
preflion of the countenance^'. According to the * 
deftination of the two fexes, the men feem formed 
for aftion, the women for love ; and the perpetual . 
fupply of females from mount Caucafus has puri- 
fied the blood, and improved the breed, of the 
fouthern nations of Afia. The proper diftrid of 
Mingrelia, a portion only of the ancient Colchos, 
has long fuftained an exportation of twelve thou- 
fand flaves. The number of prifoners or crimi- 
nals would be inadequate to the annual demand j 



73 BuSbn (Hift. Nat. tono. iii« p. 433—437.) collets the unanimous 
fuffragc of naturaUfts and travellers. If, in the time of HerodotuSi the/ 
were in truth fJnT^^yx^^i and u^or^iX'^ (^d he had obferved them with 
care)* this precious fa^ is an example of the influence of climate on a fiirei^n 
colony. 

T i but 
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CHAP, but the common people are in a ftate of fervitude 
^"'' to their lords ; the exercife of fraud or rapine is 
unpunifhed in a lawlefs community ; and the 
market is continually replenifljed by the abufe of 
civil and paternal authority. Such a trade ^% which 
reduces the human fpecies to the leVel of cattle, 
may tend to encourage marriage and population ; 
fince the multitude of children enriches their fordid 
and inhuman parent* But this fource of impure 
wealth mud inevitably poifon the national man- 
ners, obliterate the fenfe of honour and vfrtue, and 
almoft extinguifh the inftinfts of nature: the 
Chrijiians of Georgia and Mingrelia are the moft 
diflblute of mankind ; and their children, who, in 
a tender age, are fold into foreign flavery,.hare 
already learnt to imitate the rapine of the father 
and the proftitution of the mother. Yet, amidfl: 
the rudeft ignorance, the untaught natives difcover 
a fingular dexterity both of mind and hand ; and 
although the want of union and difcipline expofes 
them to, their more powerful neighbours, a bold 
and intrepid fpirir has animated the Colchians of 
every age. In the hoft of Xerxes, they fervcd on 
foot; and their arms were, a dagger or a javelin^ 
a wooden cafque, and a buckler of raw hides. But 
in their own coyntry the ufe of cavalry has more 
generally prevailed: the meaneft of the peafanis 
difdain to walk \ the martial nobles are pofiefled, 

74 The Mlngrelian ambaifador arrived at Conftahtihople with two hundred 
perfon»i but he ate (jold) them day by day, till bis retinue was dimiotHMdl 
n> a fecrctary and two valets (Tavemier, torn. i» p. 365* )* '^^ purchafe his 
roiftrefst a Min^relian gentleman fold twelve pcicAs UA hii vrife to tfl* 

Turks (Chatdin^ torn. i. p. 66.). 

perhaps^ 
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perhaps, of two hundred horfes ; and above five chap. 
thoufand are numbered in the train of the prince y-^^^ 
of Mingrelia. The Colchian government has been 
always a pure and hereditary kingdom ; and tht 
authority of the fovereign is only reftrained by the 
turbulence of his fubjeds. Whenever they were 
obedient, he could lead a numerous army into the 
field ; but fome faith is requifite to believe, that 
the fingle tribe of the Suanians was compofed of 
two hundred thoufand foldiers, or that the popu- 
lation of Mingrelia now amounts to four millions 
of inhabitants '^ 

It was the boaft of the Colchians, that their an- Revolutions 
ceftors had checked the viftories of Scfoftris ; and ' 

the defeat of the Egyptian is lefs incredible than 
his fuccefsful progrefs as far as the foot of mount 
Caucafus. They funk,^ without any memorable 
effort, under the arms of Cyrus ; followed in diftant 
wars the ftandard of the great king, and prefented 
him every fifth year with one hundred boys and as un^Jw the 
many virgins, the faireft produce of the land''^ bcforeChrift 
Yet he accepted this gifi like the gold and ebony ^^* 
of India, the frankincenfe of the Arabs, or the 
negroes and ivory of iEthiopia : the Colchians were 
not fubjecl to the dominion of a fatrap, and they 
continued to enjoy the name as well as fubftance 

75 Strabo, I. xu p. 765. Lambertl, Relation de la Mingrelte. Yet we 
muft avoid the contrary extreme of Chardin, who allows no more than 
aoyooo inhabitants to fupply an annual exporution of 12,000 flaves: an 
abfurdity unworthy of that judicious traveller, 

76 Herodot. 1. iii. c. 97. See, in L vii. c. 79. their arras and fervice in 
the expedition of Xerxes again ft Greece. 
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CHAP, of national independence '^ After the fall of the 
Perfian empire, Mithridates, king of Pontus, added 
Colehos to the wide circle of his dominions on the 
Euxine ; andwhen the natives prefumed to requeft 
that his fon might reign over them; he bound the 
ambitious youth in chains of gold, and dele'gated a 
fervant in his place. In the purfuit of Mithri- 
3ates, the Romans advanced to the banks of the 
Phafis, and their gallies afcended the river till 
they reached the camp of Pompey and his legions '^ 
But the fenate, and afterwards the emperors, dif- 
dained to reduce that diftant and ufelefs conqueft 
into the form of a province. The family of a 
iGreek rhetorician was permitted to reign in Colehos 
and the adjacent kingdoms, from the time of Mark 
Antony to that of Nero ; and after the race of Po- 
lemo '^ was extinft, the eaftern Pontus, which pre- 
ferved his name, extended no farther than the 
neighbourhood of Trebizond. Beyond thefe limits 
the fortifications of Hyffus^ of Apfarus^ of the 



77 Xenophen, who had encountered theColchians in hi s retreat (Anabafis, 
1. Iv. p. 3ZO. 343. 34S. edit. Hqtchinfon ; and FofterH DifTertation, p. 53 
— 58. in Spchnan'8 Englifh veffion, vol. ii.), ftyles them «vtow>/lu)*. 
Eefore the conqu.ft of Mithridates, they are named by Appian eOvo? apw/utaysj 
(de Beli. Adithridatico, c. 1$. torn- i. f. 661. of the lail and befk cditlo|iy 
by John Schweighicufer, hiptix, 1785. 3 vols, large odavo). 

78 The conqueft of Colehos by Mithridates and Pompey, is marked by 
Appian (de Bell. Mithridat ) and Plutarch (in Vit. Pomp.]. 

79 We may trace the rife and fall of the family of Polemo, in Strabo (1. xu 
p. 755. 1. xii. p. 867.), Dion Caffius or Xiphjlin (p. sSS. 593. 601. 719. 
754* 9*5- 94^* ^^^^' l^eimar), Suetonius (in Neron. c. 18. in VeQpafian. 
^.•8»). Eutrcpius (vii. 14.), Jofephus (Antiq. Judaic, l.'xx. c. 7. p»970. edit. 
HavwTcamp;; and Eufebius (Cliron. with Scaliger, AiumadvcrC p* I96*}* 



Phafis, 
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Phafis^^of Diofcurias or SebaftopoHs, and of Pityus, chap. 
were guarded by fufficient detachments of horfe and _,-,-^ 
foot; and fix princes of Colchos received their 
diadems from the lieutenants? of Csefar. One of vifitof 
thefe lieutenants, the eloquent and philofophic Ar- ;^7d"i3o; 
rian, furveyed, and has defcribed, the Euxine coaft, 
under the reign of Hadrian. The garrifon which 
he reviewed at the mouth of the Phafis, confifted 
of four hundred chofen legionaries ; the brick walls 
and towers, the double ditch, and the military en^ 
gines on the rampart, rendered this place inacceffi- 
ble to the Barbarians ; but the new fuburbs, which 
had been built by the merchants and veterans, re- 
quired, in the opinion of Arrian, fome external de- 
fence '^ As the ftrength of the empire was gra- 
dually impaired, the Romans ftationed on the 
Phafis were either withdrawn or expelled ; and the 
tribe of the Lazi *', whofe pofterity fpeak a foreign 
dialeft, and inhabit the fea-eoaft of Trebizond, im- 
pofed, their name and dominion on the ancient 
kingdom of Colchos. Their independence was 
foon invaded by a formidable neighbour, who had 
acquired, by arms and treaties, the fovereignty of 
Iberia. The dependent king of Lazica received 

80 In the time o^f Procopius, there were no Roman forts on the Phafis. 
Pityus and Scbaftopolis were evacuated on the rumourof the Perfians (Gotli. 
L iv. c. 4.) ; b\Jt the latter was afterwards rcftorcd by Juftinian (dc Edif. 
1. iv, c. 7.). 

81 In the time of Pliny, Arrian, and Ptolemy, the Laii were a particular 
tribe on the northern ;ikirts of Colchos (Celiartus, Geograph. Antiq. torn. ii. 
p. %%%.)• In the age of Judinian, they fpread, or at leaft reigned, ov«r the 
whole cQuntiy. At prefent, tliey have migrated along the coaft towards 
Trebizond, and compofe 9 rude fca-faring people^ with a pccuU^ language 
(Chaidin> p. 149. Peylfonel, p. 64.)* 

Y4 hif 
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<? H A P. his fcwtrc at the bands of thcPcrfian monarch, 
y^^^J^^^ and the fucceffors of Conftantine acquiefced in this 
injurious claim, which was proudly urged as a right 
con.vcr6on of immemorial prefcription. In the beginning of 
a.'d.^^!' the fixth century, their influence was reftored by 
the introduftion of Chriftianity, which the IVKngrer 
lians ftill profefs with becoming zeal, without un^ 
derftanding the dodrines, or obferving the precepts, 
of their religion. After the deceafe of . his father, 
Zajthus was exalted to the regal dignity by the fa- 
vour of the great king : but the pious youth ab* 
horred the ceremonies of the Magi, and fought, in 
the palace of Conftantinople, an orthodox bapt^m, 
9 noble wife, and the alliance of the emperor 
Juftin. The king of Lazica was folemnly inverted 
with the diadem, and his-* cloak and tunic of white 
iUk) with a gold border, difplayed, in rich em« 
broidery, the figure of his new patron ; who foothed 
the jealoufy of the Perfian court, and excufed the 
jrevolt of Colchos, by the visnerable names of hof- 
pitality and religion. The common int^reft of both 
empires impofed on the Colchiai^ the duty of 
. ' guarding the paiTes of mount Caucafus, where a 
wall of fixty miles is now defended by the monthly 
fervice of the mufqueteers of Mingrelia **. 
^^Inr\n!!f ^^t thjs honourablc connexion was foon cor- 
ot the eoi- rupted by the avarice and ambition of the Romans, 

chians, ' * ' 

8» John Maltla, Chron. torn. ii. p. 134—137. Theophanes, p. 144. 
Hift. MiCcell 1 xv. p. 103. The fa£^ is authentic, but the date (ecms too 
. recent. In fpeakmg of their Pcriiao alliance, the Lazi contemporaries of 
Ju()inian employ the mod obfolete words—- iv ypaf^oco> ^vfijuicifiKy mfoyowif 
^c. Couid they belong to a connexion which bad not been dtflblved above 
twenty years? 

• Degraded 
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Degraded from the rank of allies, the Lazi were c h a ?• 
inceflantly reminded, by words and actions, of their \ ^^^^ 
dependent ftate. At the diftance of a day's journey a. d. 
beyond the Apfarus, they beheld the rifmg fortrefs *^*^^^ 
of Petra'% which commanded the maritime couiip 
try to the fouth of the Phafis. Inftead of being 
protected by the valour, Colchos was infulted by 
the licentioufnefs, of foreign mercenaries ; the bene- 
fits of commerce were converted into bafe and 
vexatious monopoly ; and Gubazes, the native 
prince, was reduced to a pageant of royalty, by the 
fuperior influence of the officers of Juftinian. Dif- 
appointed in their expedations of Chrillian virtue, 
the indignant Lazi repofed fome confidence in the 
juftice of an unbeliever. After a private aflurance 
that their ambalTador fhould not be delivered to 
the Romans, they publicly folicited the friendflup 
and aid of Chofroes. The fagacious monarch 
inflantly difcerned the ufe and importance of CoU 
chos ; and meditated a plan of conqueft, which waf 
renewed at the end of a thoufand years by Shah 
Abbas, the wiieft ai^i mod powerful of his fuc- 
cefibrs \ His ambition was fired by the hope of 
launching a Perfian navy from the Phafis, of com* 
manding the trade and navigation of the Euxine 

81 The fole vcftjge of Petra fubfiftsln the writings of Procopius atid Aff^ 
thlas. Mod of the towns and cafllcs of Lazica may be foand by comparing 
tlicir nUmes and pofitioa witlrthe map of Mingrelia, in Lamberti* 

84. See tb? atnufing letters of Pietro della Valle, tlie Roman travelltr 
(Viaggi, torn, ii- 207, 209. zi^- 2.1$* »66. 286. 300. torn. iii. p. 54. lay.). 
In the years 1618, 1619, and 1620, he converfed with Shah Abbas, and 
ilroDgly encouraged a dcfign which might have iipited Perfia and Europe 
a^nft their common enemy the Turk. 

fea. 
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CHAP, fea, of defolating the coaft of Pontus and Bithynia, 
of diftrefling, perhaps of attacking, Conftantinople, 
and of pe;rfuading the Barbarians of Europe to 
fecond his arms and counfels againft the common 
enemy of mankind. Under the pretence of a 
"Scythian war,- he filently led his troops to the 
frontiers of Iberia ; the Colchian guides were pre- 
pared to conduft them through the woods and 
along the precipices of mount CaucaYus ; and a 
narrow path was laborioufly formed into a fafft and 
fpacious highway, for the march of cavalry, and 
even of elephants. Gubazes laid his perfon and 
diadem at the feet of the king of Perfia ; his Col- 
chians imitated the fubmiflion of their prince ; and 
aftef the walls of Petra had been fhaken, the 
Roman garrifon prevented, by a capitulation, the 
impending fury of the laft aflault. But the Lazi foon 
difcovered, that their impatience had urged them 
to choofe an evil more intolerable than the calami- 
ties which they ftrdve to efcape. The monopoly 
of fait and corn was efFeftually removed by the 
lofs of thofe valuable commodities. The autho- 
rity .of a Roman iegiflator was fucceeded by the 
pride of an Oriental defpot, who beheld, with equal 
difdain, the Haves whom he had exalted, and the 
kings whom he had humbled before the footftool 
of his throne. The adoration of fire was intro- 
duced into Cokhos by the zeal of the Magi : their 
intolerant fpirit provoked the fervour of a Chriftian 
;p"eople; and the prejudice of nature or education 
was wounded by thje impious. pradlice of expofing 
the dead bodies of their parents, on the fummit 

' ^4 of 
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of a lofty tower- to the crows and vultures of the chap. 
air**. Confdous of the increafing hatred, which '_^,-^- 
l"etarded the execution of his great defigns, the 
juft Nufiiirvan had feeretly given orders to aflaffinate 
the king of the Lazi, to tranfplant the people into 
iome diftant land, and to fix a faithful and warlike 
colony on the banks of the Phafis. . The watchful 
jealoufy of the Colchians forefaw and- averted the 
approaching ruin. Their repentance was accepted 
at Conftantinople by the prudence, rather than the 
clemency, of Juftinian ; and he commanded Dagiff 
teus, with feven thoufand Romans, and one thoa- 
fand of the Zani, to expel the Perfians from the 
coaft of the Euxine. 

The fiege of Petra, which the Roman general,' siege of 
with the aid of the Lazi, immediately undertook,' a.'d. 
is one of the moft remarkable adions of the age.^ ^*^ "*^^'' 
The city was feated on a craggy rock, which hung: 
over the fea, and communicated by .a deep and 
narrow path with the land. Since the approach 
was difficult, the attack might be deemed impoffible; 
th6 Perfian conqueror had ftrengthened' the fortifi- 
cations of Juftinian ; and the places leaft inacceffi^le 
were covered by additional bulwarks. In this im- 
portant fortrefs, the vigilance of Chofroes had de- 
pofited a magazine of offenfive and defenfive arms, 
fufEcient for five times the number, not only of % 

85 See Herodotus (I. i. c, 140. p. 69. )> who fpeaks with diffidence, 
Larcher (torn. i. p. 399— 401 • Notes fiir Herodote), Frocopius (Perfic.. I. i. 
c. II.), and Agatbias (1. iL p. 6r, 62.). This pradice, agreeable to the 
Zendavefta (Hyde, de Relig. Pcrf. c. 34. p. 4i4»4zi.)> denionftrates that 
tlje burial of the Perfian kings (Xepophon, Cyropaed. 1. viii. p. 658.),^ 
Ti yap TtfTtf jitaxapiwTspoy nra t»i y»j fjLfX^nvKf, is a Cr^tk fiftion, and that 
their tonobs could be no more than cenotaphs. 

the 
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c.H A P. the garrifon, but of the befiegers themfelves. The 

ftock of flour and fait provifions was adequate to 

the confumption of five years ; the want of wine 

was fupplied by vinegar, and of grain from whence 

a ftrong liquor was extraded ; and a triple aquedu£t 

eluded the diligence, and even the fufpicions, of 

the enemy. But the firmjeft defence of Petra was 

placed in the valour of fifteen hundred Perfians^ 

who refifted the s^iTaults of the Romans, whilft, ia 

a foftcr vein of earth, a mine was fecretly perforated^ 

The wall^ fupported by flender and temporary 

props, hung tottering in the air ; but Dagifteus 

delayed the attack till he bad fecured a fpecific 

recompence ; and the town was relieved before the 

return of his meflenger from Conftantinople. The 

Perfian garrifon was reduced to four hundred men, 

<rf whom no more than fifty were exempt from f^:k-. 

nefs or wounds ; yet fuch had been their inflexible 

pcrfeverance, that they concealed their lofles firon^ 

the enemy, by enduring, without a murmur, the 

fight and putrefying ftench of the dead bodies of 

their eleven hundred companions* After their 

deliverance, the breaches were haftily flopped with 

fand-bags ; the mine was repleniflied with earth ; a 

new wall was ereded on a frame of fubftantial 

timber ; and a frefli garrilbn of three thoufax^ 

men was ftationed at Petra to fuft^in . {be laboyrs 

of a fecond fiege. The operations, both of the 

attack and defence, were conducted with fkilful 

obftinacy; and each party derived ufeful leflfons 

from the experience of their paft faults. A bat- 

'tering ram was invented, of light conffruftiop and 

powerful 
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^werful effeft ; it was tranfported and worked by c ha p. 
the hands of forty foldiers ; and as the ftones were 
loofened by its repeated ftrokes, they were torn 
with long iron hooks from the wall. From thofe 
walls, a fhower of darts was inceffantly poured on 
the heads of the affailants, but they were mod dan- 
geroufly annoyed by a fiery compofition of fulphur 
and bitumen, which in Colchos might with fomc 
propriety be named the oil of Medea. Of fix 
thoufand Romans who mounted the fcaling- ladders, 
their general, Beflas, was the firft, a gallant veteran 
of feventy years of age : the courage of their leader, 
his fall, and extreme danger, animated the irrefiftible 
effort of his troops ; and their prevailing numbers 
oppreffed the ftrength, without fubduing the fpirit, 
of the Perfian garrifon. The fate of thefe valiant 
men deferves to be more diftincVly noticed. Seven 
hundred had perilhed in the fiege, two thoufand 
three hundred furvived to defend the breach. One' 
thoufand' and feventy were deftroyed with fire and 
fword in the laft aflault ; and if feven hundred and 
thirty were, made prifoners, only eighteen among 
them were found withotit the marks 'of honourable 
wounds. The remaining five hundred efcaped intb 
the citadel, which they maintained without any 
hopes of relief, rejefting the faireft terms of capi- 
tulation aitd fervice, till they were loft in the 
flames. They died in obedience to the commands 
of their prince; and fuch examples of loyalty and 
valour might excite their countrymen to deeds of 
equal dcfpair and more profperous event. Thfc 
* inftant demolition of the works of P^ftra confefled 

3 the 
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CHAP, the alloniihmeni and apprehenfion of the coR-i 

XLII. 

K^,,,^.,,....^ queror. 

The Col. ^ Spartan would have praifed and pitied the 

i^zicwar, virtue of thefe heroic flaves : but^ the tedious war- 
54^55^' fare and ahernate fuccefs of the Roman and Perfian 
. arms cannot detain the attention of pofterity at the 
foot of mount Caucafus. The advantages obtained 
by the troops of Juftinian were. more frequent and 
fplen(^id ; but the forces of the great king were 
continually fuppjied, till they amounted to eight 
elephants and feventy thoufand men, including 
twelve thoufand Scythian allies, and above three 
thoufand Dilemites, who defcended by their free 
choice from the hills of Hyrcania, and were equally 
formidable in clofe or in diftant combat. The 
fiege of Archa^opolis, a name impofed or cor- 
rupted by the Greeks, was raifed with fome lofs 
and precipitation ; but the Perfians occupied the 
paffes of Iberia : Colchos was enflave^ by their 
forts and garrifons ; they devoured the fcanty 
fuftenance of the people ; and the 'prince of the 
Lazi fled into the mountains. In the Roman 
camp, faith and difcipline were unknown ; and the 
independent leaders, who were inverted with equal 
power, difputed with each other the pre-eminence 
of vice and corruption. The Perfians followed, 
without a murmur, the commands of a fmgle chief, 
who implicitly obeyed the inftruftions of their 
fupreme lord. Their general was diftinguiflied 
among the heroes of the Eaft, by his wifdom in 
council, and his valour in the field. The advanced 
. age of Mermeroes, and the lamenefs of both his 

feet. 
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fc€t, could not diminilh the aftivity of hk mind, chap, 
or even of his body ; and whilft he was carried In v,^ 
a litter in the front of battle, he infpired terror to 
the enemy, and a juft confidence tp the troops, who, 
under his banners, were always fuccefsful. After 
his death, the command devolved co Nacoragan, a 
proud fatrap, who, in conference with the im- 
perial chiefs, had prefumed to declare that he 
difpofed of victory as abfolutely as of the ring on 
his finger. Such prefumption was the natural caufe 
and forerunner of a (hameful defeat. The Romans 
had been gradually repulfed to the edge of the 
fca-fliore ; and their laft camp, on the ruins of the 
Grecian colony of Phafis, was defended on all fides 
by ftrong intrenchments, the river, the Euxine, 
and a fleet of gallies. Defpair united their counfels 
and invigorated their arms : they withftood the 
aflault of the Perfians ; and the flight of Nacoragan 
preceded or followed the flaughterof ten thoufand 
of his brayefl: foldiers. He efcaped from the 
Romans to fall into the hands of an unforgiving 
mafter, who feverely chaftifed the error of his own 
choice ; the unfortunate general was flayed alive, 
and his fl^in, (lufl^ed into the human form, was 
expofed on a mountain ; a dreadful warning to 
thofe who might hereafter be entrufled with th& 
fame and forttine of Perfia *\ Yet the prudence 
of Chofroes infenfibly relinquiflied the profecution 
of the Cholcian war, in the jufl: perfuafion that 

t6 The punKhment of flaying alive could not be Introduced Into PeiTia by 
Sapor (Brifon, de Regn. Perf. 1. ii. p. 578.), nor couJd ft be copied fro.n 
the foolifli tale of Marfyas the Phrygian piper, mod fodiftiJy quoted as ji 
precedent by Agathia* (1. iv» p, I32> i33.)» 

it 
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CHAP, it is tmpoflible to reduce, or, at leaft, to hold a 
diftant country againfl: the mfhes and efforts of its 
inhabitants. The fidelity of Gubazes fuftained the 
moft rigorous trials. He patiently endured the 
hardfhips of a favage life, and rejected, with difdain, 
the fpccious temptations of the Perfian court. The 
king of the Lazi had been educated in the Chriftiai^ 
religion ; his mother was the daughter of a fenator ; 
during his youth, he had ferved ten years a filen- 
tiary of the Byzantine palace '% and <he arrears of 
an unpaid falary were a motive of attachment as 
well as of complaint. But the long continuance 
of his fufferings extorted from him a naked repre- 

'fent^tion of the truth ; and truth was an unpardon- 
'able libel on the lieutenants of Juftinian, who, 
amidfl: the delays of a ruinous war, had fpared his 
enemies and trampled on his allies. Their mali- 
cious information perfuaded the emperor, that his 
faithlefs vaiTal already meditated a fecond defe&ion: 
an order was furprifed to fend him prifoner to 
Conftantinople ; a treacherous claufe was inferted, 
that he might be lawfully killed in cafe of refiftance; 
and Gubazes, without arms, or fufpicion of danger, 
was ftabbed in the fecurity of a friendly interview. 
In the firft moments of rage and defpair the Col- 
chians would have facrificed their country and reli- 
gion to. the gratification of revenge. But the au- 

-thority and eloquence of the wifer few, obtained a 



•7 In the palace of Conftantinople there were thirty iilentiarios, who 
ftyled haAati ante fores cubiculi, mg O'tyyig txkfxrou^ an honourable titk^ 
whi/ch conferred the ranlc^ without impofmg tt»c duties, of a fenator (Cotf. 
Tbeodof. 1. vi. tit. 23. Gothofred. Con:iment. torn* ii. p. IZ9.)« 

falutary 
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alutary paufe : the- viftory of the Phafis rcftored chap. 
the terror of the Roman arms, and the emperor vl«-,-Lr 
was foli'citous to abfolve his own name from the 
imputation of fo foul a murden A judge of fena-* 
torial rank was commiflioned to enquire into the 
conduft and death of tKe king of the Lazi* He 
afcended a (lately tribunal, encompafled by the 
minifters of juftice and punifhment : in the prefence 
of both nations, this extraordinary caufe was pleaded, 
according to the forms of civil jurifprudence, and 
fome fatisfaAion was granted to an injured people, 
by the fentence and execution of the meaner cri- 
minals •'. 

In peace, the king of Perfia continually fought Wcgoc»a- 
the pretences of a rupture ; but no fooner had he tr«tic4 b6» 
taken up arms, than he expreffed his defire of a ^^j^Jj^" 
fafe and honourable treaty. During the fierceft chofroes, 
hoftilities, the two monarchs etltertained a deceit-^ s4<>W^*f 
ful negociation ; and fuch was the fuperiority of 
. Chofroes, that whilft he treated the Roman minif* 
ters with infolence and contempt^ he obtained the 
moil unprecedented honours for his own ambaifadors v 
at the Imperial court* The fucceflbr of Cyrus 
affumed the majefty of the Eaftern fun, and graci- 
oufly permitted his younger brother Juftinian to 
reign over the Weft, with the pale and refleded 
fplendour of the moon. This gigantic ftyle was 
fupported by the pomp and eloquence of Ifdigune, 
one of the royal chamberlains. His wife and 

S8 On thefe judiciat orations, Agathias (1. Hi. p. Si-*89. 1. iv. p* roS-** 
119.) iaviihes eighteen or twenty pages of falfe and florid rhetoric. His ig** 
norance or careleflhtrrt overlooks the llrongeil argument againfl tbf king of 
Xjizica'— his former revolt. 

Vol. VII. Z daughters, 
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c K A p. daughters^ with a train of eunuchs and camels, at* 
ij^i^^^^ tended the march of the ambaffador : two fatraps 
with golden diadems were numbered among his 
followers : he was guarded by five hundred horfe, 
the mod valiant of the Perfians; and the Roman 
governor of Dara wifely refufed to admit more 
than twenty of this martial and hoftile caravan. 
When Ifdigune had faluted the emperor, and de- 
livered his prefents, he paiTed ten months at Con- 
ftantinople without difcuffing any ferious afiairs. 
Inftead of being confined to his palace, and re- 
ceiving food and water from the hands of his 
keepers, the Perfian ambaflador, without fpies or 
^ : ' ' guatds, was allowed to vifit the capital ; and the 
i. freedom of converfation and trade enjoyed by his 
domeftics, oflfended the prejudices of an age, which 
rigoroufly praftifed the law of nations, without con- 
fidence or courtefy *'. By an unexampled indul- 
gence, his interpreter, a fervant below the notice 
of a Roman ma:gifl:rate, was feated, at the table of 
Juftinian, by the fide of his mafter ; ^nd one thou- 
fand pounds of gold might be aifigned for the ex- 
pence of his journey and entertainment. Tet the 
repeated labours of Ifdigune could procure only 
a partial and imperfed: truce, which was always 
.purchafed with the treafures, and renewed at the 
folicitation, of the Byzantine court. Many years 
of fruitlefs^ defolation elapfed before Juftinian and 

'9 Procoplus reprefents the pradic« of tbe Gothic court of Rareima 
(Goth. I. i. c 7.) 1 and foreign smisaffiidors have, been treatsed wiitil^die 
lame jealoufy and rigour in Tarlsey (Bafl>eqmiJ8, epift. iii. p. I4^^J4S^ 
ftc), Rti0ia (Voyage d^Olearlus), and China (Narrative of M. de tai^, 
in Betl*ft Travels^ vol. ii. p. 189— >3ir.}« 

: ' • Choftoes 

. • • "A */ . 
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Chofroes were compelled, by mutual laffitude, to chap. 
confult the repofe of their declining age. At a 
conference held on the frontier, each party, with- 
out expelling to gain credit, difplayed the power, 
the juftice, and the pacific intentions, of their re-» 
fpeflive fovereigns ; but neceflity and interefl: 
dictated the treaty of peace, which was concluded 
for a term of fifty years, diligently compofed in 
the Greek and Perfian language, and attefted by 
the feals of twelve interpreters. The liberty of 
commerce and religion was fixed and defined } the 
allies of the emperor and the great king were in- 
cluded in the fame benefits and obligations ; and 
the mofl fcrupulous precautions were provided to 
prevent or determine the accidental difputes that* 
might arife on the confines of two hoftile nations* 
After twenty years of deflruftive though feeble 
war, the limits flill remained without alteration; 
and Chofroes was perfuaded to renounce his dan* 
gerous claim to the pofleflion or fovereignty of 
Colchos and its dependent flates. Rich in the 
accumulated treafures of the Eaft, he extprted from 
the Romans an annual payment of thirty thoufand 
pieces of gold ; and the fmallnefs of the fum re- 
vealed the difgrace of a tribute in its naked defor- 
mity. In a previous debate, the chariot of Sefoflris^' 
and the wheel of fortune, were applied by one of the 
minifters of Juflinian, who obferved that the re- 
duction of Antioch, and fome Syrian cities, had 
elevated • beydnd meafure the . vain and ambitious 
fpirit of the Barbarian. " You are miftaken,*' 
replied the modeft Perfian : ^^ the king of kings, 
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** the lord of mankindj looks down with contempt 
** on fuch petty -aequifitions ; and of the ten ni- 
^* tions, vanq<3ifhed by his invincible arms, he 
** efteems the Romans as the lead formidable?*/* 
According to the Orientals, the empire of Nufhirvan 
extended from Ferganah in Tranfoxiana, to Yemen 
or Arabia Faelix, He fubdued the rebels of Hyr- 
*cania, reduced the provinces of Cabul and Zableftan 
on the banks of the Indus, broke the power of the 
Euthah'tes, terminated by an honourable treaty 
the Turkifh war, and admitted the daughter of the 
great khan into the number of his lawful wives. 
Viftorious and refpefted among the princes of 
Afia, he gave audience, in his palace of Madain, 
or Ctefiphon, to the Ambafladors of the world. 
Their gifts or tributes, arms, rich garments, gems, 
flaves, or aromatics, were humbly prefented 2^ the 
foot of his throne ; and he condefceiided to accept 
from the king of India, t^n quintals of the wood 
of aloes, a maid feven Ciibits in height, and a carpet 
fofter than filk, the fkin, as it was reported, of an 
extraordinary ferpent ^\ 

Juftinian had been reproached for his alliance 
with the Ethiopians, as if he attempted to in- 
troduce a people of favage negroes into the fyftem 
of civilized ' fociety. But the friends of the Ro^ 
man empire,, the Axumites, or Abyflinians, may 



90 The negociations and U'eaUes between Juftinian and Chofrocs are cow 
piouily explained by Procoplus (Perfic I, ii. c to. 13. a6» ay, 2S. Gothic. 
I. ii. c. II. 15.), Agathias (K iv. p. 141, 141.), and Menander (in Excerpt. 
Legac p. 132—147.). QogkMt Barbeyracj Hift. des Ancicns Traitcs, 
tpm- il p. 154. 181—184. 193 — zoo. 

9» D*Herbfrot, Wbliot, Orient, p. 680, 681. 294,2^5. 

be 
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be always diflinguiflied from the original natives ^ ^ a^ p- 
of Africa ^\ The hand of nature has flattened 
the nofes of the negroes, covered their heads with 
fhaggy wool, and. tinged their (kin with inherent 
and indelible blacknefs« But the olive complexioa 
of the Abyffinians, their hair, Ihape, and features, 
diftinftly mark them as a colony of Arabs ; and 
this defcent is confirmed by the refemblance of 
language and manners, the report of an ancient 
emigration, and the narrow interval between the 
Ihores of the Red Sea. Chriftianity had raifed that 
nation above the level of African barbarifm*^: 
their intercourfe with Egypt, and the fucceflbrs of 
Conftantine '% had communicated the rudiments 
of the arts and fciencesj their veHels traded to 



9% See BufTon, Hift. Naturelle, torn. ill. p. 44$. This Arab cud of fear 
tures and complexion, which ha$ continued 3400 years (Ludolph. Hift. et 
Comment.- ^thiopic, J. i. c. 4,) in the cobny of Abyflinia, wiUjuftify the 
fufpiciony that race, as well as climate, muft have contributed to form the 
negroes o( the adjacent and fimilar regions. 

9J The Portuguefe miflionarics, Alvarez (RamuHo, tom. i. fol. 204. reft. 
274 verf.), Bermudez (Furchas's Pilgrims, vol. ii. 1. v, c. 7. p, 1149— • 
T188.), Lobo (Relation, &c* par M. le Grand, with xv Differtations. 
Piris, 1728), and Tellez (Relations ^eThevcnot, part iv.'), could only relate 
of nx>dern Abyflinia what they had feen or invent«d. . The frudltion of 
Ludolplius (HiA. ^thiopica, Francofurt. 1681. Commentarius, id^i* 
Appendix, 1694^ in twenty-five languages, could add little concerning^ its 
ancient hiilory. Yet the fanne of Caled, or Klliftlit-eus, the conqueror of 
Yemen, is celebrated in national fongs and legends. 

94 The negociations of JuAinian with the Axsmites, or Ethiopians, are 
recorded by Procopius (Perfic. 1. i. c. 19, ao.) and John Malala (tom. ii*. 
p. 163 — 165. 193—196 \ The hiftorian of Amioch quotes thu originai 
narrative of the ambaifador Nonnofus, of which Pbotiui (mbiipt. ccid. Ui.) 
has prefcrved acurlons extratt* 
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CHAP, the ifle of Ceylon •% and feven kingdoms obeyed 
* J the Negus or fupreme prince of Abyffinia. The 
, independence of the Homerites, who reigned 
in the rich and happy Arabia, was firft violated 
by an uSEthiopian conqueror: he drew his here- 
ditary claim from the queen of Sheba •% and his 
ambition was fandified by religious zeal. The 
Jews, powerful and adive in exile, had feduced 
the mind of Dunaan» prince of the Homerites. 
They urged him to retaliate the perfecution in- 
flidted by the Imperial laws on their unfortunate 
brethren : fome Roman merchants were injurioufly 
treated ; and fcveral Chriftians of* Negra '^ were 
honoured with the crown of martyrdom »'. The 
churches of Arabia implored the protection of the 
Abyffinian monarch. The Negus paffed the Red 
Sea with a fleet and army, deprived the Jewifli 
profelyte of his kingdom and life, and extingulfhed 
H race of princes, who had ruled above two thou- 

f5 The trade of the Axumites to the coafl of India and Africa, and the 
ifleof Ceylonyiscurloufly reprefentedbyCofmas Indicopleudes (Topograph, 
Chriftian. Jtii. p. ii%, 1389 139, 140. L xi. p. 33S, 339.}* 

96 Ludolph. Hift. et Comment, i^iiop. 1. 11 c, 3. 

97 The city of Negra, or Nag'nm, in Yemen, is furrounded v/ith palm 
trees, and ftands in the high-road between Saana the .capital, and Mecca, 
from the former ten, from the latter twenty days* journey of a caravain'of 
tttfiiels (Abulfeda, Defcript. Arabis, p. %%^)» 

9^ The martyrdom of St. Arethas prince of Negra, and his three hun« 
dred and forty companions,, is embeUiflied in the legends of Metaphrases 
pnd Nlcephorus Calhftus, copied by Baronius (A.D. ^aa, N^ at^^6. 
h.f\>* 523* No J 6— '29.), and refuted, with obfcure diligence, byBafoage 
(Hift. dt% Jttiiii, torn. xii« Lviii. c. ii. p. 333— 34St), tiltoinveftlgates thf* 
ftate of the Jews in Arabia and 4E;thiop!bi. 

fia4 
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fand years the fequeftered region of myrrh and chap. 
frankincenfe. The conqueror immediately an* w--v^ 
nounced the viflory of the gofpel, requefted an 
orthodox patriarch, and fo warmly ptofeflfed his 
friendfliip to the Roman empire, that Judinian 
was flattered by the hope of diverting the filk 
trade through the channel of Abyffinia, and of 
exciting the forces of Arabia againft the Perfian 
kine:* Nonnofiis. defcended from a family of Their aiu- 

" ' ' ance with 

ambauadors, was named by the emperor to exe- judinun, 
cute this important commiffion. He wifely de- ^'^'^ss- 
clined the fhofter, but more dangerous, . road 
through the fandy deferts of Nubia ; afcended the 
Nile, embarked on the Red Sea, and fafely hmded 
at the African port of Adulijs. From Adulis to the 
royal city of Axume is no more than fifty leagues, 
in a direct line ; but the winding paiTes of the 
mountains detained the ambaflfador fifteen days ; 
and as he traverfed the forefts, he faw, and vaguely 
computed, about five thoufand wild elephants. 
The capital, according to his report, was large, 
and populous ; and the village of Axume is flill 
confpicuous by the regal coronations, by the ruins 
of a Chriftian temple, and by fixteen or feventeen 
obeliflcs infcribed with Grecian charafters ^\ But 
the Negus gave audience in the open field, feated 
on a lofty chariot, which was drawn by four ele* 
phants fuperbly caparifoned, and furrounded by 

* 

99 Alvarez (in Ramuiio, tom.i. foL 219 vcrC 221 verf.) faw the flourifh- ' 
ing ftate o^ Axume in the year X52Q—- luogo moito buono e grande. It was 
ruined in the (ame century by the Turkiih invalion. No more than one 
bondretl houfes remain ; but the memory of its paft greatncfs is preferved 
by the regal coronation (Ludolph. Hift. et Comment. Lit. c. ti.}. 

Z 4 his 
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CHAP, his nobles and muficians. He was clad in a 
w linen garment. and cap, holding in his hand two 
javelins and a light ihield ; and, although hit 
nakednefs was imperfe£lly covered, he difplayed 
the Barbaric: pomp of gold chains, collars, and 
bracelets, richly adorned with pearls and precious 
ftones. The ambaffador of Juftinian knelt ; the 
Negus raified him from ,the ground, embraced 
Nonnofus, kifled the feal, perufed the letter, ac- 
cepted the Roman alliance, and brandiihing his 
weapons, denounced implacable war againft the 
worfcippers of fire. But the propofal of the filk- 
trade was eluded 3 and notwithftanding the affur- 
ances, and perhaps the wiflies, of the Abyffmians, 
thefe hoftile menaces evaporated without effeft. 
The Homerites were unwilling to abandon their 
aromatic groves, to explore a fandy defert, and to 
encounter, after all their fatigues, a formidable 
nation from whom they had never received any 
perfonal injuries. .Inftead of enlarging his con- 
qiiefts, the king of Ethiopia was incapable of de- 
fending his poffeflions. Abrahah, the flave of a 
Roman merchant of Adulis, aflumcd the fceptre 
of the Homerites ; the troops of Africa were re- 
duced by the luxury of the climate ; and Juftinian 
folicited the friendfhip of the ufurper, who honoured, 
with a flight tribute, the fupremacy of his prince. 
After a long ferie* of profperity, the power 
of Abrahah was overthrown before the gates of 
Mecca ; his children were defpoiled by the Perfian 
conqueror; and the Ethiopians were finallj 
expelled, from tbe continent of Alia, This par- 
ratiye of cbfcyrc and remote events is not foreign 

. . to* 

« 

It 
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to the decline and fall of the Roman empire. If chap, 
a Chriftian power had been maintained in Arabia, 
Mahom)et mtifl have been cruflied in his cradle, 
and Abyflinia woyild have prevented a revolution 
which has changed the civil and religious flat^ of 
the world '^. 



too Xbe revolutions of Yemen in the Axxh century mud be coUcAcd front 
Procopius (Perlic. 1. i. c. 19. 20.), Theophanes Byzant* (apud Phot* 
•^od. Isiiii. p. 9o.), St. Theophanes (in Chronograph, p. 144, 145. 188, 189, 
2<^6» ^P7. who is full of Arange blunders)f Pocock (Specimtn Hift. Arab. 
p. 6z. $5.), d'Herbelot (Bibliot. Orientale, p. 12. 477.), and Salens freli* 
mimiry l^ilpcurfe and Koran (c. 105.). The revolt of Abrahah is men* 
tiuned by Procopius i and his fall, though clouded with' miracbsp is an 
hiiiorical fa£l. 
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CHAP. XLIIL 

Rebellions of jifrica. ^-^ Rejioration of. the Gothic 
Kingdom by Totila.'^Lofs and Recovery of Rome. 
'^Final Conquefl of Italy by Narfes. — Extinction 
of the OJirogoths. — Defeat of the Franks and 
Alemanni^ — LafiViBory^ Difgrace^ and Death of 
Belifarius. — Death and Charader of ^ufiinian. 
^-^Comet^ Earthquakes^ and Plague. 

CHAP, rri H E review of the nations from the Da- 

i_r-,'- ^' nube to the Nile has expofed on every fide 

the vreaknefs of the Romans ; and our wonder 

is reafonably excited that they ihould prefume to 

enlarge an empire, whofe ancient limits they were 

incapable of defending. But the wars, the con- 

qu^fts, and the triumphs of Juftinian, are the 

feeble and pernicious efforts of old age, which 

exhauft the remains of itrength, and accelerate the 

decay of the powers of life. He exulted in the 

glorious aft of reftoring Africa and Italy to the 

republic ; but the calamities which followed the 

departure of Belifj^rius betrayed the impotence of 

the conqueror, and accompliflied the ruin of thofe 

unfortunate countries. 

Thetrou. From his new acqui(itions, Juftinian expefted 

Africa, that his avarice, as well as pride, fhould be richly 

^iP* gratified. A rapacious minifter of the finances 

clofely purfued the footfteps of Belifarius ; and as 

the old regifters of tribute had been burnt by the 

8 . Vandals, 
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Vajidals, he indulged his fancy in a liberal calcu- chap, 

lation and arbitrary affeffment of the wealth of 

Africa '• The increafe of taxes, which were drawn 

away by a diftant fovereign, and a general refump- 

tion of the patrimony or crown lands, foon dif- 

pelled the intoxication of the public joy : but the 

emperor was infenfible to the modeft complaints 

of the people, till he was awakened and alarmed 

by the clamours of military difcontent. Many of 

the Roman foldiers had married the widows and 

daughters of the Vandals. As their own, by the 

double right of conqueft, and inheritance, they* 

claimed the eftates which Genferic had affigned to 

his victorious troops. They heard with difdain 

the cold and felflfh reprefentations of their officers, 

that the liberality of Juilinian had raifed them from 

a favage or fervile condition; that they were 

already enriched by the fpoils of Africa, the trea- 

fure, the flayes, and the moveables, of the van* 

quifhed Barbarians ; and that the ancient and law- 

ful patrimony of the emperors would be applied 

only to the fupport of that government on which 

their own fafety and reward muft ultimately 

depend. The mutiny was fecretly inflamed by a 

thoufand foldiers, for the mod: part Heruli, who. 



> For the troubles of Africa, I neither have nor deiire another guidp tiian 
Procopius, whofe eye contemplated the image, and whofe ear coUeilcd the 
reports, of the memorable e\'ents of his own times. In the fecond book oC 
the Vandalic M^ar he relates the revolt of Stozas (c. 14^-24. }» the return >of 
Belilarius (c. 15.)} the victory of Germanus (c. 16, 17, iS.], t^e fecon4 
adminiilration of Solomon (c. 19, ao, si.)» the government of Sergius 
(c. 22, 13.), o£ Areobindus (c. 24.)» the tyranny and death of Goniharl^ 
(c. 25, 26, 27, z8,)> nor can I difcern any fymptoms of flattery or malevo- 
lence in kU various portraits* 

' had 
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CHAP, had imbibed the doftrmes, and were mftigated by 
the clergy, of the Arian fe6t ; and the caufe ofper^ 
jury and rebellion was fandified by the dilpenfing 
powers of fanaticifm. The Arians deplored the 
ruin of their church, triumphant above a century 
in Africa ; and they were juftly' provoked by the 
laws of the conqueror, which interdifted the bap- 
tifm of their children and the exercife of all reli- 
gious worfhip. Of the Vandals chofen by Beli- 
farius, the far greater part, in the honours of the 
Eaftern fervice, forgot their country and. religion. 
But a generous band of four hundred obliged the 
mariners, when they were in fight of the ifle of 
Lefbos, to alter their courfe : they touched on Pelo- 
ponnefus, ran afliore on a defert coaft fcf Africa, 
and boldly erefted,* on mount Aurafius, the ftand- 
ard of independence and revolt. While the 
troops of the province difclaimed the command of 
their fuperiors, a coiifpiracy was formed at Carthage 
againft the life of Solomon, who filled^with hono\ir 
the*place of Belifarius ; and the Arians had pioufly 
refolved to facrifice the tyrant at the foot of the 
attar, during the awful myfteries of the feftival of 
Eafter. Fear or remorfe reftrained the daggers 
of the aflaflins, but the patience of Solomon em- 
boldened their difcohtent ; and at the end of ten 
days, a furious fedition was kindled in the Circus, 
which defolated Afrrca above ten years. The pil- 
lage 6f the city, and the indifcriminate flaughter of 
its inhabitants, were fufpend^d only by darknefs, 
fleep, and intoxication : the governor, with feveo 
companiens, among- whom was the hifto^ian JPro- 
Copjus, efcaped to Sicily : two thirds of the army 

were 
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were involved in the cuilt of treafon ; and eight chap, 
thouland infurgents, affembling in the field of Bulla, ' 

elefled Stoza for their chief, a private foldier, who 
poffeffed in a fuperior degree the virtues of a rebel. 
Under the mafk of freedom, his eloquence could 
lead,' or at lead impel, the paflions of his equals. 
He raifed himfelf to a level with Belifarius, and 
the nephew of the emperor, by daring to encounter 
them in the field ; and the viclorious generals were 
compelled to acknowledge, that Stoza ^deferved a 
purer caufe and a more legitimate command. 
Vanquifhed in battle, he dexteroufly employed the 
arts of negociation ; a Roman army was feduced 
from their allegiance, and the chiefs who had 
trufted to his faithlefs promife were murdered by 
his order in a church of Numidia. When every, 
refource, either of force or perfidy, was exhaufted, 
Stoza, with fome defperate Vandals, retired to the 
wilds of Mauritania, obtained the daughter of a 
Barbarian prince, and eluded the purfuit of hia 
enemies, by the report of his death. The pe;r- 
fonal weight of Belifarius, the rank, the fpirit, and 
the temper, of Germanus, the emperor's nephew, 
and the vigour and fuccefs of the fecond adraini- 
ftration ot the eunuch Solomon, reftored the 
modefty of the camp, and maintained for a while 
the tranquillity of Africa. Bat the vices of the By- 
zantine court were felt in that diftant province ; 
the troops complained that they were neither paid 
nor relieved, and as foon as the public diforders 
were fufficiently mature, Stoza was again alive, 
XXX arms, and at the gates of Carthage. He fell in 

a fingl^ 



CHAP. 
XLIII. 
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a fingle combat, but he fmiled in the agonie$ of 
death, when he was informed that his own javelin 
had reached the heart of his antagonift. The ex- 
ample of Stoza, and the aflfurance that a fortunate 
foldier had been the firft king, encouraged the 
ambition of Gontharis, and he promifed, by a 
private treaty, to divide Africa with the Moors^ 
if, with their dangerous aid, he fliould afcend the 
throne of Carthage. The feeble Areobindus, 
unfkilled in the affairs of peace and war, was raifed 
by his marriage with the niece of Juftinian, to the 
office of Exarch. He was fuddenly oppreffed by 
a fedition of the guards, and his abje£t fupplica- 
lions, which provoked the contempt, could not 
move the pity, of the inexorable tyrant. After a 
reign of thirty days, Gontharis himfelf was ftabb'ed 
at a banquet by the hand of Artaban ; and it is 
Angular enough, that an Armenian prince, of the 
royal family of Arfaces, fhduld re-efl:abli(h at Car- 
thage the authority of the Roman empire. In the 
tonfpiracy which unflieathed the dagger of Brutus 
againfl: the life of Csefar, every circumftance is 
curious and important to the eyes of pofterity : 
But the guilt or merit of thefe loyal or rebellious , 
affaffins could intereft only the contemporaries of 
Procopfus, who, by their hopes and fears, their 
friendfhip or refentment, were perfonally engaged 
in the revolutions of Africa *. 

& Yet 1 muil not refufe him the merit of paijatlng, in lively colourt, the 
mtirder of Gontharis. One of the aflfaflins uttered a Tentiment not unwor* 
thy of a Roman patriot : « If I fail,** faid Anafires, " in the firft ftrtike^ 
** kill me on the fpot, left the tack (hould extort a difcovery of my aecom- 
•* pUccs.*' 

That 

» 
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That country was rapidly finking into the ftate chap. 
of barbarifm, from whence it had been raifed by y^^^i^r^ 
the Phoenician colonies and Roman laws : and ?^**^1*'****' 

the Moors» 

every ftep of inteftine difcord was marked by fome a. d, 
deplorable vidlory of favage man over civilized '""^ 
fociety. The Moors % though ignorant of juftice, 
were impatient of oppreflion : their vagrant life and 
boundlefs wildernefs difappointed the arms, and 
eluded the chains, of a conqueror ; and experi- 
ence had (hewn, that neither oaths nor obligations 
could fecure the fidelity of their attachment. The 
viflory of mount , Auras had awed them into 
momentary fubmiffion ; but if they refpeded the 
charader of Solomon, they hated and defpifed the 
pride and luxury of his two nephews, Cyrus and 
Sergius, on whom their uncle had imprudently 
beftowed the provincial governments of Tripoli and 
Pentapolis. A Moorifli tribe encamped under the 
walls of Leptis, to renew their alliance, and receive 
from the governor the cuftomary gifts. Fourfcore 
of their deputies were introduced as friends into . 
thi^' city ; but on the dark fufpicion of a confpi- 
racy, they were maffacred at the table of Sergius ; 
and the clamour of arms and revenge was re-echosd 
through the vallies of mount Atlas, from both 
the Syrtes to the Atlantic ocean. A perfonar 
iiqury, the unjuft execution or murder of his brother,^ 
rendered Antalus the enemy of the Romans. The 
defeat of the Vandals had formerly fignalized his 

S«The Moorilh wars are cccafionalij intiroduced into the narrative pf 
Procofius (Vandal. J.ti. c. 19— ij. 15. 27, a8. Gotbic. V iv. c. 17.) ; and 
Theophanes adds fome profperous and adverfe events in the la/t >ears of 
Juftinian. 

valour J 
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CHAP, valour ; the rudimtots of juftice and prudence wertf 
^'"'^ ftill more confpicuous in a Moor ; and while he 
laid Adrumetum in afhes, he calmly admoniflied 
the emperor that the peace of Africa might be 
fecured by the recal of Solomon and his unworthy 
nephews. The exarch led forth his troops from 
Carthage : but, at the diftance of fix days* j6umey 
in the neighbourhood of Tebefte % he was afto- 
niihed by the fuperior numbers and fierce afpeft 
of the Barbarians. Hie propofed a treaty ; folicited 
a reconciliation ; and offered to bind himfelf by the 
mod folemn oaths. " By what oaths can he bind 
*^ hirafelf ?*' interrupted the indignant Moors. 
** Will he fwear by the gofpels, the divine books 
*' of the Chriftians ? It was on thofe books that 
•^ the faith of his nephew Sergius was pledged to 
*' eighty of our innocent and unfortunate brethren. 
" Before we truft them a fecond time, let Us cry 
** their efEcacy in the chaftifement of perjAVy and 
" the vindication of their own honour." Their ho- 
nour was vindicated in the field of Tebefte, by tte 
death of Solomon, and the total lofs of his army. 
The arrival of frefh troops and more flcilful cont- 
mahders, foon checked the infolenc^ of the Moors; 
feventeen of their princes were flain in the fame 
battle ; and the doubtful and tranfient fubmiifion 



4 Now Tihcrti, in the kingdom of Algiers. It Is watered by a river, thle 
Snjerafs, which falls into the Mejerda (Bagrgdas).- Tibeih is ftiU remarks 
able for its walL^ of large Aones (like the Coiifeum of Rome), a iounuin^nd 
a grove of walnut-tre^s ; the country is fruitful, and tfve nelglibouriog Bert* 
fceres are warlike. It appears from an infcrlption, that uncfer the reign of 
Adrian, the road from Cartilage to Tebefte was conllrudied by the thitd 
legioo (Marmol. Deicription de VAiu^^p, torn. U. p. 441, 443. Slufw*k 
Travels, p. 64, 65, 66). 

6 of 
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of their tribes was cdebrated wich lavift applaufe chap. 
by the people of Conftantinople. Succeffive in«- ,^„^^.^ 
roads had reduced the province of Africa to oae 
third ©f the meafure of Italy ; yet the Roman em- 
perors continued to rejgn ?ibpvc a century over 
Carthage^ %Qd the fruitful coaft of the Mediter-^ 
rsinean* But tlie vidories and the lofles of Jufti- 
nian were alike pernicious to mankind; and fuch , 
was the defolation of Africa, that in many parts a 
ftrSynger might wander whole days without meeting ^ 
the face either of a friend or an enemy. The na- 
tioQ of the Vandals had difappeared : they once 
amounted to an hundred and fixty thoufand war* 
tiors, without including the children, the wonien, 
or the flaves.' Their numbers were infinitely fur* 
paffed by the number of the Moorifli families ex- 
tlrpjited xn 4 relentlefs war ; and the fame deftrudlion 
was retaliated on the Romans and their allies, who 
periflxed by the climate, their mutual quarrels, and 
the rag§ pf the .Barbarians. When Procopius firft 
landed, he admired the populoufnefs of the cities 
»pd country, ftrenuoufly exercifed in the labours of 
COjEamerce and agriculture. In lefs than twenty 
years, that bufy fcene was converted into a filent 
ibUtude J the wealthy citizens efcaped to Sicily and 
Coiaftantinople J and the fecret hiftoriaifhas con-, 
fidently affirmed, that five millions of Africans 
were cohfumed by the wars and government of the 
emperor Juftinian '* 

Tlxe jealoufy of the Byzantine court had not Revolt of 
permitted Belifarius to atchieve the eon<jueft of A.V540.* 

S Procopius, Anecdot. c. iS. The feries of the African hiftory atreftg 
t})i$ melancholy truths 

Vol.. VII. A a Italy: 
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CHAP. Italy : and his abrupt departqre revived the tou« 
^"'' rage of the Goths *, who refpefted his genius, his 
virtue, and even the laudable motive vtrhich had 
urged the fervant of Juftinian to deceive and re- 
jeft them. They had loft their king (an incon* 
fiderable lofs), their capital, their treafures, the 
provinces from Sicily to the Alps, and the mili- 
tary force of two hundred thoufand Barbarians, 
magnificently equipped with horfes and arms» 
Yet all was not loft, as long as Pavia was defended 
by one thoufand Goths, infpired by a fenfe of 
honour, the love of freedom, and the memory of 
their paft greatnefs. The fupreme command was 
unanimoufly offered to the brave Uraias ; and it 
was in his eyes alone that the difgrace of his uncle 
Vitiges could appear as a reafon of exclufion. His 
voice inclined the eledion in favour of Hildibald, 
whofe perfonal merit was recommended by the vain 
hope that his kinfman Theudes, the Spaniih mo- 
narch, would fupport the common intereft of the 
Gothic nation. The fuccefs of his arms in Ligu- 
ria and Venetia feemed to juftify their choice ; but 
he foon declared to the world, that he was inca- 
pable of forgiving or commanding his benefaftor. 
The confort of Hildibald was deeply wounded by 
the beauty, the riches, and the pride of the wife 



■ ^ In the fecond (c. 30.) and third books (ci— 40.), Procopms con- 
tinues the hiftory of the Gothic war from the fifth to the fifteenth year of 
Juftinian. As the events are lefs interefting than in the former period, be 
•Hots only half th|<>f|>a6e to double the time. Jomandes, and the Chronicle 
of M«rccUinu«,7;4fford fonae collateral hints. Sigonius, Pagi^ Muratoil, 
Mafcou, and Dc Euat, are ufeful, and have been ufed. 
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of Uraias j and the death of that virtuous patriot ^ h a p. 
excited the indignation of a free people. A bold v^^-v-*-^ 
afTaffin executed their fentence^ by ftriking off the 
head of Hildibald in the midft of a banquet: the 
Rugians, a foreign tribe, affumed the privilege of 
eledion ; and Totila, the nephew of the late king^ 
was tempted, by revenge, to deliver himfelf and 
the garrifon of TrevigO into the hands of the Ro- 
mans. But the gallant and accoitiplifhed youth 
was eafily perfuaded to prefer the Gothic throne 
before the fervice of Juftinian ; and as foon as the 
palace of Pavia had^be^n purified from the Rugiaa 
ufurper, he reviewed the national force of five 
thoufand foldiers, and- generoufly undertook the 
reftoration of the kingdom of Italy. 

The fucceffors of Belifarius, eleven generals of viaorfes of 
equal rank, neglefted to crufii the feeble and dif- ^ntiVy^"^ 
united Goths, till they were roufed to adtion by a. d. 
the progrefs of Totila and the reproaches of Jufti-^ 
nian. The gates of Verona were fecretly opened 
to Artabazus, at the head of one hundred Perfians 
in the fervice of the empire. The Goths fled 
from the city. At the diftance of fixty furlongs 
the Roman generals halted to regulate the divifion 
of the fpoil. While they difputed, the enemy dif* 
covered the real number of the viftors : the Per- 
fians were inftantly overpowered, and it was by 
leaping from the wall that Artabazus preferved a 
life which he loft in a few days by the lance of a 
Barbarian, whp had defied him to finale combat* 
Twenty thoufand Romans encountered the forces 
of Totila, near Faenza, and on the bills of Mu- 
gello, of the Florentine territory. The ardour of 

. . A a a fr<eed- * 
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CHAP, freedtnen, who fought to regain their country, wa» 
oppofed to the languid temper of mercenary 
troops, who were even deftitute of thie merits of 
ftrong and well-dircipHned fervitude. On the firft 
attack they abandoned their enfigns, threw down 
their arms, and difperfed on all fides with an ad:ive 
fpeed, which abated the lofs, whilft it aggravated 
the Ihame, of their defeat. The king of the Goths 
who blufhed for the bafenefs of his enemies, pur- 
fued with rapid fteps the path of honour and 
vidory. Totila pafTed the Po, traverfed the 
Apennine, fufpended the imjJbrtant conqueft of 
Ravenna, Florence, and Rome, and marched 
through the heart of Italy, to form the fiege, or 
rather blockade, of Naples. The Roman chiefs^ 
imprifoned in their refpeftive cities, and accufing 
each other of the common difgrace, did not prc- 
fume to difturb his enterprife. But the emperor, 
alarmed by the diftrefs and danger of his Italian 
conquefts, difpatched to the relief of Naples a fleet 
of gallies and a body of Thracian and Armenian 
foldiers. They landed in Sicily, which yielded its 
copious (lores of provifions ; but the delays of the 
new commander, an unwarlike magiftrate, pro- 
traded the fufFerings of the befieged ; and the 
fucGours, which he dropt with a timid and tardy 
hand, were fucceflively intercepted by the aoned 
veffels ftationed by Totila in the bay of Naples. 
The principal officer of the Romans was dra^^^d, 
with a rope round his neck, to the foot of Ae 
wall, from whence, with a trembling voice, he 
exhorted the citizens to implore, like himfelf, the 
mercy of the conqueror. They lequefted a truce, 

* . with 
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with a promife of furrendering the city, if no eff^c- en ap. 
tual relief fhould appear at the end of thirty days, ^ .^^.r^ 
Iniftead of ene month, the audacious Barbariaa 
granted them tiree, in the juft confidence that 
famine would anticipate the term of theif capitu- 
lation. After the reduftion of Naples and Cumad, 
the provinces of Lucania, Apulia, and Calabria, 
fubmitted to the king of the Goths. Totila led 
his army to the gates of Rome, pitched his cam|> 
at Tibur, or Tivoli, within twenty miles of the 
capital, and calmly exhorted the fenate smd people 
to compare the tyranny of the Greeks with the 
bleflings of the Gothic reign. 

.The rapid fucoefs of Totila may be partly contraHof 
afcribed to the'tevolution which three years' expe- virtue. 
rience had produced in the fentiments of the Ita- 
lians. At the command, or at leaft in the nam^, 
of a Catholic emperor, the pope % their fpirituiil 
father, had been torn from the Roman church, 
and either Uarved or murdered on a defolate ifland *• 
The virtues of Belifarius were replaced by the va- 
rious or uniform vices of eleven chiefs, at Rome, 
Ravenna, Florence, Perugia, Spoleto, &c. who 
abufed their authority for the indulgence of luft 
or avarice. The improvement of the revenue 
was committed to Alexander, a fubtle fcribe, long 



7 Syivcrlus, bidiop of Rome, was fit ft tranfported to Patara, in Lycia, 
and at length ftarved (fub eorum cuOodi^ inedia confedus) in theide of Pal- 
inaria, A. D. 538> June 20 (Liberal, in Brevlar. c* 2.%> AnafiaCius, in 
Sylverio. Baronius, A. D. 540. Nc. 2» 3. Pagi, in Vit. Ppnt. torn. i. p. 2851 
»86.}* Procopius (Anecdot. c. i.) accufes only the cmprefg and Antonina. 

8 Pj^lmaria, a fmaU iflaad, oppofite to Tarracina and the coaftof the 
ypU'ci (Cluvcr. Ital* Antiq. 1« iiL c. 7* p.']Or40« 

•? • • • 
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^ xmi**' P^^if^d 5^ the fraud and oppreffion of the Byzan- 
tine fchools ; and whofe name of PfaUiilion^ the 
fciffars % was drawn from the dextrous artifice with 
which he reduced the fize, without defacing the 
figure, of the gold coin. Inftead of expeding the 
reftoration of peace and induftry, he impofed an 
heavy affeffment on the fortunes of the Italians* 
Yet his prefent or future demands were lefs odious 
than a profecution of arbitrary rigour againft the 
perfons and property of all thofe, who, under the 
Gothic kings, had been concerned in the receipt 
and expenditure of the public money. The fub- 
jefts of Juftinian, who efcaped thefe partial vexa- 
tions, were opprefled by the irregular maintenance 
of the foldiers, whom Alexander defrauded and 
defpifed ; and their hafty fallies in quefl: of wealth, 
or fubfiftence, provoked the inhabitants of the 
coiintry to await or implore their deliverance from 
the virtues of a Barbarian, Totila '* was chafte 
and temperate; and none were deceived, either 
friends or enemies, who depended on his faith or 
|iis clemencyf To the hufbandmen of Italy the 
Gothic king iffued a welcome proclamation, en- 
joining them to purfue their important labours, 
and to reft affured, that, on the payment of the or- 
dinary ta^es, they fhould be defended by his va- 
lour and difcipline from the injuries of war. Th« 

9 As the Logotbete Alex&ncler> and moft of his civil and miUtary ccl- 
leagues, were either difgraced or deCpifed, the ink of the Anecdotes (c 4^ j. 
j8 ) is fcarcely blacker than that of the Gothic Hiftory (1. iii. c i. 3, 4. 9* 
^O, ^T) &c.)- 

10 Procopius (l.iii. c. 2. 8, &c.) does ample and willing Jufiice tp the 
merit of Totila. The Roman hiftorians, from Salluft and TacUus, wcr« 
liappy to forgef thf vice| of their touotrymcti in tht contemplation oC fiar* 
b^ virtue. 

ftrong 
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ftrong towns he fucceflively attacked ; and as foon chap. 
as they had yielded to his arms, he demoliihed the 
fortifications ; to fave the people from the calami- 
ties of a future fiege, to deprive the Romans of 
the arts of defence, and to decide the tedious quar- 
rel of the two nations, by an equal and honourable 
conflidl in the field of battle. The Roman captives 
and deferters were tempted to enlift in the fervice 
of a liberal and courteous adverfary; the flaves 
were attrafted by the firm and faithful promife, that 
they ihould never be delivered to their matters } 
and from the thouland warriors of Pavia, a new 
people, under the fame appellation of Goths, was 
infenfibly formed in the camp of Totila. He 
fincerely accompliflied the articles of capitulation, 
without feeking or accepting any finifter advantage 
from ambiguous expreflions or unforefeen events: 
the garrifon of Naples had ftipula ted, that they (hould 
be tranfported by fea ; the obftinacy of the winds 
prevented their voyage, but they were generoufly 
fupplied with horfes, provifions, and a fafe-conduft 
to the gates of Rome. The wives of the fenators, 
who had been furprifed in the villas of Campania, 
were reftored, without a ranfom, to their hufbands ; 
the violation of female chaftity was inexorably 
chaftifed with death ; and, in the falutary regula- 
tion of the diet of the famifted Neapolitans, the 
conqueror aflumed the office of an humane and 
attentive phyfician. The virtues of Totila are 
equally laudable, whether they proceeded from 
true policy, religious principle^ or the inftinft of 
humanity : he often harangued his troops ; and it 
was his conftant theme, that national vice and ruiii 
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are mfepSirably connefted ; that viftory k the ftiiil 
of moral as ^i^ell as militiiry virtue ; &nd th&t (hi 
prince, and eveti the people, are refpoilfifete for 
the crimes which they negle£): to ptanifli. 

The return of Belifarius to f^ve thd ebufttfy 
ofBciifaiius which he had fubdued, was prefled with equal 
A . D. vehemence by his friends and enemies ; and the 
Gothic war was impofed as a truft or an exile on 
the veteran commander. An hero on the banks 
of the Euphrates, a flave in the palace of Cohftan, 
tinople, be accepted, with reludance, the painful 
tafk of fupporting his own reputation, and retriev- 
ing the faults of his fucceflbrs. The fea wais open 
to the Romans : the Ihips and foldiers were af- 
fembled at Salona, near the palace of Dioctetfail f 
he refrelhed and reviewed his, troops at Pola in 
Iftria, cgfifted round the head of the jiadriatic, 
' ctitered the port of Ravenna, and difpatched orders 
rather than ftippHes, to the fubordinate cities, ttis 
firft public oration was addrefled to the Goths and 
Romans, In the name of the emperor, who had 
fufpended for a while the conqueft of Perfia, and 
liftened to the prayers of his Itah'an fubjefts. He 
gently touched on the caufes and the authors of 
the recent dif^fters ; driving to remove the fear of 
punifhmeut for the part, and the hope of impunity 
.for the future, and labouring, with more zeaj 
than fuccefs, to unite all the members of his go- 
vernment in a firm league of affeftion and obe- 
dience. Juftinian, his gracious mafter, was ili- 
flined to pardon ^nd reward ; and it was their in-* 
tereft, is well as duty, to reclaim their deluded 
* » 3 brethren! 
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brethten, who had been ftduced by the arts of the ^ ^^^^^ *"• 
ufarpbt. Not a man was tempted tOi defett th6 
ftandafd of the Gothic king, Belifatius foofl dif- 
coVered, that he Ivas fent to remain the idle and 
impotent fpeftator of the glory of a yon&g Barba^ 
rian { and his oWn epiftle exhibits a genuine and 
lively piSiare of. the diftrefs of a n6b}e ifiidd^ 
" Moft excellent prince^ we Bte arrived in Italj^^ 
" deftitute of all the necefTary implements of war^ 
*' men, horfes, arms^ and money. In our Mk 
" circuit through the tillages of Thrace and lUyti* 
" cumj Ire have collefted, with extreme difficulty^ 
^' abo€t four thoufand recruits, naked, and utii> 
*^ ikilled in the ufe of \;treapons and the estercifes ^ 
*' the camp. The foldiers already ftatioHed iti 
*' the province are difcontentcd, fearful^ and <Mil 
" maytd j at the ftyiSmd of an enemy^ they dff. 
^^ mifs their horfes, and caft their arms oil th^ 
** ground. No taices caA be raifed, fiftce Italy h 
^^ in the hands of the Barbarians ; the failure of 
** payment has deprived us of the right or corti* 
<^ m^d, or dvea of admonkicMi. Be afiUt-ed, 
** dread fit, that the greater p^t ^f yoiir troopt 
"have ali^ady deferted to the Goths. If the iWfr 
** could be atchieved by the prefence ^f Belik* 
" rius iilone, ydur wiflies afe fatisfied j B&lifatitils 
" is in the midft of Italy. But if ^ydti defire f4 
^« tonqaer, far other prepftratiot» are f 6quifif* : 
*< without a miHtaty fc^cej the tilte df ganei^l h 
** an empty name. It would be expedient to 
^' reftore to my fervice my own veterans and dotaief- 
♦* tic guards. Before I can take the field, I mufl 
ff receive an adequate fupply pf light and heavy 

" armed 
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" armed troops ; and it is only with ready money 
that you can procure the indifpenfible aid of a 
powerful body of the cavalry of the Huns ".*' An 
officer in whomBelifarius confided was fent from Ra* 
venna to haften and condud the fuccours ; but the 
mefTage was negleded, and the mefienger was detain- 
ed at Conftantinople by an advantageous marriage. 
After his patience had been exbaufled by delay and 
difappointment, the Roman general repaflfed the 
Hadriatic, and expefted at Dyrrachium the arrival 
of the troops, which were flowly affembled among 
the fttbjefls and allies of the empire. His powers 
were ftill inadequate to the deliverance of Rome, 
which was clofely befieged by the Gothic king. 
The Appian way, a march of forty days, was 
covered by the Barbarians ; and as the prudence of 
Belif^rius declined a battle, he preferred the fafe 
and fpeedy navigation of five days from the coaft 
of Epirus to the mouth of the Tyber. 

After reducing, by force or treaty, the towns 
of inferior note in the midland provinces of Italy, 
Totila proceeded, not to aflfault, ^ but to encom- 
pafs and ftarve, the ancient capital. Rome was 
afflifted by the avarice, and guarded by the valour, 
of Beffas, a veteran chief of Gothic extraSion, who 
filled, with a garrifon of three thoufand foldiers, 
the ipacious circle of her venerable walls. From 
the diftrefs of the people he extraded a profitable 
trade, and fecretly rejoiced in the icontinuance of 



XI Procoplasy 1. lij. c, Z2. The foul of an hero is deeply imprefledon 
the letter -, nor can we confound fuch genuine and original afts with Cb» 
elaborate and often empty fpeecbes of the Byzantine hlftorians* 

the 
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t|ie fiege. It was for his ufe that the granaries had c h a p- 
been replenilhed ; the charity of Pope Vigilius had 
purchafed and embarked an ample fupply of Sici- 
lian corn ; but the veflels which cfcaped the Bar- 
barians were feized by a rapacious governor, who 
imparted a fcanty fuftenance to the foldiers, and 
fold the remainder to the wealthy Romans. The 
ffiedimnus, or fifth part of the quarter of wheat^V 
was exchanged for feven pieces of gold; fifty 
pieces were given for an ox,' a rare and accidental 
prize ; the progrefs of famine enhanced this exor« 
bitant value, and the mercenaries were tempted to 
deprive themfelves of the allowance which wias 
fcarcely fufScient for the fupport of life. A tafte- 
lefs and unwholefome mixture, in which the bran 
thrice exceeded the quantity of flour, appeafed the 
hunger of the poor : they were gradually reduced 
io feed on dead horfes, dogs, cats, and mke, and 
eagerly to fnatch the grafs, and even the nettles 
which grew among the ruins of the city. A crowd 
of fpeftres, pale and emaciated, their bodies op- 
prefled with difeafe, and their minds with defpair, 
furrounded the palace of the governor, urged, 
vvith unavailing truth, that it was the duty of a 
mafter to maintain his flaves, and humbly re- 
quefted, that he would provide for their fubfiftence, 
permit their flight, or command their immediate 
^i^ecutidn. Beflas replied, with unfeeling tranquil- 
lity, that it was impoflible to feed, unfafe to dif- 
mifs, and unlawful to kill, the fubjefts of the em- 
peror. Yet the example of a private citizen might 
have Ibewn his countrymen that a tyrant cannot 
withhold the privilege of death. Pierced by the 

t cries 
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CHAP, cries of five children, who vainly calfed oft tbe&? 

Iff IfT r 

^-^-w^ father for bread, he ordered them to follow his fteps, 
advanced with calm and filent defpair to one of 
the bridges of the Tyber, and, covering his facd^ 
threw himfelf headlong into the ftreamj in the pre- 
fence of his family and the Roman people* To 
the rich and pufillanimous, Beffas " fold the per- 
miffion of departure ; but the greateft part of tbn 
fugitives expired on the public highways, or were 
intercepted by the flying parties of Barbarians. Itt 
*th€ meanwhile, the artful governor foothed the 
difcontent, and revived the hopes, of the Romans, 
by the vague reports of the fleets and armies which 
yere haftening to their relief from the extretnitiel 
oftheEaftr They derived more rational comfort 
from the aflurance that Belifarius had landed at the 
fort; and, without numbering his forces, they 
firmly relied on the humanity, the courage, and the 
Ikill of their great deliverer. 

Attempt of The forefight of Totila had raifed obftacJeS 
worthy of fuch an antagonift. Ninety furlongs 
below the city, in the narroweft part of the rivet, 
he joined the two banks by ftrong and .foM 
timbers in the form of a bridge ; on which h^ 
erefted two lofty towers, manned by the braveft df 
his Goths, and profufely ftored with miflile wea» 



?a The avarice of Beflas is not diflTembled by Procopins (1. iii. c 17. iO.). 
He expiated the lofs of Rome by the g|orioQs conqueft of Petraea (Goth. 1. ty.- 
c. iz.) : but the fame vices followed him from the Tyber to the Phafis 
(c. i3<) > ^^^ t^^ hiflorian is equally true to the merits and defers of his 
charafler. The chadifement which the.autlior of the roroance «f Bdijtire 
has inflicted on th^ opprenbv of Rome is mpre agreeable to juftice than to 
lildory* 
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pons and engines of offence* The approach of chap. 
the bridge and towers was covered by a ftrong and 
malTy c^ain of iron ; and the chain, at either end, 
Qn the oppofite fides of the Tyber, was defended 
by a numerous and chofen detachment of archers. 
But the enterprife of forcing thefe barriers, and 
relieving the capital, difplays a ihining example of 
the boldnefs and con^ud: of Belifarius. His ca« 
valry advanced from the port along the public 
road, to awe the motions, and diflra^l the attention, 
of the enemy. His infantry and provifions were 
diftributed in two hundred large boats ; and each 
boat was fliielded by an high rampart of thick planks, 
pierced with many fmall holes for the difcharge 
of miffile weapons. In the front, two large yeffels 
were linked together to fuftain a floating caftle, 
which commanded the towers of the bridge, and 
contained a magazine of fire, fulphur, and bitu- 
men. The whole fleet, which the general led ift 
perfon, was laborioufly moved againfl the current 
of the river. The chain yielded to their weight, 
and the enemies who guarded the banks were either 
flain or fcattered. As foon as they touched the 
principal barrier, the fire (hip was inftantiy grap- 
pled to the bridge ; one of the towers with two 
hundred Goths, was confumed by the flames j 
the affailants fliouted viftory ; and Rome wa» 
laved, if the wifdom of Belifarius had not beea 
^defeated by the mifconduj^ of his officers. He had 
previoufly fent orders to Beffas to fecond his ope- 
rations by a timely fally from the town- ; and he 
had fixed his lieutenant, Ifaac, by a peremptory 
xommaad, to the ftation of the port. But avarice 

\ ' ' ' tendeted 
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CHAP, rendered Beflas immoveable ; while the youthful 
ardour of Ifaac delivered him into the hands of a 
fuperior enemy. The exaggerated rumour of his 
d^at was haftily carried to the ear$ of Belifarius r 
he paufed ^ betrayed in that fingle moment of his 
fife feme emotions of furprife and perplexity ; and 
reluftantly founded a retreat to lave his wife Anto- 
nina^ his treafures, and the only harbour which 
he pofleffed on the Tufcan coaft. The vexation 
of his mind produced an ardent and almofl: mortal 
fever j and Rome was left without proteftion to 
the mercy or indignation of Totila. The con- 
tinuance of hoftilities had embittered the national 
hatred, the Arian clergy was ignominioufly driven 
from Rome i Pelagius, the archdeacon, returned 
without fuccefs from an ^nbaffy to the Gothic 
camp ; and a Sicilian biihop, the envoy or nuncio 
of the pope, 5vas deprived of both his hands, for 
daring to utter falfehoods in the fervice of the 
church and flate* 
y^^ Famine had relaxed the ftrength and difcipline 

taken b]r of the garrifon of Rome. They could derive no 

ttoe Goths, «- o i r • r 

A.D. 546, enectual fervice from a dying people; and the 
'^* inhuman avarice of the merchant at length ab- 
forbcd the vigilance of the governor. Four Ifau- 
rian centinels, while their companions flept, and 
their officers were abfent, defcendedby a rope from 
the wall, and fecretly propofed to the Gothic king 
to introduce his troops into the city. The offei; 
was entertained with coldnefs and fufpicicm ; they 
returned in fafety ; they twice repeated their vifit|^ 
the place was twice examined ; the confpiracy wa* 
known and difregarded ^ and no fooner had Totila 

8 con* 
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confented to the attempt, than they unbarred the 
Afinarian gate, and gave admittance to the Goths. 
Till the dawn of day they baked in order of battle, 
apprehenfive of treachery or ambufli ; but the 
troops of Beflas, with their leader, had already 
efcaped ; and when the king was preflfed to difturb 
their retreat, he prudently replied, that no fight 
could be more grateful than that of a flying enemy. 
The patricians, who were ftill pofleffcd of horfes, 
Decius, Bafilius, &c. accompanied the governor ; 
their brethren, among whom Olybrius, Oreftes, 
and Maximus, are named by the hiftorian, took 
refuge in the church of St. Peter ; but the afler- 
tion, that only five hundred perfons remained in 
the capital, infpires fome doubt of the fidelity either 
of his narrative or of bis text. As foon as day- 
light had difplayed the entird viftory of the Goths, 
their monarch devoutly vifited the tomb of the 
prince of the apoftles ; but while he prayed at the 
altar, twenty-five foldiers, and fixty citizens, were 
put to the fword in the veftibule of the temple. 
The archdeacon Pelagius *' flood before him with 
tbe gofpels in his band. ^* O Lord, be merci- 
*' ful .to your fervant." " Pelagius,** faid Totila 
with an infulting fmile, " your pride now conde* 
*' fcends to become a fuppliant." "I^m a fuppliant," 
replied the prudent archdeacon.; '^ God has now 
^^ made us your fubjeds, and as your fubjeds, 

<} During the long exile, and after the death of Vigllius, the Roman 
church was gQvemed» at firft by the archdeacon, and at length ( A. D. 555-) 
by the pope Felagiusy who was not thought guiltkfa of the fufferings of hit 
predecefTor. See the original lives of the popes under the name oi Anafta* 
fitit (Muratorij Script. Rer. Italicarum* tom.ili. P. i. p. 130, 131 )» who 
relates fevenU curioua incidents of the fieges of Rome and the. wars -of 
Italy, 
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<^ H A p. «^ we are entitled to yowr clemency ,?^ At hi< 
humble prayer, the lives of the llomans were 
fpared ^ ai|d the chafttty of the maids and matrons 
was preferyed inviolate from the paffions of the 
hungry foldiers* But they were rewarded by the 
fre^doip of pillage, after the moft precious fpoils 
had been referved for the royal treafury. The 
boufes of the fenatprs were plentifully ftored with 
gold and filver ; and the avarice of Beflas had 
Ifiboured with fb much guilt and fliame for the 
bibnefic of the coriqucror. In this revolution, the 
fons and daughters of Roman confuls tafted the 
mifery which they had fpurned or relieved, wan- 
dered in tattered garments through the ftreets of 
the city, and begged their bread, perhaps without 
fuccefs, before the gates of their hereditary man- 
fions. The riches of Rufticiana, the daughter af 
Symmachus and widow of Boethius, had been 
generoufly devoted to alleviate the calamities of 
famine. But the Barbarians were exafperated by 
the report, that (be had prompted the people to 
overthrow the ftatues of the great Theodoric } and 
the life of that venerable matron would have beca 
iacrificed to his memory, if Totila had not 
refpefted her birth, her virtues, and even the pious 
motive of her revenge. The next day he pro* 
nounced two oratipns, to congratulate and admo^ 
;ii(h his viaorious Goths, and to reproach the 
fenate, as the vileft of Haves, with their perjury, 
folly, and ingratitude 5 ft^rnly decUrmg, that thmf 
^ftatfis and hoaours were juftly forfeited to the com^ 
panions of his ^rms. Yet he confented to forgif* 
their revolt, md 0^ feoators repaid his demesc^ 
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by iitfpatehing circular letters to their tenants and chap. 
vaflfals in the provinces of Italy, ftri£lly to enjoin -_,-^-0* 
tbem to defert the ftandard of the Greeks, to cul- 
tivate thdr lamls in peace, and to learn from their 
makers the .duty of obedience to a Gothic fove- 
reign. Againft the city which had fo long delayed 
the courfe of his victories he appeared inexorable : 
one*third of the walls, in different parts, were de- 
moli(bed by his command ; fire and engines pre* 
pared to confume or fubvert the moft ftately works 
of antiquity : and the world was aftonifhed by the 
fatal decree, that Rome (bould be changed into a 
pafture &>r cattle. The firm and temperate re« 
manltrance of Belifarius fufpended the execution | 
he warned the Barbarian not to fully his fame by thf 
ddlrudion <^ thofe monuments which were the 
glory of the dead, and the delight of the living | 
and Totila was perfuaded by the advice of an one^ 
tny^ to preferve Rome as the ornament of hi$ 
kingdom, or the faireft pledge of peace and recon^ 
ciliation. When he had fignified to the ambafla* 
dors of Bt^lifarius, his intention of fparing the city, 
he ftationed an army at the diftance of one hundred 
and twenty furlongs, to obferve the motions of the 
Roman general. With the remainder of his forces, 
he marched into Lucania and Apulia, and occupied 
on the fummit of mount Garganus '^ one of the 

14 Mount Garganus, now Monte St. Angelo, in the k'ngdom of Maples^ 
runs three hundred Qadia inro the Adriacic fea (strab. 1. vi. p. 436.S and 
in the darker ages was siiluftrated by the apparition, miracles, and church 
of St. Michael the lorchangel. Horace, a native of Apulia or Lucania, had 
fcen the tlms and oaiu of Garganus Ubonring and bellowing with the north 
vriod that blew on that Itfly coaft (Carm. ii. 9. Epift. il f. tot ). 
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THE DECLINE AND FALL^ 

camp of Hannibal '% The febatbrs were dragged 
in his tram, and afterwards confined in the fortrefles 
of Campania: the citizens, with their wives and 
children, were difperfed in exile ; and during forty 
days Rome was abandoned to defolate and dreary 
folitude *•. 

The lofs of Rome was fpeedily retrieved by an 
a£lion, to which, according to the event, the public 
opinion would apply the names of raflmefs or he<» 
roifm. After the departure of Totila, the Roman 
general fallied from the port at the head of a thou- 
fand horfe, cut in pieces the enemy who oppofed 
bis progrefs, and vifited with pity and reverence 
the vacant fpace of the eternal city. Refolved to 
maintain a ftation fo confpicuous in the eyes of 
toankind, he fummoned the greateft part of his 
troops to the flandard which he ere^ed oii the 
Capitol : the old inhabitants were recalled by the 
love of their country and the hopes of food ; and 
the keys of Rome w^e fent a fecond time to the 
emperor Juftinian. The walls, as far as they had 
been demoliflied by the Goths, were repaired with 
rude and difTimilar materials} the ditch wsts reftored; 



'5 I cannot afcertain this partict^lar eanrp of HannHial 3 but the Pohic 
quarters were long and oiteo in the neighbourhood of Arpi (T. Liv. xxii. 
9. II. xxiv. I, Sec), 

x^ Totila V * • * I^omam irgreditiir ... • ac everrit muros domos 
aliquantas igni coinbuiens, ac oinncs Romanorum res in pnHam accepit, 
hos ipfos Komanos in Campaniani captives abduxic. Poit quam devail*- 
tlonem, "xl aut ampiius dies, Roma fuit iu ^tfolata, lit nemo ibihominumi 
nifi (nu/U ?J bcOia* niorarcntur (Marctllin. ii^ Cbroa 'P* 54* )• 
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iron fjnkes*^ were profufely folttercd ih the high-' chap.* 
ways to annoy the feet of the horfes; and as 
new gates could not fuddenly be procured, the 
entrance was guarded by a Spartan rampart tif hts 
braveft foldiers. At the expiration of twenty-five 
days, Totila returned by hafty marches from Apu- 
lia, to avenge the injury and difgrace. Belifarius 
expefted his approach. The Goths were thrice 
repulfed in three general aflaults; they loft the 
flower of their trooj)S ; the royal ftandard had al- 
moil feUen into the hands of the enemy, and the 
fame of Todla funk, as it had rifen, with the 
fortune of his arms. Whatever (kill and courage 
could atchieve, had been perfor,med by the Ro- 
man general : it remained only, that Juftinian 
ihould terminate, by a ftrong and feafonable ef» 
fort, the war which he had ambitioufly under^* 
taken. The indolence, perhaps the impotence, of 
a prince who defpifed his enemies, and envied his 
fervants, protracted the calamities of Italy. After «' 
a long iilence, Belifarius was commanded to leave 
a fuffident garrifon at Rome, and to tranfpoft 
himfelf into the province of Lucanta, whofe inha- 
bitant$, inflamed by Catholic zeal, had cad away 
the yoke of their Arian conquerors. In this 
ignoble warfare, the hero^ invincible againft the 
power of the Barbarians, was bafely vanquiflied by 
the delay, the difobedience, and the cowardice of 

17 The trihtt/i are fmill engines with four fpikes, one fixed in the ground, 
the three otliersered or ad^erfe (Procopius^ Gothic L iii.'c. £4.Ju(l. Lipfius, 
PotiorcetftfVf L v. c. 3.)* The metaphor was borrov^ed from the tribuli 
(land-caltrops) 9 an herb ^ftdth a prickly fruit common in Italy (Man in, ad 
Virgil, Gcorgic.i, 153. vol/U* p« 33')' 
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his own officers* He repofed ia his wiotc^-quar- 

ters of Crotona, in the full aflurancey that the two 

paffes of the I^ucanian hills were guarded by his 

cavalry. They were betrayed by treachery or 

weaknefs; and the rapid march of the Goths 

fcarccly allowed time for the efcape of Belifarius to. 

the coaft of Sicily. At length a fleet and army were 

aflembled for the relief of Rufcianumy or Rof- 

feno '% a fortrefs fixty furlongs from the ruins of 

Sybaris, where the nobles of Lucania had taken 

refuge. In the firft attempt, the Roman forces 

were diffipated by a ftorm. In the kcojxd they 

approached the fhore ; but they faw the hills covered 

with archers, the landing-place defended by a 

line of fpears, and the king of the Goths impatient 

for battle^ The conqueror of Italy retired with 

a iigh, and continued to hnguifh, inglorious and 

inadive, till Antonina, who had been fent to Con- 

ftantinople to folicit fuccours, obtained, after the 

death of the emprefs, the permiifion of his return* 

The five lad campaigns of Belifarius might abate 
the envy of his competitors, whofe eyes had been 
dazzled and wounded by the blaze of his former 
glory. Inftead of delivering Italy from the Goths, 
he had wandered like a fugitive along the coaft^ 
without daring to march into the country, or to 
accept the bold and repeated challenge of Totila. 
Tet in the judgment of the few who could dttcri- 

<* Rufcia, the navale Tbunerumy was transfecred to the d ftanoe of fixtf 
ftadia to Rufcianuniy RcfTino, an arcbbidiopdc witfaoot futtR^gim^ Tlw 
rt public ot Sybaiis is now the eflate of tbe duke of Cor%liano (JUodcfely 

TtaYtls into Magna Crxcift and Sicily^ p. t^ft^iyi.)* •. 
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0)inate counfels from events, and compare the in* c h a p. 



(Iruments with the execution, he appeared a more 
confummate mafter of the art of war, than in the 
feafon of his profperity, when he prefented two 
captive kings before the throne of Juftinian. The 
valour of Belifarius was not chilled by age; his 
prudence was matured by experience, but the mo- 
ral virtues of humanity and juftice feem to have 
yielded to the hard neceffity of the times. The 
parfimony or poverty of the Emperor compelled 
bim to deviate from the rule of conduct which had 
deferved the love and confidence of the Italians* 
The war was maintained by the oppreffion of Ra- 
venna, Sicily, and all the faithful fubje3s of the 
empire ; and the rigorous profecution of Herodiaa 
provoked that injured or guilty officer to deliver 
Spoleto into the hands of the enemy. The avarice 
of Antonina, which had been fometimes diverted 
by love, now reigned without a rival in her breaft. 
BeHfarius himfelf had always underftood, that 
riches, in a corrupt age, are the fupport and orna- 
ment of perfonal merit. And it cannot be pre- 
fumed that he ihould ftain his honour for the public 
fervice, without applying a part of the fpoil to his 
private emolument. The hero had efcaped the 
fw.ord of the Barbarians, but the dagger of con- 
fpijacy'f awaited his return. In the midft of 
wealth and honours, Artaban, who had chaftifed 
the African tyrant, complained of the ingratitude 
of courts. He afpired to PraejcAa, the «mpe- 

>9 This confpiracy is: related by Procopius (Gothic. 1. lii. c 3I9 32.) with 
^•b froedom and «»mlottr> that the liberty <»f tfoe Anofd^i^ft ^rves him no- 
thing to add. 
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CHAP, ror's Biece, who wiOied to reward her deliverer i 

• XLlII " • 

but the impediment of his previous marriage was 
lUfii^rtfd by the piety of Theodora. The pride of 
royal defcent was irritated by flattery ; and the fi^r- 
yice in which he gloried, had proved him capable 
of bold and fanguinary deeds. The death of Jufti* 
nian was refolved, but the confpirators delayed 
the executicm till they could furprife 3elifarius 
difarmed, and naked, in the palace of Conftan* 
tinople* Not a hope could be entertained of (bak- 
ing his long-tried fidelity i and they juftly dreaded 
the revenge, or rather jutlice, of the veteran ge- 
neral, who might fpeedlly afTemble an army in 
Thrape to punifli the aflailins, and perhaps to en- 
joy the ^uits of their crime. Delay afforded tim^ 
for raih coQimunications and honeft confeiliom; 
<Artaban and his accomplices were condenmed by 
the fenate, but the extreme clemency of Juftinian 
detamed them in the gentle confinement of the 
palace, till he pardoned their flagitious attempt 
againfl his throne and life* If the emperor for^ 
gave his enemies, he mufl: cordially emb|ace a 
friend whofe vidories were alone remembered, and 
who was endeared to his prince by the recept circum- 
ftance of their common danger. Belifariu^ repofed 
from his toils, in the high ftatioQ of general of 
the Eafl; and coqnt of the domefl:|cs; apd the older 
confuls and patrician$ refpeflfuHy yielde4 the pre- 
cedency of ran^ to the peerlefs merit pf |fae firft 
of the Romans **", The firft pf tbf RpCWUS ftiU 

ftb. 

*o The honours of Bdiftrius are gladly cominemoRite^ by bi« lecretny 
^(>roco|>. Goth. I'uu c. 35. L tv« c. >!.}• TbP ^tl( pf SrpriiXK i$ iU 
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fubmitted to be the Have of his wife ; but the chap. 
fervitude of habit and affection became lefs dif- y.,^^*^ 
graceful when the death of Theodora had removed 
the bafer influence of fear. Joannina thcu* daugh* 
ter, and the fole heirefs of their fortunes, was 
betrothed to AnaftaHus the grandfon, or rather . 
the nephew, of the emprefs**, whofe kind inter- 
pofition forwarded the confummation of their 
youthful loves. But the power of Theodora ex- 
pired, the parents of Joannina returned^ and her 
honour, perhaps her happinefs, were facrificed - to 
the revenge of an unfeeling mother, who diflbhred 
the imperfefl nuptials before they had been ratified 
by the ceremonies of the church **. 

Before the departure of Belifarius, Perufia was Rome again 
beileged, and few cities were impregnable to the- cochs/^ ^ 
Gothic arms. Ravenna, Ancona, and Crotpna^ a. 0.549. 
ilili refided the Barbarians ; and when Totila aiked 

trdnflated, at leaft in this Saftanccy by prsfedns prstorlo ; and to a mllitKy 
cbara^er, magider milltum is more proper and applicable (Ducange^ Gloif. 
Grac. p* 145S, 1459.) 

*f Alemannus (ad Hid. Arcanam, p*6S.);, Ducange (FamiltJe Byannt. 
p. 980» an<i Heineccius (Hift. Juris Ctvilis, p. 434. )» all tkiree reprefent 
Anailaiius as the Ton of the daughterof Theodora j and their opinion firmly 
repofcs on the unambiguous tedimony of Procopius (Anecdot. c. 4, 5.— 
.^oyarpiJoi twice repeated). And yet 1 will remark, t. That, it) tHeyetf 
547, Theodora could fcarceiy hare a grandfon of the age of puberty ; 2. That 
we are totally ingorant of this daughter and her huiband ; and, 3. That 
Theodora concealed herbaftards, and that her grandfon by Juftin^an would 
have been heir apparent of the en^pire, 

** The afM^fxecToe,, or fins, of the herO' in Italy and Bfttr his retiim, 
are manife(ted etva.focKCKih.vTrru^^ and mod probably fwelled, by the author of 
tlie Anecdotes (c. 4, 5.). The defigns of Antonina were favoured by the 
flif Auating jurifprudence of Juftinian. On the law of marriage and divorce, 
that emperor was trocho verfatilior (Heineccius^ Element* Juris Civil, s^ 
Prdincna Pande^. P, iv» No. ajsO* 
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CHAP, in m^age one of the daughters of France, be 
was ftting by uhe juft reproach that the king of 
Italy was Unworthy of h|s title till it was acknow- 
ledged by the Roman people. Three thoufand o£ 
the braved foldiers had been left to defend the 
capital. On the fufpicion of a monopoly, they 
maflacred the governor, and announced to JuftL 
nian, by a deputation of the clergy, that unlefs 
their o&nce was pardoned, and their arrears were 
fetiifi^d, they (bould inftantly accept the tempting 
offers of Totila. But the officer who Ibcceedecji 
to the command (his name was Dipgeoes) dfi»- 
jbrved their efteem and confidence; and the 
Goths, inftead of finding an eafy conqueft, en- 
countered a vigorous refiftance from the foldsera 
and people, m;^ patiently end^red the lofs of t^e 
port, and of all maritime fupplies« T^e fiege of 
Kome would perhaps have been raifed, if the li* 
berality of Totila to the Ifaurians had not en* 
couraged fome of their venal countrymen to copy 
the example of treafon. In a dark night, while 
the Gothic trumpets founded on another fide, they 
fstently opened the gate of St. Paul: the Bar- 
barians rulhed irtto the city ; and the flying gar- 
rifon was intercepted before they could reach the 
harbour of CentumceHae. A foldier trained in 
the fchool of Belifarius, Paul of Cillcia, retired 
with four hundred men to the mole of Hadrian* 
They repelled the Goths ; but they felt the ap« 
^ proach of famine ; and their averfion to the tafte 
of horfe-flefh confirmed their refolution to riik the 
event of a defperate and decifive fally. But their 
Ipirit infenfibly ftooped to the offers of capitula- 

S tion ; 
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tion: they retrieved thrir arrears of pay, and pre* chap, 
iierved tbeir arms and horfea, by enlifting in the 
fervtce of Totila; their, chiefs, who pleaded a 
laudrt>te attachment to their wives and children in 
the Eaft, were difmiflfed with honour ; and above 
four hundred enemies, who had taken refuge in 
the fandluaries, were faved by the clemency of the 
viAon He no longer entenained a wiih of 
deftroying the edifices of Rome ^% which he now 
refpeded as the feat of the Gothic kingdom : the 
fenate and people were reftored to their country ; 
the means of fubfiftence were liberally provided ; 
and Tocila, in the robe of peace, exhibited the 
equeftrian games of the circus. Whilil he amufed 
the eyes of the multitude, four hundred veflfels 
were prepared for the embarkation of his troops* 
The cities of Rhegium and Tarehtum were 
reduced : he pafled into Sicily, the obje& of his 
implacable refentment ; and the ifland was (lrip[)ed 
of its gold and filver, of the fruits of the earth, 
and of an infinite number of horfes, iheep, and 
oxen. Sardinia and Corfica obeyed the fortune 
of Italy ; and the fea coaft' of Greece v^as vifited 
by a fleet of three hundred gallies ^. The Goths 

S3 The Romans ^'cre ftill attached to the monuments of their anceAors ; 
and according to Procopiut (Goth. 1. iv. c.aa.}f the galley of /Bneas, of a 
^ngienmk of oariy a$ feet in breadtli> iso in.Jea|:ti»» was pfefenred entire 
in the ttavafia, near Monte Tellaceo, at the foot of the Aventine (Nardiniy 
Roma Aotica, 1« vil. c. 9. p. 466. Donatus, Roma Antiqua, l.jyf c. 13, 
P* 334-)* But all atotiquity Uij^Dorant of this relic. ^ 

24 in tbefe feasy Procopius^ fearched without fuccefs for the ifle of 
Calypfo. He was (hewn^ a^ Phsacia or Corcyra, the petrified /hip of 
Ulytfet (OdyfT xiti. jSy) i but he found it a recent fabric of many ftones^ 
dedicated by a merchant to Jupiter CafTi us (I.iv. c. 21.)* £uAatbiu8 had 
fuppofed it to be tht fanciful likenefs of a roclc 

were 
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CHAR were landed in Corcyra and the ancient contanent 
v^^^^-^Lr of Epirus } they advanced as far as NicopcUs, the 
trophy of Auguftus, and Dodona *% once famous 
by the oracle of Jove, In every ftep of his vic- 
toriesy the wife Barbarian repeated to Juftiniati his 
defire of peace, applauded the concord of their 
predeceifors, and offered to employ the Gothic 
arms in the fervice of the empire. 
^rK^ Juftinian was deaf to the voice of peace ; but 
juftinUn he neglected th^ profecution of war ; and the indo* 
Gothic war, looce fif his temper difappointed, in fome degree, 
549-^5«« ^^^ obftinacy of his paffions. From this falutary 
ilomber the emperor was awakened by the pope 
Vigilius and the patrician Cethegus, who appeared 
before his throne, and adjured him, in the name 
of God and the people, to refume the conqueft 
^nd deliverance of Italy. In the choice of the 
generals, caprice, as well as judgment, was ibewn. 
A fleet and army failed for the relief of Sicily, 
under the condud of Liberius ; but his want of 
youth and experience were afterwards difcovered, 
and before he touched the (hores of the ifland he 
was overtaken by his fucceffbr. In the place of 
Liberius the confpirator Artaban was taifed frcnn 
a prifon to military honours; in the pious pre- 
fumption, that gratitude would animate his valour 
and fortify his allegiance. Belifarius repofed in 
the ihade of his laurels, but the command of the 



*S M. fTAnville (Memoires de TAcad. torn* xxxtt p. 573—599.) illuf- 
tratcs the gulph of Ambracla; but he cj^nnot tfcertain the fimatioft qf 
Dcdona* A country in fight of Italy fs (efs known than the wiMs <^ 
America. 
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)irmcipal army was referved for Germanus ^, the chap. 
emperor's nephew, whofe rank and merit ha4 
been. long depreffed by the jealoufy of the court, 
Theodora had injured him in the rights of a pri- 
vate citizen, the marriage of his children, and 
the teftament of his brother ; ;^nd although his 
conduA was pure and blamelefs, Juftinian was 
difpleafed that he (hould be thought worthy of . 
the confidence of the malecontents. The life of 
Crermanus was a lefibn of implicit obedience ; he 
fxobly refufed to proftitute his name and charafter 
in the factions of the circus : the gravity of his 
manners was tempered by innocent cheerfulnefs ; 
and his riches were lent without interefl to indi- 
gent or deferving friends. His valour had for- 
merly triumphed over the Sclavonians of the 
Danube and the rebels of Africa : the firft report 
of bis promotion revived the hopes of the Ita- 
lians ; and he was privately aflfured, that a crowd 
of Roman deferters would abandon, on his 
approach, the ftandard of Totila. His fecond 
marriage with Malafontha, the grand-daughter of 
Theodoric, endeared Germanus to the Goths 
themfelves ; and they marched with reludiance 
{tgainft the father of a royal infant, the lall ofF- 
fpring of the line of Amali *^ A fplendid allow- 

»6 See the aftf Qf Gernunu) in the public (Vandal. 1. ii. c. 16, 17^ iS, 
Goth. 1. iii. c. 3Ty 32.) and private hiftoiy (Antrcdot. c. 5.), and thofeof 
|hs fon Jiiftin» in Agatbtas (liv. p/ 130, 131.)* Notwithftanding an ambt- 
^oos e}(preffion of jornandesy «fratri fuo, Aiemannus has proved that he 
yras the foa of the cmperor'9 brother. 

^7 ConJ\ind3 An|c>orum gens cum AmaU ftirpe fpem adhuc utriufque 
|eneri« promittit (Jomande^^ c. 60, p^ 703.). He wrote at Ravenna before 
||)ede^ofT9;i|ju 
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CHAP, ance was affigned by the emperor : the general 
w contributed his private fortune j his two fons were 
popular and active; and he furpafled, in the 
promptitude and fuccefs of his levies, the expe£l* 
ation of mankind. He was permitted to te\t& 
fome fquadrons of Thracian cavalry ; the vete- 
rans, as well as the youth of Conftantinople and 
Europe, engaged their voluntary fervice j and 
as far as the heart of Germany, his fame and 
liberality attra£ted the aid of the Barbarians. The 
Romans advanced to Sardica; an army of Scla^ 
vonians fled before their march; but within two 
days of their final departure, the defigns of Ger- 
manus were terminated by his malady and deaths 
Yet the impulfe which he had given to the Italiaa 
. war ftill continued to a£l with energy and effed* 
The maritime .townsj^ Ancona, Crotona, Cen- 
tumcellae, refifted the affaults of Totila. Sicily 
was reduced by the zeal of Artaban, and the 
Gothic navy was defeated near the coaft of the 
Hadriatic. The two fleets were almoft equal, 
forty-feven to fifty gallies : the vidbory was decided 
by the knowledge and dexterity of the Greeks ; 
but the (hips were fo clofely grappled, that 
only twelve of the Goths efcaped from this 
unfortunate conflift. They affeded to depreciate 
an e^ment in which they were unfkilled, but their 
own experience confirmed the truth of a maxim, 
that the mader of the fea will always acquire the 
dominion of the land **. 

a8 The, third book of Ptocopius is terminated by tlje death of Cermaniit 

(Add. r. iv. c. 23, 24, 25, 26.). • 
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After the lofs of Germanus, the nations were c h a p« 
provoked to fmile, by the ftrange intelligence, »^^^-^ 
that the command of the Roman armies was givea c^araacr 

^ and expedi* 

to an eunuch. But the eunuch Narfes *' is ranked tion of tiie ^ 
among the few who have refcued that unhappy. Na'Ifes, 
name from the contempt and hatred of mankind. ^*^' ss^ 
A feeble diminutive body concealed the foul of 
a flatefman and a warrior. His youth had been 
employed in the management of the loom and 
diftaff, in the cares of the houfehold, and the 
fervice of female luxury » but while his hands, 
were bufy, he fecretly exercifed the faculties of a 
vigorous and difcerning mind. A flranger to the 
fchools and the camp, he ftudied in the palace to 
diflemble, to flatter, and to perfuade ; and as foon 
as he approached the perfon of the emperor, 
Juftinian liflened with furprife and pleafure to the 
manly counfels of his chamberlain and private 
tre^furer ^\ The talents of Karies were tried and 
improved in frequent embaifies ; he led an army 
into Italy, acquired a practical knowledge of the 
vrar and the country, and prefumed to ftrive witk 

^ Procopitti relates the wh«le fcries oi this fecond Gothic war and the 
viQory of Narfes (I. iv. c. fti. a6— 35 )• A fplcndid fcena! Among the 
fix fuhjeds of epic poetry whi^ Taflb revolved hi hU mindy he hefitate^ 
between the coo^uefta of Italy by Belifariua and by Narfes (Hayky*s Worfctj^ 
v0)*lv. p.70.). 

V> The country of Narfes is unknown, fince he mvft not be confounded 
with the Perfarmenian. Frocopius Ayks him (Goch. L ii. e« 23* Cm^Oiimm 
Xp/MBTow Tft/uucK ; Paul Wamefrid (1. ii. c. 3. p* 77^*)> Chanularius : 
Marcellinus adds the name of CabicQlarius*' In an infcriptlon on the 
Sabffian faridge he is entitled £x*confttl, Ixprsepofitusy Cubicoli Patricius 
(Mafc«Uy Hift. of theOermans* 1. ziii. q,%$*). The hiw of Theodofma . 
9gainfl eunuchs was obfolete or abotiOied (Annoution xx.) } hut the 
Aoliih prpphecy of the Rwiaat liibMed ift ivM vig0«r (Procop. Lit. 
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CHAP, the genius of Belifaritis. twdve years after hi* 
return, the emnich was chofen to atchieve the 
canqnell which had been left imperfed; by the firft 
of the Roman generals. Inftead of being dazzled 
by vanity or emulation, he ferioufly declared, that 
nnlefe he were armed with an adequate force, he 
would never confent to rifk his own glory, and 
that of his fovereign. Juftintan granted 'to the 
favourite, what he might have denied to the hero : 
the Gothic war was rekindled from its a(hes, and 
the preparations were not unworthy of the ancient 
majefty of the empire. The key of the public 
treafure was put into his hand, to colleft maga- 
zines, to levy foldiers, to purchafe arms and horfes, 
to difcharge the arrears of pay, and to tempt the 
fidelity of the fugitives and deferters. The troops 
of Germanus were ftill in arms ; they halted at 
Salona in the expectation of a new leader ; and 
legions of fubjefts and allies were created by the 
well-known liberality of the, eunuch Narfes. The 
king of the Lombards '* fatisfied or furpafled the 
obligations of a treaty, by lending two thoufand 
two hundred of his braved warriors, who were 
followed by three thoufand of their martial. 
attendants. Three thoufand Heruli &ught on 
horfeback uiider Philemuth, their native chief; 
and the noble Aratus, who adopted the manners 
and difcipline of Rome, conduced a band ei 







. 3> Paul W«rnefrid» the Lombard, records with complacency the fuccour^ 
ferv]cc» and bonourahle difinldion of his coifritrymen<— reipuMioe Roman«| 
adverfus smulos adjucores fucrant (I. ii« c. i. p. 774. edit. Grot.)* 1 aiil 
furprifed tliatJ^lboU), limt martiftl tog» did not le^d lut fubjc^ id- 

ptrfoB. ^^ 

veterans 
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Vetefan$ of tllc fame nation. Dapfthcus was ^^^f,/*- 
releafed from prifon to command the Huns ; and 
Eob^9 the grandfon and nephew of the great 
king, was confpicuous by the regal tiara at the 
head of his faithful Periians^ who had devoted them* 
felves to the fortunes of their prince ^\ Abfolote 
in the exercife of his authority, more abfolute in 
the aSe£tion of his troops, Narfes led a numerous 
and gallant army from Philippopolis to Salona, 
from whence he coafted the eaftern iide of the 
Hadriatic as far the confines of Italyw His pro- 
grefs was checked. The £aft could not fupply 
vefTels capable of tranrporting fuch multitudes of 
men and horfes. The Franks, who, in the gene* 
ral confuAon, had ufurped the greater part of the 
Venetian province, refufed a free paiTage to the 
friends of the Lombards* The flation of Verona 
was occupied by Teias, with the flower- of the 
Gothic forces; and that fkilful commander had 
overfpread the adjacent country with the fall of 
woods and the inundation of waters ^^ In this per->' 
plexity, an officer of experience propofed a meafure, 
fecure by the appearance of ralhnefs ; that the Ro- 
man army iliould cautiouily advance along the fea- 
ihore, while the fleet preceded their march, and . 

3& He wasy if not an Impodor, the Ton of tlie blind Zamesy faved by 
comiNiinon, and educated in the Byzantine court by the various motives df 
policy ^pridey and generofity (Proccp. Perfic. 1. i. c. a 3.). 

3i In the time ot Au»uAus, and in the middle ages, the whole wafte 
from Aquileia to Ravenna was covered with woods> hkes, and morafTes. 
Man has fubdued nature, and tht land has been cultivated, (ince the waters 
are ^nfined and embanked. See the learned refearches of Muratori ( Anti- 
quiCac. Italiae medii, JE^i, torn. r. diiTcrt. xxi p.253> 254.), from Vitfuviusj 
9(i-ab9> Hcrodian, old charters, and local knowledije. 

fuccaffively 
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CHAP, fucceffively cad a bridge of boats over the xnoaths 
sm^^^mi^ of the rivers, the Timavus, the Brenta^ the Adige, 
and the Po» that fait into the Hadriatic to the 
north of Ravenna. ' Nine days he repofed in the 
city» collected the fragments of the Italian army^ 
and marched towards Rimini to meet the defiance 
of an infuhing enemy. 
d^^ T^ ^^ prudence of Narfes impelled him to fpeedy 
Tociia, and decifive action. His powers were the laft 
juV ^^*' effort of the ftate : the coft of each day accumu- 
lated the enormous account; and the nations, 
untrained to difcipline or fatigue, might be raihly 
provoked to turn their arms againft each other, or 
againfl: their benefador. The fam^ confiderations 
might have tempered the ardour of Totila. But 
he was confcious, that the clergy and people of 
Italy afpired to a fecond revolution: he felt or 
fufpe^^ed the rapid progrefs of treafon, and he 
iTefolved to rifk the Gothic kingdom on the chance 
of a day, in which the valiant would be animated 
by inftant danger, and the difaffefled might be awed 
by mutual ignorance. In his march from Ravenna^ 
I the Roman general chaflifed the garrifon of Rimini^ 
traverfed in a dire£t line the hills of Urbino, and 
re-entered the FJaminian way, nine miles beyond 
the pertbrared rock, an obftacle of a.rt and nature 
which might have flopped or retarded his pro- 
grefs^*. The Goths were affembled in the neigh* 

bourhood 



34 Th« FJaminian xviy, as it is corrcAcd froin the Itineraries^ and the 
beft modern maps, by d'Anviile (Analyfe de l*Italie» p. 147—162)9 ma^ 
tc ihus ftated : Rome co Narni^ 51 Roman miks j Terni^ 57 j Spoleto, 75 $ 
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bourhood 6f Rome^ they ^advanced without delly 
to feek a fuperior enemy, and the two armies ap- 
proached each other at the diftance of one hua* 
dred furlongs, between Tagina ^' and the fepolchres 
of. the CUuls '^ The haughty meffiige of Narfes 
was an ofier, not of peace, but of pardon. The 
anfwer of the Gothic kmg declared his refolution, 
to die or conquer. *' What day," faid the 
meffenger^ ** will you fix for the combat ?'* " The 
**' eighth day,'* replied Totila: but early the next 
morning he attempted to furprife ja, foe, fufpicious 
of deceit, and prepared for battle. Ten thoufand 
Heruli and Lombards^ of approved valour and 
doubtful faith, were placed in. the centre. Each 
of the ^^TOgs was compofed of eight thoufand Ro^ 
mans ; the right was guarded by the cavalry of the 
Huns, the - left was covered by fifteen hundred 
cbb&n;horfe, deftined, accordh^ to the emergen- 

Felipio^ 8$ ; Kocenb '03 9 Caj^^y 14a ; Tntercifay 157 ; Foflbmbroiiey 160 ; 
Fa.no, 17^9 Pefaroy 184$ Rimini, aoS— ^bout 189 Engliih miles. He 
takes no notice of the death of Totlta j but We/Tellng (Itlnerar. p. 614.) 
exdiangesfor the -field of T^glnas Kheimknowik appeUatlon of FtgnUu^ eight 
miles from Nocera. 

35 Tagins* or rather Tadinar^ is mentioned by Pliny ; but the bishopric 
of that obfcure town, a mile from-Gualdo, in the plain, wa« united, in the 
year X007, with that of Notfera. The (ignsof antiquity are preferved in 
th< locM appeUatlofis, i^^/o, the camp; (Utfraia^ CtiM-ea; Bajiiay Bufta 
Gallorum. See Cluverius. (Italia Antiqua^ 1. 11. c. 6. p. 6r5, 616, 6f70» 
I.ucas Holftenins (Annottt; ad t^Iuver. p. 85,86}, Gvazzeii (DiiTertat. 
p* 177— 917* «aptQi<tfAedii^t|hy),,aad themap«of the c^deiiaAical ftat* 
an4 ^^^ march of Ancona, by Le Maire and Magini. 

S6 The battle was fought in the year of Rome 458 ^ and the Conful De« 
cius, by devoting his own life, aflured the triumph of his country and his 
^dUe^gae Fabtus (T^Uv. x. 28, 99.). pEOCopius aficribet to Csmiltus the 
vi£^y ^ the BufU.GaHoruwii and his error is branded by Ciuverias with 
tVit national reproach of Grsecorum nugamenta. 

. VoJL. VII. • C c cie3 
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c H A P. cicsof zGdoTiy to fuftam the retreat of their friends, 
or to encotnpafs the flank of the enemy. From 
his proper ftation at the head of the right wing, the 
eunuch rode along the line, expreffing by his voice 
and countenance the aflfurance of viflory ; exciting 
the fbldiers of the emperor to punifli the guik and 
•madnefs of a band of robbers ; and expoiing to 
their view, gold chains, collars, and bracelets, the 
rewards of military virtue. From the event of a 
iingle combat, they drew an omen of fuccefs; and 
they beheld with pleafure the courage of fifity 
archers, who maintained a fmall eminence agaihft 
three fuccedive attacks of the Gothic cavalry. At 
the diftance only of two bow*ihots, the armies fpent 
the morning in dreadful fufpenfe, and the Romans 
tailed fome necei&ry food, without unloofenmg 
the cuirafs from their bread, or the bridle from 
their horfes. Narfes awaited the charge ^ and it- 
was delayed by Totila till he had received liis lad: 
fuccours of two thoufand Goths. While he con* 
fumed the hours in fruitlefs treaty, the king ex- 
hibited in a narrow fpace the ftrength and agility 
of a warrior. His armour was enchafed with gold ; 
his purple banner floated with the wind : he caft 
bis lance into the air; caught it with the right 
hand} fbifted it to the left ; threw himfelf back- 
wards ; recovered his feat ; and msinaged a $ery 
\ fteed in all the paces and evolutions of theequoftriaa 
fchool. As foon as the fuccours had arrived^* be 
retired to his tent, affumed the drefs andarnu.ofa 
private foldier, and gave the fignal of battle. Tile 
firft line of cavalry advanced with more ccf^i^gp 
than difcretion, and left behind them the ia&ntry 
^ ' . ; tff 
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of the fecond Uuf. They Vere fpon engaged be- c h a p« 
twecn the horns of a crefcdnt, into which the ad- yj^!!!h. 
verfe wings had been infenfibly curved , and were 
£duted from either fide by the vollies of four thou* 
fand archers. Their ardour^ and even their diftrefs, 
drove them forwards to a clofe and unequal coii- 
fiid, in which they could only ufe their lances 
againft an enemy equally fkilloi in all the inftru- 
ments.of war. A generous emulation infpired the 
Romans and their Barbarian allies; and Narfes^ 
who cahnly viewed and dire&ed their eflforts, 
doubted to whom he (hould adjudge the prize of 
fiiperior bravery. The Gothic cavalry was zita** 
Jiiifaed and difordered, prefled and broken'; an^ 
the line of infantry, inftead of prefenting their 
fpears, or opening their intervals, were trampled 
under the feet of the flying horfe* Six thoufand 
of the Goths were ilaughtered, without mercy, in 
the field of Tagina. Their prince, with five at- 
tendants, was overtaken by Afbad^ of the race of 
the Gepidae ; ** Spare the king of Italy,'* cried a 
-loyal voice, and Afbad ftruck his lance through 
the body of Totila. The blow -was inftantly re-* 
venged by the faithful Goths; they tranfported 
their dying monarch feven miles beyond ttie 
feene of his difgrace ; and his lad moments were 
not embittered by the prefence of an enemy. 
Compaffion afforded him the fhelter of an obfcure 
tomb ; but the Romans were not fatisfied of their 
viftory, till they beheld the corpfe of the Gothic 
king. His hat, enriched with gems, and his bloody 
robe, were prefented to JuIUnian by the meffengers 
of triumph '^ 

37 Thcpphaocf, Chftii. p. %9%* HIA. MifcelU l«xvi. p. io8* : . 
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CHAP. As foon as Naj'fes had piiid Jbii'ddvodaas to tiie 
v^..^^!^ Author of vi£lory, and the bleffed Virgins his pe- 
Rome b^ ^^ culiar patronefs ^% he praifed, 'rewarded^ and dif- 
Narfes. sniffed the Lombards. The villages had been re- 
duced to aihes by tfaefe valiant fitvages; .they raviflmd 
niatrons and virgins on the altar ; their retresit 
was diligently vatdh^ by a ftrong detachment of 
Tegular forices, iwbo prevented a repetition of the 
like diferders. The yi&carious eunuch piqued 
his inarch through Tnfcany, acc^ted the fubonffidh 
of the Goths, heard the acclamations, and often 
the complaints of the Italia&s, and encdmpafiid 
the walls of Rome with the remainder of- fab fior- 
fnidable hoft. Round the wide cir<mmference, 
Narfes affigned to himfelf, and to each of fais lieu- 
tenants, a real or a feigned attack, while "he filoidy 
marked the place of eafy and unguarded entrance. 
Neither the fortifLcatk)n8 of Hadrian's xftole, nor 
of the port, could long delay the progreis of the 
ODnqueror ; and Juftinian once more recdved the 
Jceys of Rome, which, under his rdgn, had been 
five times taken and recoV/ered ^^ But the deli* 
ATcrance of -Rome was the laft calamity of the Ro- 
man people. The Barbarian aUies of ^jTarXes too 
frequently confounded the privileges of peace aad 
war : the defpair of the flyipg Goths found fMae 

38 Evagriusy I. Vf, c. 8S4. The i)^piFBtlQn of i^e y^mr^^aled to Vadfes 
the day, and the wor^j of little (Paul DIacon. 1. ii* c. jt p. 776.}* 

39 HsTi TiiTH ^e^a-t^svono^ ro te^tttov Iccku^ In the vear 536 by Bdi« 
farins, in 546 by Totila, in '547 by Beiifarias, in 549 by Totila, tndiii 551 
by Narfc^ Maltrecus had inadvertently trpnOfJ^ Jaettm } » mifti|(c wUfb 
be afterwards retrad$; but the mifchie^ was done; and Cpufin^ tfitha tt9jn 
ot French and Latin readers, have fallen Into (he ihartf. 
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qdnfolMon ia &nguina^y tetengc : and three hun- c k a p. 
dred youths of the noUeft families, who had been ^^^^.^^..^^ 
fent as hoftagesi beyond tbe Po, were inhumanly 
flain by the fqcceffor of Totiht. The fate of the 
fwate fuggefts an awful leflbn of the viti(Qtud& of 
human affairs* Of the fenators whom Totila had 
banifhed from their country, fome were refcued by 
^n officer of Belifarius, and tranfported from Cam- 
pwia to Sicily; while others were too guilty to 
confide in the clemency of Juflini^, or too poor 
te provide horfes for thdr efoipe to the fea-lbore* 
Their bretbreh languiflied five years in a ftate of 
indigence^and eKile ; the vidory of Narfes revived 
tfaeit hopes ; btit th^ir premature ]|feturn to the 
metropolis was prevented by the furious Goths^; 
and all the fiortr^es of Campania were ftkined 
wilb patrician I"" blood. After a period of thirteen ^ 
centuries, the inftitution of Romulus .expired ; and 
if the nobles of Rome ftill affumed the title of. 
fenators, fefw fubfe<|o«it traces can be difcovered 
of 3 pul^ic council, op cdnftituiional order. Afcend 
fiX' hundred years, and contemplate tbe kings of 
tbe earth foHciting an audience, as the flaves or* 
freedmen of the Roman fenate *' ! 

•: The Gothic war was yet alive. The braveft of Defeat and 
die nation retired beyond the Po; and Teiaswas .Teias,°the 
unanimo\illy chofen to fucceed and revenge their ^^^^^ ^^^j^f 

40 Compare cwo.paifagesof Procoptus (1. iii. c. a6. 1. Jv. c*%^,)y which, 
with fome collateral hints from.MarceUinus and Jornandes, iUuftrate the* 
ilfttc of the expiring (enate* 

41 See, in the example of Pruiias, as it is delivered in the fragments of 
Polybius (Excerpt. Legal, xcvii- p. 9*7, 9*8*), a curious picture of a royat 
/Xave, - 

C c 3 departed 
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departed hero. The new king imioiediiitdly feot 
ambaffadors to implore, or rather to purdiafe^ the 
aid of the Franks, and nobly laviflied for the pubUc 
fafety, the riches which had been .depofited in the 
palace of Pavia. The refidue of the royal treaftira 
was guarded by his brother Aligern «it Cumae in 
Campania ; but the (Irong caftie which Totila had 
fortified, was clofely belieged by the arms of Narfes. 
From the Alps to the foot of mount Vefuvius^ 
the Gothic king, by rapid and fecret marches, ad« . 
vanced to the relief of his brother, eluded the vigi« 
lance of the Roman chiefs, and pitched his camp 
on the banks of the Sarnus or Draco ^\ which, 
flows from Nucetia into the bay of Naples. The 
river feparated the two armies ; fixty days were c<m- 
fumed in diftant and fruitlefs combats, and Tdas 
nuintained this iiiqM>rtant pod, till he was deferred 
by his fleet smd the hope of fubfiftence* With re- 
luctant fteps he afcended the La6larian mount, 
where the phyllcians of Rome, fince the time of 
Galen, had fent their patients for the benefit of the. 
^r and the milk ^^ But the Goths foou embraced 
a more generous refolution : to descend the hiU, 



4» Thc^paxft>rofProcopius(Ooth. I. iv. e. 35O >s evidently the SwiHit. 

The text is nccufed or altered by the ra(h violence of Chiveri'MS (I. iv. (• }, 

Ip. 1156.): butCimiUo Pellc$rif)i of Naplci (Diicorfi fopra la Campania 

Mice, p. |39» 33 r.) has proved fimnold records, that as early as the y^ar 

S12 that riYer was called the Dracootio. or Dfaconcello. 

i 

41 Gaien (de Method. Medendi, 1. v. apud Cluvcr. 1. iv. c« 3. p« 11599 

ttfo.) defcribes the lofty fite, pure air, and rich miik of mount ladarius* 

whQfe medieinal benefiu were equally known and fougl\t in the time of Sym* 

matfhus (1. vi. epift. tS.)* and CalTiodorius (Van :g. 19.}. Nothins is 119W 

Irft except the name of the tt Wo of Le$fet4, 



to 
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todifaiifs their horles, and to die in arm$,' and chap. 
in tbe pofleffion of freedom. The king marched 
at their head, bearing In his right-hand a lance, 
and an ample buckler in his left : with the one he 
itruck dead the foremoft: of the aflailants ; with the 
other he received the weapons which every hand 
was ambitious to aim againft his life. After a 
combat of many hours, his left arm was fatigued 
by the weight of twelve javelins which hung from 
his ihield. Without moving from his ground, or 
fuTpending his blows, the hero called aloud on his 
attendants for a freih buckler, but in the moment, 
while his fide was uncovered, it was pierced by a 
mortai dart. He fell : and his head, exalted on a 
fpear, proclaimed to the nations, that the Gothic 
kingdom was no more. But the example of his 
death ferved only to animate the companions who 
had fwom to perifh with their leader. They 
fought till darknefs defcended on the earth. They 
rcpofed on their arms. The combat was renewed 
with the return of light, and maintained with un- 
abated vigour till the evening of the fecond day. 
The repofe of a fecond night, the want of water, 
and the lofs of their braved champions, determined 
the forviving Goths to accept the fair caphulation 
which the prudence of Narfes was inclined to pro- 
pofe. They embraced the alternative of refiding 
in Italy as the fubjefts' and foldiers of Juftinian, or 
departing with a portion of their private wealth, in 
fearch of fonie independent country ^\ Yet the. 

44 Btiat (torn. yu. p. %f Sec) convcyt to bit faroiirLcc Bavaria this rem* 
nant of Goths, who by others are buried in the mounrainl of Vri, or rcflored 
M ji)ek natlye ifle of Gothland (Mafcod, Annot. XX)*}« 

Co 4 oath 
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CHAP, oaith of fidelity or exile was alike rejeded by one 
thoufand Goths, v^ho broke away before the-^treaty 
was ligned, and boidly eflPeded Aeir retreat tx) the 
walls of Pavia. The fpirk, as well as the fituation 
of Aligern, prompted him to imitate rather than to 
bewail bis brother : a ftrong and dextrous archer, 
he tranfpierced with a (ingle arrow the armour an4 
breaft of his antagonift ; and bis militaf y condbd 
defended Cumae^' above a year againfl: the fdrbe» 
of the Romans. Their induftry had fcooped the 
Sibyll's cave^ into a prodigious mine; com* 
buftible materials were introduced to confume the 
temporary props : the wall and the gate of Cumse 
funk Jnto the cavern, but the ruins formed a deep 
and inacceifible precipice. On the fragment of a 
rock, Aligern ftood alone and unfiiaken, till he 
calmly furveyed the hopelefs ccHidition of his coun- 
try, and judged it more honourable to be the friend 
of Narfes than the flave of the Franks* Alter the 
death of Teias, the Roman general feparated- hit 
troops to reduce the cities of Italy ; Luccafuftained 
a long and vigorous fiege ; and fuch wag the* hu« 
inanity or the prudence of Narfes, that the repeated 

4]rl Irave SciUiger ( Animadverf. in Eufeb. th^t).) anrf SillmafiasSitfDrcitat 
PUnian, p. $1, 52. to quarrel about the origin of Cumae, the ol<l«ft of Che 
Greek colonies in Italy (Strab, 1. v. p. 372, Vclleius Patcfpuiiis, L i. 
e. 4.), already vacant in Juv^nai** time (Satir. iii.)> andnow hi hiina. 

46 Agathia^ (l i. & air) fetflesihe Sibyirs cave under the waU of Coouet 
|ie agrees with Servivs (ad 1. vi. JBat'id*)^ nor. can I perQeive why their 
opinion fliould be rejedied by Heyne^ the excellent editor of Virgii (torn, ti, 
p* 650, 651.)* In urbe medid fecreta religio I But Cumae was riot yet built j 
;md the lines (1* vi. 969 97,) would become ridiculous, if i^ii$a$ were ac* 
tually iq j^ Gr(f k citjTt ' ' 

perfidy 
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perfidy of the inhahita0ts could not prpvok^ him, chap. 

to exad^ the forfeit lives of their hoftagest Thefe v^.^.-v^.^ 

faoftages were difmiflfed in fafety ; and their grateful 

Eeal at length fubdued the obftinacy of their coun^ 

trymen*^ 

"^ Before Lucca had furrendered, Italy v?as over* invanonrf 

whelmed by a new deluge of -Barbarians. A feeble Franks^smi 
youth,- the grandfon of Clovis, reigned over the ^'^^^ 
Auftrafians or oriental Franks* The guardians of a^s"^- 
Thepdebald entert^ned with cojdnefs and reluctance 
the magmficent promifes of the Gothic ambaffadors. 
But the fpirit of a martial people outltrippcd the 
timid counfcls of the court : tu^o brothers, Lothaire 
and Buccelin "^^ the dukes of the Alemanni, flood 
forth as the leaders of the Italian war ; and feventy- 
^ve thoufand Germans defcended in the autumn 
from the Rhsstian Alps into the plain of Milan. 
The vanguard of the Roman army was ftationed 
near the Poj under the conduft of Fulcaris, a bold 
Herulian, who rafhly conceived, that perfonal bra- 
very was. the fole duty and merit of a commander* 
As he marched without order or precaution along 
.the iEmilian way, an ambufcade of Franks fuddenly 
rofe from the amphitheatre of. Parma; his troops • 
were furprifed and jouted;^but;theif leader refufed 
to, %9 declaring to the lad moment that death 

47 There is fome difficulty in connedting the 35th chapter of the ivth 
book of the Gothic war of Procopius with the firft book of the hiftory of 
Agftbistfi. We muft now relinqutfli a ftttefman and foldier, t&attimd the 
fcotflepfi of a poet and rhetorician (1. 1, p. iz. 1. ii. p. 51. edit. Louvre). 

4^ Among the fabulous exploits of Buccelini he difcomfited and flew6eli« 
(arius, fubdued Italy and Sicily, &c. See, in the Hiftorians of France^ 
Gregory of Tours (torn. ii. 1. iii. c. 32. p. 203. )> and AimQin (tom.iii. 1. ii. 
de Geftl$ Francorum, c. 23- p* S9}* 

was 
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^xunu' ^'^^ '^^^ terrible than the angry countenance of 
«*-' Narfes. The death of Fulcaris, and the retreat 
of the furviving chiefs, decided the fluctuating and 
rebelUous temper of the Goths; they flew to the 
ftandard of their deliverers, and admitted them 
into the cities which Hill reHfted the arms of the 
Roman general. The conqueror of Italy opened a 
free paflage to the irrefiftible torrent of Barbarians. 
They pafled under the walls of Cefena, and 
anfwered by threats and reproaches the advice of 
Aligern, that the Gothic treafures could no longer 
repay the labour of an invafion. Two thoufand 
Franks were deftroyed by the Ikill and valour of 
Narfes himfelf, who fallied from Rimini at the 
head of three hundred horfe, to chaftife the Keen- 
tious rapine of their march. On the confines of 
Samnium, the two brothers divided their forces. 
With the right wing, Buccelin aflumed the fpoil 
of Campania, Lucania, and Bruttium : with the 
left, Lothaire accepted the plunder of Apulia and 
Calabria. They followed the coaft of the Mediter- 
ranean and the Hadriatic, as far as Rhegium and 
Otranto, and the extreme lands of Italy were the 
term of their deflru£tive progrefs. The Franks, 
who were Chriftians and Catholics, contented them« 
felves with fimple pillage and occafional murderw 
But the churches which their piety had fpared, 
were ftripped by the facrilegious hands of the Ale* 
manni, who facrificed horfes' , heads to their native 
deities of the woods and rivers ^ : they melted or 

pro. 

49 Agathias noticrs their fuperflltion in • philofophic tone (1. i. p. i8i«)i^ 
At^ugy h) Switzerland^ idolatry ftill prevailed in the /ear 6(3 : St. Co- 

lumhan 
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}M*o&aedtbe confecrated veflels, and the ruin$ of.CKAF« 
ihrioes and altars were ftained with the blood of .the v,,,^,>*w 
&khfuL Buccelin was adoated by ambition, and 
Lothaire by avarice. The former afpired to reftore 
the Gothic kingdom: the latter j after a promife 
to his brother of fpeedy fuccours, returned by tbe 
fame. road to depofit his treafure beyond the Alps* 
The ftrength of their armies was already wafted by 
the change of climate and contagion of difeafe : 
the Germans revelled in the vintage of Italy ; and 
their own intemperance avenged in fome degree 
the miferies of a defencelefs people. 

At the entrance of the fpring, the Imperial Defeat of 
troops, who had guarded the cities, aflembled to ^ndM^ * 
the number of eighteen thoufand men, in the ^l^\^ 
neighbourhood of Rome. Their winter hours had a. d. 554. 
not been confumed in idlenefs. By the command, 
and after the example of Narfes, they repeated 
each day their military exercife on foot and on. 
hor&back, accuftomed their ear to obey the found 
of the trumpet, and pradifed the ileps and evolu- 
tions of the Pyrrhic dance. From the freights 
of Sicily, Buccelin, with thirty thoufand Franks 
and ^ Alamanni, flowly moved towards Capua^ 
occupied with a wooden tower the bridge of Ca(i<r 
linumi covered his right by the flream of the Vul* 
turnusy and fecured the reft of his encampment,; 
by a, rampart of (harp ftakes, and a circle of wag- 
gons, whofe wheels were buried in the earth. He 

lumban and St. Gall were the apoflles of that rude country ; and the latt^ 
founded tn hermitage^ which has fwelled into an ecclefiaftical principality 
$nd a populous ciry, the feat of freedom and commerce. 

impar 
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c n A i^. impatiently expefted theseturn of Lothsuits; fgno«" 

^''*" rant, alas ! that his brother could never return, 

and that the chief and his army had been fwept 

away by a ftrange dif(^fe'° on the bankd of die' 

lakis Benacas, b^ween Tr^nc and Verona. The 

banners of Narfes foon- approached the Vukumns, 

and the eyes of Italy were anxtouily fixed on the 

event of this final conteft. Perhaps the talents of 

the Roman general were moft confpicuous in the 

calm operations which precede the tumult of a 

battle. His (kilful movements intercepted the fob- 

r fiilence of the Barbarian, deprived him of the advsm-- 

tage of the bridge and river, and in the choice 

. of the ground and moment of adion, reduced hittt 

^ to comply with the inclination of his enemy. On 

the morning of the important day, when the ranks 

were already formed, a fervant, for fome trivial 

fhult, was killed by his mafter, one of the leaders 

of the Heruii. The juftice or paffion of Narfes 

tt^as awakened : he fummoned the offender to his* 

prefence, and without Uftening to his excufes^ gave 

the fignal to the minifter of death. If the cruel 

mailer had not infringe^ the laws of his natbil,^ 

this arbitrary execution was not kfs unjuft, than if 

^pears to have been imprudent. The Htt'ufr 

fclt the indignity ; they halted : but the R^)toati* 

general, without fooihing their rage, or expe^Hng* 

their refolution, called aloud, as the trumpets' 

Ibundedj that unlef^ they haftened to occupy their 

place, they would lofe the honour of the viftory» 

f»o See the death of Lothaire in Agathias (1. ii. p. 3S.) and Paul Waroe- 
frid, fumamed Dlaconus (1. ii. c. 3. 775.). The Greek makes bim rave 
aotdtear hv^^efli. He had plundered churches* 

His 
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traops^ twre flifpofed '" in ii long front, the ^^jjjj^* 
cavalry on the wings.; in the (ScJifcre, the heairy- 
ara^d ^Qt;- the^^f chess rad ilingers in the 
Tear. TheGRemians advam^ed in a.(harp*pointed 
column, .t>f the form of a ttiangjie or* folid wedge^ 
They pi^rc^d the fteble : centre noE /Narfeii, who 
-teceivedthem.with'a Imtle into ithefatitlifnare, and 
adire£tedrhis.wings' of cavalry infenfibly to Wheel on 
thtir^anks^and dieompafs thefa*^ rear. The hoft 
iof the Fr20iks:ai)d. AlftmantHnConfif^ of infantry : 
aiword and bncfclCT. byfitg' by tiidr fide, and* they 
ufed as thdir weapooa of o8em)e)^a weighty hatchet, 
ahd.a:h(M>ked javctin,^Vhich wiere Qdy formidable 
In dofc combat, or at a ihort diftance. The flower 
of tlie Roman archers, on horfeback, and in com- 
plete armour, fkirmilh^d without peril .round this 
iibmoy^able phalai^^c ; Oipplied by a^ve fpeed the 
deficiency of number; and aimed' their arrows 
againft a crowd.idf Barbarians, who,.inftead of a 
cuirals and helmet,; were covered by a loofe gar- 
ment of fur or Unen« They ipaufed, they u-em* 
bled, their -ranks were cottfounded, and in the 
decifive OKiment the^ Heruli, prreferring glory to 
tevenge, charged withf rsqpid violence the . head df 
the eoknm. Their, l^er, Sindbal, and Aligern, 
tbe Gothic prince, deferved j^e prize of fuperior 
valour i and their example indtod riie vi^briou^ 
troops to atchieve with f words and fpears the 

; 

» 

.ft P8re Daaiel (Hlft. de to MUtoe. Fraa$oile# torn. 1. p. -17— ii.) hsp 
exhibited a fancifiil reprefcatatioii of thk battle, ifoewWliafe in di^ manner 
of thejChevajier FoUrd, the once iam9tts editor of Folyblus, wbo fafhicqied 
to bis own habits <nd opinions ail the military ^peracicni of antiquity. 

8 deftruSion 
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CHAP, deftruftion of the enemy. BucceKn, ind the 
%J^!:^!^ ^[reatefl: part of his army, perfftied on the field of 
battle, In the waters of the Vultutnusi or by the 
hands of the enraged peafams : but it may feem 
incredible that a victory *\ which no more than 
five of the Alamanni furvived, could be purcfaaled 
with the lofs of fourfeore Romans. Seven thou»- 
fand Goths, the relics of the war, defended the 
fortrefs of Campfa till the ettfuing fpring; and 
every mefTenger of Narfes announced the reduction 
of the Italian cities, wbofe names were corrupted 
by the ignoraaee or vanity of the Greeks '^ After 
the battle of Cafifinami Narfes entered the capital ; 
the arms 'knd treafures of the Goths, the Franks, 
and Alamanni, wer^ difplayed ; fab fol(&r$, 
widi> garlands in their hands, chanted the praifes of 
the conqueror ; and Rome, for th^e laft time, beheld 
the femblance of a triumph, 
settieififnt After a reign of fixty years, the throne of the 
^ ^a!v. Gothic kings was filled by the Exarchs of Ravenna^ 
S54— 568. jj^g jfeprefeatatives in peace and war of the emperor 
of the Romans. Their jurifdiftion was foon 
reduced to the limits of a narrow province : but 
Narfes himfelf, the firft and mod powerful of the 
Exarchs, adminiftered above fifteen years the en* 
tire kingdom of Italy. Like Belifarius, he had de* 
ferved the honours of envy, calumny, and difgrace : 

» 

f^Agathias (1. ii. p. 47.) has produced a Greek epigram of fix finet od 
this yietory of Narfest which is favourably compared to the battles of 
Marathon and Plataea. The chief difference is indeed in their confequmces 
•«>*fo trivial in the former lnftance-«fo permanent and giorioos in the lattcn 

SI The fieroi and Brincas of Theophamsor hi$tranrcriber(p. aoi.) moft 
be read or underftood Verona .and Brixia. 

but 
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but the favourite eunuch ftill enjoyed the eonfi- ^xr^,*** 
denice of Juftinian, or the leader of a viflorious ^.^^^'^ 
army awed and reprefled the ingratitude of a timid 
court* Yet it was not by weak and mifchievons 
indulgence that Narfes fecured the attachment of 
bis troops. Forgetful of the pad, and regardlefs 
of the future, they abufed the prefent hour of pro- 
fperity and peace* The cities of Italy refounded 
with the noife of drinking and dancing : the fpoils 
of viftory were wafted in fenlual pleafures ; and 
nothing (fays Agathias) remained, unlefs to ex- 
change their fhields and helmets for the foft lute 
and the capacious hogfhcad **. In a manly oration 
not unworthy of a Roman cenfor, the eunuch 
reproved thefe diforderly vices, which fuUied thev 
fame and endangered their fafety. The foldiers 
biuihed and obeyed : difcipline was confirmed, 
the fortifications were reftored ; a duke was ftationed 
for the defence and military command of each of 
the principal cities " j and the eye of Narfes per- 
vaded the ample profpeft from Calabria to the 
Alps* The remains of the Gothic nation evacuated 
the country, or mingled with the people: the 
Franks, ioftead of revenging the death of Buccelin, 
abandoned, without a ftruggle, their Italian con- 

54- EkfTtTo yap <nfxtUf avroi^ vvo aSti^i^K; t«s otfTrwaj tv^w 
K%i v» x^»yr) a/x^o^!&;; oiy» KOit Sa^^iTO aTTOdocr^cu (AgathiaSi 1. ii. 
p. 48. )• In the firrt fcene of Richard III. our Englifh poet bat beautifylly .*^ 

enlarged on this idea, for. which', however, he was not indebted to th« *'" 

Byzantine hIAorian* 

Sf Maffei has proved (VeronaUluarata, P. i. 1. x. p. a57. 289. )» agalnft 
the common opinion, that the dukes of Italy were inftitu ted before die 
conqueft df the Lomharxls by Narfes himfelf. In the Pragmatic Saiidion 
(K* 2Z')» JuA^<)'>o rellrains the judices militares* 

I quefts : 



4e» . THE DECLINE AMD FALL 

CHAP, quefls : and the rebeilioufi ^indbaU chief of the 
''^""' Henili) was fubdued, takea^ and hung on a loftjr 
gallows by the inflexible juftice of the' Exarch ^. 
The civil ftate of Italy^ after the agitation of a long 
teropeft, was fixed by a pragmatic fan^on, which 
the emperor promulgated at the requeft of the pope» 
Juftinian introduced his own jurifpr^idence into the 
fchools and tribunals of the Weft : he ratified the 
a£ts of Theodpric and. his immediate fucceflbrs, 
but every deed -was refcinded and abolifhed, which 
force had extorted, .or ie^r had fubfcribed, , under 
the Jufurpation of Totila. A moderate theory was 
framed to reconcile the rights of property with, 
the fafety of prefcription, the claims of the ftate 
with the poverty of the people, and the pardon of 
offences with the inter efl of virtue and order of 
fociety. Under the Exarchs of Ravenna, Rome 
was degraded to the fecond rank. Yet the 
fenators were gratiBed by the permiffion of ^ifiting 
their elates in Italy, and of approaching without 
obftacle the throne of Conftantinople : the regula- 
tion of weights and n^afares was delegated to the 
pope and fenate ; and the faiaries of lawyers and 
phy ficians, of orators and grammarians^ were ddf- 
lined to prefcrve or rekindle the light of fcience in 
the ancient capital: Judinian might didate bene-* 
volent edi^s '% and Naries might fecond his wtfhes 

by 

5* See Paulus Diaconus, 1. lii. c. 2. p. 776, Menander (in Excerpt. 
I«egat. p. 133O mentions fome rifings in Italy by the Franks, and Theo* 
phanes (p. 201.) hints at fome Gothic rebellions. 

. 57 The Pragmatic 8an<^ion of Juftinian^ which reftores and regutatts the 
civil ftate of Italy, confifts of xxvii articles : it is dated Aoguft 15, A* D, 
554 } is addrclTed to,Narfes, V. J. PMcpofitu^i Sacri CubicuU, and to Antio- 
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by the reftoration of cities, and more efpecially of ^ ^ ^ **• 
churches* But the power of kings is moft effec- ^-i^^-w 
tual to deftroy : and the twenty years of the Gothic 
war bad confummated the diftrefs and depopulatioa 
of Italy. As early as the foui-th campaign, under 
the difcipline of 36lifarius himfelf, fifty thoufand 
labourers died of hunger ^^ ki the liarrow region of 
Picenum *' ; and a ftrift interpretation of the evi- 
dence of Procopius would fwell the lofs of Italy 
above the total fum of her prefent inhabitants % 

I defire to 'believe, but I dare not affirm^ that [^^^^^^"^^^ 
Belifarius fincerely rejoiced in the triumph of Narfes. nans, 
Yet the confcioufnefs of his own exploits might 
teach him to elleem without jealoufy the merit of 
a rival; and the repofe of the aged warrior was 
crowned by a lafl: viftory which faved the empetor 
and the capitaL The Barbarians who annually 
vifited the provinces of Europe were lefs difcouraged 
by fomc accidental defeats, than they were excited 

chus^ Prafedlus Prsetorio Italis; itid has been prefcrved by Julian Ante, 
ceflbr, and in the Corpus Juris Civilis, after the novels and edifts of Jufti- 
ni^n^ Juftin, and Tiberius. 

5S A ftill greater number was confumed by famine in the fouthem pro- 
vinces^ witiiout {Uro;) the Ionian Gulph. Acorns were ufed in ibe plac9 
of bread. Procopius had fecn a defcrted orphan fuckled by a flie-goat. 
Seventeen paffcneers were lodged, murdered, and eaten by two women> who 
were dete^cd and (lain by the eighteenth^ &c. 

59 Quinta re^io Piceni eflj quondam uberrlm^ multitudinis, ccdx. 
millia Pictrntium ih fidcm P. R. venere (Plin. Hiil. Natur. iii. i8.). In the 
time of Vefpafian, this ancient population was already diminiftied. 

60 PerhaJ>s fifteen or fixteen millions. Procopius (Anccdot. c. 18.) com- 
putes that Africa loft five millions, that Italy was thrice as extenfivc, and 
f h?.t the depopulation was in a larger proportion. But his rsckoning is in- 
flamed by paffaon, and clouded with uncertainty. 

- Vol. VII. D d by 
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CHAP, by the double hope of fpoil and of fubfidy. In 
the thirty.fecond winter of Juftinian's reign, the 
Danube was deeply frozen : Zabergan led the ca- 
valry of the Bulgarians, and his ftandard was fol- 
lowed by a promifcuous multitude of Sclavonians. 
The fevage chief paffed, without oppofition, the 
river and the mountains, fpread his troops over 
Macedonia and Thrace, and advanced with na 
more than feven thoufand horfe to the long walk 
which (hould have defended the territory of Con- 
Ilantinople. But the works of man are impotent 
againft the aflaults of nature : a recent earthquake 
had (haken the foundations of the wall ; and the 
forces of the empire were employed on the diftant 
frontiers of ItaVy, Africa, and Perfra. The feven 
f€hoQls^\ or companies of the guards or domeftic 
troops, had been augmented to the number of five 
thoufand five hundred men, whofe ordinary ftation 
was in the peaceful cities of Afia. But the places of 
the brave Armenians were infenfibly fupplied by lazy 
ckizens,who purchafed an exemption from the duties 
of civil life, without being expofed ta the dangers 
of military fervice. Of fuch foldiers, few could 
be tempted to fally from the gates ; and none could 
be perfuaded to remain in the field, unlefs they 
wjinted (trength and fpeed to efcape from the BuU 
garians. The report of the fugitives exaggerated 
the numbers and fiercenefs of an enemy, who had 

^i In the decay of thefe military fcboo1s> the fatire of Procopius (Anecdot* 
c. 24* Akmtn. p. io«, 103) i& confirmed and illudrated by Agaihias 
(1. V. p» X59«} who cannot be rejcded as anhoitile witiiefs. 

poUyted 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 403 



CHAP. 

XLiir. 



polluted holy virgins, and abandoned new-born in- 
fants to the dogs and vultures ; a crowd of ruftics, 
imploring food and prote£lion, ihcreafed the cori- 
fternation of the city, and the tents of Zabergaii 
were pitched at the diftance of twenty miles % 
on the banks of a fmall river, which encircles 
Melanthias, and afterwards falls into the Pro- 
pontis ^\ Juftinian trembled : and thofe who had 
only feeii the emperor iii his old age, were pleafed 
tb fuppofe, that he had lo/i the alacrity and vigour 
of his youth. By his command, the veffels of gold 
and filver were removed from the churches in the 
neighbourhood, and even the fuburbs, of Con- 
ftantinople : the ramparts were lined with trembling 
fpeftators : the golden gate was crowded with 
ufeiefs generals and tribunes, and the fenate 
fhared the fatigueis and the apprehenfions of the 
populace. 

But the eyes of the prince and people were di- i-aft viaory 

_ - r , 1 1 11 1 1 of Bclifa- 

rected to a tceble veteran, who was compelled by rius. 
the public danger to refume the armour in which 
he had entered Carthage and defended Rome. The 
horfes of the royal (tables, of private citizens, and 



6z The diftance item Conftantinople to Melanthias, Villa Ccfarlana 
(Ammian.. Marcellin. XXX. it*)? i^ varlouily fixed at loz or 140 ftadia 
(SuldaS) tom.it. p. 5^2, 52^. Agathias^ 1. v. p. 15SO9 or xviii of" xix 
miles (Itineraria, p. 138. ajo* 323. 332. and WefTeling^s Obfervations). 
The iirfk xii miles, as far as Rhegium, were paved by Judinian, who built 
a bridge over a morafs or gullet between a lake and the fea (Procop. de 
Edif. 1. iv. c. 8). 

65 The Atyras (Pompon. Mela, 1. ii. c. 2.. p. 169. edit. Voff.). At thci 
river^s mouth, a town or cadle of the'fame name was fortified by Juftinian 
(Pfocop- de Edif. 1. iv, c. 4. Itinerar. p. 570* and Wcffcling}, 

' • • * • 

Dd z even 
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CHAP, even of the circus, were haftily coUeSed ; the enati- 
lation of the old and young was roufed by the 
name of Belifarius, and his firft encampment was 
in the prefence of a viftorious enemy. His pru- 
dence, and the labour of the friendly peafants, fe- 
cured, with a ditch and rampart, the repofe of the 
night : innumerable fires, and clouds of ' duft, were 
artfully contrived to magnify the opinion of his 
ftrength : his foldiers fuddenly paffed from de- 
fpondency to prefumption ; and while ten thoufafid 
voices demanded the battle, Belifarius diiTembled 
his knowledge, that in the hour of trial he muft 
depend on the firmnefs of three hundred veterans. 
The next morning the Bulgarian cavalry advanced 
to the charge. But they heard the fhouts of mul- 
titudes, they beheld the arms and dilcipline of the 
front ; they were affauUed on the flanks by two 
imbufcades which rofe from the woods; their 
foremoft warriors fell by the hand of the aged heto 
and his guards ; and the fwiftnefs of their evolu- 
tions was rendered ufelefs by the ctefe attack and 
rapid purfuit of the Romans. In this a6Kon (fo 
fpeedy was their flight) the Bulgarians loft only 
four hundred horfe ; but Conftantinople was faved ; 
and Zabergan, who felt the hand of a matter, 
withdrew to a refpefbful diftance. But his friends 
were numerous in the council of the emperor, and 
Belifarius obeyed with reluftance, the coflo^ands 
of envy and Juflinian, which fprbade him to at* 
chieve the deliverance of his country. Cto his re- 
turn to the city, the people, ftill $:onfcious of their 
danger, accoitipanied his triumph with acclama- 
tions of joy and gratitude, which were imputed' as a 

crime 
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crime to the vidotious general. But when he ^ " ^,^* 
entered the palace, the courtiers were filent, and 1.^,^.^^^^ 
the emperor, after a cold and thanklefs embrace, 
diftaiired him to mingle with the train of flaves. 
Yet fo deep was the impreffion of his glory on the 
minds of men, that Juftinian, in the feventy-feventh 
year of his age, was encouraged to advance neat 
forty miles from the capital, and to infped in per«^ 
fon the rcftoration of the long wall. The Bulga- 
rians wafted the fummer in the plains of Thrace ; 
bat they were inclined to peace by the failure of 
their r^ attempts on Greece and the Cherfonefus. 
A menace of killing their prifoners quickened 
the payment of heavy ranfoms ; and the departm-e 
of Zabergan was haftened by the report, that 
double-prowed vdfels were built on the Danube to 
int4U'cept hiis paffage. The danger was foon for- 
gotten ; and a vain queftion, whether their foverign 
had fliewn more wifdom or weaknefs, amufed the 
idlenefs of the city ^. 

About two years after the laft viSory of BeliTa- Hhdirgracc 
tras, tbe emperor returned from a Thracian journey a. d. 561. 
of healtll, or bufinefs, or devotion. Juftinian was 
affliSed by a pain in his head ; and his private 
entry count^enanced the rumour of his death. Be- ^ 
ibre the third hour of the day, the bakers' (hops 
were plundered of their bread, the houfes were 
fhut^^and every citizen, with hope or terror, pre- 
pared for the impending tumult. The fenators ' 
themfelves, fearful and fufpicious, were convened 

64 The Bulgarian war^ sund the kft yi^ory of ReliCirius, are xfi)perfe6My 
rcprefentcd in the prolix declamation of Agathias (1. 5. p. 154-^1740 and 
the di7 Chronicle of Thcopbancs (p. 197, 198.). « 

Dd 3 at 
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CHAP, at the ninth hour ; and the prsfe^ received tbeir 
commands to vifit every quarter of the city, and 
proclajm a general illumination for the recovery of 
{he emperor's health. The ferment fubfided ; but 
every accident betrayed the impotence of the 
government and the fadious temper of the peo- 
f>le : th^ guards were difppfed . to mutiny as often 
as their quarters were changed or their pay was 
withheld : the frequent calamities of fires and earth* 
quakes afforded the opportunities of diforder j the 
difputes of the blues and greens, of the orthodox 
aqd heretics, degenerated into bloody battles ; and 
in the prefence of the Perfian ambaflfador, Juftinian 
blufiied for himfelf and for his fubjeds. Capri- 
cious pardon and arbitrary punifhment embittered 
the irkrpmenefs and difcontent of a long reign : 
a confpiracy was formed in the palace ; and, unlefs 
we are deceived by the names of Marcellus and 
Sergius, the moil virtuous and the mofl: profligate 
of the courtiers were aifociated in the fame de«* 
iigns. They had fi:i^ed ^h^ time of the execution ; 
their raiik gave them accefs to the royal banquet ; 
and their black flaves *^ Wjere ftatiojicd in the veftii- 
bule and porticos*^ to announce the death of the 
tyrant, and tp excite a fedition in the capital. But 
the indifcretion of an accomplice faved the poor 
remnant of the days of Juftinian^. The Confpi- 

• 

65 Iv^^f. They could fcarcdy he real Indiass ; and the iCduopiads, 
fometimes known by that name, were never ufed by tht ancients as guards 
or followers: they were the trifling, though coflly, obje^s of female and 
r6]0U luxury (Tcrent. Eunuch. && i. fcene tl. Sueton* in Auguft. c. S3* 
^ith a gobd note of CafauSon> in CaJigul&, c. 57.). 
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Tators were detefted and feized, with daggers hid- chap. 
den under their garments : Marcellus died by his ^-^^^^^ 
own hand, and Sergius was dragged from the 
fanftuary ^. Preffed by remorfe, or tempted by 
the hopes of fafety, he accufed two officers- of the 
houfehold of Belifarius; and torture forced them to 
<leclare that they had afted according to the fecret 
inftruftions of their patron^'. Pofterity will not 
iiaftily believe that an hero who, in the vigour of 
life, had difdained the faireft offers of ambition and . 
revenge, fliould (loop to the murder of his prince, 
whom h& could not long expefl to furvive. His 
followers were impatient to fly ; but flight muft 
have been fupported bv rebellion, and he had lived 
enough' for nature and for glory. Belifarius ap- a. d. 563, 
peared before the council with lefs fear than indig- ^ ^* 
•nation : after forty years* fervice, the emperor hatf 
prejudged his guilt ; and injuftice was fanftified by 
the prefence and authority of the patriarch. The 
life of Belifarius was gracioufly fpared ; but his 
fortunes were fequeftered, and from December to 
July, he was guarded as a prifoner in his own 
palace. At length his innocence was acknow- a.d. 564, 
ledged ; his freedom and honours were reftored ; ^"^^ *^* 
and death, which might be haftened by refentment 
and grief, removed him from the world about a. d. 565, 
^ight months after his deliverance. The name of ^^^*^*^*3* 

« 

^ Tlie Sergius (Vandal. 1 ii. c. %i, zz, AnecdQt. c. 5.) and Marcellus 
^Gotb. 1. iii. c. 32*) are mentioned by Procopius. See Theophanes> M 

ft. S97« 201. 

67> Alemannus (p. 3.) quotes an old Byzantine MS. which has been printed 
itk tlie ImperiumOrientale of Banduri. 

D d 4 Beli- 
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c >T A p. Beli&rias can never die : but inftead of the funeral, 
the monuments, the ftatues, fo juftly due to his 
memory, I only read, that his treafures, the ipoils 
of the Goths and Vandals, were immediately con- 
fifcated by the emperor. Some decent portion 
wsfs referred, however, for the ufe of hh widow; 
and as Antonina had much to repent, flie devoted 
the laft remains of her life and fortune to thie 
foundation of a convent. Such is the fintiple and 
genuine narrative of the fall of Belifarius sukl the 
ingratitude of Juftinian **. That he was deprived 
of his eyes, and reduced by envy to beg his 
bread, " Oive a penny to Belifarius the general !*^ 
is a fidlion of later times % which has obtained 

^ Of the dlfgrace and restoration of Belifarius, the genuine original re- 
cord is preferved in the fragment of John Malala, torn. ii. p. 2 34*-*a43.) and 
.the exaA Chronicle of Theophanes (p. 194^—204.]. Cedrenus (Compcnd. 
p. 387, 38S.) and Zonaras (torn. ii. 1. xiv. p. 69.} ieem to heiitate between 
rhe obfolete truth and the growing falfehood, 

69 The fcrurce of this idle fable may be derived from a mifcellaneous work 
of the xiith century, the Chiliads of John Tzetzes, a monk (Bsfil, 1546, ad 
calcem Lycophront, Colon. AUobrog. 1614. in Corp. Poet Gra»c.)« He re- 
lates; the bliodnefs and beggary of Belifarius in ten vulgar otfolalatl vef'fes 
(Chiliad Hi. No. 88. 339 — 348. in Corp. Poet. Grace, torn, ii* p. 31 lO* 

'Bi>s(j'a,^ua o^oT^av con ru r^d&rnXc&Tty 

« 
This moral or romantic tale was imported into Italy with the language and 
manufcripts of Greece 5 repeated before the end of the xvth century by 
Crinitusj Pontanus, and Volaterranus j attacked by Aiciat, for the honour 
of the law ; and defended by Batonrus (A. D. 561, No. %« &c.) for tlie ho- 
nour of the church. Yet Tzetzes himfelf had read in other chronicfef^ that 
Belifarius did not lofe his fight, and that he recovered his £ame mi4 
furttsnes. 

credit. 
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credit, or rather favour, as a ftranffe example of <; h a p. 
the vicHStudes of fortune ^°. v^^—n^-w 

If the emperor could rejoke in the death of ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
Belifarius, he enjoyed the bafe fatisfaftion only juftinian, 
d^t months^ the laft period of a reign of thirty- Nov. 4.^' 
«ight, and a life of eighty-three years. It. would 
be difficult to trace the chiirafter of a prince who 
is not the mcA confpicuous obje£): of his owti 
times : but the confeffions of an enemy may be 
received as the fafeft evidence of his virtues. The 
refemblance of Juftinian to die buft of Domrtian, 
is malicioufly urged'*; with the acknowledgment, 
however, of a well-proportioned figure, a ruddy 
complexion, and a pleaiing countenance. The 
emperor was eafy of accefs, patient of hearing, 
courteous and affable in difcourfe, and a maftdr 
of the angry paffions, which rage with fuch 
deftruftive violence in th^ breaft of a defpot. I\*o- 
cbpius praifes his temper to rfeproach him With 
calm and deliberate crudity ; biit in the cbnfpir^l- 
cies ^'hich attacked his authority and perf6n^ u 
more candid judge will approve the juftice or 

70 The Aatue m.the villa B^rghefc Ki Rome, in a fitfing poftm-e, wkh 
an open hand, which is vukarly given to Beiifarius, may be afcribed whii 
mpie dignity to Auguftus in the afi: of propitiating Nemefis (Winkelman, 
Hift. de r Art, torn. ili. ^. i6€.\. Ex mxftumo vifu etiam ftipem, qutotannis, 
die ceitD, emendicabat a popalD, cavam mahum alTes poitigeritibUfrpr£hais 
(Sueton* in Augu^ft. c. 91. with an excellent note of Cafaubon). 

7% The ruifpr of Domitian is ftigmatiftd, quaintly enough, by the pen of 

.Tacitus (in Vit. Agricol. c. 45.)5 ^"d ^^^ ^^^^ JiJtewife noticed by the 

younger Pilny (Panegyr. c. 48.) and Suetonius (in Domitian, c. 18, and 

Caraubon ad locum.). Procopius (Anecdot. c. 8.) fooliflily believes that 

©nly ere buif oii" Domitian had reached the vith century. 

admire 
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CHAP, admire the clemency of Juftinian. He excelled in 
the private virtues of chaftity and temperance : 
but the impartial love of beauty would have been 
lefs mifchievoud^ than his c(^jugal tendernefs for 
Theodora ; and his abftemious diet was regulated, 
not by the prudence of a philofopher, but the fuper- 
Aition of a monk. His repaftsr were (hort and 
frugal : on folemn fafts, he contented himfelf with 
water and vegetables ; and fuc^ was his ftrength, 
as well as fervour, that he frequently pafled two 
.days and as many nights, without tailing any food. 
The meafure of his fleep was not lefs rigorous : 
after the repofe of a fmgle hour, the body was 
awakened by the foul, and, to the aftoniflinient of 
.fais chamberlains, Juftinian walked or ftudied till 
the moirmng )ight. Such reftlefs application pro- 
longed his time for the acquifition of knowledge ^* 
and the difpatch of bufinefs ; and he might feri- 
joufly deferve the reproach of confounding, by 
minute and prepofterous diligence, the general 
order of his adminiftration. The emperor pro- 
fefled himfelf a mufician and architeft, a poet and 
philofopher, a lawyer and theologian j and if he 
failed in the enterprife of reconciling the Chriftian 
fefts, the review of the Roman jurifprudence is a 
noble monument of his fpirit and induftry. In the 
government of the empire, he was lefs wife or lefs 
fuccefsful: the age was unfortunate; the people 

7^ The Audies and fcience of Juftinian are atteiled by the cpafeflion 
( Anecdot. c. 8. i3.>, ftill more than by the praifes (Gothic. ]. iii. c. 31. de 
Edtfic. 1. i. Proem, c. 7.) of Procopius. Confult the copious ipd^ oC 
Alemannusj and read the life of Juftinian by Ludewig (p. 135— 14ft,). 

14 was 
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was oppreffed and difcontented ; Theodora abufed chap. 
her power ; a fucceffipn of bad minifters difgraced 
his judgment ; and Juftinian was neither beloved 
in his life, nor regretted at his death. The love 
of fame was deeply implanted in his bread, but he 
condcfcended to the poor ambition of titles, 
honours, and contemporary praife ; and while he 
laboured to fix the admiration, he forfeited the 
efteem and afFeftioh of the Romans. The defigu 
of the African and Italian wars was boldly con- 
ceived and executed : and his penetration difcovered 
the talents of Belifarius in the cam{3, of Narfes 
in the palace. But the name of the emperor is 
jeclipfed by the names of his viftoripus generals ; 
and Belifarius ftill lives, to upbraid the envy and 
ingratitude of his fovereign. The partial favour 
of mankind applauds the genius of a conqueror, 
who leads and direds his fubjeds in the exercife of 
;arms. The characters of Philip the Second and 
of Juftinian are diftinguiflied by the cold ambition 
which delights in war, and declines the dangers of 
ithe field. Yet a coloffal ftatue of bronze repre- 
fented the emperor on horfeback, preparing to 
march againft the Perfians in the habit and armour 
of Achilles. In the great fquare before the church 
of St. Sophia, this monument was raifed on a brafi 
column and a (tone pedeital of feven fteps : and 
the pillar of Theodofius, which weighed fevea 
thqufand four hundred pounds of filver, was 
j-emoved from the fame place by the avarice and 
vanity of Juftinian. Fature princes were more 
juft ©r indulgent to bis memory j the elder Andro- 

nicus. 
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nicus, in the beginning of the fourteenth century,- 
repaired and beautified his equedrian (latue : fince 
the fell of the empire, it has been melted into can- 
non by the viQiorious Turks "• 

I fhall conclude this chapter with the. comets, 
the earthquakes, and the plague, which a(toni(hed 
or afflidled the age of Juftinian, 

L. In the fifth year of his reign, and in the month 
of September, a comet ^* was feen durmg twenty 
days in the weftern quarter of the heavens, and 
which fhot its rays into the north. Eight years 
Jifterwards, while the fun was in Capricorn, another 
comet appeared to follow in the Sagitary : the fize 
turas gradually increafing ; the head was in the eaft, 
the tail in the weft, and it remained vifible above 
forty days. The nations, who gazed with aftonifli- 
inent, expefted ^vars and calamities from the 
baleful influence; and thefe expectations were 
abundantly ftHtlled. The aftronomers dilTembled 
their ignotance of the nature of thefe blazing ftars, 
which they iffefted to reprefent as th6 floating 
taeteors of the ah ; and fe<v tamong them embraced 
the fittjple notion of Seneca* and the Chald^pans, 
that they are only planets of a longer period and 

*ft Sec in the C. P.*CMi^Ana«f 'Docan^e {I i, c» 7^. Mo. i.), n diam of 

centui^. 

74 The fitd comet is inentione<3 by John MaUU (torn. ii. p. tgo. iipO 
and Theopbanes Xp. X54O1 ^^c Teconrl byTrocopius (Perfic. 1. ii. c. 4.")- 
Yet 1 ilirOngly fufpefi Uirir identity. iThe ^alenefe of the fan ^VandaL 

1. ii. €• 14* } is applied by Xkeopbanei (p. 15S.} to a dl£[crcot j^ear. 

• > 1 . • ■ • * • 

more 
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more eccentric motiqn '*. Time and fcience have chap, 
juftified the conjedures and predidions of the v^ 
Roman fage : the telefcope has opened new worlds 
to the eyes of aftronooiers ^^ ; and, in the narrow 
fpace of hidory and fable, one and the &me comet 
is already found to have revifited the earth in /even 
equal revolutions of five hundred 'and feventy-five 
years. The j^r/i ", which afcends beyond the 
Chriflian aera one thoufand feven hundred and 
fixty-feven years, is coeval with Ogyges the father . 
of Grecian antiquity. And this appearance ex- 
plains the tradition which Varro has preferved, 
that under his reign the planet Venus changed her 
colour, fize, figure, and courfe ; a prodigy without 
example cither in pad or fucceeding ages ^^ The 
fecond vifit, in the year eleven hundred and ninety- 
three, is darkly implied in the fable of Eleftra the . 
feventh of the Pleiads, who have been reduced to 
fix fince the time of the Trojan war. That nymph, 

* 

75 Seneca^s viith book of Natural Queilions difplays, in the theory 
of comets, a philofopliic mind. Yet fiiculd we not too candidly confound 
a ^ague predittion, a veniet tempos, &c. with the merit of real difcO- 
V erics. 

76 Aftronomcrs may ftudy Newton and Halley. I draw my humWc 
fcience from the article CoMiiTK, in the French Encyclopedic h^ M. 
d'Alcmbcrt. 

77 Whirton, the beneft, pious, vlfionary Whifton, had fancied, for the 
fera of Noali'a flood (2242 years before Chrift), a prior apparition of tlie 
ianne cemet which dvov/ned the earth with its tail. 

7* A Difiertation of Frerct (Memoires dc i'Academie des InfcriptJonR» 
torn. X. p. 357 — 377.) affords an happy union of philofophy and eruditioh. 
The phenomenon in the time of Ogyges was preferved by Varro (apad 
Augu()in. de Civitate Dei, xxi. 8.)> ^^^ quotes. Caflor, Dion of Naples^ 
aad Adiaiius of eyzicus-wiobiles mathematici. The two fui>fequent 
periods are preferved by the Greek mythologifts and the fpurious books of 
Ibibylline verfcs, ^ ' 
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CHAP, the mfe of Dardanus, was unable to fupport th^ 
ruin of her country ; (he abandoned the dances of 
her fifter orbs, fled from the zodiac to the north 
pole, and obtained, from her diflievelled locks, 
the name of the comet. The third period expires 
in the year fix hundred and eighteen, a date that 
exaftly agrees with the tremendous comet of the 
Sibyll, and perhaps of Pliny, which arofe in the 
Weft two generations before the reign of Cyrus* 
The fourth apparition, forty^four years before the 
birth of Chrift, is of all others the moft fplendid 
and important* After the death of Caefar, a long- 
haired ftar was cojifpicuous to Rome and to the 
nations, during the games which were exhibited 
by young Oftavian, in honour of Venus and his 
uncle. Th^ vulgar opinion, that it conveyed to 
heaven the divine foul of the'diftator, was cherifhed 
and confecrated by the piety of a ftatefman ; 
while his fecrct fuperftition referred the comet to 
the glory of his own times ^^ The J!ftb vifit has 
been already afcribed to the fifth year of Juftinian, 
which coincides with the five hundred and' thirty- 
firft of the Chriftian sera. And it may deferve 
ijotice, that in this, as in the preceding inftance, 
the comet was followed, though at a longer int-erval, 
by a remarkable palenefs of the fun. " The Jixib 
return, in the year eleven hundred and fix, is 
recorded by the chronicles of Europe and China j 

79 Pliny (Hift. Nat. Ji. 23.) has tranfcrlbed the orig'^rul noemorial of 
Auguihis. Malrap, in his moll ingenious letters to the P. Parennih^ 
miffionary in China, removes the games and the comet of September, 
from the year 44. to the year 43, before the Chriftian aera 5 but 1 am not 
totally fubdued by the critlcifm of the aftronomer (Opufcuks^ p. 275-* 

and 
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and in the firft fervour of the Crufades, the Chriftr chap. 

XLIII* 

ians and the Mahometans might furmife, with equal <^..^^>^^ 
reafon, that it portended the deftrudtion of the In« 
fidels. The /eventh phaenomenon of one thoufand . 
fix hundred and eighty was prefented to the eyes 
df an enlightened age *°. The philofophy of Bayle 
difpelled a prejudice which Milton's mufe had fa 
recently adorned, that the comet, " from its hor- 
" rid hair {hakes peftilence and war ^'/' Its road 
in the heavens was obfer^ed with exquifite (kill by 
Flamftead and Caffini ; and the mathematical fci- 
ence of Bernoulli, Newton, and Halley, invelli- 
gated the laws of its revolutions. At the eigbi/j 
period, in the year two thoufand two hundred and 
fifty-five, their calculations may perhaps be verified 
by the aftronomers of fome future capital in the 
Siberian or American wildernefs. 

II. The near approach of a comet may injure Earth- 
or deftroy the globe which we inhabit ; but the ^"* ^^■ 
changes on its furface have been hitherto produced 
by the adion of volcanos and earthquakes ^\ The 

So This laft comet was vifible in the month of December 1680. Bayle, 
who began his Fcnfees fur le Comete in January i6Sr (Oeuvrcs, tom. iii.)> 
was forced to argue that a Jufernatural comet would have confirmed the 
ancients in their idolatry. Bernoulli (fee his Elogey in Fontenelle, torn. v. 
p. 99.) was forced to allow that the tail^ though not the head, was a/^ of 
the wrath of God. 

81 Paradife Loft was publiflied In the year 1667; and the famous lines 
(1. ii. 708, &c.), which ilartled the licenfer, may allude to the recent comet 
of 1664, obferved by Caffmi at Rome in the prefcnce of queen Chriftina 
(Fontenel^e, in his Eloge^ torn. v. p. 338.). Had Charles II. betrayed any 
fymptoms of curiofity or fear ? 

84 For ihecaufe of earthquakes, fee BufFon (tom. i. p. 502—536. Sup« 
plcment a THiil Naturelle, tom. v. p. 382 — 390. edition in Ate), Valmont 
de Bomare (Di€tionaired*Hiftoire Naturelle, Trembhrnem de Terrey Pyritei)^ . 
Watfon (Chemical EflHys, tom. i. p. iSi-^-zo^), 

nature 
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CHAP, nature of the foil may indicate the countries moll 
expofed to thefe formidable concuffions, fince they 
are caufed by fubterraneous fires, and fuch fires are 
kindled by the union and fermentation of iron and 
fulphur. But their times and efFefts appear to lie 
beyond the reach of human curiofity, and the* 
philofopher will difcreetly abftain from the pre- 
di£lion of earthquakes, till he has counted the 
drops of water that filently filtrate on the inflam- 
mable mineral, and meafured the caverns which 
increafe by refiftance the explofion of the impri- 
foned air. Without affigning the caufe, hillory 
will diftinguifh the periods in which thefe calami- 
tous eyents have been rare or frequent, and will 
obferve, that this fever of the earth raged with un* 
common violence during the reign of Jyftinian*^. 
Each year is marked by the repetition of earths 
quakes, of fuch duration, that ConftanUnople has 
been Ihaken above forty days ; of fuch extent, that 

# 

the fliock has been communicated to the whole 
furface of the globe, or at lead of the Roman 
empire. An impulfive or vibratory motion was felt : 
enormous chafms were opened, huge and heavy 
bodies were difcharged into the air, the fea alter- 
nately advanced and retreated beyond its ordinary 
bounds, and a mountain was torn from Libanus \ 

and 

8j The earthquakes that Hiook the Roman v/orld in the reign of 
jt;ftiman, are defcribed or mentioned by Procopius (Goth. }. W. c. 25; 
Anecdot. c. i8.)» Agr.thias (1. il. p. 53, 5^, 54. I. v. p. 145—152), John 
Malala (Chron. torn. ii. p. 140 — 146. 176, 177. 183." 193. sio. 229. 231. 
433, 234. )> and Theophaues (p. 151. 1S3. 289. 191 — 196.), 

' H All abrupt height, a perpendicular cape between Aradus and 
Botrys, uanr.ed by ihe.Cneks ^i^ov v^otntov and ivrr^ocuvov of 
XtOorpoowT&y by the fcrupulcus ChiiP.ian$ (Poiyb. 1. v. p. 411. 

Pomp. 
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tod caft into the waves, where it proteded, as a ^Ji.fi^' 
fnole, the new harbour of Botrys ' in Phoenicia, v^^^v— ^ 
The ftrpke that agitates an ant-hill, may crufh the 
infect myriads in the duft ; yet truth muft extort 
a confeffion, that man has induftrioufly laboured 
for his own deftruflion. The inftitution of great 
cities, which include a nation within the limits of a 
wall, almoft realizes the wilh of Caligula, that the 
Roman people had but one neck. Two hundred a.d, 52^. 
and fifty thoufand perfons are faid to have perjflied ^^ ^^* 
in the earthquake of Antioch, whofe domeftic mul- 
titudes were fwelled by the conflux of ftrangers to 
the feftival of the Afcenfion. The lofs of Berytus ** a.d. 551. 
was of fmaller account, but of much greater value. ^"^ ^" 
That city, on the coafl: of Phoenicia, was illuf- 
trated by the ftudy of the civil law, which opened 
the furell road to wealth and dignity : the fchools 
of Berytus were filled with the rifing fpirits of the 
age, and many a youth was loft in the earthquake, 
who might have lived to be the fcourge or the 
guardian of his country. In thefe difafters, the 
architect becomes the enemy of mankind. The 
hut of a favage, or the tent of an Arab, may be 

Pompon. Me!a, I. i. c. ii, p.' 87. cum IHiac VoiT. Obfcrvat. 
Maundrell, Journey, p. 3a, 33. Pocock^s Defcription> vol. ii. 
p. 99.), 

. 85 Botrys was founded (ann. ante Chrift. 935— 90 j.) by Ithohal* 
king of Tyre (Marfliam, Canon. Chron. p. 387, 388.), Its poor 
rcpre fentative, th« village of Patrone, is now deltitute of an harbour. 
W The univerfity, fplendour, and ruin of P>erytU5, ar6 cele* 
brated by Hcineccius(p. 351—356.) as an eflential part of the biftory 
of the Roman law. It was overthrown in the xxvth year of Jufti- 
nian, A. D. 551, July 9 (Theophanes, p. 191 ) i but Agathias 
(I. ii. p. 51, 51.) fufpcndrifa^ earthquake till be has atchieved the 
Italian war. 

. .Vol. VII. E e thrown 
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thrown down without injury to the inhabitant ; ancJ 
the Peruvians had reafon to deride the folly of their 
Spaniih conquerors, who with fo much cofl and 
Is^bour ere3ed their own fepulchres. The rich 
marbles of a patrician are daflied on his own head : 
a whole people is buried under the ruins of public 
and private edifices, and the conflagration is kindled 
and propagated by the innumerable fires which arc 
neceflary for the fubfiftence and manufaftures of a 
great city, Inftead of the mutu;al fympathy which 
might comfort and affift the diftreffed, they dread- 
fully experience the vices and paffions which are 
releafed from the fear of puniQiment : the tottering 
houfes are pillaged by intrepid avarice ; revenge 
embraces the moment, and fele£ls the vi^im ; and 
the earth often fwallows the aHaflin, or the ravifher, 
in the confummation of their crimes, Superfti- 
tion involves the prefent danger with invifible ter- 
rors ; and if the image of death may fometimes be 
fubfervient to the ^virtue or repentance of indivi- 
duals, an affrighted people is more forcibly moved 
to expe£l the end of the world, or to deprecate with 
fervtle homage the wrath of an avenging Deity. 
Pu^e-. IIL JSthiopia and Egypt have been fligmatifed 
am<?nftwre. ^^ ^veTy age, as the original fource and feminary of 
A.D. 542. the plague •^ In a damp, hot, (lagnating air, 
this African fever is generated from the putrefac- 
tion of animal fubftances, and efpecially from the 
fwarms of locufts, not lefs deftruftive to man- 
kind in their death than in their lives. The fatal 

^7 1 have read with p lea Pure M^ad*s (b6ity but elegant treatife, con* 
ffrning PcAiicntial Diforders^ th^ viih6 editt^Hi London, 1721. 

' \' difeafe 
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difeafe which depopulated the earth in the time of ^JVA^* 
Juftinian and his fucceflTors '% firft appeared In 
the neighbourhood of Pelufium, between the Ser- 
bonian bog and the eaftern channel of the Nile. 
From thence, tracing as it were a double path, it 
fpread to the Eaft, over Syria, Perfia, and the Indies, 
and penetrated to the Weft, along the coaft of Africa, 
and over the continent of Europe. In the fpring 
of the fecond year, Conftantinople, during three or 
four months, was vifited by the peftilence; and 
Procopius, who obferved its progrefs and fymptoms 
with the eyes of a phyfician *% has emulated the 
&ill and diligence of Thaicydides in the defcription 
of the plague of Athens ^\ The infection was 
fbmetimes announced by the viHons of a diftem- 
pered fancy, and the vidim defpaired as foon as he 
had heard the menace and felt the ftroke of an in* 
vifible fpeftre. But the greater number, in their 
beds, in the ftreets, in their ufual occupation, were 
furprifed by a flight fever ; fo flight, indeed, that 

S^ The great plague which raged in 542 and the following years 
^ (PagS CriticO) torn. ii. p. 518 }, muft be traced in Procopiut 
(Perfic. 1. ii. c. i9| i9*}9 Agathias (1. v. p. 153, I54*}> £vagrius 
(I. iv, c. »9.)> Paul DIaconus. (I.ii. c. 4. p. 776, 777. )> Gregory 
of Tours (coin. ii. 1. iv. c. 5. p. 205.) who ftyles it Lues Jnguinariaf 
and the Chronicles of Vi^lor Tunnunenfis (p. 9. in Thef^ur. Tern* 
porum), of Marcellinus (p. 54. }> ^^^ of Theophanes (p. 153 ). 

*'9 Dr. Friend (Hift« Medicin. in Opp. p. 416— 420. Lend. 1733) 
is fatisfied that Procopius muft have ftudied phyfic, from his know- 
ledge and ufeof the technicai words. Vet many words that are now 
fcientificy were common and popular in ths Greek idioin. 

90 See Thucydides, 1. ii. c, 47 — 54. p. 127—133. edit, Duker, 
and the poetical defcription of the fame plague by Lucretius (I. vi* 
1136—1184.). I was indebted to Dr. Hunter for an elaborate 
commentary on this part of Thucydides, a quarto of 600 pag^ 
(Venet. 1603, apud Juntas), which was pronounced in Sr. Mark*$ 
y^nry, by Fabius PauUinus UtinenGs, a phyfician and pbilofopher. 
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fleither the pulfe nor the colour of the patient gave 
any figns of the approaching danger. The fame^ 
the next, or the facceeding day, it was declared by 
the fwelling of the glands, particularly Aofe of 
the groin, of the arm-pits, and under the earj 
and when thefe buboes or tumgurs were opened, 
they were found to contain a coal^ or black fub* 
fiance, of the fize of a lentil. If they came to a 
juil fwelling and fuppuration, the patient was 
faved by this kind and natural difcharge of the 
morbid humour. But if they continued hard and 
dry, a mortification quickly enfued, and the fifth 
day was commonly the term of his life. The 
£sver was often accompanied with lethargy or 
delirium ; the bodies of the Tick were covered with 
black puftules or carbuncles, the fymptoms of 
immediate death ; and in the conilitutions too 
feeble tp produce an eruption, the vomiting of 
blood was followed by a mortification of the bowels^ 
To pregnant women the plague was generally 
mortal : yet one infant was drawn alive from his 
dead mother, and three mothers furvived the lofs 
of their infeded /cetus. Youth was the moft pe* 
rilous feafon ; and the female fex was lefs fuf- 
ceptible than the male : biit every rank and pro«T 
feffion was attacked with indifcriminate rage, and 
many of thofe who efcaped were deprived of the 
ufe of their fpeech, without being fecure from a 
return of the diforder ''; The phyfidans of Con- 

ftantinople 

9« Thucydides (c. 51.) affirms, that the infifsSlion could only b# 
once taken ; but Evagiiiu, who had family experience of the plague^ 
obfervef, that fome pcrfons, who ha4 cfcap^ the fii ft, funk under th« 

fccond 
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ftantinople were zealous and (kilful : but their arf ^ Jf j^, ?• 
was baffled by the various fymptoms and pertina? 
cious vehemence of the difeafe : the fame remedies 
were productive of contrary efFefts, and the event 
capricioufly difappointed their prognoftics of death 
or recovery. The order of funerals, and the right 
of fepulchres, were confounded ; thofe who were 
left without friends or fervants, jay unburied in the 
ftreets, or in their defolate houfes ; and a magiftrate 
was authorized to collect the promifcuous heaps of 
dead bodies, to tranfport them by land or water, 
and to inter them in deep pits beyond the pre- 
cinfts of the city. Their own danger, and the 
profpect of public diflrefs, awakened fome remorfe 
in the minds of the mofl; vicious of mankind ; the 
confidence of health again revived their paffions 
and habits ; but philofophy muft difdain the ob- 
fervation of Procopius, that the lives of fuch men 
were guarded by the peculiar favour of fortune or 
providence. He forgot, or perhaps he fecretly 
recolledled, that the plague had touched the per- 
Ibn of Juftinian himfelf ; but the abftemious diet 
of the emperor may fuggeft, as in the cafe of So- 
crates, a more rational and honourable caufe for 
his recovery '*• During his ficknefs, the public 
confternation was expreffed in the habits of the 

fecond attack ; and this repetition is' confirmed by Fabius Pau11inu» 
(p. 588.}. I obfei've that on this head phyficians are divided < 
and the nature and operation of the difeafe may rot always be fimilar. 
9» It was thus that Socrates had been faved by his temperance, iq 
the plague of Athens (Aul. Gellius, Noft. Attic, ii. i.). Dr. 
Mead accounts for the peculiar falubrity of religimis houfes, by the 
two advantages t)f feclufion and abAinence (p. i3^ 19.)* 

*3 citizens; 



4ta THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Citizens ; and their idlenefs and defpondence occa* 
v^^^^iw- fioned a general fcarcity in the capital of the 

Eaft, 
iSKtentand Contagion is the infeparable fyroptom of the 
^^'2*' plague ; v^hich, by mutual refpiration, is tranf- 
j»»— 594* fufed from the infefled perfons to the lungs and 
ftomach of thofe who approach them. While 
philofophers believe and tremble, it ns lingular, 
that the evidence of a real danger (hould have 
been denied by a people mod prone to vain and 
imaginary terrors*'. Yet the fellow-citizens of 
Procopius were fatisfied, by fome fhort and partial 
experience, that the infeftion could not be gained 
by the clofeft converfation '* ; and this perfuafioii 
might fupport the affiduity of friends or phyficians 
in the care of the iick, whom inhuman prudence 
would have condemned to folitude and defpair. 
But the fatal fecurity, like the predeftination of the 
Turks, muft have aided the progrefs of the con- 
tagion, and thofe falutary precautions to which 
Europe is indebted for her fafety, were unknown 
to the government of Juftinian. No reftrsiints 
were impofed oji the free and frequent intercourfe 
of the Tloman provinces j from Perfia to France, 

91 Mead proves tliat the pingue is conf^giouSy from Thncydidec, 
lAieretitts, Ariftotle, Galen, and common experience (p. lO— aot) ^ 
»nd be refutes (Preface, p. ii— xiii.) the contrary opinion of the 
French phyficians who viiited Matfeiiles in the year 1710. Vet 
the fe Mire re the recent and enlightened fpe^lators of a plague which^ 
in a few months* fwept away jo^ooo inhabitants (fur la Pefte de 
MarfctHe, Paris, 1786) of a city that/ in the prefent hoar of pro* 
Iperity and tmde, contains no more than 90,000 fouTe (Necker^ Cwn 
les Finances, torn. i. p. 231. )• 

94- The ftrong aflertions of Procopius— «;t ya^ utr^ tm yttf iium 
•-are orerthrvwn -by the fabfe^uent experience ot £vagnui» 
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tfie nations were mingled and infefted by wars and 
emigrations; and the peflilential odour which lurks 
for years in a bale of cotton, was imported, by the 
abufe of trade, into the mod diftant regions. The 
mode of its propagation is explained by the re- 
mark of Propopius himfelf, that it always fpread 
from the fea-coaft to the inland country ; the moft 
fequeftered iflands and mountains were fucceffively 
vifited; the places which had efcaped the fury of 
its firft paffage, were alone expofed to the conta- 
gion of the enfuing year. The winds might dif- 
fufe that fubtle venom ; but unlefs the ^tmofpherc 
be previoufly difpofed for its reception, the plague 
would foon expire in the cold or temperate cli- 
mates of the earth. Such was the univerfal cor- 
ruption of the air, that the peftilence which burft 
forth in the fifteenth year of Juftinian was not 
checked or alleviated by any difference of the fea- 
fons* In time, its firft malignity was abated and 
difperfed j the difeafe ahernately languiflied and 
revived J but it was not till the end of a cala- 
mitous period of fifty-two years, that mankind re- 
covered their health, or the air refumed its pure 
and falubrious quality. No fads have been pre- 
ferved to fuftain an account, or even a conjedure, 
of the numbers that periflied in this extraordinary 
mortality. I only find, th«it during three months, 
five, and at length ten thoufand perfons died each 
day at Conftantinople ; that many cities of the Eaft 
were left vacant, and that in feveral diftrifts 'of 
Italy the harveft and the vintage withered on the 
ground. The triple fcourge of war, peftilence, and 
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&mme» afflicted the fubje£ts of Juftinian, and hk 
reign is difgraced by a vifible ' decreafe of the hu- 
man fpecies, ifvhich has never been repaired in 
fome of the faireft countries of the globe ^^ 

9S After fome figures of rhetoric, the fands of the feUt &c. Pro* 
copltts (Anecdot. c. lil.) attempts a more definite account: that 
pv^taitbi /At/pis^MT ftMptobi had been exterminated under the reign of 
the Imperial daemon. The exprefiion is obfcure in grammar and 
arithmetic, and a literal interpretation would produce feveial millions 
of millions. Alemannus (p. So.) and Coufin (torn. iii. p. 178.) tranf. 
late this paiTage, " two hundred million's /* but I am r^nornnt of 
their motives. If we drop the fct»p»a^«?i the remhining fAVfui^ /^fw?* 
m myriad of myriads, would furnifli one hundred miilionsj a number 
Bojt wholly inadmifliblc. 
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